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LOOKING TOWARDS 

THE FUTURE  
Story & Photos by Skovy 

 
Well, itôs finally here. Spring! 
Great time to bring out the 
sleeping giant(s) from the 
garages and shine them up. 
 
The people at work here 
chuckles at me because since 
my accumulation of collector cars 
over the winter, I find it hard to 
know which one to drive. Thank 
goodness the ñDartò was 
invented. Put all the cars on the 
wall and throw. 
 
All levity and bragging aside, I 
must tell everybody that ñGet 
ready for a very active summer!ò 
This year we are going to have 
ñSnap Tripsò. Iôm going to throw 
out a couple of suggestions and 
off we go. These will only be 1 
overnight or something we can 
drive to during the day and be 
back at night. No reason for all 
our cars, trucks, and bikes to be 
collecting dust in the warehouses 
and garages. 
 
First ñSnap Tripò é 
Letôs cruise the ñEnchanted 
Highwayò, or letôs look at some 
ghost towns and derelicts and 
travel to them. Weôll take pictures 
of our cars on these trips and at 
the Awards Banquet make a 
decision what 12 pictures weôll 
use and make a calendar for 
2016. 
 

 
 
I think this would be a blast! 
 
May 8

th
 everybody. Mark it down 

on your calendar. The James 
Valley Street Machines will have 
the Spring Kickoff party. 
EVERYBODY IS INVITED. We 
will be putting up posters around 
town, closing off the street and 
getting down with 70ôs music. If 
you come in 70ôs garb, there will 
be a cool special gift for you. 
Look for the poster in this 
magazine. 
 
Lots of stuff happening. Come to 
the meeting on April 15

th
. This will 

be at Fredôs Den. 
 
Be there or be square! 
Skovy 
 
Want to get on the ñRUMBLERò 
email list? ñRUMBLERò issues to 
date é 11,416! 

 Skovy@donwilhelm.com 

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS  

Darlene McIlonie 04/01 
Lee Briese  04/09 
Duane Gehring  04/10 
Penny Briese  04/12 
Robert Gums  04/13 
Janis Bensch  04/15 
Pauline Lynn  04/15 
Gary Petrek  04/15 
Shawn Erdahl  04/23 
Randy Lynn  04/24 
Paul Emo  04/25 
Leon Westerhausen 04/29 
Crystel Miller  04/30 
 
Miss your birthday? Please 
contact me at 701-202-7067 
whereas I can update your 
records. 

ACTIVE MEMBERS  

Allmer, Michael 

Andersen, Jeff(Andy) & Karla 

Anderson, Bruce & Kathy 

Anderson, Roger & Meleia 

Anderson, Scott & Kim 

Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla 

Balvitsch, Wayne 

Behm, Earl & Connie 

Bensch, Paul & Janis 

Berg, Wayne & Tami 

Beyer, James 

Block, Scott & Pat 

Brandenburger, Max & Williams, 

Laura 

Briese, Lee & Penny 

Calheim, Clifford & Marla 

Carow, Billy & Candace 

Demarcy, Jared 

mailto:Skovy@donwilhelm.com
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Dewald, Joel & Della 

Dodd, Jim & Mary Jo 

Emo, Paul 

Erdahl, Shawn (Shady) & Dawn 

Frank, Tracy 

Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth 

Gehring, Duane & Kathleen 

Geisler, David 

Gibson, Teddy & Diane 

Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim 

Gilge, Larry & Cindy 

Godfrey, Collin 

Gray, JeriLynn & Andy 

Greenlund, Ron & Darlene 

Gumke, Matt 

Gums, Robert & Candace 

Guthmiller, Neil & Linda 

Heiman, Tyler 

Hoggarth, Scott 

Holzkamm, Al & Cindy 

Houge, Jason & Ann Marie 

Huber, Al & Sue 

Jacobson, Verdell (Jake) & Linda 

Jangula, Duane 

Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy) 

Jensen, Paul & Sue 

Johnson, Brandon & Sonia 

Kamlitz, Brian 

Karn, Dale & Sue 

Keim, Lyman & Darlene 

Kessler, Michael & Mary 

Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis 

Kolb, Dale & Nidia 

Kummer, Jeffrey & Erin 

Lade, Joshua 

Lang, John (JR) 

Layton, Viril & Mary 

Loose, Larry & Bonita 

Lulay, Bob & Alma 

Lynn, Randy 

Lynn, Tyler & Pauline 

Martin, Randy & Patti 

Mathias, Roger & Bonnie 

McCreedy, Terrance 

McCullough, Gary & Billie 

McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene 

Meidinger, Jamie 

Meyer, Ken & Annie 

Mille r, Randy & Crystel 

Mischka, Kenneth & Judy 

Mittleider, Cody & Elaine 

Mitzel, LeRoy 

Moser, LeRoy & Gloria 

Nelson, Troy & Lois 

Nenow, Roger & Lois 

Nogosek, Aaron & Amy 

Noot, Jay & Bryant 

Olson, David & Adele 

Olson, Taylor 

Orness, Stan & Sharon 

Patzner, Elroy & Elayne 

Petrek, Gary 

Poppe, Jerry & Ardie 

Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda 

Redinger, Dale 

Rixen, Dennis 

Schauer, Ronald & Cindy 

Schlenker, Mark 

Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia 

Seher, Jeff 

Specht, Gary & Margaret 

Specht, Leslie & Debra 

Speckman, Dale & Pamela 

Strombert, Bryan 

Swedlund, Troy & Emmy 

Thoele, Kevin & Kim 

Thomas, Troy & Tricia 

Timm, Curt 

Titman, Nick 

Tracy, Dean & Martha 

VanFleet, Richard 

Vining, Taylor 

Wegenast, Colin & Toni 

Westerhausen, Leon & Mary Jane 

Wiest, J.P. & Judy 

Wilhelm, Jeff 

Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy 

Willman, Casey & Jessica 

Willman, Dusty 

Wolf, Cameron 

Wolff, Clayton & Beverly 

Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn 

 
Hello Everyone, A Couple of 
Reminders: 

Steak Fry Run Thursday evening 
is one you donôt want to miss!!! 

Most all Friday activities will be at 
the Spirit Lake Casino and 
Resort, the Casino has gone all 
out with many 
new Friday activities including a 
$10,000 Poker Run. 

Check the ñtentativeò schedule 
at www.greaterdakotaclassics.co
m for specific times and details. 

ENTERTAINMENT NEWS: 

Saturday starting at noon 
entertainment will include a 1 
hour ELVIS tribute... plus there 
will be Roy Orbison, Buddy Holly, 
Paul Anika, and Connie 
Francis...etc. tributes. The female 
tributes will be sung by a young 
girl named Alexandria who has 
an amazing captivating voice. 

Saturday at 5:00 PM they will be 
followed by the very entertaining 
and versatile band called the 
Front Fenders, check them out 
atwww.thefrontfenders.com they 
will be entertaining until 9:00 PM. 
They deliver a high energy Rock 
Nô Roll evening of fun playing 
some greats from the 50ôs, 60ôs, 
70ôs, 80ôs and some of the new 
stuff along with some country 
favorites. 

Sunday from 10:30 to 2:30 Bob & 
the Beachcombers will be 

http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/
http://www.thefrontfenders.com/
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Surfingô the 60ôs and Rockingô the 
70ôs. Check them out 
atwww.bobandthebeachcombers.
com They are an all-ages family 
fun show featuring the surfing 
hits of the sixties, some of the 
classic rock & roll of the 50ôs, 
along with popular favorites from 
the 70ôs and the 80ôs as well!! Itôs 
not just the music ï itôs so much 
more. 

Collector Car Auction reminder: 
George is taking consignments 
for the collector car auction, you 
can put a reserve price on you 
vehicle. Contact George at 701-
240-
6771 or gem@min.midco.net List 
early for maximum exposer. 

 INSIDE VENDERS CONTACT 
Tara tarajo97@msn.com 

OUTSIDE VENDERS 
INCLUDING FOOD CONTACT 
Terrytwallacedlpb@gondtc.com    

75
th
 Anniversary 1940 model year 

cars will be leading the parade 
and have special parking in Ball 
Diamond #1 on Saturday. 

Fewer than 21 will have special 
parking in Ball Diamond #1 on 
Sunday. 

  

REMINDER for those who are 
not yet registered: Registration 
goes up $10. May 1

st
. 

Hope to see you there!!! 

 

 

Sabirôs II opens in 
Downtown Jamestown                       

Story & Photos by Chris Olson (The 

Jamestown Sun) 

 

The doors opened this week at 
Sabirôs II, a new restaurant in a 
familiar location in Jamestown. 

Nam Sabir, owner and operator 
of Sabirôs in Valley City, along 
with silent partner Jim Boyd, are 
the new owners of the former 
Buffalo City Rotisserie Grill 
restaurant in downtown 
Jamestown. Sabir said Jim Heyer 
remains the buildingôs owner, but 
has sold the restaurant business 
to Sabir. 

ñIôve been interested in this place 
since it opened, when Brian 
Lunde first opened the 
restaurant,ò he said. 

Sabir said he is changing very 
little about the restaurantôs 
interior and exterior decor. The 
main outdoor sign will not be 
changed until this spring. Sabir 
said he will have the restaurantôs 
new name on the entrance door 
windows in the coming week. 

ñBrian Lunde and Jim (Heyer) did 
a wonderful job with this place,ò 
he said. ñThe building and decor 
doesnôt need anything done to it.ò 

The changes Sabir has made to 
the restaurant include additions 
to the menu and staff training. 

Sabir said part of the problem 
with the former restaurant was 
inconsistent service, a problem 
he attributes to a series of 
different managers at the 
restaurant and not the staff. 

ñWe have a wonderful staff here, 
but the training was inconsistent,ò 
he said. ñIôll be hands on here. 
Iôm a self-taught chef that knows 
the front and back of the house.ò 

Sabir said he has brought two 
veterans from his Valley City 
restaurant to help train the staff, 
Deb Muncy and Sheila Ault. 

Sabir said he has kept many 
items from the Buffalo City 
Rotisserie Grillôs lunch and dinner 
menu and added items such as 
shrimp cocktail made with jumbo 
shrimp, calamari, fresh-made 
hummus, chicken fettuccine 
Alfred and eggplant parmesan. 
Sabir said the biggest change 
guests will see with the menu is 
having fresh fish. The menu will 
have fresh walleye, Mahi Mahi, 
salmon and shrimp. 

ñEach weekend weôll feature a 
selection of fresh fish,ò he said. 
ñThis weekend its halibut and 
salmon.ò 

Sabir said during the spring and 
summer months the restaurant 
will have fresh fruit and 
vegetables bought from local 
farmerôs markets. He said the 
meat will be from local suppliers 
as well. 

ñOur emphasis will be on using 
fresh and locally produced fruits 
and vegetables when possible,ò 
he said. 

Sabir said once the community 
has gotten to know the restaurant 

http://www.bobandthebeachcombers.com/
http://www.bobandthebeachcombers.com/
tel:701-240-6771
tel:701-240-6771
tel:701-240-6771
mailto:gem@min.midco.net
mailto:tarajo97@msn.com
mailto:twallacedlpb@gondtc.com
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again and had a chance to try the 
menu, he and the kitchen staff 
will make adjustments to the 
menu. 

ñIôm really excited about opening 
this restaurant,ò he said. ñI know 
a lot of people from Jamestown 
come to Valley City to eat at my 
restaurant, so I think people 
know me over here.ò 

Sabir was born and raised in the 
Kurdish part of Iraq. He grew up 
working in his fatherôs restaurant. 
In 1977 he moved to Germany 
and in 1979 he immigrated to 
Fargo with the help of a woman 
from the Nativity Church in 
Fargo. He started working as a 
dishwasher when he first moved 
here. He said he started college 
at North Dakota State College of 
Science in Wahpeton, but earned 
a bachelorôs degree in computer 
information systems from 
Minnesota State University 
Moorhead. But restaurants are 
his passion. 

ñI love restaurants,ò he said. ñI 
grew up in a family that had a 
restaurant; it was always my 
dream to have my own.ò 

Sabirôs II will serve food from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and drinks until 11 p.m. 
and will be closed Sundays. 
Sabirôs II is located at 103 1st 
Ave. S. For more information, call 
952-9529. 

 

 

BARN FIND                       
Story & Photos by Al Rogers (Old Cars 

Weekly) 

Bonner 1964 Ford Thunderbolt 

uncovered. Rare muscle 

machine originally owned and 

raced by the late Phil Bonner 

was recently discovered in a 

Georgia barn. 

 

Last January I received a phone 
call from Jason Thompson, a 
trusted friend and muscle car 
enthusiast, regarding a 1964 
Ford Fairlane Thunderbolt 
stowed in a barn in northern 
Georgia. Thompson said Floyd 
Garrett of Floyd Garrettôs Muscle 
Car Museum in Sevierville, 
Tenn., had been contacted by 
Donald Allen with news of Allenôs 
purchase of the significant 
Thunderbolt, which had been 
hidden for more than 40 years. A 
phone call to Garrett confirmed 
the news and he suggested I call 
Allen to get the rest of the story. 
Unbeknownst to Garrett, Allen 
and I had worked together in the 
past when I photographed an 
original 1958 Ford Custom 300 
for a national automobile 
publication. 
When I contacted Allen, he 
confirmed his recent purchase of 
the long-hidden 1964 Ford 
Fairlane Thunderbolt. He had not 
yet picked it up and asked if Iôd 
be interested in documenting the 
Thunderboltôs first exposure to 
sunlight in decades. I replied, 

ñTell me when and give me a 
location and Iôll be there.ò 

All Thunderbolts are special cars, 
a sort of ñHoly Grailò among high-
performance Ford enthusiasts. 
Each Thunderbolt was modified 
for Ford Motor Co. by Detroit 
Steel Tubing Co. (DST) from a 
289-powered Fairlane 500 
coupe. DST built each Fairlane 
into a 427-powered quarter-mile 
hero, and then Ford placed them 
into the hands of proven drag 
racers after approval on a driver-
by-driver basis. 

Allenôs Thunderbolt was first 
owned by the late Phil Bonner, 
and was actually the second of 
two Thunderbolts owned by the 
respected race car driver. A 
member of Bonnerôs race team 
rolled and totaled his first 
Thunderbolt upon making a pass 
at Paradise Dragways in 
Calhoun, Ga., while Bonner was 
racing a Falcon at another event. 
Ford Motor Co. provided Bonner 
the second Thunderbolt as a 
replacement, and itôs believed he 
continued to race it on the circuit 
in the east and south. Hereôs the 
story as we found that second 
car long after its quarter-mile 
glory days: 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A016.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A048.jpg
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A Thunderbolt slips into 
obscurity 

One cold Saturday morning I 
made my way to a barn hidden 
among the trees of northern 
Georgia to witness the 1964 Phil 
Bonner Thunderbolt being 
recovered from its hiding place. 
The scene was surreal. Before 
me was a weathered brown barn 
with particle board panels over 
two of the door openings ð the 
last place one would expect to 
find a legendary Thunderbolt 
drag car. A third door opening 
was blocked by only a vinyl tarp 
hanging from the opening. A 
quick double take revealed an old 
Ford pickup parked in front of the 
first door opening. I soon learned 
that 1960 Ford F100 had been 
sinking into that piece of earth for 
the past 20 years, standing guard 
in front of its little Thunderbolt 
brethren hidden behind the thin 
sheet of particle board. About 20 
years ago, the F100ôs brakes 
locked up and the owner decided 
there was no rush to fix it. That 
pickup had been standing guard 
until this morning, when the 
brakes would be freed and the 
guard truck would finally be 
moved from its post. 

The Thunderbolt came to be in 
this barn when Hal Reed learned 
about it from a client back in the 
early ô80s. The client told Reed 
there was a 1964 Ford Fairlane 
500 near Stone Mountain, Ga., 
listed for sale in a local 
publication for a couple years. 
Reed called the seller who said 
the car was full of Ford race 
engine parts. When Reed went to 
see the car, he found it parked 
under a porch-type structure for 
years. Indeed, the car was full of 
engine parts including a couple 
427 engine blocks, cylinder 
heads and high-rise manifolds; a 
four-speed transmission was also 

in the trunk. Reed realized the 
car was more than a Fairlane 
500; it was a forgotten legend. 
The 1964 Ford Fairlane 500 was 
an important part of the Ford 
Motor Co.ôs racing past, and the 
427 engine blocks and other 
related racing parts were in it for 
a reason. The seller was a body 
man and had done work for a 
local legendary drag racer. He 
mentioned the little Fairlane 500 
was originally owned by none 
other than Phil Bonner. A deal 
was struck by Reed to purchase 
everything. 

 

Reed started building engines 
while in high school and has built 
a reputation as being one of the 
best in the business. Heôs built 
engines for many clients who 
restore genuine Cobras, 
Shelbyôs, Boss Mustangs, a 
Thunderbolt and others. His 
engine of choice is the Ford 427-
cid V-8, so the Thunderbolt was 
right up his alley. 

 
Two 427-cid V-8 engine blocks 
were included with the car, and if 
there was any question who Ford 
sold this Thunderbolt to, the 

ñBonnerò stamped into the blocks 
provides the answer. 

 

Initially, Reed wanted to 
transform the Thunderbolt into a 
pro-stock drag car. He started 
working on the Thunderbolt soon 
after receiving it at his shop. 
Even though he was altering it, 
each original part was retained 
and stowed away for safe 
keeping. The demands of work, 
business and everyday life soon 
took over and Reed stopped 
working on the Thunderbolt in the 
early ô90s. It spent time parked 
outdoors under a tarp at his 
shop. 

 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-427-Engine-Block-1-_2_.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-427-Engine-Block-4-_2_.jpg
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ñNo one really paid much 
attention to it,ò Reed said. ñOnce 
in a while, someone would stop 
by and ask about a part hanging 
out of the tail light opening, and 
Iôd just say, óItôs an old piece to 
the engine, I guess,òô 

A short time later, Reed and his 
wife, Vicky, purchased their 
current house and property with 
the barn. The Thunderbolt was 
put in the barn immediately after 
they took ownership. For more 
than 20 years, the Thunderbolt 
occupied the spot behind door 
number one, tightly guarded by 
an F100 and rarely seen by 
anyone. To the best of Reedôs 
knowledge, it had been owned by 
only two other people: Bonner 
and the body man from whom 
Reed purchased it. 

 

Several years back, Phil Bonner 
sent a friend to Reedôs place to 
deliver and pick up a car upon 
which Reed had performed 
cylinder head work. Its likely 
Bonnerôs friend was sent to 
Reedôs place for more than the 

cylinder head work; he was 
probably sent to also scope out 
Reedôs Fairlane 500. Apparently, 
the man who was sent to Reedôs 
shop knew what he was looking 
at and not long after, Bonner 
himself was knocking on Reedôs 
door. Reed agreed to give 
Bonner a look. After looking at 
the paint (it had been painted 
three different colors) and 
studying the stamping on the 
fender apron, Bonner looked at 
Reed and said, ñThis is my car ð 
Iôve been trying to find this car for 
over 10 years.ò Bonner looked 
around and also asked if the T-10 
Borg-Warner aluminum 
transmission that came with the 
Thunderbolt was for sale. Reed 
agreed to sell the transmission 
since Bonner needed it for a 
Thunderbolt ñcloneò he was 
building. 

A few days later, Bonner called 
Reed to ask if his old Thunderbolt 
was for sale. At the time it was 
not, and Reed declined Bonnerôs 
offer. Bonner never asked or 
inquired again. 

 

Retrieving a dusty legend 

In late 2014, with some 
convincing from longtime friend 
Charlie Boulware, Reed decided 
to sell the Thunderbolt to Donald 
Allen. While in town, Boulware 
had met Allen and without 
disclosing much about the car, 
was told by Allen that if Reed 
wanted to sell it, to let him know. 

Earlier in the spring, Reed had 
spent time in the hospital. His 
dream since purchasing the 
Thunderbolt was to see it 
restored and to one day drive it. 
Donald Allen is the man to do it. 
He is known for his world-class 
restorations on 427-powered 
Ford Galaxies, Fairlanes, factory 
lightweights and others. Heôs also 
restored several award-winning 
Thunderbolts, including the cars 
originally owned by Dick 
Brannan, Milo Coleman, Pete 
Mount, Steve Honnell and others. 
Knowing this, Reed agreed to 
meet with Allen and a deal was 
struck. Reed would get to see his 
dream fulfilled by the best man 
for the job. 

In mid-January, the Thunderbolt 
was removed from the barn, 
loaded onto an open trailer and 
taken to its new home in Georgia 
to begin the restoration process. 
Together, Reed and Allen 
carefully removed the particle 
board panels. Boulware assisted 
with the actual removal of the 
Thunderbolt from its resting spot 
and onto the trailer. 

 

The removal of the Thunderbolt 
had an added element of surprise 
when Dick Brannan and Hubert 
Platt from the original 
Thunderbolt fraternity came by to 
witness the event. These two 
iconic Thunderbolt drag racing 
drivers live minutes from where 
Reed stored the Thunderbolt, yet 
neither of them knew Phil 
Bonnerôs car had been right 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/Barn-Find-Passenger-Quarter-Panel-Tail-Light-Opening-2015.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A078.jpg
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under their nose for many years. 
In fact, Brannanôs 14-year-old 
son Brian said, ñMy father and I 
canôt believe this Thunderbolt has 
been here for my whole life ð 
very cool.ò 

Allen plans to give the 
Thunderbolt a rotisserie 
restoration. He said his biggest 
challenge will be finding the 
correct new-old-stock air 
induction box and an aluminum 
T-10 Borg-Warner four-speed 
transmission like Bonner used. 

If everything comes together, 
Allen has agreed to let Reed 
make a pass behind the wheel, 
thus fulfilling his dream of driving 
the Thunderbolt. 

 

Al Rogers will photograph the 
Thunderboltôs restoration and 
through its first pass at a local 
Dragways. Heôd like to thank 
Larry Davis, Dennis Kolodziej, 
Larry Short and the late Bob 
Trevarrow, the original founding 
members of the organization to 
document and preserve 
information regarding these 
special-built Ford Motor Co. 
vehicles. These gentlemen 
determined the Thunderbolt barn 
find with VIN #4F41K229249 was 
#55 in build sequence and #64 
for delivery sequence by the Ford 
Motor Co. 

This group and others make up 
the Thunderbolt Owners 
Association. Their cooperation 
and help with obtaining factual 

information for this and future 
stories are paramount. 

Lastly, without a phone call from 
Jason Thompson and Floyd 
Garrett sharing this story, it would 
not have been possible to 
photograph the Thunderboltôs 
retrieval. 

 

With its Thunderbolt, Ford put 
pedal to the metal 

Factory-backed drag racing was 
heating up in the early 1960s. By 
1964 Ford already had lightened 
some full-size models and then 
loaded them with big-block 
engines in the name of 
professional racing. In the quest 
to go faster, it then turned to its 
intermediate Fairlane line to 
quickly shed more pounds as the 
competition heated up, most 
notably from Chrysler. After 
testing the feasibility of putting a 
425-hp/427-cid V-8 in a Unibody 
Fairlane in 1963, Ford contracted 
Dearborn Steel Tubing Co. (DST) 
to convert 100 1964 Ford 
Fairlane 500 two-door sedans 
with the 271-hp/289-cid V-8 into 
race-ready Thunderbolts drag 
machines. 

The Fairlane 500 coupe was 
chosen because it was the 
lightest body style of the model, 
and the hi-po version was 
selected for its standard 9-inch 
rear end and larger brakes. To 
save weight, the cars were built 
without sound deadener, sealer, 
insulation, arm rests, mirrors, 
carpeting, a radio, heater or rear 

window crank assemblies. The 
carpet and passenger side wiper 
were deleted, and the battery 
was moved to the trunk for better 
weight transfer. The cars 
dropped additional pounds from a 
stock Fairlane 500 through the 
use of fiberglass front fenders 
and fiberglass hoods using a 
teardrop-shaped bubble to clear 
the 427 high-rise intake 
manifolds. Early Thunderbolts 
had a fiberglass front bumper 
skin, but an aluminum bumper 
replaced the fiberglass unit as it 
was not always considered legal 
in Super Stock and A/FX class 
competition. Plexiglas windows 
and Ford Econoline van bucket 
seats also lightened the load 
from pedestrian Fairlane 500s, 
and the jack was also thrown in 
the dumpster. Removing the 
inboard headlamp assembly on 
each side not only reduced 
weight, it directed fresh oxygen to 
the air box atop the dual four-
venturi carburetors atop the 
Thunderboltôs 427 V-8. 

It wasnôt all about stripping 
weight. Thunderbolts were 
equipped with a 8,000-rpm 
FoMoCo Rotunda tachometer, 
and of course, that High-Rise 427 
added pounds in name of 
quarter-mile glory. For getting the 
power to the pavement, a beefy 
rear traction bar assembly held 
the Detroit Locker rear end. In 
the end, the cars weighed about 
3,200 lbs. 

The first batch of 11 
Thunderbolts were painted 
Vintage Red, while the remaining 
89 cars in the final seven batches 
were each built in white. The cars 
were ñpricedò at about $3,800, 
but Ford is said to have given 
them to drivers for a $1 pittance 
as a formality in order to ensure 
they went into the right hands. It 
was all part of Fordôs Total 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2-1964-Phil-Bonner-Thunderbolt-A088.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/PK-13_AM04.jpg
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Performance program to boost its 
performance image during the 
mid-1960s. 

All of the efforts by Ford Motor 
Co., DST and the drivers 
selected to receive Thunderbolts 
resulted in quarter-mile times at 
or below the 11-second mark, 
and entry into the annals of fame 
in drag racing lore. 

 

 
Story & Photos by Searle Swedlund 

 

 

The Jamestown Tourism Office is 
small, understated and mistaken 
for a number of other buildings.  

However, in a typical summer it 
welcomes over 3000 people from 
all over the world.  Itôs a place 
where people can come to find 
what they are looking for, or look 
for something they ultimately find.  
The Tourism staff provides 
knowledge and concierge for 
anyone looking to ñdiscoverò 
Jamestown and North Dakota. 

By the numbers, the tourism 
office may not look like much 
from the outside, but inside we 
provide: 

1) 88 brochures on North 
Dakota 

2) 1 bathroom  
3) store 120,000 brochures 

for distribution 
4) in 2014, we distributed 

37,683 community 
guides to people from all 
over the world 

5) 5 brochures that highlight 
the 31 miles of unique 
hiking, biking & running 
trails in Jamestown  

 

With summer approaching, I 
would encourage you to explore 
the region.  It may be surprising 
to learn about what you donôt 
know about an area.  When 
planning a summer trip, the 
Jamestown Tourism staff would 
love to aid in your process.  We 
have a number of resources at 
hand. 

In May, the Jamestown 
Community Calendar will launch 
which will provide people a one 
stop shop for all their information 

needs.  Look for more 
information next month. 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
1958 Chrysler Saratoga            

Story & Photos by Brian Earnest& Ken Bielo 

(Old Cars Weekly) 

 

I lived in Fall River, Mass., in 
1991. While running an errand, I 
drove past a used car dealership 
that had a really cool-looking ó50s 
car in the front row. I did not 
know what it was until I got up 
close and checked it out. It was a 
1958 Chrysler Saratoga four-door 
hardtop. Iôm not sure what caught 
my eyes first; the color combo or 
the sweeping fins. Either way, I 
knew I wanted it, four doors and 
all. 

After starting the car, by way of 
the push-button drive, I heard the 
wonderful sound of a classic, 
American V-8 motor! Running 
through factory dual exhausts, 
the engine was smooth and 
revved powerfully. I took the car 
for a test drive, and was amazed 
at the looks this vehicle was 
getting, and all the ñthumbs upò 
from other motorists. I drove the 
car back to the dealer and we 
sealed the deal. I came back the 
next day to collect my new baby. 

Since I did not have a garage to 
store and work on the Saratoga, I 
kept it at my in-lawôs garage. 
Each week, as time and funding 
permitted, I went to work on the 
car. The gas tank had a leak, the 
carburetor needed to be rebuilt, 
the transmission was weeping 


