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1970 Gathering at the "Skovy Toy Box"
517 15t Street East Jamestown ND
Great 70 Music from
701-202-7067 for more details
Refreshments supplied from "Fred's Den"
Come One, Come All. This event is free to the public
Friday, May 8th 7:00 to Midnight

Come dressed in 70°s costume and receive a free prize (While supplies last)

I-94 SUPERCENTER
252-3363

GAS & DIESEL. EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

US 281 & 194

JAMES VALLEY STREET MACHINES PRESENTS
WELCOME BACK KOTTER (SUMMER)

MONTHLY MEETING @ FRED'S DEN
WEDNESDAY NIGHT, APRIL 15TH

113 1st Avenue South * Jamestown ND
Between the Office Bar & Sabir's II (Jamestown, ND)
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LOOKING TOWARDS
THE FUTURE

Story& Photos by Skovy
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Great time to bring out the

sleeping giant(s) from the

garages and shine them up.

The people at work here
chuckles at me because since
my accumulation of collector cars
over the winter, | find it hard to
know which one to drive. Thank
goodness t he
invented. Put all the cars on the
wall and throw.

All levity and bragging aside, |

mu st tell

readyfora very

This year we are going to have
ASnap Tripso. I

out a couple of suggestions and
off we go. These will only be 1
overnight or something we can
drive to during the day and be
back at night. No reason for all
our cars, trucks, and bikes to be
collecting dust in the warehouses
and garages.
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JAMES VALLEY STREET MACHINES PRESENTS
WELCOME BACK KOTTER (SUMMER)

1970's Gathering at the "Skovy Toy Box"
517 1st Street East Jamestown ND
Great 70's Music from )
701-202-7067 for more details
Refreshments supplied from "Freds Den"
Come One, Come All. This event is free to the public
Friday, May 8th 7:00 to Midnight
Come dressed in 70's costume and receive a free prize (While supplies last)

wa s
| think this would be a blast!

May 8" everybody. Mark it down
on your calendar. The James

e v er y b ovdllgy Steet Machings @d have
act i ve the urbpiieg | Kickoff

party.
EVERYBODY IS INVITED. We
wilgbe puitigg up postets oy
town, closing off the street and
getting down
you come in 706s
be a cool special gift for you.
Look for the poster in this
magazine.

Lots of stuff happening. Come to
the meeting on April 15", This will

wi t h

Darlene Mcllonie 04/01
Lee Briese 04/09
Duane Gehring 04/10
Penny Briese 04/12
Robert Gums 04/13
Janis Bensch 04/15
Pauline Lynn 04/15
Gary Petrek 04/15
Shawn Erdahl 04/23
Randy Lynn 04/24
Paul Emo 04/25
Leon Westerhausen 04/29
Crystel Miller 04/30
Miss your birthday? Please
contact me at 701-202-7067
whereas | can update your
records.

ACTIVE MEMBERS
Allmer, Michael .
AIZdQI’ eﬁ, J hd &Ka\;\llall

gA"?‘lcferso’n, Bruce aefhy

Anderson, Roger & Meleia
Anderson, Scott & Kim
Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla
Balvitsch, Wayne
Behm, Earl & Connie

f
I

First fiSnap Tripo bée at Fredds Den. Bensch Paul & Janis

Let 0s cruise t he AEnchanted Berg, Wayne & Tami

Hi ghwayo, or | et 6Bethereas e square! s o me Beyer, James

ghost towns and derelicts and SlfOVy _ Block, Scott & Pat

travel to them. Wedll take pictures ran ; Max illiams
of our cars on these trips and at Want to get on t h(ﬁp AaRRYRes: Maxe&dV '
the Awards Banquet make a email list? A RUMBLERO i ss g

decision what 12 dpitetldibes wedl | Briese, Lee & Penny

use and make a calendar for
2016.

Skovy@donwilhelm.com

Calheim, Clifford & Marla
Carow, Billy & Candace
Demarcy, Jared

Visit us 24/7 at jamesvalleystreetmachines.com
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Dewald, Joel & Della
Dodd,Jim & Mary Jo

Emo, Paul

Erdahl, Shawn (Shady) & Dawn
Frank, Tracy

Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth
Gehring, Duane & Kathleen
Geisler, David

Gibson, Teddy & Diane
Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim
Gilge, Larry & Cindy
Godfrey, Collin

Gray, JeriLynn &Andy
Greenlund, Ron & Darlene
Gumke, Matt

Gums, Robert & Candace
Guthmiller, Neil & Linda
Heiman, Tyler

Hoggarth, Scott

Holzkamm, Al & Cindy
Houge, Jason & Ann Marie
Huber, Al & Sue

Jacobson, Verdell (Jake) & Linda
Jangula, Duane

Jaskoviak, Steen (Skovy)
Jensen, Paul & Sue
Johnson, Brandon & Sonia
Kamlitz, Brian

Karn, Dale & Sue

Keim, Lyman & Darlene
Kessler, Michael & Mary
Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis
Kolb, Dale & Nidia

Kummer, Jeffrey & Erin
Lade, Joshua

Lang, John (JR)

Layton, Viril & Mary

Loose, Larry & Bonita
Lulay, Bob & Alma

Lynn, Randy

Lynn, Tyler & Pauline
Martin, Randy & Patti
Mathias, Roger & Bonnie
McCreedy, Terrance
McCullough, Gary & Billie
Mcllonie, Bernie & Darlene
Meidinger, Jamie

Meyer, Ken & Annie

Miller, Randy & Crystel

Mischka, Kenneth & Judy
Mittleider, Cody & Elaine
Mitzel, LeRoy

Moser, LeRoy & Gloria
Nelson, Troy & Lois
Nenow, Roger & Lois
Nogosek, Aaron & Amy
Noot, Jay & Bryant
Olson, David & Adele
Olson, Taylor

Orness, Stan & Sharon
Pdzner, Elroy & Elayne
Petrek, Gary

Poppe, Jerry & Ardie
Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda
Redinger, Dale

Rixen, Dennis

Schauer, Ronald & Cindy
Schlenker, Mark
Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia
Seher, Jeff

Specht, Gary & Margaret
Specht, Leslie & Debra
SpeckmanbDale & Pamela
Strombert, Bryan
Swedlund, Troy & Emmy
Thoele, Kevin & Kim
Thomas, Troy & Tricia
Timm, Curt

Titman, Nick

Tracy, Dean & Martha
VanFleet, Richard
Vining, Taylor

Wegenast, Colin & Toni
Westerhausen, Leon & Mary Jane
Wiest, J.P. & Jud
Wilhelm, Jeff

Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy
Willman, Casey & Jessica
Willman, Dusty

Wolf, Cameron

Wolff, Clayton & Beverly
Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn
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Hello Everyone, A Couple of
Reminders:

Steak Fry Run Thursday evening

is one you don6ét want

Most all Friday activities will be at
the Spirit Lake Casino and
Resort, the Casino has gone all
out with many
new Friday activities including a
$10,000 Poker Run.

Check t he iftentative
at www.greaterdakotaclassics.co
m for specific times and details.

ENTERTAINMENT NEWS:

Saturday starting at noon
entertainment will include a 1
hour ELVIS tribute... plus there
will be Roy Orbison, Buddy Holly,
Paul  Anika, and Connie
Francis...etc. tributes. The female
tributes will be sung by a young
girl named Alexandria who has
an amazing captivating voice.

Saturday at 5:00 PM they will be
followed by the very entertaining
and versatile band called the
Front Fenders, check them out
atwww.thefrontfenders.com they

will be entertaining until 9:00 PM.
They deliver a high energy Rock

N 6 Rol | evening of
some greats from the
7006 s, 806s and some
stuff along with some country

favorites.

Sunday from 10:30 to 2:30 Bob &
the Beachcombers will be

Visit us 24/7 at jamesvalleystreetmachines.com
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Surfingd t he @ROckigd anibde Sabiros |1 o pSgb'm said papy of the problem
7006s Check t h e MowntdWhilamestown with the former restaurant was

atwww.bobandthebeachcombers.
com They are an all-ages family
fun show featuring the surfing
hits of the sixties, some of the
classic rock &

along with popular favorites from
the 706s and
not just the musici i t 6 s s
more.

Collector Car Auction reminder:
George is taking consignments
for the collector car auction, you
can put a reserve price on you
vehicle. Contact George at 701-
240-

6771 or gem@min.midco.net List
early for maximum exposer.

INSIDE VENDERS CONTACT
Tara tarajo97@msn.com

OUTSIDE VENDERS
INCLUDING FOOD CONTACT
Terrytwallacedlpb@gondtc.com

75" Anniversary 1940 model year
cars will be leading the parade
and have special parking in Ball
Diamond #1 on Saturday.

Fewer than 21 will have special
parking in Ball Diamond #1 on
Sunday.

REMINDER for those who are
not yet registered: Registration
goes up $10. May 1%,

Hope to see you there!!!

Dale’s Auto Restoration
Street Rods, Customs, Muscle Cars, Classics

Dale & Pam Speckmann, Owners
229 S. 22" Street — Bismarck, ND 58504

Phone (701) 258-5336
www.dalesautorestore.com

Custom paint
Body Work
Chop Tops
Metal Fabrication

t he

o

Story & Photos byhris Olson (The
Jamestown Sun)

; AWe have a wonderful
ﬁ"' u>/"' tOSut the training was
he said. Al 6l 1 be ha
\ | 6 m ataughtechef that knows
the front and back of
Sabir said he has brought two
veterans from his Valley City
The doors opened this week at Baeskt)al\tjlrl?:é t(;nf:jelsphgiia;nAtuf}? staff,
Sabir ds testgurantin @ e w y '
familiar location in Jamestown. Sabi d he h Kent
abir sai e has kept many
Nam Sabir, owner and operator 'éeg]f ifrsom thei eBuffaGIor .C'Ityl 6s I u
of Sabiros in Valley c'i A a | ng
L . menuYand added’items 8uch’ds
with silent partner Jim Boyd, are shrimp cocktail made with jumbo
the new owners of the former shrim calamari.  fresh-made
Buffalo City Rotisserie Grill hummpl;s chicke;n fettuccine
restaurant n- d_owntown Alfred and eggplant parmesan.
Jamestown. Sabir said Jim Heyer Sabir said the b|gé;est ch%n%e
remains the b.u' ldi guegtswnl see With- the’ menu'ls
has sold the restaurant business having fresh fish. The menu will
to Sabir. have fresh walleye, Mahi Mabhi,
L . salmon and shrlm{)
il 6ve been interested i his place
since it opened, when Brian FEachekwa d weol | feat
Lunde first opened the selection of fresh f
restaurant, o he S""ﬁ'T“!n'is w éte kadibutd and
i i ) ) sal mon. 0
Sabir said he is changing very
! ! t tle ‘?‘b out th Sabir ga%sdlﬁriﬁgutﬁeas&iﬁgoa%d
interior and exterior decor. The summer months the restaurant
main outdoor sign will not be will  have fresh fruit and
changed until this spring. Sabir vegetables  bought _ from al.
said he wildl have tgengner p%araknct He
New name on the entrance door meat will be from local suppliers
windows in the coming week. as well
ABrian Lunde and i (Herﬁ/ehra)81 dS N b
a won d er ful o b Wf're(ts) ndt ogéll}%}proguc = (frl?ts
he sai d. AThe bui Qg )P ave L9 e when
doesndét need anythhesalg 1% % %o 9% .8

The changes Sabir has made to
the restaurant include additions
to the menu and staff training.

inconsistent service, a problem
he attributes to a series of
different managers at the
restaurant and not the staff.

Sabir said once the community
has gotten to know the restaurant

Visit us 24/7 at jamesvalleystreetmachines.com
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again and had a chance to try the
menu, he and the kitchen staff

will make adjustments to the
menu.

Al dm really exc
this restaurant,

a lot of people from Jamestown
come to Valley City to eat at my
restaurant, so | think people
know me over her

Sabir was born and raised in the
Kurdish part of Iraq. He grew up
working in his

In 1977 he moved to Germany
and in 1979 he immigrated to
Fargo with the help of a woman
from the Nativity Church in
Fargo. He started working as a
dishwasher when he first moved
here. He said he started college
at North Dakota State College of
Science in Wahpeton, but earned

a bachelordés de
information systems from
Minnesota State University

Moorhead. But restaurants are
his passion.

il | ove
grew up in a family that had a

f

it
0

BARN FIND
Story& Photos by Al Rogers (Old Cars
Weekly)

Bonner 1964 Ford Thunderbolt
eincovarbdb u tRare p e musolg
mbchines arigidally dwnedkama w
raced by the late Phil Bonner
was recently discovered in a
Georga barn.

e. o

gr

restaurant; it was always my
dream to have my
Sabirdos |I1 Wi

a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through
Saturday and drinks until 11 p.m.
and will be closed Sundays
Sabirds 1 i s

Ave. S. For more information, caII
952-9529.

I'm the best ra:

ce}

o

a

Last January | received a phone

call from Jason Thompson, a
trusted friend and muscle car
erghusiagt, regardiqu & elP64
Ford Fairlane Thunderbolt
stowed in a barn in northern
Georgia. Thompson said Floyd
Garrett o f FIl oyd
Car Museum in Sevierville,

rest aur an tegn, gad ppaen goptacigd by p |

d
of

Al l en with
purchase the significant
oliwmderpolt, which had been
hidden for more than 40 years. A
caII 19 %aﬁrett congir%ed
e news and € suggested | call
Allen to get the rest of the story.
Unbeknownst to Garrett, Allen
Cagqtlg%d de togeéh rin ihg
when photogra ed "an
original 1958 Ford Custom 300
for a national automobile
publication.
When | contacted Allen, he
confirmed his recent purchase of
the long-hidden 1964 Ford
Fairlane Thunderbolt. He had not
yet picked it up
be interested in documenting the
Thunderboltds fi
sunlight in decades. | replied,

Donal

11

Page|5
nTel | me when a
| ocation and 1 061

All Thunderbolts are special cars,
a sort of AHol y-
performance Ford enthusiasts.
Each Thunderbolt was modified
for Ford Motor Co. by Detroit
Steel Tubing Co. (DST) from a
289-powered Fairlane 500
coupe. DST built each Fairlane
into a 427-powered quarter-mile
hero, and then Ford placed them
into the hands of proven drag
racers after approval on a driver-

" by-driver basis.

Al l enbs
owned by the late Phil Bonner,
and was actually the second of
two Thunderbolts owned by the
respected race car driver. A
me mb er of Bonner
rolled and totaled his first
Thunderbolt upon making a pass
at Paradise Dragways in
Calhoun, Ga., while Bonner was
racing a Falcon at another event.
E dr h{lognr QO péowdﬁI Sonnfar

e second unde it °as 'a
replacement, and
F%”%”k}f%to Lape it A the C rgcglt
in e

ast and

e

story as we found that second
car long after its quarter-mile
glory days:

Visit us 24/7 at jamesvalleystreetmachines.com

nd gi
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http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A016.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A048.jpg
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A Thunderbolt slips into
obscurity

One cold Saturday morning |
made my way to a barn hidden
among the trees of northern
Georgia to witness the 1964 Phil
Bonner Thunderbolt being
recovered from its hiding place.
The scene was surreal. Before
me was a weathered brown barn
with particle board panels over
two of the door openings 0 the
last place one would expect to
find a legendary Thunderbolt
drag car. A third door opening
was blocked by only a vinyl tarp
hanging from the opening. A
quick double take revealed an old
Ford pickup parked in front of the
first door opening. | soon learned
that 1960 Ford F100 had been
sinking into that piece of earth for
the past 20 years, standing guard
in front of its little Thunderbolt
brethren hidden behind the thin
sheet of particle board. About 20
year s ago, t he
locked up and the owner decided
there was no rush to fix it. That
pickup had been standing guard
until this morning, when the
brakes would be freed and the
guard truck would finally be
moved from its post.

The Thunderbolt came to be in
this barn when Hal Reed learned
about it from a client back in the
early 680s. The
there was a 1964 Ford Fairlane
500 near Stone Mountain, Ga.,
listed for sale in a local
publication for a couple years.
Reed called the seller who said
the car was full of Ford race
engine parts. When Reed went to
see the car, he found it parked
under a porch-type structure for
years. Indeed, the car was full of
engine parts including a couple
427 engine blocks, cylinder
heads and high-rise manifolds; a
four-speed transmission was also

Visit us 24/7 at

in the trunk. Reed realized the
car was more than a Fairlane
500; it was a forgotten legend.
The 1964 Ford Fairlane 500 was
an important part of the Ford
Mot or Co. 0s
427 engine blocks and other
related racing parts were in it for
a reason. The seller was a body
man and had done work for a
local legendary drag racer. He
mentioned the little Fairlane 500
was originally owned by none
other than Phil Bonner. A deal
was struck by Reed to purchase
everything.

L ASK ANY RACER,
Y REAL RAC

| HIGHWAY 281 SOUTH
JAMESTOWN, ND 58401

T

F Re@d 8tarted bbuildikge éngines
while in high school and has built
a reputation as being one of the
best in the business. He 6 s
engines for many clients who
restore genuine Cobras,
Shel byoéss Mustangs, a
Thunderbolt and others. His
engine of choice is the Ford 427-
cid V-8, so the Thunderbolt was
right up his alley.

Two 427-cid V-8 engine blocks
were included with the car, and if
there was any question who Ford
sold this Thunderbolt to, the

jamesvalle

raci
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ABonner o stamped

provides the answer.

Initially, Reed wanted to
transform the Thunderbolt into a
pro-stock drag car. He started
working on the Thunderbolt soon
after receiving it at his shop.
Even though he was altering it,
each original part was retained
and stowed away for safe
keeping. The demands of work,
business and everyday life soon
took over and Reed stopped
working on the Thunderbolt in the
early ©690s. péarked
outdoors under a tarp at his

b uSP-t

—Cblson@Clntm =

WHERE THE MOVIES ARE "FAST AND FURIOUS™

DIGITAL PROJECTION
WALL TO WALL SCREENS
STADIUM SEATING

JAMESTOWN
BUFFALO MALL

[ $6.00 BEFORE 6:00 |
GIF[ CERTIFICATES
2 FOR $22 TUESDAVS

WWW. BISONGCINEMA COM

reetmachines.com

into

spent


http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-427-Engine-Block-1-_2_.jpg
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i No one really
attention to it,

in a while, someone would stop
by and ask about a part hanging
out of the tail light opening, and

| 6d just say, o1
the engine, Igue s s, 0 0

A short time later, Reed and his
wife, Vicky, purchased their
current house and property with
the barn. The Thunderbolt was
put in the barn immediately after
they took ownership. For more
than 20 years, the Thunderbolt
occupied the spot behind door
number one, tightly guarded by
an F100 and rarely seen by
anyone. To the
knowledge, it had been owned by
only two other people: Bonner
and the body man from whom
Reed purchased it.

A Clean and Green
Company for all your
Portable Restroom Needs

PO Box 1349
Jamestown, ND 58402

dandbportables@hotmail.com

Don and Bonnie Larson
Owners/Operators

701-952-7007

Several years back, Phil Bonner
sent a
deliver and pick up a car upon
which Reed had performed
cylinder head work. Its likely
Bonner 6s friend
Reedbés place for

frienatetov o

0

t

cplinderd headn work; he was

Page|7
Earlier in the spring, Reed had

prebaldydsent ta alsb.scofentc e spent time in the hospital. His

Reedod6s Fairlane
the manwho was sent
shop knew what he was looking
& sandanot lang afterp Bomrere
hi mself was
door. Reed agreed to give
Bonner a look. After looking at
the paint (it had been painted
three different colors) and
studying the stamping on the
fender apron, Bonner looked at

Reed and
| 6ve been trying
over 10 years. o

around and also asked if the T-10
Borg-Warner aluminum

b etrartsmissidn thd&k eaend ith the

Thunderbolt was for sale. Reed
agreed to sell the transmission
since Bonner needed it for a
Thunder bol t
building.

A few days later, Bonner called
Reed to ask if his old Thunderbolt
was for sale. At the time it was
not , and Reed
offer. Bonner never asked or

inquired again.

Retrieving a dusty legend

In late 2014, with some
convincing from longtime friend
Charlie Boulware, Reed decided
to sell the Thunderbolt to Donald
Aeéne WIS in Rolwn, Boulware
had met Allen and without
disclosing much about the car,
was told by Allen that if Reed

Wahtad to Selit) tb let him&know.
mor e t han t he

dec

5 @ream Aiqce apurehasing ythe
t DhunBeebeltd dvas to

see it
restored and to one day drive it.

tDmnald Allen is the man to do it.
k noc k Henig known foR leisevidbiddsclass

restorations on 427-powered
Ford Galaxies, Fairlanes, factory
' i ght weights and
restored several award-winning
Thunderbolts, including the cars
originally —owned by Dick

sai d, 0 AT MWBragnan, Milom Zolemanr Pete
tMountf StevedHornélliared otbeasr

Boowinge this, Reed lagregdd to
meet with Allen and a deal was
struck. Reed would get to see his
dream fulfilled by the best man
for the job.

In mid-January, the Thunderbolt

ficl onma® rembved frama the barn,

loaded onto an open trailer and
taken to its new home in Georgia
to begin the restoration process.
Together, Reed and Allen
carefully removed the particle
bdand pahelsBRoulware ragsisted
with the actual removal of the
Thunderbolt from its resting spot
and onto the trailer.

The removal of the Thunderbolt
had an added element of surprise
when Dick Brannan and Hubert

Platt from the original
Thunderbolt fraternity came by to
witness the event. These two
iconic Thunderbolt drag racing
drivers live minutes from where
Reed stored the Thunderbolt, yet
neither of them knew Phil
Bonner 6s car had

Visit us 24/7 at jamesvalleystreetmachines.com
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http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/Barn-Find-Passenger-Quarter-Panel-Tail-Light-Opening-2015.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A078.jpg
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under their nose for many years.
I n fact,

son Brian said,
canod6t believe
been here for my whole life &
very cool . 0

Allen plans to give the

Thunderbolt a rotisserie
restoration. He said his biggest
challenge will be finding the
correct new-old-stock air
induction box and an aluminum
T-10 Borg-Warner four-speed
transmission like Bonner used.

If everything comes together,

Allen has agreed to let Reed
make a pass behind the wheel,
thus fulfilling his dream of driving
the Thunderbolt.

Al Rogers will photograph the
Thunderboltéds

through its first pass at a local
Dragways.
Larry Davis, Dennis Kolodziej,
Larry Short and the late Bob
Trevarrow, the original founding
members of the organization to

document and preserve
information  regarding  these
special-built  Ford Motor Co.
vehicles. These gentlemen

determined the Thunderbolt barn
find with VIN #4F41K229249 was
#55 in build sequence and #64
for delivery sequence by the Ford
Motor Co.

This group and others make up
the Thunderbolt Owners
Association. Their cooperation
and help with obtaining factual

Heodod i ke

information for this and future

B4yemmold a n &teries dretparamount.
i My
t h i sLasflyhwithodtea phwooel call frana s

father and |
Jason Thompson and Floyd
Garrett sharing this story, it would
not have been possible to
photograph t he
retrieval.

With its Thunderbolt, Ford put
pedal to the metal

Factory-backed drag racing was
heating up in the early 1960s. By
1964 Ford already had lightened
some full-size models and then
loaded them with big-block
engines in the name of
professional racing. In the quest
to go faster, it then turned to its
intermediate  Fairlane line to
quickly shed more pounds as the
competition . heated up, ost

"€ Spbibly @ from© Ehrysi@r " Yafter

testing the feasibility of putting a
435%hp/427Ri@ V- in a Unibody
Fairlane in 1963, Ford contracted
Dearborn Steel Tubing Co. (DST)
to convert 100 1964 Ford
Fairlane 500 two-door sedans
with the 271-hp/289-cid V-8 into
race-ready Thunderbolts drag
machines.

The Fairlane 500 coupe was
chosen because it was the
lightest body style of the model,
and the hi-po version was
selected for its standard 9-inch
rear end and larger brakes. To
save weight, the cars were built
without sound deadener, sealer,
insulation, arm rests, mirrors,
carpeting, a radio, heater or rear
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window crank assemblies. The
carpet and passenger side wiper
were deleted, and the battery
was moved to the trunk for better
weight  transfer. The cars
dropped additional pounds from a
stock Fairlane 500 through the
Tubkeu of dfieerglass | frond $enders
and fiberglass hoods using a
teardrop-shaped bubble to clear
the 427 high-rise intake
manifolds. Early Thunderbolts
had a fiberglass front bumper
skin, but an aluminum bumper
replaced the fiberglass unit as it
was not always considered legal
in Super Stock and A/FX class
competition. Plexiglas windows
and Ford Econoline van bucket
seats also lightened the load
from pedestrian Fairlane 500s,
and the jack was also thrown in
the dumpster. Removing the
inboard headlamp assembly on
each side not only reduced
weight, it directed fresh oxygen to
the air box atop the dual four-

venturi carburetors atop the
Thunder bot8t 6s 427 V
It wasnot al |l about
weight. Thunderbolts were

equipped with a 8,000-rpm

FoMoCo Rotunda tachometer,
and of course, that High-Rise 427
added pounds in name of
guarter-mile glory. For getting the
power to the pavement, a beefy
rear traction bar assembly held
the Detroit Locker rear end. In
the end, the cars weighed about
3,200 Ibs.

The first batch of 11
Thunderbolts  were painted
Vintage Red, while the remaining
89 cars in the final seven batches
were each built in white. The cars
wer e
but Ford is said to have given
them to drivers for a $1 pittance
as a formality in order to ensure
they went into the right hands. It
wa s al |l
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Performance program to boost its
performance image during the
mid-1960s.

All of the efforts by Ford Motor
Co., DST and the drivers
selected to receive Thunderbolts
resulted in quarter-mile times at
or below the 11-second mark,
and entry into the annals of fame
in drag racing lore.
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Buffate City
TOURISM

FOUNDATION

Jamestown, North Dakota
Story& Photos by Searle Swedlund

The Jamestown Tourism Office is
small, understated and mistaken
for a number of other buildings.

However, in a typical summer it
welcomes over 3000 people from
al | over t he
where people can come to find
what they are looking for, or look
for something they ultimately find.
The Tourism staff provides
knowledge and concierge for
anyone l ooking
Jamestown and North Dakota.

By the numbers, the tourism
office may not look like much
from the outside, but inside we
provide:

1) 88 brochures on North
Dakota

2) 1 bathroom

3) store 120,000 brochures
for distribution

4) in 2014, we distributed
37,683 community
guides to people from all
over the world

5) 5 brochures that highlight
the 31 miles of unique
hiking, biking & running
trails in Jamestown

With  summer approaching, |
would encourage you to explore
the region. It may be surprising
to l earn about
know about an area. When
planning a summer trip, the
Jamestown Tourism staff would
love to aid in your process. We
have a number of resources at
hand.

In May, the  Jamestown
Community Calendar will launch
which will provide people a one
stop shop for all their information

wor |
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needs. Look for more
information next month.

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW

1958 Chrysler Saratoga
Story& Photos by Brian Earne&tKen Bielo
(Old Cars Weekly)

0 fidi scover o

| lived in Fall River, Mass., in
1991. While running an errand, |
drove past a used car dealership

that had areally cool-l ook i ng

car in the front row. | did not
know what it was until | got up
close and checked it out. It was a
1958 Chrysler Saratoga four-door
hardt op. | & mcangbtt
my eyes first; the color combo or
the sweeping fins. Either way, |
knew | wanted it, four doors and
all.

After starting the car, by way of
the push-button drive, | heard the
wonderful sound of a classic,
American V-8 motor! Running
through factory dual exhausts,
the engine was smooth and
revwed powerfully. | took the car
for a test drive, and was amazed
at the looks this vehicle was
getting, and al

W II|r oth qr[]orlsta é Hr%v the

ack e dealer an
sealed the deal. | came back the
next day to collect my new baby.

Since | did not have a garage to
store and work on the Saratoga, |
kept it at my in-l awb s

Each week, as time and funding
permitted, | went to work on the
car. The gas tank had a leak, the
carburetor needed to be rebuilt,
the transmission was weeping
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