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LOOKING TOWARDS
THE FUTURE
Story & Photos by Skovy

nd

$100.00 to the 2 Place People’s
Choice.
$50.00 to the 3rd Place People’s
Choice.
$150.00 Best Rat Rod.
$150.00 to Owners Choice.
If you have a motorcycle you
want to show, Stutsman Harley
Davidson is matching the awards
that Don Wilhelm is adding to
this event. Payouts will be the
same on motorcycles.

Sorry for the delay on getting the
“RUMBLER” out. We were so
busy compiling pictures from
everybody that August slipped
by. Well, this issue is bigger &
better. I hope you enjoy!
th

Our 5 Annual Car Show is
coming up fast. I hope all of you
can show for this event. Again
this year we will be supporting
the Huntington’s Society and like
last year raise over $10,000.00 at
this event. The James Valley
Street Machines donated a 1971
Honda Scrambler 350 that is
completely restored. Super Neat
bike. Make sure you get your
raffle ticket for this bike. They are
only $10.00 per shot. The value
of this bike is $4000.00. Not a
bad buy for $10.00.
Does your car have what it takes
to be a show stopper? Don
Wilhelm, Inc. is throwing a bunch
of money towards this event at
the car show to the cars that are
“Oh My God!”

$250.00 to the 1st Place Show
Stopper.
$150.00 to the 2nd Place Show
Stopper.
$75.00 to the 3rd Place Show
Stopper.
$150.00 to the 1st Place People’s
Choice.

See you at the show. Get them
signed up. Also, don’t forget to
purchase your raffle ticket for
the 1971 Honda Scrambler.
$10.00. Stop by Don Wilhelm Inc.
Until then ... Happy motoring!
Thank you everybody for reading
and enjoying the “RUMBLER”
magazine.
Our
e-mail
subscriptions
have
passed
13,612 issues.
Don’t be bashful. We are a very
active organization and want
members. It’s only $25.00 for a
regular membership & $50.00 if
you want the “RUMBLER” mailed
to you. See the application on the
back
page,
or
email
Skovy@donwilhelm.com.

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS
Candice Carow
Cameron Wolf
Tricia Seckerson
Kim Thoele
Jessica Willman
Pat Block
Kenneth Mischka
Jeff Wilhelm
Lyman Keim
Meleia Anderson
Kim Murray
Larry Gilge
Mary Kessler

09/02
09/05
09/08
09/09
09/11
09/12
09/12
09/20
09/24
09/25
09/26
09/28
09/29

Miss your birthday? Please
contact me at 701-202-7067
whereas I can update your
records.
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ACTIVE MEMBERS
Allmer, Michael
Andersen, Jeff(Andy) & Shelly
Anderson, Bruce & Kathy
Anderson, Roger & Meleia
Anderson, Scott & Kim
Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla
Balvitsch, Wayne
Behm, Earl & Connie
Bensch, Paul & Janis
Berg, Wayne & Tami
Beyer, James
Block, Scott & Pat
Bowen, Jason & Renee
Brandenburger, Max & Williams,
Laura
Briese, Lee & Penny
Calheim, Clifford & Marla
Carow, Billy & Candace
Demarcy, Jared
Dewald, Joel & Della
Elhard, Dale & Cynthia
Erdahl, Shawn (Shady) & Dawn
Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth
Gehring, Duane & Kathleen
Geisler, David
Gibson, Teddy & Diane
Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim
Gilge, Larry & Cindy
Godfrey, Collin
Gouveia, Joe & Starlo
Gray, JeriLynn & Andy
Greenlund, Ron & Darlene
Gumke, Matt
Gums, Robert & Candace
Guthmiller, Neil & Linda

Heiman, Tyler
Hoggarth, Scott
Holzkamm, Al & Cindy
Houge, Jason & Ann Marie
Huber, Al & Sue
Jacobson, Verdell (Jake) & Linda
Jangula, Duane
Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy)
Jensen, Paul & Sue
Johnson, Brandon & Sonia
Johnson, Irving & Marilyn
Kamlitz, Brian
Karn, Dale & Sue
Keim, Lyman & Darlene
Kessler, Michael & Mary
Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis
Kolb, Dale & Nidia
Kummer, Jeffrey & Erin
Lade, Joshua
Lang, John (JR)
Layton, Viril & Mary
Loose, Larry & Bonita
Lulay, Bob & Alma
Lynn, Randy
Lynn, Tyler & Pauline
Martin, Randy & Patti
Masters, George & Eileen
Mathias, Roger & Bonnie
McCreedy, Terrance
McCullough, Gary & Billie
McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene
Meidinger, Jamie
Meyer, Ken & Annie
Miller, Randy & Crystel
Mischka, Kenneth & Judy
Mittleider, Cody & Elaine
Mitzel, LeRoy
Moser, LeRoy & Gloria
Nelson, Troy & Lois
Nenow, Roger & Lois
Nogosek, Aaron & Amy
Noot, Jay & Bryant
Olson, David & Adele
Olson, Taylor
Orness, Stan & Sharon
Poppe, Jerry & Ardie
Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda
Readel, Larry & Nadine

Redinger, Dale
Rixen, Dennis
Sabir, Nam
Schauer, Ronald & Cindy
Schlenker, Mark
Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia
Seher, Jeff
Specht, Gary & Margaret
Speckman, Dale & Pamela
Stromberg, Bryan
Swedlund, Troy & Emmy
Thoele, Kevin & Kim
Thomas, Troy & Tricia
Timm, Curt
Titman, Nick
Tracy, Dean & Martha
VanFleet, Richard
Vining, Taylor
Wegenast, Colin & Toni
Westerhausen, Leon & Mary Jane
Wiest, J.P. & Judy
Wilhelm, Jeff
Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy
Willman, Casey & Jessica
Willman, Dusty
Wolf, Cameron
Wolff, Clayton & Beverly
Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn
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2015 BLACKTOP TOUR
At the highest count 53 cool
cars participated in this year’s
event. We are already making
plans for the 2016 BLACKTOP
TOUR!

07/31/2015 (Day 1)

Story sent by James Valley Street Machines
(Blacktop Tour Participants)

We gathered at S&R Truck Plaza at 9:00

It was going to be a long drive to Mahnomen
Minnesota, so we had to get in a good
breakfast before we started
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Of course we would be cut off by a train on
Main Street Jamestown North Dakota

Max Brandenburger cruising top down.
That’s ok. He’s a farmer and knows the drill
on sunburn.

Uh … Can we get on with the sendoff prayer
father?
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Cruising Itasca State Park Minnesota

Views were outstanding

This was one of the boat cruises. We didn’t
have time for this but it was on the list.
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The Northern Lights Casino had an area all
ready for us.

The weather couldn’t have been any better

R & R time with friends

Craig got plenty of grief from his plate … To
Love Ron Schauer hehe

Somebody from Minnesota met us with a
movie car from Two Lane Highway
The security was good natured with the
pictures.
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08/01/2015 (Day 2)

Larry Gilge was the first on the trailer

P a g e | 10

Thanks to Scott & Pat Block for the great
accommodations while we were in Pelican
Rapids Minnesota

Awesome cars on the Blacktop Tour
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Larry Gilge taking off to get another car
after his broke

Great job Scott!
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If you ever get the chance, one needs to visit
and see this amazing zoo. It was fun walking
and watching all the animals

Well time to leave Pelican Rapids and head
to Wahpeton North Dakota

Meanwhile, back on the road was Larry
Gilge
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We couldn’t get the band to play it but we
were requesting it all night. Heck the Blues
Brothers knew the song.

08/02/2015 (Day 3)

Well, looks like Ron & Cindy Schauer had a
good time last night. Last car standing!
Meanwhile back on the highway …

We finally arrived Saturday night at Dakota
Sky Casino in Hankinson North Dakota. Let
the party begin!
Cruised Main Street in Hankinson North
Dakota

No, Ron Schauer isn’t sleeping

Casino wouldn’t let us drag race the golf
carts. Darn it.

Cruised Main Street in Lidgerwood North
Dakota
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CYNTHIA ELHARD
Cindy was on the 2015 Blacktop
Tour with us this year. We lost her
tragically right after we returned from
the Tour. She was enroot to We
Fest.

Cruised around Oakes North Dakota. Was
able to stop and relax at a local park.

Our last town to cruise around was in
Edgeley North Dakota. After this we went
back to Jamestown north on 281 and
disbursed. The 2015 Blacktop Tour was
finished at around 3:00 on Sunday.

(April 2, 1954 - August 4, 2015)
Lurking behind a building in Oakes were
some old cars & trucks. Max & Laura were
on it. I wonder if they bought any of the cars.

Cruised around Lamoure North Dakota

Cynthia Elhard, 61, Gackle, ND
died Tuesday August 4, 2015
due to a motor vehicle accident
near Valley City, ND. Cindy Jo
Pike was born April 2, 1954 at
Moody Air Force Base in
Valdosta, GA, the daughter of
Allen Pike Sr. and Josy (Prechtl)
Pike. Having a father in the Air
Force, as a child, they moved
around frequently. She has lived
in Georgia, France, Germany,
Virginia, Alaska and Indiana. In
1967, at age 13, they moved to
Phoenix, Arizona. She lived in AZ
until 1994 when she moved to
North Dakota. This is where she
met her love, Dale Elhard. She
was a loving and devoted wife,
mother,
grandma,
sister,
daughter, aunt, and friend,
always putting others before
herself. She had the most loving,
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generous heart and touched
many lives with her presence.
Her family and friends will always
be thankful for the gift that was
her life. Cindy especially loved
spending
time
with
her
grandchildren,
gardening,
canning, boating and camping at
the lake, singing and dancing.
She was beautiful, inside and
out. Cindy will forever be in our
hearts and thoughts.
She is survived by Dale Elhard,
her loving husband of 16 years;
her mother, Josy Pike; father and
stepmother Allen Pike Sr. and
Gabrielle Pike; mother-in-law,
Helen Elhard; son and daughterin-law, Chris and Nicole Pike; son
and daughter-in-law, Marcus and
Stacia Martin; son, Derek Martin;
daughter,
Tiffany
Pike;
4
grandchildren, Christopher Pike,
Sadie Martin, Trevor Hileman
and Jamie Witt; brothers and
sisters-in-law, Allen and Gayle
Pike and Ron and Julie Pike,
sister and brother-in-law, Pam
and Rory Smith; brother-in-law
and sister-in-law, Dallas and
Kathy Elhard; and countless
nieces, nephews and friends.

RUMBLER MINISTRY
Story & Photos by Scott W. Block

Blessing other drivers…

Before I get any more e-mails
why Scott didn’t have an article in
this months “RUMBLER” I
thought I’d share some pictures.
Scott is ok but was injured while
working on his home. I of course
thought his heart was giving out
when Dean Tracy and Skovy
started their drifting display on his
church parking lot … But I guess
not.
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AROUND MILL HILL
(DINNER)

1.

Story & Photos by JVSM Evaluation Team

2.

3.
4.

CITY LIGHTS
VALLEY CITY
Around Mill Hill is going to be a
monthly evaluation of area
businesses. If you are a paid
member of the JVSM and would
like to take part in this program,
please
let
me
know
skovy@donwilhelm.com and I
will add your name to the list.
Last month, Skovy along with
Vice President Tom Ravely & 7
other members of the James
Valley Street Machines went to
the City Lights in Valley City
and evaluated the service and
food we received.
This article is not written to
slam any businesses, but it is
written to make the public
aware
of
services
the
Jamestown area residences are
experiencing at local eateries.
Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5
rating. A number 5 is the best
rating and a 0 rating is area
needing work. There is a total of
900 points to be scored. 45 points
per line and there are 20 fields
that are evaluated. Again, these
evaluations are not for the
intention for getting anybody
fired or to slam a business. It is a
fact finding mission.

2.5 STARS OUT OF 4!
Appetizers were the Assorted
Calamari, Quesada, & Chicken
Wings. Main Course was Prime
Rib with all the fix’ns or the
Walleye. Desert was assorted
cakes.
MEET & GREET:
1. Convey the feeling that you were a
valued customer:
32 points 71.11%
2. Seat you and deliver menus in a
courteous manner:
36 points 80.00%
3. Was the staff properly attired?
39 points 86.67%
SERVER:
1. Suggest a beverage or specialty
drink:
26 points 57.78%
2. Appear to be knowledgeable about
the menu items:
35 Points 77.78%
3. Remain attentive throughout the
dining experience:
32 Points 71.11%
4. Mention/Offer Appetizer? Options:
29 points 64.44%
APPETIZER:
1. Serve the soup or salad within a
reasonable time:
19 Points 42.22%
2. Was the order correct, complete
and properly prepared?
35 points 77.78%

ENTRÉE:

Were appropriate condiments
served?
34 Points 75.56%
Check back to ensure that your
meal was satisfactory:
34 Points 75.56%
Offer refills on beverage/drinks:
32 Points 71.11%
Was the order correct, complete
and properly prepared?
37 Points 82.22%

DESERT:
1. Mention/Offer Desert? Options?
30 Points 66.67%
2. Was the order correct, complete
and properly prepared?
38 Points 84.44%
GENERAL:
1. Did they appear to be busy and
efficient in their work?
28 Points 62.22%
2. Were the tables properly bussed?
31 Points 68.89%
3. Did the bartenders appear neat and
professional in their appearance?
17 Points 37.78%
4. Did the overall dining experience
meet or exceed your expectations:
29 Points 64.44%
5. Were there enough employees to
take care of guests?
31 Points 68.89%

TOTAL POINTS:
624 points 69.33%
City Lights Valley City - This
month’s rating is 2.5 stars out of
4!
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MOTORHEAD CENTRAL
Story & Photos by Brian Kamlitz

Here are
Saturday:

the

winners

Trophy class:
1st Grant Christianson
2nd Kayla Schumacher
3rd Jordan Zillmer
Best reaction:
Leon Westerhausen
ET class
1st Sid Osterman
2nd Patrick Becker
3nd Milo Baltrusch
Best reaction:
Patrick Becker
Pro ET class
1st Joey Nix
2nd Dan Butler
3rd Roger Anderson
Drag racing in Jamestown
This past July 18 & 19 we had
drag races at the regional airport
our 14th year in Jamestown, had
record racer count again both
days, Midwest Wild Bunch made
their debut at the drags for the
first time and boy did they have
some fast cars and pretty cars. I
want to thank all the sponsors
and silent donators for another
successful year also need to
thank all the members that put
this race together each year and
of course the specters and racers
with all of us we get to put an
awesome drag race together.

Best Reaction:
Travis Enget
Quick 16 class
1st Matt Staudinger
2nd Lucky Buchmann
3rd Grant Wetzstein
Quick 16 Bike class
1st Ryan Schumacher
2nd Kasey Koropactnicki
3rd Michel Hoffer
Jr Dragsters
1st Sydni Berg
2nd April Wetzstein
3rd Collin Compson

for

Sunday winners
Trophy class
1st Kayla Schumacher
2nd Tim Vanberg
3rd Cody Guthmiller
Best reaction:
Jim Varberg
ET class
1st Keith Schumacher
2nd Neil Black
3rd Alex Williams
Best reaction:
Nathan Willer
Pro ET class
1st John Rott
2nd Eric Cook
3rd Gary Regynski
Best reaction:
Philip Thomas
Quick 16 class
1st Grant Wetzstein
2nd Tanner Kost
3rd Dylan Carr
Quick 16 bike class
1st Jim Rick
2nd Michel Hoffer
3rd Ryan Schumacher
Jr Dragsters
1st April Wetzstein
2nd Carter Wetzstein
3rd Brady Maas
Each year our car count goes up
I always look forward to see new
faces at the drags each year,
next year we are looking at a
change in month but when we
have our last drag race meeting
we will get that all worked out
and ask for approval for next year
at the next airport board meeting
this month date and month at a
later time Thank you for all the
support and backing you all have
been, next on our agenda is our
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own track which we are still
working on more information will
be talked about in future issues
of the Rumbler.

Get out and support your local
speedway, car club or whatever
type of Motorsport event you
have in your community.
If you ever want to drop me a
note please email me at
inarut808@yahoo.com
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Story & Photos by Searle Swedlund

Jamestown Online Community
Calendar
has
Successful
Launch:
Last November, the Jamestown
Tourism Board held a community
forum to determine interest in a
new online community calendar,
an idea they’d been bouncing
around since that October. Once
the idea evolved, Red Plum
Media created and designed the
calendar, which is now available
online and completely free to
use.
Jamestown Tourism had the help
of many local businesses and
organizations in this effort, and
has taken responsibility for the
marketing of the site, advertising
through mailing, the radio, ads at
the movie theater, and much
more.
However,
while
Jamestown Tourism administers
and advertises the calendar, it is
not a calendar specific to just
Jamestown
Tourism.
It
is
intended to be accessible and
useful to everyone in Jamestown.
The calendar has three main
goals in mind. First, to be a free

and easy place for anyone to
post their events. Second, to
make an accessible place to find
and
store
information
for
electronic and paper calendar
users. Third, to create a location
where the community can post
events years and advance.
Anyone can post on the calendar,
and it has the option to filter
posts by event type and
organization, allowing users to
control the events they want to
see. It’s great for seeing when
the organizations in town are
planning big events, helping
people
avoid
accidently
scheduling several big events at
the same time.

A couple of events to get ready
for:
nd
September 5 – 2
Annual
Stutsapalooza
at
Stutsman
Harley Davidson. This isn’t an
event for the weak of heart. Rock
band Judd Hoos, beer, food, and
if you play your cards right you
can win a 2015 HD Street!

This is a project intended to be
primarily for the use of the
community while complementing
other
groups’
community
calendars. Angela Martini, the Art
Center’s advertising and PR
coordinator, commented, “This is
a community calendar. We went
through a very intentional, very
deliberate process to make sure
all of the groups in town would
have a stake in this.”

September 12 – Fort Seward
Presents Big Guns of the OLD
West. This isn’t a showing of men
in tank tops, it’s the real deal.
Canons, pistols and Gatlin guns
– oh my!

One of the great benefits of
working in tourism is you always
know what’s going on all over the
state. There is no other place I’d
rather be in September than
Jamestown.
The other great part of this work
is sharing those things with
others! September seems to be
the time of the year when
everything
happens
in
Jamestown! Looking at the new
online community calendar –
www.JamestownCalendar.com –
it’s going to be a great month!

September
11-12
–
Our
neighbors in Medina hold their
annual fall festival. It’s a good old
fashioned small town celebration
including pitch fork fondue and a
parade.

September 12 – Oktoberfest at
the
Stutsman
County
th
Fairgrounds. This 5
annual
event organized by the Arts
Center has it all – lederhosen,
accordions,
hammerschlagen,
and most important – beer!
rd

September 19 – The 3 Annual
Zombie Crawl. Even if the living
dead are not your thing, head
downtown Jamestown and watch
the dead wander. Trust me, it’s
worth it!
September 25-26 – Annual
Stock Car Stampede! The largest
showing of stock cars in the
Midwest
happens
at
the
Stutsman County Fairgrounds.
Get ready for the noise as this is
always a great event!
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September 25-27 – Roughrider
Rodeo State Finals – If cars
aren’t your thing, stop by the
Civic Center where the arena is
transformed for horses and
cowboys. Wranglers not required
to attend!
September 26 – The Dan
th
Wilhelm 5K Run/Walk and 5
Annual Car & Bike Show. Having
attended, I know for a fact this is
the place to be. Good fun, good
friends, and some fabulous cars
& bikes.
So more than a few, and I didn’t
mention college football, the Arts
Center exhibit, the United Way
movie, comedian C. Willi Myles,
BJ Thomas in concert, and the
hundreds of other great things
happening. But you can find
those details out for yourself at
www.JamestownCalendar.com!

emblem. Because the Malibu
sport coupe and convertible also
received a "Malibu" emblem,
these combinations are often
referred to as a "Malibu 400" but
there was no official Chevrolet
designation as such, just as there
were no official designations for
something like a "Kingswood
400" or "El Camino 400" when
equipped with the LS3 engine or
"Malibu 307" or "Malibu 350"
when a Malibu was equipped
with those engines.

1970 Malibu with LS3 engine … note
Malibu and 400 emblem locations.

(RPO LF6) was only available in
full size Chevrolets and the
Monte Carlo and was never
available in the "normal" Chevelle
lineup. Although both engines
were typically referred to as a
"400," the Turbo-Jet actually
displaced 402 cubic inches and
the Turbo-Fire displaced 400
cubic inches. Needless to say
this caused some confusion at
the time as many people didn't
understand the Turbo-Jet (all
Mark IV big-block engines) and
the Turbo-Fire (all small-block
engines) so many publications
referred to them as a 400-4 and a
400-2 for the Turbo-Jet and
Turbo-Fire engines respectively
since the Turbo-Jet 400 came
with a 4-barrel carburetor and the
Turbo-Fire 400 came with a 2barrel carburetor. The LF6 TurboFire 400 was only available in the
Monte Carlo in 1970; for 1971
and 1972 the LS3 Turbo-Jet 400
was the only "400" engine
available throughout the Chevelle
series.
To SS or not to SS?

1971 Malibu with LS3 engine … note
Malibu and 400 emblem location.

1972 Malibu with LS3 engine ... Note
Malibu and 400 emblem location.

TRIVIA
MALIBU 400 TRIVIA

The "other" 400 engine

Story & Photos by (macwebs.com)

When an LS3 engine was
installed the particular 1970 or
1971 Chevelle also received a
"400" front fender emblem; oddly
for the 1972 model year only the
El Camino received a "400"

The Turbo-Jet 400 engine
(actually 402 a cubic inch Mark
IV) made its way into the
vernacular
in
1970.
Also
introduced in 1970 was the 400
cubic inch Turbo-Fire small-block
engine. The Turbo-Fire 400

The LS3 was only available in the
1970 model year in NON-SS
optioned Chevelles. Since both
SS options, RPO Z25 (396) and
RPO
Z25
(454)
included
performance engines, the LS3
was not available when either of
those options were ordered in
1970.
This changed in 1971 when RPO
Z25 was dropped from the option
list and RPO Z15 became a
dress-up option rather than a
performance option when any
optional V8 could be ordered with
the Z15 package. For both 1971
and 1972, when the SS option
was ordered along with the LS3
engine, there was no external
badging to indicate the LS3
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engine; only the LS5 454 engine
received an engine size emblem
below the SS emblem on the
front fenders. When the LS3
engine was ordered on any nonSS optioned Chevelle, a "400"
emblem was placed on the front
fenders to indicate the engine
size.
LS3 Option
1970

at $237.60. In addition, unlike the
1970 model year, the LS3 engine
could be ordered both with and
without the RPO Z15 SS
Equipment option. If one did not
order the Z15 SS Equipment
option at $357.05, to get the LS3
in a non-SS optioned Chevelle,
F78x14 tires were required and
price was either $23.20 for
blackwall or $53.35 for white
stripe. The ZL2 cowl induction
hood could only be ordered with
the Z15 SS Equipment option.

In 1970 the LS3 option cost
$162.50 but one had to add one
of two minatory transmissions.
Either the M20 4-speed at
$184.80 or the TH400 automatic
at $221.80.

1972

1971
In 1971 the LS3 option cost
$172.75 but one had to add one
of three minatory transmissions.
Either the MC1 Heavy Duty 3speed manual (only available
with the LS3 and only 2,511 sold)
at $132.00, the M20 4-speed at
$195.40 or the TH400 automatic

In 1972 the LS3 option cost
$176.95 but one had to add one
of three minatory transmissions.
Either the MC1 Heavy Duty 3speed manual (only available
with the LS3 and only 272 sold)
at $135.20, the M20 4-speed at
$200.65 or the TH400 automatic
at $237.60. In addition, like the
1971 model year, the LS3 engine
could be ordered both with and
without the RPO Z15 SS
Equipment option. If one did not
order the Z15 SS Equipment

option at $365.50, to get the LS3
in a non-SS optioned Chevelle,
F78x14 tires were required and
price was $54.35 for white stripe
tires. The ZL2 cowl induction
hood could only be ordered with
the Z15 SS Equipment option.
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MUSCLE CAR REVIEW
IS BARRACUDA COMING
BACK AS A DODGE?
Story & Photos by Joel Feder
(motorauthority.com)

1973 Plymouth Barracuda

Fiat
Chrysler
Automobiles
[NYSE:FCAU] is currently holding
its dealer group meeting in Las
Vegas, during which it's showing
the people who sell its vehicles
the future of the company. Late
last night our sources informed
us that a new Barracuda is not
only coming, but that it was
shown in convertible form.
For years the return of the
Barracuda nameplate has been
teased. First, it was to be an
SRT-only special model when the
performance division was a
standalone brand. When SRT
was folded back into Dodge most
assumed the Barracuda project
was dead. Just two months ago
we learned that FCA had filed a
new trademark for "Barracuda"
with the United States Patent and
Trademark Office.
Yesterday, a new Barracuda was
rolled on stage in convertible
form. Our unconfirmed sources
tell us it looked good, though they
aren't sure it will make it into
production as a convertible. It's
supposedly lighter, and smaller
than the Challenger.
To put it in perspective, we were
told it was a 7/8-scale Challenger
in terms of size.

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW
While this is sure to anger the
enthusiast masses, we are being
told the new Barracuda will wear
a Dodge badge, since the car's
original Plymouth brand no
longer exists.
Sources couldn't confirm what
platform or powertrains would
make up the Barracuda. But
based on information from
previous reports, we believe it'll
be based off of the new rearwheel drive platform shared with
the Alfa Romeo Giulia.
With a predicted launch time
frame for either the 2019 or 2020
model years, it's possible that the
Barracuda might not be powered
by a HEMI, but in fact, a twinturbocharged V-6 in top form.
This is due to the latest rumor
that all HEMIs—including the
supercharged Hellcats—will die
from SRT products by the 2019
model year.
In addition to the Barracuda, we
were told a new Challenger ADR
(American Drag Racer) with 315s
on all four corners and rumors of
up to 1,000 horsepower were
shown as well. Alongside that
was a Challenger T/A road
course
car
with
upgraded
suspension, no rear seat (unlike
the Challenger T/A concept that's
been
shown
before),
and
blacked-out top graphics.

1968 PLYMOUTH ROAD
RUNNER
Story by John Gunnell & Photos by Al Rogers
(Old Cars Weekly Magazine)

According to Plymouth paint
chips, the 1968 Road Runner
came in Medium Blue, Mist Blue,
Midnight Blue, Electric Blue and
Frost Blue. But this is the history
— or should we say “mystery” —
of the Petty Blue version that was
most likely only produced for a
very short time.
An advertisement headlined “The
Missing Link” shows Richard
Petty’s No. 43 stock car with a
regular ’68 Road Runner in
matching Petty Blue paint. The
ad copy describes the Road
Runner as the missing link
between the street stock car that
you could buy, and Richard
Petty’s Spartan Grand National
NASCAR stock car that you
couldn’t buy.

Stay tuned for more information
as it becomes available.

“Obviously there was a need for
a car that combined some of the
creature comforts of the street
stock with the integrity of the
Grand National type,” said the
Plymouth ad men. “So, we
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created the missing link. It’s
called the Road Runner and
you’d better believe its one hairyidling, stiffly-sprung, squat-sitting,
wide-tired,
de-chromed
automobile.”
Mopar ads said that the Road
Runner was the “Private Property
of the Young and Aware.”
Although it was plain outside and
inside,
the
Road
Runner
packaged a lot of
highperformance goodies at a
bargain basement price as low as
$2,870.
Standard
features
included GTX-type hood scoops,
dual exhaust, a heavy-duty
suspension, Red Streak wide
boot tires, four on the floor, a
special 383-cid performance V-8
with 335 hp, some chrome
goodies, a black crinkle-finish air
cleaner,
Road
Runner
nameplate, frameless front door
glass, dual “Beep Beep” horns
and, on the base coupe model,
tip-out rear windows.
The “Missing Link” ad says
nothing about a production Petty
Blue version of the pictured Road
Runner, but Mopar experts say
that some were made. However,
details are lacking. One man
selling such a car claimed 75
were made. Other Mopar fanatics
say the number was 10 and that
all of them went to Petty
Enterprises. Others in the know
say that the cars were definitely
sold to the public and that
production could have been
anywhere between three and
100. Another enthusiast on the
Internet says he knows of five
surviving Petty Blue cars, four of
which were made in St. Louis
and one in Los Angeles.
There are PPG paint chip pages
showing the Petty Blue color at
the bottom and identifying it as
No. 12785 Corporate Blue. On

Plymouths, the Body Number
Plate on the fender tag under the
hood is stamped with various
codes, including a paint code.
The paint code furnishes the key
to the paint used on the car. On a
Mopar of this era, a threecharacter code indicates the top
and bottom colors, respectively.
A 999 code was used on cars
with any type of non-standard
paint job.

been restored. The car actually
belongs to Roy’s brother, Alan.
The car’s data plate is stamped
with Paint Code 999. On the lefthand door hinge pillar is a steel
plate stamped with the vehicle
identification
number.
The
seventh symbol in this number is
a G for the St. Louis plant.

“The thing is, they had a
prototype shop there in St. Louis
and a special fabrication shop for
show cars,” Gobczynski pointed
out. “We are only 135 miles from
there, so we were able to talk
with the man who was plant
manager in 1968, as well as a
friend who worked in the painting
shop.”

For the record, a Petty Blue
coupe in very rough condition
with
Vehicle
Identification
Number RM421H8G174585 was
sold for $14,500 in an eBay
auction on July 1, 2012. It had
the 383-cid 335-hp V-8, manual
transmission and black interior.
The car came with its factory
Broadcast
Sheet,
but
the
Chrysler Corp. fender tag had
rusted away. This seller stated
that it was one of 75 built and
one
of
10
with
manual
transmission.
Roy
Gobczynski
of
RMG
Restoration in Effingham, Ill., is a
muscle car expert who says the
featured 1968 Petty Blue Road
Runner is one of three known to
exist and it’s the only one that’s

Gobczynski was told that Richard
Petty used to come to St. Louis
to pick out the “bodies in white”
that his race car builders were
going to use. “The story is that
Petty was hedging his bets about
continuing to race for Chrysler.
He had just had a great 1967
racing season and we heard that
the Petty Blue coupe was going
to be sold as a Richard Petty
Tribute Car. They told us that
was how the Petty Blue program
started, but it was axed halfway
through the year.”
The restored Petty Blue coupe
was assembled at the Fenton,
Mo., plant and was sequenced as
the 364th Road Runner produced
that model year. The 1968
Atlanta Car Show debuted
“Plymouth’s New Model Road
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Runner” and featured cars with
the famous Petty blue color.

ONE MILLIONTH
CORVETTE RESTORED
Story & Photos by Mike Eppinger (Old Cars
Weekly Magazine)

Early-production cars were used
for press release photos, auto
show promotions and magazine
ads. The “Missing Link” ad
featured in Hot Rod and Car
Craft linked the new Plymouth
Road Runner to Richard Petty’s
successful 1967 racing season.
He and his crew chief, Dale
Inman, confirmed the existence
of a program to build tribute cars
and distribute them throughout
the South.
Gobczynski feels strongly the car
he restored was a prototype car
for the Petty Blue program,
because it was built the first day
of production. “Since the car was
built that day, they must have
had a special purpose for it,”
Gobczynski said.

Millionth Corvette Restored

After recovery from the sinkhole,
the 1 millionth Corvettes was
moved from the museum to the
Design
Center
on
GM¹s
Technical Center campus in
Warren, Mich., for restoration.
Approximately 30 craftspeople
and
technicians
from
GM
Design¹s Mechanical Assembly
group, along with GM Service
Operations, took on the project.
Mechanical Assembly and the
Fabrication Shops at GM Design
build concept vehicles and
maintain GM¹s historic vehicle
collection.

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. after
more than four months and 1,200
man-hours
of
painstaking
craftsmanship, restoration of the
milestone 1 millionth Corvette a
white 1992 convertible
is
complete.
It was unveiled today at the
National
Corvette
Museum,
where it returns as part of the
permanent exhibit. The car was
damaged on Feb. 12, 2014,
when it and seven other rare
Corvettes tumbled into a sinkhole
that
opened
beneath
the
museum¹s Sky dome area.
Chevrolet pledged to restore it.
³We felt it was important to
restore this extremely significant
car in Corvette’s long, storied
history said Mark Reuss, General
Motors
executive
vice
president, Global
Product
Development, Purchasing
and
Supply
Chain. “When
we
disassembled it, we found that
each employee involved in
building it had signed a part of
the car, which was fantastic and
moving to see. It brought the
history to life, and reinforced the
importance of the project.”

Extensive Exterior Damage

³As the one and only 1 millionth
Corvette, its preservation was
important to us as the designers
of the vehicle and as Corvette
enthusiasts,² said Ed Welburn,
vice president of GM Global
Design. ³The damage was
significant
in
many
ways;
however we have one of the
most highly skilled specialty
shops and team of people in the
industry, so they were fully
prepared to take on the
challenge.²
Despite extensive damage, the
team, represented by UAW locals
160 and 1869, vowed to preserve
and repair as many original
components as possible
a
decision that involved posterity
as much as history. That¹s
because under the skin, the 1
millionth Corvette carried all
those
signatures
from
the
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Bowling
Green
Assembly
workers who built the car.
Only two signed components
couldn¹t be saved, so the team
had the autographs scanned,
reproduced as transfers and
placed on the replacement parts.
³We went to great lengths to
preserve every autograph said
David Bolognino, director of GM
Global
Design
Fabrication
Operations. ³In the end, we
saved every one of them, which
was
an
unexpected
and
important
element
to
the
restoration.²
One component with a single
signature from Bowling Green
Assembly
employee
Angela
Lamb was too damaged to save
or even accurately scan for her
autograph. Chevrolet worked with
the National Corvette Museum to
secure a new signature from
Lamb on the replacement part,
so the 1-millionth Corvette will be
historically accurate down to the
last signature.
Among the parts replaced were
the hood, front fascia and the
lower panels between the front
wheels and doors, as well as a
number of ancillary supporting
components under the hood. The
replacements came from a
vehicle of the same vintage and
color, ensuring authenticity of the
parts and materials involved with
the restoration.

Damaged Interior

A few other components, such as
the rear fascia and front exhaust
system, would have probably
been replaced in almost any
other restoration project, but the
team repaired them because they
were also covered in signatures.
Additional highlights from the
restoration:


The front sub-frame was
damaged in the fall into the
sinkhole
and
required
straightening

The
wheels
were
damaged,
but
reconditioned, with the
original Goodyear Eagle
GS-C tires

Rather than replace the
scuffed and scratched pad
on the instrument panel, its
soft cover was carefully
removed and replaced to
preserve the employeesigned structure beneath it

The red leather seats,
featuring
one-off
³1,000,000th
Corvette²
embroidery
on
the
headrests were damaged
but deemed irreplaceable,
so they were restored,
including
a
few
replacement patches of
carefully matched hide

The 5.7L LT1 engine,
transmission and other
drivetrain
components
were inspected and found
to be damage-free
Surprisingly, the one component
the team didn¹t have to replace
was the crushed windshield
header. When the car first rolled
into the shop, an overhead crane
was used to raise it enough to
make the car drivable, but the
frame pulled up surprisingly close
to
the
original
position,
encouraging the team to save it.

³The header restoration was a
wonderful surprise for what
everyone assumed would be the
toughest aspect of the restoration
said Bolognino. ³With access to
the original specifications, we got
it spot-on and even the new
windshield glass dropped in
perfectly.²
The final touch was replacing the
unique ³1,000,000th² windshield
banner it wore when it rolled off
the assembly line 23 years ago.
The computer graphic file used
for the original was still available,
allowing creation of an identical
banner.
The 1 millionth Corvettes is the
second
sinkhole-damaged
Corvette that Chevrolet has
restored. The first, a 2009
Corvette ZR1 prototype known as
the Blue Devil, was only lightly
damaged and was returned to its
original condition last fall. The
National Corvette Museum will
oversee the restoration of a third
car, a 1962 Corvette.
The
other
five
Corvettes
swallowed by the sinkhole will
remain in their as-recovered state
to
preserve
the
historical
significance of the cars. They will
become part of a future sinkholethemed display at the museum.
FAST FACT: The 1 Millionth
Corvette
rolled
off
the
assembly line as a convertible
with a white exterior and a red
interior
just like the first
Corvette produced in 1953.
Founded in 1911 in Detroit,
Chevrolet is now one of the
world’s largest car brands, doing
business in more than 115
countries and selling around 4.8
million cars and trucks a year.
Chevrolet provides customers
with fuel-efficient vehicles that
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feature engaging performance,
design that makes the heartbeat,
passive
and
active
safety
features
and
easy-to-use
technology, all at a value. More
information on Chevrolet models
can
be
found
at
www.chevrolet.com.

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW
1957 Ford Thunderbird
Story & Photos by Angelo Van Bogart (Old
Cars Weekly Magazine)

Tom Saelens has had several Tbirds — two-seaters and fourseaters alike — but he never
guessed his latest, a ’57, would
wind up his favorite.
“My
first
was
a
1956
(Thunderbird),” Saelens said. “My
second was my favorite, a ’62
coupe in Wimbledon White with a
red interior. The third was a ’73
with a 460 V-8 that I bought in
’74.”
Saelens was hoping to relive the
good old days with another 1961’63 Thunderbird when the 1957
shown here flew onto his radar.
That was about seven years ago.
“We had looked at a ’63 the day
before, because I remembered
my ’62 was such a nice-driving
car. We drove somewhere out
west and the car was supposed
to have very little rust. I think
what (the seller) meant was there
was very little left that wasn’t rust.
“Then my wife saw an ad for this
’57. It had been sitting and was

covered with dust. The minute he
opened the door, Marian lit up
like a Christmas tree. We took a
ride and she said, ‘I want this
car.’ It was music to my ears.”
Although he’s owned vehicles
from General Motors, Chrysler
Corp. and Ford Motor Co.,
Saelens is a Ford man. Fords are
the cars he experienced as a kid,
and the cars that always brought
him home. That’s especially true
of Fords of the 1950s.

“Growing up in Wisconsin, I was
told to own something that will
get you there and get you home,
and I could always depend on
Fords,” Saelens said. “In ’63, I
bought the first of my 13 ’56s.”
Before any of those ’56s,
Saelens was surrounded by other
Fords.
His
father’s
friend
collected, restored and sold
Thunderbirds and Saelens said,
“I loved them back then.” Another
friend had a hot 1957 Ford
Fairlane and if just being around
those old ’50s Fords wasn’t
enough for Saelens, riding in that
’57 Fairlane made him a Ford
man through and through.
“Where we grew up, there was a
high, steep hill, and back in the
late ’50s and early ’60s, people
used to race up it to see how fast
they could go by the top,”
Saelens said. “About 1959, I was
14 and riding in the back seat of
a 1957 Ford Fairlane 500 with an
E-code 312 (with dual four-barrel

carburetors) in it. Nothing every
got close to it — it would be
going 107 mph by the top of
Brickler’s Hill on Sunny Slope
Road in New Berlin. I was
impressed at that point.”
When Saelens finally found a
1957 Ford of his own, it wasn’t a
Fairlane and it wasn’t equipped
with dual four-barrels, but he
didn’t plan on racing it. He just
wanted a nice, solid driver and
that’s what he got with his ’57
Thunderbird.

Unlike the ‘63 Thunderbird he
had looked at the day before, the
Wisconsin’57 T-bird didn’t have
rust. It was offered by the
previous owners’ son in an
estate, and aside from an older
repaint, it remained a good
original.
“He thought in 1968 his mother
had had it repainted as a birthday
gift for his dad,” Saelens said.
A few other maintenance items
had been replaced on the
Thunderbird: the tires, battery
and fuel pump among them. After
being parked for so many years
by the second owners, the car
needed more than a bath to
make it look and drive well.
“The paint was pretty dusty and
dull looking, so I washed the car
and pulled it in the garage and
waxed it with Meguiar’s. When I
backed it out of the garage, my
neighbor walked over and asked
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when I
recalled.

painted

it,”

Saelens

“It ran fairly well, but it needed
some loving attention. One of the
first things I did to it was brakes.
About three years ago, over
winter, I refurbished the front
end.”

Whenever possible, Saelens
uses new-old-stock FoMoCo
parts to keep the Thunderbird
flying. One of the parts he had to
find was a power steering
bracket, which went missing
when the fuel pump was
replaced.

Saelens’ intact driver with their
votes, at least one expert has
spent some time crawling around
the
T-bird,
and
he
was
impressed.
“An employee at one of the
restoration companies that is
known for doing Thunderbirds in
this state said, ‘we have heard
about this thing and that it is
supposed to be unrestored,’ and
he crawled underneath it and he
was down there for a while.
When he came up, he said ‘Wow,
I can’t believe it.’”
The ’57 Thunderbird is welloptioned with the D-code 312, a
four-venturi version of the V-8
and one step up from the
standard
292-cid
V-8
Thunderbird engine. It’s also
equipped with power steering,
the trunk carpet kit, convertible
top, engine dress-up kit, tonneau
cover, Town & Country radio and
backup lamps.

Inside, the Thunderbird’s interior
was in good condition with very
minimal wear —just the way
Saelens likes it.
“It’s a cruiser,” he said. “I take it
to car shows and every once in a
while I will get lucky and get a
trophy for it. Last year, I was
fortunate to get two ‘best of
shows,’ one ‘best of class’ and
two seconds so I felt really good
about that. I took it up into
Michigan and I took a second so I
was real happy about that.”
“I think people are beginning to
appreciate the patina of old
survivors. It has the original
chrome and you can see where it
is starting to wear off where it’s
been polished through the years.”
Not only is car show spectators
appreciating the originality of

However, one of the car’s most
unusual options is part of its
drivetrain. The T-bird came
equipped with optional 3.91:1

rear end gears and a BorgWarner T-85 three-speed manual
transmission
with
overdrive.
Saelens calls it a “3 percent car”
because that small percentage
reflects how many of the 21,380
1957 Thunderbirds were built
with that transmission. Since
purchasing the car, Saelens
replaced the steep 3.91:1 gears
in the 9-inch rear axle with the
optional 3.56:1 gears, because
“When not in overdrive, you had
to shift before you even entered
the intersection when leaving a
stop light.”
Saelens is quick to note that his
car lacks is a continental kit, a
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popular accessory among today’s
1957 Thunderbird owners. “Ford
actually gave a directive not to
install a continental kit on a ’57
Thunderbird,” Saelens said. “The
’57 had a well for the spare tire,
whereas before, they laid flat and
took up most of the room in the
trunk. Besides, the ’57 is already
7/8 inches longer than a ’56 with
its continental kit.”

“Someone asked me if the car
was for sale the other day and I
said, ‘No, I am still alive.’
“It’s a keeper. It’s just a fantastic
car to drive.”

VANISHING AMERICANA:
FIVE FORMERLY COMMON
ROAD TRIP SIGHTS
Story & Photos by (historicvehicle.org)

Saelens notes his Thunderbird
was built early in the 1957 model
year, a model year that extended
into the production period of the
new 1958 passenger car line.
Saelens, who has become wellversed in 1957 Thunderbird
history, noted the extended 1957
T-bird production season was
due to Ford Motor Co.’s late
decision to build four-seat
Thunderbirds for 1958. As an
early 1957 T-bird, the power
steering system of Saelens’ car
has a different ram-and-valve
set-up than later units, and the
firing order is not cast into the
intake manifold.

Sometimes the most enduring
travel memories come not in
what you do when you reach
your destination but in the stuff
you see along the way. Check
out this shortlist of roadside
sights once commonplace along
America’s highways and rural
byways
that
are
now
disappearing or completely gone.
Full-Service Stations

Since the car is a driver, Saelens
has updated the chassis with

radial tires, a six-blade fan to
help cool the engine in parades
and a dual-brake master cylinder
from a 1966-’71 Mustang with
manual disc brakes for safety.
Otherwise, he’s happy to say the
car wears FoMoCo logos on its
other parts, and those parts get
their share of use. Not only does
it cruise, he put it through the
paces at Elkhart Lake’s Road
America vintage race day a few
years ago. And he’s still not done
having fun with it.
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If you’re old enough to remember
Esso gas (“Put a tiger in your
tank!”) and Mobile’s flying red
horse,
then
you
probably
remember the days when the
corner gas station offered more
than cheap coffee, bucket-sized
fountain drinks and two-for-one
breakfast burrito deals.

discount auto parts shops,
specialty tire stores and quicklube facilities that finally made full
and friendly corner gas service
sadly obsolete.

Hitchhikers

Phone Booths

Ever wonder how sticking out
your thumb became the universal
symbol for hitchhiking? Writing
for Slate.com, Forrest Wickham
found the actual origin for the
gesture rather murky. The first
reference to “thumbing” however,
happened in a 1925 article in
American
Magazine
that
described how “[t]he hitch hiker
stands at the edge of the road
and points with his thumb in the
direction he wishes to go.”

Drive into just about any gas
station up until the early 1970s
and the ding-dong bell activated
when your tires rolled over a
hose strung across the asphalt in
front of the pump would bring
attendants running to pump your
gas, check your oil, squeegee
your windshield and — because
every service station back in the
day
had
a
garage
and
experienced mechanics on the
premises — service just about
any mechanical need your car
required.
A combination of economic
factors led to the slow demise of
the full-service station. The long
lines and high prices brought on
by the oil embargoes of 1973-74
started the trend in self-serve
stations that could then offer
lower prices to penny-pinching
customers. Ditto for the wave of

Once a fixture on just about
every busy American street
corner, the iconic glassed phone
booth has quickly become a
dinosaur
of
communication
technology. Sure phone booths
could be dirty and smelly,
covered
with
graffiti,
foul
drawings and obscene messages
of the sort that have no place in
polite society, but the nostalgic
among us also remember the
phone booth as the place where
Clark Kent disappeared to
change into the Man of Steel.
And then there were any number
of Hollywood films in which a
phone booth has been used as
everything from a time-traveling
portal to a perfect cinematic
refuge for a lonely and, usually,
rain-soaked hero to reach out
and touch someone he loved.

In the decades after, “hitching” as
a means for people looking to
find work and/or see the country
on the cheap was more than just
common. It was an actual
“movement” pretty much until the
late 1960s. Then three things
happened, according to this
NBCnews.com report quoting
Syracuse
University
popular
culture expert, Robert Thompson.
“The interstate highway system
took over as the principal route of
long-distance
travel,
and
hitchhiking was forbidden on
these
well-patrolled
throughways,” Thompson said.
“Law enforcement in many
communities began taking a less
casual approach to hitchhikers.”
And finally, he said, “a generation
of paranoid horror tales of what
can happen if you hitchhike
scared the bejesus out of most
people who might otherwise have
taken up this unique form of ad
hoc carpooling.”
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Barn Ads

Once a popular medium in rural
America for advertising roadside
attractions,
restaurants
and
chewing tobacco, barn ads
largely fell into obscurity in the
mid-1920s. One company carried
on the trend — Mail Pouch
Tobacco. The company started
advertising on barns in the late
1880s and continued the trend
under
the
Bloch
Brothers
Tobacco Company of West
Virginia into the early 1960s
when some 20,000 Mail Pouch
barns were scattered across 22
states.
Mom and Pop Motor Courts
and Motels

During the 1930s and after WWII,
private owners dominated the
roadside lodging trade and,
according to this retrospective
over at Motel Americana, “offered
a glimpse of the American
Dream: home and business
ownership on the same site.”
Every motel (or “motor court” as
they were called back in the day)
used to have its own style and
charm. Owners used to model
the
façade
of
their
establishments with brick, stucco,
even logs — whatever fit the
local architecture and served to
attract
more
guests.
But then, according to Motel
Americana, came the interstate
highway system that began
snaking across the nation in the
1950s and 1960s. “Chains like
the Holiday Inn began to blur the
distinction between motels and
hotels…[and]
the
thrill
of
discovering the unique look and
feel of a roadside motel was
replaced by assurances of
sameness by hosts ‘from coast to
coast’.”

PAPA JOHN’S CAMARO
STOLEN, RECOVERED
Story & Photos by Brian Earnest (Old Cars
Weekly Magazine)

Three collector cars were stolen
during this year’s annual Detroitarea Woodward Dream Cruise
festivities, including the famed
1971 Chevrolet Camaro Z/28
owned by John Schnatter of the
Papa John’s pizza chain. The
Camaro had been inside a trailer
attached to a truck that was
parked at 960 E. Woodbridge at
midnight. At 7:30 a.m. Sunday,
the truck, trailer and Camaro
were reported missing.
According to published reports,
police recovered the truck
nearby, then later found the
Camaro in a driveway of an
abandoned house on Detroit’s
west side.

Okay. Before anyone gets miffed
by the picture and fires off an
angry comment reminding us that
wigwam motels were never very
common, we know. But unique
motels with real character sure
were. And that’s the point.

Schnatter, founder of the pizza
chain, originally sold the goldand-black Camaro Z28 for
$2,800 in 1983 to keep the family
business afloat.
He used the money to help
rescue is father’s tavern in
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Jeffersonville, Ind., and he used
the remainder to start a pizza
business.
Years later, Schnatter created a
website to help him search for
the long-lost Camaro and offered
$250,000 reward to whoever
found it. The car was eventually
located and Schnatter bought it
back in 2009.

Also missing was a red 1966
Chevrolet Corvette, reported
stolen Saturday afternoon in
Birmingham. It carries a black
soft top and custom license plate
ITSMY66. It was taken from the
Park Street parking structure
between 12:30 and 2 p.m.,
according to a report in the
Detroit Free Press.
A black 1966 Chevelle was also
reported missing in Bloomfield
Hills. The Chevelle was sitting on
a trailer overnight in the parking
lot of a hotel when it was stolen.
Also stolen were the 2007 Chevy
Silverado that had been pulling
the trailer and the Chevelle. The
pickup has a North Carolina
Purple Heart license plate, and
the Chevelle has a vintage 1966
North Carolina license plate.
The 21st annual Woodward
Dream Cruise was held Aug. 15
along a 16-mile stretch through
nine host communities. The
event draws about 1.5 million
people and 40,000 classic cars
each
year.
Anyone with information on the

thefts is ask to Birmingham police
at 248-644-3405. Bloomfield Hills
police can be reached at 248644-4200.

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW
1957 BMW ISETTA
CABRIOLET

“I had been watching around on
the Internet and this showed up
on eBay. An old retired school
teacher in Plant City, Fla., had it
sitting in the back of his garage.
That was in December of 2012…
and I bought it and had it shipped
up here.”

Story & Photos by Brian Earnest (Old Cars
Weekly Magazine)

Randy McMillen is a sucker for
unique “fixer-upper” cars, and his
wonderful 1957 BMW Isetta
Cabriolet filled the bill on all
fronts.
The
quirky
little
Germanengineered three-wheelers stand
out in pretty much any crowd
these days, and McMillen knew
his ’57 had more potential than
most. All it needed was some
patience and TLC.
“I’ve been told only about two
percent of the Isettas that came
into the United States were
cabriolets,” noted McMillen, a
microcar buff and collector from
Mansfield, Ohio. “This one had
sat for about 20 years. I bought it
from a used car lot and the only
reason I know some history on it
is by going through the archives
at BMW in Germany. I know the
date it was manufactured and
shipped to the U.S. It came to
New York and all we know is
there is a 1966 safety inspection
sticker
in
the
corner
of
windshield. That’s not a lot of
information … We know it was in
New York for at least 10 years.”

Regardless of who had owned it
or where it had been, McMillen
figured the Cabriolet was right up
his alley. He had already been
bitten by the microcar bug years
earlier, and he knew this one was
a great specimen that deserved
to be restored. “It had never been
taken apart. I was the first one to
take it apart and that’s the way I
like ’em. It had all the original
hardware. It was probably a 95
percent complete car. It’s the
rarer model and also had a
heater, which was optional, and it
also has the optional vent in front
door, which they call the ‘tropical’
door.”
McMillen has already restored on
Isetta previously — a 1959 that
he said was in far worse shape
than the ’57 Cabriolet that came
later. The ’59 had been cobbled
together with a bar stool for a
front seat and had a lot of
missing parts, but it gave
McMillen a chance to take an
Isetta completely apart and learn
how they operate. He put that
experience to good use with his
Cabriolet. The car has already
received its First Junior Award at
the AACA National Meet in
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Auburn and was scheduled to
compete for its Senior Award July
18 in Louisville.
Having the cars judged and
bringing home trophies and
plaques isn’t McMillen’s primary
goal when he restores his cars —
in addition to several other
microcars he’s also redone two
pre-war Plymouth pickups — but
it does dovetail nicely with his
desire to restore his cars as near
perfectly as he can.
“To me, that all adds to the
credentials,” he says. “I like the
originality. I like the AACA
judging and getting it back to the
way it was originally. That’s what
fun is for me. Restoration means
different things to a lot of people.
To me, restoration means
everything has to be as good as
or better than brand new. That
means everything has to come
apart. That’s why I take a lot of
time.”

among collectors and fans of
specialty models. The Isettas
became official BMWs from the
company factory, but they
weren’t
German
originally.
Neither the concept nor the end
product had its origins at BMW.
The Isetta’s predecessor had
been developed by the Iso Works
in
Italy,
from
which
BMW purchased the production
rights. Designed by Renzo
Rivolta
(who
was
later
responsible for the larger Iso
Rivolta), the minicar had sold
poorly in Italy, but caught on in
Germany. As fate would have it,
the Isetta happened to arrive at
an opportune moment – in the
midst of a boom in trendy little
cars.
For German production, the
original two-cylinder, two-stroke
engine was replaced by a 247cc
single-cylinder unit, derived from
BMW’s motorcycle engine.

spaced back wheels. Some
expert models had one back
wheel and high front impact bars
aimed at countries that taxed
three-wheelers at a lower rate.
Early models used friction-type
shock absorbers, while later
examples had hydraulic units.
Through the Iso and original
Isetta 250 looked very similar,
they were different cars and parts
were no interchangeable parts.
The Isetta’s steering wheel
moved forward along the frontopening door, which was the only
way into the car. The initial
version had a wraparound rear
window, folding sunroof and
small triangular side windows at
the front. Headlamps were
mounted separately alongside
the door. At the rear were
separate round tail lamps and a
center stoplight, with vertical
bumper guards over the thin
horizontal bumper. The front also
had tubular guards.

The Isetta debuted at the 1955
Frankfurt Show, along with the
huge
BMW
505
Pullman
limousine (which never went into
production).

Nicknamed the “rolling egg,” the
Isetta saw extensive use in the
German postal service during the
1950s and found an enthusiastic
following later among American
car hobbyists.
BMW’s microcars have always
attracted plenty of attention, but
when they were new and now

The entire drivetrain fit between
and ahead of the car’s narrowly

Though
it
was
originally
advertised as being able to fit
three, the debut Isettas were a
tight fit for two adults. In October
of 1956, a different configuration
debuted with two-section sliding
rear windows and a more modest
back-window wraparound.
Isettas began to arrive in the U.S.
for the 1957 model year and
were known as the 300 model. It
was slightly longer than the 250 it
replaced and came as a coupe,
coupe with sliding rear window,
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and cabriolet, which had a roll-up
soft top at the back of the roof.
They were priced at about $1,050
and weighed a whopping 770 lbs.
The 298cc engine on the 300
models shifted through a fourspeed manual transmission and
chain-drive. Drum brakes did the
stopping and drivers could expect
to get 40-45 mpg. With a tiny 3.4gallon fuel tank, that mean
Isettas could travel about 140
miles between stops at the filling
station.
BMW added a four-passenger
Model 600 later in 1957, but it
wasn’t enough to give the Isetta
much staying power. A more
conventional-looking 700 model
came along a year later and
lasted until 1965, but the threewheeled Isetta made it only until
1962.

McMillen has four Isettas in his
fleet, which are accompanied by
two Messerschmitt’s, the two
Plymouth pickups and a few
other oddities. He takes turns
driving all of them, although the
’57 Isetta has been on the road
sparingly since its restoration.
When it is done being judged,
however, McMillen says that will
change.
“I drove it just about 200 miles
since the restoration,” he says,
“but hopefully once it gets its
Senior Award — and maybe gets
nominated for a Grand National
Award — I’ll drive it a lot more.

I’m not a trailer queen person. I
like the have them really nice, but
they are made to drive. My two
Plymouth pickups are both really
nice, and we drive them all the
time.

09/12
to
09/13

McMillen admits to being more a
buyer than a seller, and has a
hard time with the idea of selling
off any of the cars he has spent a
lot of time reviving. He says the
’57 Isetta would be particularly
hard to part with. “Obviously it
gets a lot of attention,” he says.
“And it’s right up there for me
because it’s the rarer model, and
I like the unique things.
“I just love the weird, unique
vehicles, I guess,” he adds with a
laugh. “And microcars are very
hot right now … I have four
Isettas and I’m working on one
right now. I just get a kick out of
taking a piece of crap and trying
to make it look good!”

09/16

09/17
to
09/19
09/18
to
09/20

09/18

09/20
09/25
to
09/26
09/25
to
09/27

09/26

09/26

Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street Machines
Cook Out Car Show
Don Wilhelm Inc.
Jamestown, North Dakota
Oahe Speedway
ET Finals
Pierre, South Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Carolina Nationals
Charlotte, North Carolina
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Chicagoland Speedway
Joliet, Illinois
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Chicagoland Speedway
Joliet, Illinois
Jamestown Speedway
Stock Car Stampede
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
AAA Insurance
NHRA Midwest Nationals
St. Louis, Missouri
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway
Loudon, New Hampshire
James Valley Street Machines
& Don Wilhelm Inc. Present
5th Annual Dan Wilhelm
Car Show supporting the
ND Huntington's Disease
Foundation
Jamestown, North Dakota
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09/27
09/25
to
09/27

10/01
to
10/04

10/03

10/03

10/04

10/03

10/04

10/10
10/10
to
10/11

10/14

10/15
to
10/18
10/17
to
10/18

10/18

10/24

NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway
Loudon, New Hampshire
Oahe Speedway
11th Annual National Open
Finals with Class Races
Pierre, South Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Keystone Nationals
Reading, Pennsylvania
Top End Dragways
TintMasters Street Legal Drags
Sabin, Minnesota
Oahe Speedway
Fall Finale
Shootout Races
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway
Fall Finale Class Races
Pierre, South Dakota
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Las Vegas Motor Speedway
Las Vegas, Nevada
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Dover International Speedway
Dover, Delaware
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Charlotte Motor Speedway
Charlotte, North Carolina
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Season Points Championship
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street Machines
Regular Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
AAA Texas
NHRA Fall Nationals
Dallas, Texas
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Big Money Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Kansas Speedway
Kansas City, Kansas
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Talladega Superspeedway

10/25

10/29
to
11/01

10/31

11/01

11/06

11/08

11/12
to
11/15

11/13

11/15

11/18

11/20

11/22

12/10

Talladega, Alabama
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Talladega Superspeedway
Talladega, Alabama
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Toyota Nationals
Las Vegas, Nevada
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Martinsville Speedway
Ridgeway, Virginia
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Martinsville Speedway
Ridgeway, Virginia
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Texas Motor Speedway
Fort Worth, Texas
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Texas Motor Speedway
Fort Worth, Texas
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
Auto Club
NHRA Finals
Pomona, California
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Phoenix International Raceway
Phoenix, Arizona
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Phoenix International Raceway
Phoenix, Arizona
James Valley Street Machines
Regular Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Homestead-Miami Speedway
Homestead, Florida
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Homestead-Miami Speedway
Homestead, Florida
James Valley Street Machines
Awards Banquet 7:00
Prime Rib & Potato.
Live Auction @ the KC's
Jamestown, North Dakota

SWAP SHOP

Swap Shop ads are taken from James Valley
Street Machine members, NDSRA “Street
Talking” magazine, “Cars for Sale in
Jamestown” on Facebook.

WANTED: Garnish molding for
‘33-’35 Chevy Std. or ‘33-’34
Chevy master. 3 or 5 window
coupe, 2 or 4 door sedan,
windshield, and side glass,
whatever you have. Tom 701258-4805
WANTED: Hood for 1948 1-ton
Chevy Panel; speedometer and
any other odd parts. Kern Shull
701-341-7174
WANTED: ‘57 Cadillac body and
interior parts. Mainly seats and
bumpers. Dallas 701-436-6399
WANTED: ‘53 Olds left fender 88
or 98 will work, complete. Green
would be a bonus! Dallas 701436-6399
WANTED: 1955-59 step-side
pickups. Must be all complete,
ready to drive. Prefer: Chevy
Apache, 350 CU or less, no 6 cyl,
and color of red, white, and blue,
auto Trans, hwy gears. Call or
text Duane 701-425-5358
WANTED: Step side short or
long box rear end gate for a 67-
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72 Chevy pickup. Colin St. Croix
701-240-4459
WANTED:
Cruise
control
vacuum servo (350 engine) for a
1974 Monte Carlo. Bill 701-7207183
WANTED: 46-47 Ford 1/2 ton
pickup for restoration project.
Paul 701-360-3190
WANTED: 1959 Impala steering
wheel. (Good Condition) Horn
ring also if possible. Myron 701367-9070
FOR SALE: 1941 Ford gas truck.
Needs total resto. 701-436-6399
FOR SALE: 49-51 Merc. Parts. 3
- 49/50 bumper cores, $100 ea.
Hood hinges (great condition),
$150.00 for all 6 pieces. Pair
NOS trunk hinges, $125.00/pair.
Keyed 50/51 ignition switch,
$35.00+Shipping. Sterling 701349-3913
FOR SALE: ‘34 Plymouth Sedan
hot rod. Ready to cruise. Bugs
701-678-2908
FOR SALE: 1932 Ford 2dr
sedan project with title missing,
lots of parts, $7,500. 1930-31
Ford Coupe body, $3,500. Old
pop machines. Kevin 701-3677762
FOR
SALE:
Professional
hydraulic louver press. Punches
3” traditional louvers. Press was
constructed using a kit from
“Good Times Louver Co.” Frame
is 3”X3”X1/4” steel tube. Mounted
on casters for easy mobility but
could be bolted to the floor. Unit
was used very little--Excellent
shape. Located in Minot. $4000offers. 701-838-7771
FOR SALE: 1940 Packard 110,
rare 2 door sedan. Complete but

rusty; challenging but buildable.
Have original title in previous
owner’s name. $1500. Larry 218463-4510
or
hotrods37@outlook.com.
FOR SALE: Dual carburetor
setup on Oppenheimer intake for
230 or 250 Chevy 6 cylinder.
$325.00. Bill 701-720-7183
FOR SALE: 200-4R auto tranny
$300.00. Bill 701-720-7183
FOR SALE: 49-52 Chevy Heater
box, $15.00. 49-52 Chevy Hood,
$100.00 both very good shape.
Myron 701-367-9070
FOR SALE: 1953 Chevrolet 210
2 Dr post - well-built unfinished
rod project. Chassis done with
rebuilt Camaro clip and fresh 4
link rear; set up for SBC. Body
completely done and in primer.
Most parts to reassemble except
windshield. Clear title $3500.
1940 Packard 2 Dr Sedan,
complete but rusty $1600. 51/52
F1, complete except tailgate.
Nice cab and box complete
original drive train, front fenders
and running boards rusty $750.
No title. Larry 218-463-2259 or
hotrods37@mncable.com.
FOR SALE: 2pr) '58 Buick finned
brake drums $200.00/pr. 2)
Wayne 80 gas pumps $500.00
ea. 1935 Dodge P.U. cab (nice)
w/ frame, grill shell, hood. Titled
$800.00 1932 Ford frame Kmember only w/arms $800.00
Model A frame rear cross
member $40.00 2) '54 Buick wire
wheels powder painted tan
$100.00 ea. 1964 Seeburg juke
box, needs minor work $500.00
Dave 701-274-8475
FOR SALE: 1957 Chevy 2door
hardtop 350 ZZ4, 700RTrans
posi-rear, burgundy w/ gold flake,
white leather interior, 2" dropped

spindles, disc front, power
steering,
tilt,
cruise,
air.
$37,000.00 Dave 701-274-8975
FOR SALE: Need a gas tank for
your project/current ride? Sale on
"Tanks" gas tanks. Drop shipped
to your door. Dave 701-274-8975
WANTED: 4.3 Chevy V-6
carbureted w/ fuel pump on
block. Dave 701-274-8975
INSPECTIONS:
Vehicle
inspections done at Dallas
Kustoms in Hillsboro, ND. Call
701-436-6399
FOR SALE: I have my 1970
Coupe Deville Cad for sale All
original.70,000 miles, New tires
Very nice It is all gold in color
outside and inside From one to
ten it is an eight. Gary
Zahalka PH 605-380-4092
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SUMMERTIME
COOKOUTS
It’s free to all. Our last one is
coming up this month at Don
Wilhelm Chevrolet on
Wednesday September 16th
6:30. Come on out at see the
cool rides and have some
free hamburgers (While they
last!)
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