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Awards Banquet Puzzle

$100.00 Best Picture (with all the items
worn from the Scavenger Hunt at the
place from the Hints). You must attend
the Awards Banquet on December 16th to
collect your money.

HINT OF THE MONTH
“TATANKA”

Hints (So Far)

Dust Ploom, Red Neck, Scenic Overlook,
Flowing Water, Hairy Mane

SCAVENGER HUNT

“LOUD TIE”
Scavenger Hunt (So Far)

White Ankle High Socks, Green T-Shirt,
Red Pants (Same pair with 1 long leg &
1 Short leg), Sunglasses, Face Paint
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I just came from the Jamestown
Classic Car Show they had over
at McElroy Park here in
Jamestown on July 5th. They
mixed the car show with
Jamestown’s resident mascot
“White Cloud” the albino
buffalo’s birthday party. It was
fun to see the turnout of neat cars
and people just cruising around.
Again this year our club will
sponsor the “Fastest Reaction
Time” at the 1/8 mile Drag Races
the Jamestown Drag Racing
organization is having on July
26th and 27th. Usually I’m there (I
even purchased a cool race car
for it) but I can’t attend for
personal reasons. I will be there
in spirit clinching my fist and
yelling “Darn you Red Light!”
We are getting plenty of e-mails
and phone calls for our 1st
Annual Dakota Blacktop Tour.
People are talking about it and
hopefully it’ll grow bigger and
bigger every year. If you’re
planning to go, make sure you get
your rooms booked. There are
only so many at the 2 casino’s
we’re staying at.
Our club magazine has hit
another new high. As of today,
we are reaching out to 5,938
people. This list just grows and
grows. Members, we are a
success!

LOOKING TOWARDS
THE FUTURE
Story & Photos by Skovy

At the last meeting I was
pleasantly surprised at our
attendance. Each month the
attendance grows. If you’re not
coming you should. We are very
casual and have a nice mix of
talking cars and business in a
super relaxed atmosphere.
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This month we are going to meet
at the Buffalo City Rotisserie
Grille. Chewy and the gang are
cooking up hamburgers, brats and
mixing up some salads for us
also. Soft drinks will also be
supplied. This is on Wednesday
night July 16th. It’s free to
everybody. Bring over your cars
and we’ll have some fun. Thanks
for having us Buffalo City
Rotisserie Grille!
I would also like everybody to
know that we have 2 new
sponsors that joined our team.
NAPA Auto Parts and Pizza
Ranch. Welcome aboard. If you
get a chance stop by and thank
them for their support, and buy
something!

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS
Judy Wiest
07/01
Sandy Wilhelm
07/01
Scott Anderson
07/02
Scott Block
07/08
Cindy Holzkamm
07/21
Ken Meyer
07/10
Miss your birthday? Please
contact me at 701-202-7067
whereas I can update your
records.
ACTIVE MEMBERS
Allmer, Michael
Andersen, Jeff(Andy) & Karla

Anderson, Scott & Kim
Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla
Balvitsch, Wayne
Baumann, Bob & Brueske, Judy
Behm, Earl & Connie
Bensch, Paul & Janis
Berg, Wayne & Tami
Bergman, Alan
Beyer, James
Block, Scott & Pat
Brandenburger, Max & Williams,
Laura
Busche, Barbara & Steven
Carow, Billy & Candace
Christianson, Glenn & Lucinda
Dewald, Joel & Della
Dodd, Jim & Mary Jo
Emo, Paul
Erdahl, Shawn (Shady) & Dawn
Frank, Tracy
Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth
Gehring, Duane & Kathleen
Geisler, David
Gibson, Teddy & Diane
Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim
Gilge, Larry & Cindy
Gleason, Robert & Melissa
Gray, JeriLynn & Andy
Greenlund, Ron & Darlene
Gums, Robert & Candace
Guthmiller, Neil & Linda
Heiman, Tyler
Holzkamm, Al & Cindy
Jacobson, Verdell (Jake) & Linda
Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy)
Jensen, Paul & Sue
Johnson, Brandon & Sonia
Kamlitz, Brian
Keim, Lyman & Darlene
Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis
Krein, Larry & Kelly
Lang, John (JR)
Loose, Larry & Bonita
Lulay, Bob & Alma
Mathias, Roger & Bonnie
McCreedy, Terrance
McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene
Meidinger, Jamie
Meyer, Ken & Annie

Miller, Randy & Crystel
Mischka, Kenneth & Judy
Mitzel, LeRoy
Moser, LeRoy & Gloria
Obrigewitsch, Les & Sheryl
Olson, David & Adele
Patzner, Elroy & Elayne
Petrek, Gary
Poppe, Jerry & Ardie
Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda
Redinger, Dale
Schauer, Ronald & Cindy
Schoepp, Mel & Carol
Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia
Seher, Jeff
Specht, Gary & Margaret
Specht, Leslie & Debra
Speckman, Dale & Pamela
Stromberg, Bryan
Sullivan, Charlie
Thoele, Kevin & Kim
Thomas, Troy & Voeltz, Tricia
VanFleet, Richard
Vining, Taylor
Wegner, Donald & Marla
Westerhausen, Leon & Mary Jane
Wiest, J.P. & Judy
Wilhelm, Jeff
Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy
Wolf, Cameron
Wolff, Clayton & Beverly
Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn

Make sure you tell them you’re
with the James Valley Street
Machines Dakota Blacktop Tour
because both Casinos have
discounted rooms for the Tour.
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Minnewaukan then north on
Highway 3 to Rugby where we’ll
stop for lunch and a mini car
show.

Spirit Lake Casino 7889 North
Dakota 57 St Michael ND
$117.00
Sky Dancer Casino 3965 North
Dakota 5 Belcourt ND $74.00
Dakota Blacktop Tour 2014
Friday July 18th 2014

2014 DAKOTA
BLACKTOP TOUR
Story & Photos by Skovy

The Dakota Blacktop Tour is
coming soon. There was a small
change in hotel accommodations
with the hotel in Langdon bailing
on us because of a wedding. I
have secured a block of rooms at
the Sky Dancer Casino in
Belcourt ND for Saturday Night.
It would be a good idea to call
both of the facilities whereas if
you haven’t booked your room
by 07/07/2014 they will both put
them out for anybody to rent.
1st night will be at Sprit Lake
Casino. 701-766-1500
2nd night will be at Sky Dancer
Casino. 701-244-2400

Meeting at the Jamestown Truck
Plaza (1609 Business Loop East
Jamestown ND 58401) at 11:00
(There will be plenty of room to
park trailers and other cars)
We are leaving Jamestown Truck
Plaza at 12:00. Heading north on
Highway 20 until the Spiritwood
Lake turnoff then west to
Buchanan. When we get to
Buchanan we will head North on
281 until we reach Carrington
ND. At Carrington ND we will
stop at James Valley Street
Machines
member
Bryan
Stromberg’s Pizza Ranch for a
quick lunch and mini Car show.
We are leaving Carrington at
3:00 (Drag Main) then north to
New Rockford (Drag Main) then
north through Sheyenne then East
to the Casino. We will be
tentatively arriving at the Casino
around 5:00. Rally the cars in a
secure area and check in, Car
Show, Meet other car clubs,
Gamble (Good Luck).
Saturday July 19th 2014
Leaving Spirit Lake Casino at
9:00 Cruising west on 19 through

Leaving Rugby at 1:00 and cruise
north through Dunseith to the
International Peace Gardens.
Should arrive around 2:30 and
will spend about 3 hours there.
Leaving the International Peace
Gardens approximately around
5:30 and cruise south to Dunseith
then east on Highway 5 to
Belcourt to the Sky Dancer
Casino. We are tentatively
arriving at the Casino around
6:30. Rally the cars in a secure
area and check in, Car Show,
Meet other car clubs, Gamble
(Good Luck).
Sunday July 20th 2014
We are leaving Sky Dancer
Casino around 9:00. Head East to
Langdon on Highway 5. Drag

Main Street in Langdon then
head south on Highway 1 to
Cooperstown. At Cooperstown
we will stop and have lunch then
visit
the
Ronald
Reagan
Minuteman Missile Site for a
tour. This will be around 2:00 –
3:00.

Story & Photos by Searle Swedlund

Leaving the Ronald Reagan
Minuteman Missile Site around
4:30-5:00 heading West on
Highway 200. Turning south on
Highway 20 through Courtenay
then back to Jamestown. We
should arrive back in Jamestown
around 7:00.
Hope to see all of you there. It
should be a fun weekend.
Already making plans for Dakota
Blacktop Tour 2015!

Looking back at the 4th of July
weekend, I spent some time
thinking about parades. It started
early
with
my
parents
encouragement. At the age of 4,
I was dressed in stripped
OshKosh’s and placed on the
local Cenex float with my John
Deere pedal tractor. We dressed
up and marched yearly with the
kiddie parade. At the age of 7, I
was told that I would be pedaling
the same John Deere pedal
tractor. Much to my dismay, my
parents placed my 3 year old
sister in the wagon behind the
pedal tractor. While my sister
gawked at the crowds lining
Main Street, I pedaled with all
my might.
The memory sticks out in my
mind because there has never
been a point in my life where
three blocks presented a more
challenging task as the Velva 4th
Parade route did that day. My 50
pound frame and muscle mass
was no match for my 25 pound
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cast iron tractor with the 20
trailers and 35 pound sister
trailing. I admired the kids on
their pedal bikes decorated with
Cray paper.
They were
“literally” making circles around
me.
My legs burned with each effort
and the gap between the
beginning of the parade and me
was growing. I caught the eye of
my father from the sideline. He
looked on with pride, but the
glance I gave either said, “I’m
dying here” or “don’t you ever
put me in this situation again”
and from the sidelines he came to
the rescue. With a push, we
moved forward effortlessly the
half block gap and for a moment
everything was right again.

Parades stick out in my mind as I
think about the ways people take
in the festivities. It’s a time for
families to gather, it brings the
community together in the
singular action of the celebration.
Businesses,
organization,
politicians, and classic car
owners have the opportunity to
show off and let the onlookers

enjoy the fruits of their good
work. And of course there is the
candy and free swag.
Who
doesn’t need, want or love 5
pounds of tootsie rolls that have
the faint smell of horse manure.

RUMBLER MINISTRY
Story & Photos by Scott W. Block

For
all
the
coordinators,
participants, spectators and those
who clean up afterwards – thank
you!

For more details on these and
other upcoming events, see the
calendar in this newsletter or
visit our new website at
www.tourjamestown.com!
INTERESTING
Once again, here I sit, in front of
the computer, wondering just
what the heck to write about. I
always receive a reminder notice
from Skovy asking for an article
because the Rumbler will be
hitting the press on such-andsuch date. So if you were me,
what would you write about?
Perhaps you could email me
(send it to Skovy and he will
forward it) and give me some
ideas, something that you may
like to hear about….anyway, just
a thought. If not, and you like
things just the way they are, well,
that’s okay too.
I like cars to be one of two
things. They either need to be fast
or interesting. Ideally, in my
world, they should be both, but
generally it seems I have settled
for one or the other.
Many people think cars are
boring. Or that they seem only to
be a tool that is meant to be used
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for one single purpose. They
think cars merely have a
utilitarian purpose, to get from
point A to point B, and that’s it.
Since you are reading this
column, you have an interest in
either a) ministry, b) cars, or c)
both, and you know this to not be
true, that is, cars are only for
moving people about. And in
both cases, how can I convince
people otherwise?
So what would happen if you
began telling people about
interesting cars? And what would
happen if you began telling
people
about
interesting
“ministry”? Either way, we will
probably get those blank looks,
those far-away eyes, and a shift
in the conversation. You know
those looks, the “don’t-confuseme-with-the-facts” looks.
So for you, what is the most
interesting car of all time? What
does it mean to you that a car is
fast?
One person I know would say
“fast” means when you are
driving your car over 55 mph,
your passenger takes a drink of a
DQ malt, and you crush the
accelerator pedal, and the malt
ends up in the passenger’s face,
well, that’s fast!
If I had to pick one, and only one,
I would be hard pressed. Fast or
Interesting? Interesting or Fast?
Perhaps that is part of the
problem of convincing people
otherwise. There are just too
many cool, fast, interesting, cars
around, at least for people like
you and me. And I must admit I
do like the “new” muscle-cars
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that give a nod to yesteryear
muscle, like the Mustangs and
Camaros.
How about this for an interesting
car? The Tatra. Go ahead and
Google it, I got 5.5 million hits.
Both Hitler and Porsche (that’s
right
that
Porsche)
were
influenced by the Tatras. It is a
air-cooled, rear engine car from
the Czech Republic, formerly
known as Czechoslovakia. Go
ahead and bring this up at your
next party when someone says
cars are “boring.” Ask them,
“You know the Volkswagen
Beetle right? You know that it
has a rear-mounted air-cooled
four cylinder boxer engine right?
You know it has the trunk in the
front right? Well it was designed
by Ferdinand Porsche, you know
that Porsche right? Well, he
worked for the Nazi government
in Germany. Well some people
think Porsche ripped off the
design from a man named
Ledwinka who worked for the car
company Tatra. So when the
Beetle came out, Tatra filed a
lawsuit against Porsche. But it
didn’t really matter because the
Nazis invaded Czechoslovakia.
Anyway the matter was resolved
in 1961 when Volkswagen paid
Tatra 3 million Deutsche Marks
in an out-of-court settlement.”
Interesting.
How about this for a “fast” car? It
is called the “Devel 16.” (In this
column, that is a pretty
“interesting” name, wouldn’t you
agree?) Go ahead and Google it, I
got 36.2 million hits. It has a
pretty interesting price at $3.4
million! Is it fast you ask? Well
let’s see. It has a V16 engine,

capable of 5,000 horsepower and
is street legal. It is claimed to
have acceleration of 0-100 in 1.8
seconds! Top speed is 367 mph!
In case you are interested, there
are a few that have been sold, so
as production increases, cost
decreases. So with an expected
price tag of about a cool million,
it is quite affordable for
everyone. I think I will buy two!
And with that, as far as I am
concerned, these are a couple of
cars that are either fast or
interesting. What’s yours? Do
you have a favorite?
Lastly, may God watch over your
interesting and fast life? May
God grant you grace to forgive
others who don’t drive as well as
you? And may God capture your
heart, because you see, God is so
very interesting and at times, can
be very fast. Thank you reading
my weird column. Keep on
cruising! Blessings to all of you!

AROUND MILL HILL
Story & Photos by JVSM Evaluation Team

Around Mill Hill is going to be a
monthly evaluation of area
businesses. If you are a paid
member of the JVSM and would
like to take part in this program,
please
let
me
know
Skovy@donwilhelm.com and I
will add your name to the list.
Last month, Ron Schauer, Cindy
Schauer, Craig Gaier, Larry
Gilge, Dave Olson, Robert Gums,
Candace Gums, Vice President
Tom Ravely, Rhonda Ravely and
Skovy went to Tapp’s Lounge,
Jamestown and evaluated the
service and food we received.
Mind you, this article is not
written to slam and business, but
it is written to make the public
aware of services the Jamestown
area residence are getting.
Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5
rating. A number 5 is the best
rating and a 0 rating is area
needing work. There is a total of
1000 points to be scored. 50
points per line and there are 20
fields that are evaluated. Again,
these evaluations are not for the
intention for getting anybody
fired or to slam a business. It is a
fact finding mission.

TAPP’S LOUNGE

2. Appear
to
be
knowledgeable about the
menu items:
44 Points 88.00%
3. Remain
attentive
throughout the dining
experience:
46 Points 92.00%
4. Mention/Offer
Appetizer? Options:
31 points 62.00%

1.

2.

3.

4.

APPETIZER:
1. Serve the soup or salad
within a reasonable time:
45 Points 90.00%
2. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
49 points 98.00%

ENTRÉE:
3.5 STARS OUT OF 4!
Appetizers were Tapp’s Sampler.
Main Course was Train Wreck
Burger & 6 oz. New York Strip
with Baby Red Potatoes. The
desert was Strawberry Short
Cake.

MEET & GREET:
1. Convey the feeling that
you were a valued
customer:
41 points 82.00%
2. Seat you and deliver
menus in a courteous
manner:
44 points 88.00%
3. Was the staff properly
attired?
41 points 82.00%

SERVER:
1. Suggest a beverage or
specialty drink:
37 points 74.00%

1. Were
appropriate
condiments served?
46 Points 92.00%
2. Check back to ensure
that your meal was
satisfactory:
47 Points 94.00%
3. Offer
refills
on
beverage/drinks:
48 Points 96.00%
4. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
44 Points 88.00%

DESSERT:
1. Mention/Offer Dessert?
Options:
42 Points 84.00%
2. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
47 Points 94.00%

GENERAL:

5.
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Did they appear to be
busy and efficient in their
work?
44 Points 88.00%
Were the tables properly
bussed?
46 Points 92.00%
Did the bartenders appear
neat and professional in
their appearance?
37 Points 74.00%
Did the overall dining
experience
meet
or
exceed
your
expectations:
44 Points 88.00%
Were
there
enough
employees to take care of
guests?
48 Points 96.00%

TOTAL POINTS:
870 points 87.10%
EVALUATION:
When I let the members know
that we were going to Tapp’s for
our evaluation at the last meeting,
there were a lot of the
membership that wanted to come
to the evaluation. There is only
room for 10 per evaluation.
What this is telling me is that
Tapp’s Lounge is very well liked
by everybody. I personally go up
there every Thursday night with
my family and friends and they
are very friendly to us also.
Along with the evaluations there
were many side notes on the
evaluation sheets. Some good,
some that needs work.
One evaluator said “Really good
meal. Not greasy like some other

places”. Another one said “It was
pleasant that the cook took the
time to come talk to us and he
seemed very attentive. Nice job.”
Another was disappointed there
was not salt & pepper on the
table and also the table was a
little sticky, but did give a very
respectable review on the
evaluation.
To us it was a “No Brainer”. The
food was outstanding. We realize
this is also a bar so things get
loud and somewhat unorganized,
but with the Tapp’s staff, they
seemed to have everything in
control and seemed very attentive
to our dinner needs.
Our evaluation team was all in
agreement the staff should
suggest their appetizers. They are
great and tasty. Don’t be afraid to
flaunt a good thing. People will
talk!
Tapp’s Lounge, you receive 3.5
Stars. Great job.

JAMESTOWN ELKS #995
CLUB NEWS
Story & Photos by Craig Gaier (Exalted
Ruler)

A busy month it has been a the
Jamestown Elks Lodge! To start
off we have the best "Burger Fry"

prices around and that's every
Wednesday night in our lounge
(still only $5).
The Lodge held its first annual
"Movienic Day" on June 28th for
the Anne Carlson Center
children. Everyone involved had
a great time, as the children were
treated to a first run movie ("How
to Train Your Dragon 2") at the
Bison 6 Cinema and to pizza,
drinks, and desert at the Lodge
afterwards. The planned picnic
was cancelled due to in climate
weather, but the kids gave a
thumbs up to the pizza for sure.
The expenses were funded with a
grant from the Elks National
Foundation, thanks to members
who donated to the Foundation's
charities.
The Lodge also, through another
Elks National Foundation grant,
was able to purchase six freezers
and hundreds of freezer bags for
the
local
"Daily
BreadJamestown Program", which
collects and distributes food
stuffs for the hungry and needy in
our area.
Although the Lodge is closed on
Saturdays for the summer
months, we are open 5 days a
week, Monday through Friday, so
stop on by for a spell and watch
any of our big screen TV’s with
sporting programing, including
the Minnesota Twins games on
Fox North. The Lodge multipurpose room is available for rent
7 days a week for any of your
special events, just contact
lounge manager Scott Anderson
(701-252-3642) during regular
business hours (leave a message
if he's not in).
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New people are always welcome
to join the Lodge and past
members can be reinstated
quickly. So if you're thinking
about it doesn’t hesitate to join or
rejoin (totally painless).
July 17th (Thursday evening)
will be a blast with a street dance
with the "32 below" band,
complete with hog roast and
outside beer bar. So come on
down and join the fun and cool
off from the summer heat
Bigger yet will be the September
12th (Friday night event), "OH
WHAT A NIGHT": featuring the
Big Band sound of the renowned
"JOE FRIDAY BAND" and
preliminary show by "SCHOOL
OF ROCK". This 21 and older
age
outdoor
extravaganza
includes meal, music and cash
bar in a street dance setting; all at
the Elks Lodge location. So, get
your tickets NOW. It'll be a great
memorable night of fun and
entertainment you won't want to
miss.

JAMESTOWN CLASSIC
CAR CLUB NEWS
Story &
(President)

Photos

by

Craig

Gaier

turnout in the 98 degree heat and
humidity of the day. Thank
goodness for nice parks and their
trees.
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eyes on his 1957 Pontiac
Chieftain that he had found the
car he’d been waiting for.

The next regular meeting will be
held Tuesday July 22nd, watch
the Jamestown Sun for meeting
details and location that day or
call secretary Judy Dauer at 701252-6777.

Summer means "Car Shows" and
"Parades" to a lot of people and
the J.C.C.C. is no exception. On
June 14th there were many club
members who showed up with
their vehicles at the Valley City
Bridge City Cruisers 16th annual
"Rally in the Valley" car show (a
few even winning an award).
Then we held our annual
"Buffalo City Rally" car show in
McElroy Park on July 5th. The
day started with the annual
"White Cloud Birthday Parade"
in the heat of the morning and
some vehicles just never made it
through the whole parade or just
barely did. With the parade over
the park filled up with vehicles
for the show. Everyone received
a participation plaque with a
picture of their vehicle. Awards
were given away including
member's
choices,
people's
choices, hard luck award, furthest
traveled award and Mayor's
Choice Award. Furthest traveled
came all the way from Texas!
With the event being held for the
first time in many years on the
Independence Day July 4th
weekend and knowing many
other surrounding communities
were having their own parades
and car shows, we still had a nice

We will be talking about a
possible afternoon/evening cruise
for dinner and/or fun, and don't
forget our neighboring car club
(Hiway 9 Cruisers) car show and
fun event at the Spirit-Inn on
Spiritwood Lake on Saturday
July 19th.

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY
1957 PONTIAC
CHIEFTAIN
Story & Photos by Brian Earnest (Old Cars
Weekly)

John Broughton didn’t know if
he’d ever get around to buying an
old car to play with. He’d never
had a hobby car in his previous
73 years, but he always hoped
that “someday” would come and
he’d find the right car at the right
time.
This spring, all the planets
seemed to align perfectly and
Broughton knew, without a
doubt, from the moment he laid

“I had a ’57 Pontiac four-door
before I went into the Army, and
I had another one when I got out,
so I was interested in getting
another one,” said Broughton, a
longtime resident of Illinois who
now makes his home in Prescott
Valley, Ariz. “Well, it turns out
there was one for sale right here
in town. I went and looked at it
and, boy, I’m glad I did!”
Broughton found out about the
car from a friend at his health
club, but when he inquired about
the car, the seller’s wife told him
it was a 1975 Pontiac — not a
’57. “I had no interest in a ’75
Pontiac, but I got on my scooter
and went over there just for the
heck of it,” he said. “I could not
believe my eyes when I pulled up
and saw it was a ’57 Chieftain

that looked like it had just pulled
out of the factory. It was just
beautiful, and it looked brand
new. I couldn’t pass it up.”

had in California. “There were a
lot of coincidences that made me
think that it was meant to be that
I found this car,” he added.
Broughton owned a ’57 Chieftain
two-door hardtop for a few years
before he joined the service in
1961, and then bought a second
used ’57 two-door hardtop when
he returned from his hitch. “I’m
guessing I got rid of it just
because it got old and at that time
cars got old and rusty, especially
in those Midwest winters,” he
noted. “I always liked the looks
of them. They are a neat looking
car, but not real garish. It’s got
chrome on it, but it’s not over the
top like some cars you see.”

The seller was a retired
Huntington Beach, Calif., police
officer who had given the car a
frame-off restoration back in the
late 1990s before eventually
relocating to Arizona. And as
luck would have it, the buyer and
seller had some things in
common. “We were both in the
Army… and as we talked ore, it
turns we were Morse code
interceptors in the US Army
Security Agency and that we
were both stationed at the same
post, Rothwesten, outside Kassel,
Germany. He was stationed there
in 1964 and I had transferred
from there in 1963,” Broughton
said. When he applied for
personalized license plates for his
new machine, Broughton chose
— just by happenstance — the
same “57CHFTN” plates in
Arizona that the previous owner

Even with their new “Star Flight”
styling, the 1957 Chieftains never
enjoyed the same love that the
1957 Chevrolets received. Of
course, Pontiac also launched its
prized Bonneville in mid-1957.
Even
though
only
630
Bonneville’s were built for that
first year, they still seemed to
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gather more attention that the
handsome Chieftains.
Not that the Chieftains weren’t a
commercial success, however.
GM built more than 162,000 of
them for 1957 in six body styles.
Broughton’s car was one of
21,343 two-door sedans built that
carried a base price of $2,463.
They all carried new missileshaped side trim, more prominent
grille work, lower hoods, new
horizontal tail lights, fender
scripts and three stars on the rear
fenders. Under the hood was a
347-cid V-8. A four-barrel and
Tri-Power were both optional —
the latter giving the Chieftain a
more-than-respectable 290 hp.
Hydra-Matic transmission and
dual exhaust were also optional.
Other popular options included
power steering, windows and
brakes, eight-way power seat, air
conditioning,
padded
dash,
heater/defroster and custom
wheel discs.

Broughton’s car was pretty much
a bare-bones example until it was
restored by the previous owner.
He had the car fitted with periodcorrect power steering and
brakes. “It doesn’t have air
conditioning, and no power
windows,” Broughton said. “It’s
pretty much just stock. The only
thing that really doesn’t work

right now is the windshield
wipers. They work off a vacuum
on the fuel pump, and the guy
couldn’t find the right fuel pump
for it so he put in a regular fuel
pump
without
a
vacuum
[connection]. I’m going to try to
get a correct fuel pump for it so I
can have wipers if I ever get
caught in the rain.”
The previous owner also painted
the car a non-Pontiac color
combination. The deep red with
white trim looks great, however,
and Broughton has no plans to
change it. “It’s actually a Nissan
color. It’s called Cherry Red
Pearl with Glacier White Pearl. I
like the colors and he’s got a
whole bunch of trophies he won
at shows. I may hit him up for
those … He’s also got a binder
with all the paperwork from
restoration. He’s got it all still
packed away in box from when
he moved. I would like to have
that. Hopefully I can get that
binder from him.”

The ground-up rebuild of the car
also included powdercoating the
frame, chassis components, and
rear axle and wheel wells. The
interior of the Chieftain was
originally black and white, but
the previous owner had an
upholstery shop re-do the interior
in authentic Pontiac red and
white.

Before Broughton can start on
what he hopes will be a busy
cruise schedule this summer, he’s
getting a leak fixed in the
transmission. So far, it’s the only
thing about the Chieftain he isn’t
thrilled with. “There is a cross
member on the frame under the
transmission, so you can’t just
drop it. You’ve got to take the
engine and transmission out to
get at it,” Broughton said. “So
I’m having that fixed. The
[seller] took that cost off the
price because he knew about it,
so that’s OK.”
When he was searching for a car,
Broughton checked out some hot
rods and customs, but never
found anything to his liking. Now
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he’s glad the previous owner of
his Chieftain was also a fan of
stock machines and didn’t do
anything radical to his Pontiac.
“It’s not hot-rodded up. He
wanted to keep it stock, and for
me that makes it easier to
maintain. I don’t have to worry
about getting custom parts that
may not exist anymore.”

The Chieftain had only 4,900
miles on it since its restoration
when Broughton bought the car.
It figures to get more exercise in
the immediate future, as its new
owner didn’t buy the Pontiac to
have it simply sit in his driveway
and look good. Broughton fondly
remembers the many miles he
traveled in his previous two 1957
Chieftains, and he’s looking
forward to many more. The
lovely Pontiac has given John
and his wife, Mary, a vibrant new
hobby they can enjoy together.
“It’s just nice to display it and
meet a lot of nice people who are
involved in old cars,” John said.
“I just enjoy driving it around,
and out here we get a lot of nice
days, even in the wintertime, to
drive them. It’s something neat
that we can enjoy, and it didn’t
break the bank. And especially
with the weather in Arizona, it’s
something that in 5, 6 or 10 years

from now will still look like it
does now if I take care of it.”

REMEMBERING
GORDIE BONIN
Story & Photos by Phil Burgess

It has been three days since I got
the news, and I still can't believe
that Gordy Bonin is dead. The
death of the popular former
Funny Car star last Friday took
the community by surprise and
by shock, the first reports coming
from longtime partner Ron
Hodgson that the man whom
most of us just called "240" had
been found dead in his hotel
room in Las Vegas. His
Facebook posts revealed that he
had been to the ICU of a local
hospital several times recently
but had been released.
Black Friday indeed.
I received the news that night
from NHRA's Graham Light,
Bonin’s longtime friend, former
teammate, and fellow Canadian,
just a few hours after he was

discovered. Graham knew that,
primarily, on a personal level, I'd
want to know -- although
everyone was Gordie's friend,
there were those of us who had
known and worked with him who
was closer -- and, secondarily,
that I needed to know to start
spreading the sad news to the
community.
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Before I could write the story for
NHRA.com, I sat in stunned
silence for a moment. I tweeted
out my shock to my Twitter
followers and was quickly met
with an echo of disbelieving
replies. It's not that Bonin, at age
65, should have been immune to
the ravages of age like the rest of
us or that he wasn't the same
physical and perhaps even mental
specimen that he had been in the
1970s, but in my mind, he’s still
the
fair-haired
prince
of
flopperdom and forever young.
Three days later, those first
thoughts still are a bit raw on my
emotions, so I decided today to
do what I always do for clarity in
times like this, to seek
understanding and comfort in
writing about it, to explore not
just my own feelings but those of
friends and acquaintances who
knew him better, so I started
writing and interviewing and
wanted to share it in this
unplanned edition of the column
where we bond over shared
experiences and admiration.

Like many young Funny Car fans
in the 1970s, Bonin was one of
my favorites. I always thought
that the green Bubble up Monza
was one of the sharpest-looking
cars out there, and the subsequent
Bubble up Firebirds was truly
fearsome speed machines that
earned him his speedy nickname.
I remember that I started drinking
Bubble Up in high school just
because of those cars.

driver of one of the era's best cars
respected by his peers and loved
by the fans, especially the female
ones. I'd see him on his treks
south to OCIR and Irwindale, but
mostly I knew of him from his
histrionics on the national event
tour, especially his odd streak of
every-other-year victories at the
Gatornationals (1977, 1979, and
1981). I was a fan and rooted for
him.

Gordie Bonin, center, with Roland Leong,
right, and the late, great Steve Evans, in the
Irwindale Raceway winner's circle.

Bonin seemed to have it all: a
good-looking,
blonde-haired

So imagine my surprise in 1983,
just a year after leaving the
spectator ranks to join the
National Dragster staff, to find
myself working with Bonin at
NHRA, where he had been hired
in the Marketing Department. We
were co-workers for six years,
me and this Funny Car star, and
became lifelong friends. Even
after he left NHRA and returned
to the cockpit where he belonged,
and even in his roles after his
driving career ended, we stayed
in touch via email or Facebook. I
saw him this year during the
national event in Seattle. He was
quite a bit heavier but still had
that friendly smile. We chatted
for a few minutes, I milked him
for detailed information for the
My Favorite Fuelers column I
was
writing
for
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NationalDragster.net, and we said
goodbye. I didn't know it would
be the last time I would see him,
or it would have ended
differently.
After the story had been posted
on NHRA.com, the first person I
reached out to was Roland
Leong. I sent him an email that
night, expressing my sorrow at
his loss -- Bonin was, after all,
the only driver of 20 to get two
stints in the Hawaiian -- and
asking for an interview. I didn't
want to call him that night and
intrude on his grief, but I've
known Roland long enough to
know that he'd understand. He
was my first call this morning.
Leong hired Bonin late in the
summer of 1973, after his
operation had been stolen from
the parking lot of a Holiday Inn
in Gary, Ind. When Leong
returned to Los Angeles to
rebuild, his then driver, Leroy
Chadderton, decided he had had
enough of the road and quit.
Bonin was available after the
Pacemaker team of Hodgson and
Gordon Jenner had parked their
car for a short time, and Leong
hired him. Bonin lived with
Leong during this time, and they
stayed together into the 1974
season before Bonin left to rejoin
the Pacemaker team and was
replaced by Mike Van Sant. They
reunited nearly 20 years later
when Leong signed a short-lived
deal with the Hawaiian tourism
board, but the sponsorship ended
almost after just a half-season.
“He was a good driver, and we
got along pretty good,” Leong
said of his longtime friend.

“When drivers left me, it was
usually because of personality
conflict. I have to admit that back
then, I felt like I’d had enough
success that I wasn’t going to let
a driver tell me how to run my
car. Right, wrong, or indifferent,
it was my car, and a lot of times,
the drivers had some strong
opinions because of other cars
they’d driven, but Gordie was
really easygoing and upbeat, and
we had real good communication.
He didn’t do stupid things behind
the wheel, which can be hard not
to do at times when you’re
driving a Funny Car. You just
have a split second to make a
decision, but he was pretty good
at making the right decision.”
“Easygoing” was a common
description that many shared.
There’s no doubt that Bonin
sometimes led a complex
personal life – much to the
amusement of his teammates at
times -- but he was always upbeat
and smiling through it, at least
publicly.
I also spoke to Hodgson and to
Light, who had both known
Bonin for decades from their
shared Canadian roots.

from Hodgson’s Pacemaker
Automotive speed equipment
business. That eventually led to
their teaming on a Funny Car and
the great success that followed
for more than a decade.
“Gordie just had a real feel for
driving Funny Cars,” said
Hodgson. “We didn’t have
computers in the cars at the time,
but Gordie was our computer.
We had some great crew chiefs -guys like the late Dan Ferguson,
Gordon Jenner, and Jerry Verhuel
– and Gordie was a big part of
our success because of what he
could share from a run.
“He was a drag racer from Day
One. Racing was his life; even
when he quit racing, he never
quit racing. He’d do anything to
get to the next race. We had a lot
of fun together, at the track and
on the road. He was off the wall
sometimes but a lot of fun. I
spent some time with him and
Terry Capp about a month ago -he and Terry were both
incredibly popular in Edmonton –
and Gordie was still talking about
driving; he couldn’t get it out of
his system.”

Bonin at Seattle in the first Pacemaker Funny
Car. (Rich Carlson photo)

Hodgson
began
his
long
association with Bonin when
Bonin bought a Hurst shifter

Light knew Bonin from as far
back as the late 1960s, when they
had competed against one
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another, Bonin in an injected
nitro dragster and Light a blown
gas dragster, in a Super
eliminator-type class in Canada.
Each took separate career paths,
but their lives converged when
Light worked for (and eventually
took over control of) Hodgson’s
Edmonton Int’l Speedway. In
1977, Light and car owner Bob
Lawrence teamed with Hodgson,
Jenner, and Bonin, adding their
Top Fueler to the Bubble Up
Funny Car. They enjoyed an
amazing weekend at the 1977
World Finals in Ontario, where
Bonin won Funny Car and Light
was runner-up in Top Fuel to
Dennis Baca.

“Gordie was always enjoyable to
be around, always very positive,
and, in my opinion, one of the
best Funny Car drivers of that
era,” said Light. “When I came to
work at NHRA in 1984, Gordie
was already here. I was new to
California and spent a lot of time
with him that first year and
during his time with NHRA.
Even after he left, we stayed in
occasional contact, and the one
thing about Gordie is that he

wanted to be a Funny Car driver
for life; even right to the end, he
was talking about a comeback.
He lived an amazing life to its
fullest; a guy would have to live
150 years to enjoy what he
packed into 65.”
Just as Bonin was Light’s tour
guide when he came to Southern
California,
former
National
Dragster Editor Bill Holland
took Bonin under his wing a year
earlier.
“I met the two ‘Gordon’s’ (Bonin
and Jenner) back in the early '70s
and immediately took a liking to
them —as did the rest of the
Dragster staff,” he said. “I
remember we all went to El
Tepic in East Los Angeles and
had fun watching the Canadians
wrestle with those famous,
monstrous ‘Hollenbeck’ burritos.
When
Gordie
moved
to
California to work for NHRA, he
stayed at my home until he got
settled. He felt obligated to help
out around the house, so it was
kind of fun to watch ‘240’ mow
the lawn.
“After I left NHRA to go into the
advertising/PR business, I got a
call from Gordie, as he and Ron
Hodgson were putting a deal
together with Canada Dry, who
owned the Bubble Up brand, and
needed help PR-wise. Back then
‘the Snake’ was at the apex of his
career and dominated Funny Car
racing. So we had to get creative
to get noticed. I managed to
convince the local Bubble Up
bottler to set up a huge ‘wall’ of
bright green soda pop cans, and
we shot the car in front of it for

what became a full-color center
spread in Hot Rod magazine.
“I remember attending a function
in Red Deer, Alta., where native
son Gordie was honored. Noted
author George Plimpton was also
feted at the event, and it was fun
listening to the two of them swap
stories. Despite trying, Bonin
couldn't convince Plimpton to try
driving a Funny Car as one of his
‘Walter Mitty moments.’
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mastery of control when there
was so little, simply a sight to
see. I was shooting a feature in
‘89 when he came to Seattle to
test the new TF car. His first hit
behind the wheel was a full pull
and a great number. No warm-up,
no test, just foot to the floor after
many years away.

“Gordie's
enthusiasm
and
friendliness were appreciated by
both the media and drag fans
across North America. In the 40plus years I knew him, he always
had a ready smile. And that's the
way I'll remember him. RIP,
240."

Larry Pfister, who covered the
Northwest racing scene in-depth
for more than 30 years, writing
for local publications before
founding his popular Horsepower
Heaven site in 1995, has many
vivid memories of Bonin.
“His Seattle fans were legion,” he
wrote, “often louder than those of
the Max, ‘Jungle’ or McCulloch.
And they had reason to cheer as
he was our wild man … our
‘Jungle Jim' of the Northwest and
Canada. His 400-foot power
stands at Seattle, Mission, and
Portland were insane, his
burnouts as big as anybody’s, his

“He knew who he was, never
forgot his roots, and had a welldeserved
and
enjoyable
resurgence with the recent
nostalgia craze. He told me many
times he had no interest in getting
behind the wheel of a nostalgia
car. He would laugh and say he
had his time and it could never be
better today than yesterday.
"Many who knew him were
aware of his demons but loved
him just the same. His friendship
to so many and his love for his
mother were legendary. There
will only ever be one drag racer
known by two numbers. Two
Forty. We will never forget.
Thank you, my friend, for some
truly unforgettable memories.”
I also heard from everyone’s
favorite blogger, Bob Wilber,
who first crossed paths with

Bonin while Wilber was doing
PR for the Worsham family and
its Checker Schuck’s Kragen
deal.
“He was a manufacturer's rep at
the time and had a product he
was hoping to get on the shelf at
Checker, Schuck's, and Kragen
stores, so he approached me to
see if I could introduce him to the
correct
buyer,”
Wilber
remembered. “He treated me with
such class and interest, I was
almost taken aback (I was fully
aware of his career and his
illustrious history as a legend in
the sport), but at the time, I just
figured he was putting on the
charm as a networking technique,
hoping to generate some
business. The only problem with
that theory was the fact he treated
me like a dear friend for the next
15 years, shouting my name
when he'd spot me at a racetrack
as if we were lifelong buddies.

“When I joined Team Wilkerson,
he was among the first to reach
out and congratulate me, letting

me know that he now considered
himself a loyal Wilk Warrior and
that he'd be rooting for us from
that point forward. He subscribed
to my PR mailing list, and of all
the many people who receive my
daily email updates during races,
he was the most prolific in terms
of taking the time to reply to even
the most mundane message. If
my email blast on a Saturday
night simply said ‘Wilk qualifies
ninth,’ he'd shoot back a reply
within minutes, wishing us luck
and signing off as ‘240 - Loyal
Wilk Warrior.’ I'm unable to
count how many times I'd see his
emails and think to myself, ‘I
can't believe Gordie Bonin sends
me these notes, week in and week
out.’ On the day before I learned
of his passing, I was actually
telling my wife about all of this,
to let her know about this special
guy who treated me with such
class, interest, and respect for so
many years. For some reason, I
was thinking of him that day, and
I felt the need to share this story
as if there was some urgency to
tell it. Turns out, there was.
Gordie will always remain one of
my favorites in this sport, and the
NHRA world is a little emptier
now that he's gone and I know I
won't be getting those email
replies from 240.”
As Hodgson and Light alluded to,
Bonin had his eye on a return to
the sport even up until the time of
his passing. He was working
various
angles,
including
nostalgia
Funny
Cars,
international tours, and more.
Even if it were just wishful
thinking, none of it will have a
chance to come to fruition now,
and maybe its better that way,
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better that we can remember
“240” from his glory days, for his
carefree joy in life, and the way
he touched ours.
Godspeed, friend.

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY
1965 CHEVROLET
IMPALA SS
Story & Photos by Brian Earnest (Old Cars
Weekly)

There are countless reasons for a
car lover to buy an old car. Pity
usually isn’t high on the list, but
it was a good enough reason for
Bob Thorpen of Serena, Ill.
Thorpen drove a 1965 Chevrolet
Impala SS when he was a teen,
and years later he spotted a
similar car in an unlikely spot. “It
was sitting so forlornly in the
back corner of a Ford
dealership,” he recalled with a
laugh. “I looked at it and it
looked kind of OK. I thought I’d
go and deal with the people,
because being he was a Ford
dealer he seemed like he wanted
to kind of get rid of it. I think I
only paid $2,500 for it.
“I drove it around for a while not
knowing what I wanted to do
with it. Then I decided to fix it
up, but I had no intention at the
time to make it as nice as it
turned out to be, and certainly no

intention of keeping it as long as
I have.”
That ownership has stretched to
29 years now, and Thorpen and
his beautiful Mist Blue Chevy
won’t be parting ways any time
soon.

“It was just a used car at the time,
and unfortunately at the time, I
didn’t think about doing any
[research] on it … I don’t know
much about the car before I had
it. It had a Kansas title when I
bought it and had no idea at the
time I’d keep it as long as I did so
I didn’t even make a copy of that
title. I know it was a Kansas car,
but don’t know if it spent its
whole life there. I do know it’s a
real SS by the VIN number …
But yeah; I’m surprised I’ve had
it this long. But here we are
almost 30 years later and I still
have it and it’s still pretty nice.”
Even Thorpen can’t pinpoint
why, but the ’65 SS has stuck
with him while many other
Chevrolets have come and gone.
For a while, his driveway needed

a revolving door for all the 1960s
Chevys that were passing
through. Somehow, the blue 1965
Impala SS hardtop always stayed
around. “I had a ’66 Impala a few
years back and it turned out it
wasn’t really my favorite, so I
didn’t have it long,” he said.
“I’ve had a couple of Chevelles. I
currently own a ’64 Chevelle….
A ’64 Chevelle was my first new
car when I was just past 19 years
old. [I’m Chevrolet] through and
through. Back in the ’60s, when I
started buying new cars, four
years in a row I had new
Chevelles: ’64, ’65, ’66, and ’67.
Boy, don’t I wish I had all those
now. Back then to trade for a new
Chevelle after a year probably
only cost you 700 or 800 bucks,
and payments were only about
100 bucks a month. I just had the
itch back then. I’ve had the ’65
SS and I had a 1966 Chevelle for
a while. It was a nice Chevelle
but it just wasn’t like my ’65 SS
and I decided I wanted to just
concentrate on [the SS].”
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Thorpen is far from alone in his
affection for one of Chevy’s
biggest hits of the 1960s. An
entire generation of bowtie kids
grew up on the sporty Super
Sport, which offered an attractive
blend of pizzazz and performance
in a big-car package. GM
couldn’t produce them fast
enough throughout much of the
decade after the Impala Super
Sport’s debut in 1961 model
year. Thorpen has owned two of
the 243,100 copies built for 1965,
when 239,500 V-8 versions and
3,600 six-cylinders were minted.
During its first three years of
existence, the SS was an option
package for the Impala, but for
1964 it became its own model.
For 1965, the Impala was
redesigned with a sleeker, lessboxy look, and the Mark IV 396cid V-8 was added to an engine
menu that included the nowlegendary 409. The 283-cid V-8
with a two-barrel carburetor rated
at 195 hp was the standard V-8
Impala SS engine, but buyers
could go up the ladder and
choose from two versions of the
327, the 396 or one of two 409s.

Base Impalas were available as
two- and four-door hardtops,
four-door sedans, station wagons
and convertibles. The hot SS
models were offered only as
hardtop coupes and convertibles,

which numbered about 27,000 for
the model year production run.

In addition to the 283 V-8,
standard goodies included Super
Sport badging on the front
fenders, grille and rear cove;
signature
wheel
covers;
wheelhouse
bright
work;
carpeting; and vinyl bucket seats.
Of course, there were a zillion
add-ons
available,
from
Positraction and a heavy-duty
clutch, to power windows, brakes
and steering, to fancy wire
wheels.
A “plain Jane” 1965 Impala SS
hardtop with a six-cylinder listed
for $2,839. The base V-8 bumped
up the price about $110.
Convertibles were about $300
more than the hardtops.
Thorpen’s first 1965 SS was
black, but his second one was
Mist Blue. He decided to get
some body work done and repaint
his second SS its original color,
and, as the old story goes, one
thing led to another. “I had it in
the body shop in 1985 and ’86,

and the guy who did the
bodywork and painting did such
an absolutely wonderful job on it.
It was really, really nice, so I
decided to keep going on the
interior and engine.

“At first, the body didn’t look
bad, really. It looked pretty nice,
but when I decided to have the
body redone, one of the first
things he wanted to do was have
the body blasted right down to
bare metal, and then we
discovered lots of Bondo and
body filler in the rear quarters. So
I started searching, but in 1985, a
’65 wasn’t really old enough
where
they
were
really
reproducing anything and the
junkyards had junk. I wound up
buying
some
quarters
in
California and had them shipped
to Illinois. The shipping cost me
more than the quarters did, but
they turned out to be really, really
nice quarters — really clean and
really straight. Now you have to
look really, really close to see
where they were welded in. If
you didn’t know where it was
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welded on the roofline, you’d
never be able to tell.”
From there Thorpen, with plenty
of help from friend Brett Miller,
gradually worked his way
through the entire car, including
putting in a new interior and
swapping in a rebuilt periodcorrect 327 for the “tired” 350
that was in the car when he
bought it. The transplant engine
was then mated to a similarly
rebuilt
four-speed
manual
transmission and four-bolt Posi
rear end.
“I did the chrome pieces and
rechromed the bumpers, and that
really did a lot for it,” Thorpen
noted. “Being it turned out as
nice as it did, I started going to
car shows, and I decided that I
really liked the car, and just kind
of kept going. Basically, it’s
equipped the same as my first
one: a 327 four-speed, buckets,
Posi … My first one was black,
and this one is blue, but I love the
blue. I think it’s a really neat
color. I like red, but I decided I
didn’t want this one to be red.”

With drum brakes and no power
steering, the big Impala SS won’t
win any awards for its agility.
Radial tires have made “a whole
world of difference,” though, and
Thorpen never needs an excuse to
take off for a drive. He guesses
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he’s put about 20,000 miles on
the car since its makeover was
completed. At least a few of
those miles were done at top
speed. “I took it to a drag strip
only once, just for the fun of it,”
he laughed. “I had to do it once.
It didn’t set any records, of
course, but it was fun. It was just
a hair over 15 seconds, which
isn’t great by today’s standards.
It had to be just a shade over 90
[mph] in the quarter.

These days, Thorpen is more
likely to take his Impala SS to a
cruise night than he is to bring it
to a weekend show. He simply
enjoys driving it more than
looking at it, and “I’ve got a shelf
in my garage here that’s full of
trophies.
“I just love driving it. People’s
heads turn and I get a lot of
thumbs up,” Thorpen says.
“People still admire it and walk
over and talk to me about it if I’m
at a gas station, or wherever. I
love that. I like it when people
come over and say things like
that. It makes me feel good.”

THE RAMCHARGERS
Story & Photos by Phil Burgess

“Occasionally they’ve
been
known to go faster than that!
You’ve gotta blow the cobwebs
out once in a while.”

When the email came Tuesday
from Eileen Daniels, wife of the
late NHRA Division 3 Director
Bob Daniels, advising of the
death of Jim Thornton, it was in
the form of a simple link to an
online obituary. She didn’t say
any more and probably didn’t
need to. Although I had never
written a word about the man let
alone spoken to him, my mind
drew an immediate and pretty
certain link to the Ramchargers.
As proud as I was of myself for
my brain’s ability to connect the
synapses to form that thought, I
was saddened by his passing.

I wrote a quick obituary for the
NHRA.com Notebook to share
the sad news, then quickly
headed for the photo library and
hefted from the drawers a thick
folder of Ramchargers photos
that I quickly decided I wanted to
share with you all. I’m not about
to delve into the full history of
the Ramchargers, a diverse blend
of Chrysler engineers who
worked their magic on Dodgebodied machines in the 1960s and
‘70s, because there is so much
good and accurate information
already out there, including Dr.
Dave Rockwell’s impressive and
authoritative book We Were The
Ramchargers (Amazon link), the
official Ramchargers website,
and a detailed 25-part story by
team driver Mike Buckel on the
Wild About Cars website.
I’ll let Dr. Rockwell synopsize
the Ramchargers story with this
paragraph from a great article he
wrote for the Muscle Mopar
website:
“Who the Ramchargers were is
most easily understood if two
things are kept in mind. First,
they were always a free-standing
group;
financially
and
operationally from Chrysler.
Members' activities were always
after hours and off the clock from
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Chrysler.
However,
several
members' day jobs at Chrysler
did
eventually
involve
developing its race program.
Second, there were four phases
through which the group evolved
during its life: Phase 1) spanned
1958 and 1959, when a
confederation of individuals
working on their cars banded
together to form an NHRAsanctioned Hot Rod Club, the
Ramchargers. Phase 2) spanned
1959 through 1961, with the
group
evolving
from
a
confederation of individuals with
separate interests to a group with
a
common
interest.
This
federation built the first team car
in the form of a '49 Plymouth
C/Altered; High and Mighty,
followed in 1961 by the team's
first Super Stock Dodge. Phase 3)
spanned 1962 through 1967,
where the team incorporated
itself, raced Super Stocks,
developed the Funny Car, and
introduced the 426 Hemi to Top
Fuel. After 1967, in Phase 4) a
number of members retired to
their day jobs at Chrysler, while
four
members
opened
Ramchargers Racing Engines,
building engines. They opened
five Detroit-area speed shops
while competing in Top Fuel and
Funny Car through the mid1970s.”
Or, if you don't feel like a lot of
reading, you can simply watch
the video at right, which was a
segment
on
Speed
TV’s
American Muscle show and
includes a pretty thorough history
unto itself. So, you can see why I
wouldn’t want to bore you with a
couple of thousand words
rehashing all of that, but what I

can share is a bunch a photos that
I found in the National Dragster
archives.
You know me, I’m like a kid in a
candy shop when it comes to this
kind of thing, and, quite honestly,
in my 30-plus years here, I can’t
ever remember delving into the
Ramchargers file, so I greedily
dug into it, pulling photo after
photo that I knew I’d want to
share with you guys, and when I
was done, I had about 50 photos.
Oops.
So I painstakingly (and painfully)
winnowed it to the manageable
number you see below. It’s not
meant to be a by-the-numbers
history of the Ramchargers, just a
bunch of cool photos that caught
my eye and that honor the legacy
of the group.

So, who were the Ramchargers
and what did they look like?
Fortunately, they were as adept at
PR as they were racing and sent
cool photos like the one above
and the one below, spotlighting
some of the key members. The
photo above shows the team’s
three drivers in the 1960s, from
left on both top and bottom,
Thornton, Herm Moser, and
Hartford “Mike” Buckel, in their
snazzy (if not too confidencebuilding) racing helmets and
working on their cars. I’ll get into
their individual heroics in a bit.

And here are the mechanical
geniuses behind those great
drivers. At far left is Tom Hoover
(not the Funny Car driver of the
same name), who had master's
degrees
in
physics
and
automotive engineering and
would become known as the
“Father of the 426 Hemi”; at far
right is Dan Mancini, a
carburetion and dynamometer
technician at Chrysler who
helped develop the first tunnelram manifold and assisted
Hoover in engine building; the
top two are Dick Maxwell and
Dan Knapp. Maxwell built the
Ramchargers High and Mighty
C/Altered car and was the team’s
most business-savvy member,
interacting with sanctioning
bodies,
negotiating
rules,
selecting and writing contracts,
and
disseminating
and
implementing
technical
information to racers. He also
developed the Direct Connection
Parts program, which would
become Mopar Performance, and
eventually
became
overall
director of the race group in
1975, where he thrived until his
retirement in 1998, but not before
being inducted into the SEMA
Hall of Fame. Knapp was a
fabricator par excellence and
eventually became one of the
team’s Top Fuel drivers. The
bottom three are Tom Codington,
a fuel-systems specialist and
coordinator for development of

the famed Chrysler/Hillborn fuelinjection system in 1965; Jerry
Donley, who worked in “the cold
room” at Chrysler, where engines
were routinely cold-tested to start
at -20 degrees Fahrenheit; and
Gary Congdon, the team’s
carburetor expert.

Here’s where it all started, the
famed High and Mighty ‘49
Plymouth business coupe, the
first
Ramchargers
machine,
powered by a 354 Hemi with 392
Hemi heads for better breathing
and shifted through a three-speed
manual transmission. In two
years (1959-60), the car set
NHRA C/Altered records for
speed (109.75 mph) and elapsed
time (12.62).

(Above and below) Moser really
put the Ramchargers on the map
with his Stock victory at the 1963
Nationals with the Max Wedge
Dart. The team’s car was so
dominant that, according to
Buckel, NHRA inspected the
engine every night, then sealed it,
then broke the seal and examined
it again the next night.

I love this photo, taken at
Maryland’s Aquasco Speedway,
of a Ramchargers member
sweeping in the tractionenhancing rosin on the starting
line.

As drag racing evolved, so did
the Ramchargers. With the famed
426 now in full production, it
obviously found its way into
Ramchargers cars, including its
early AFXers. Thornton, a
suspension expert, was key in the
development of the alteredwheelbase concept, beginning
with the '63 Ramchargers team
cars, that led to a Coronet in 1965
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that ran first on gas, then
methanol, then light loads of
nitro, and was followed by this
Dart in 1966, which both
Thornton and Buckel drove and
is shown racing Bill Lawton in
the Tasca Ford Mystery 8
Mustang
at
Connecticut
Dragways.

Thornton suited up and ready
with the ’66 Dart. The car had a
real race car chassis and a tiltforward hood. Soon, tilt-up hoods
were superseded by tilt-up bodies
that became the norm as the
altered-wheelbase cars evolved
into Funny Cars. This car ran 100
percent nitro, sometimes even
laced with hydrazine.

This ’67 Dart was the
Ramchargers’ first true Funny
Car, the first to have a
supercharger, and was driven
again by Thornton and Buckel.
I’m not sure who’s at the wheel
here as they battled “Jungle Jim”
Lieberman at U.S. 131 Dragways
in Martin, Mich. “Jungle” won
this go-round, 8.45 to 8.73.
Buckel was injured in the car one
day in Gary, Ind., when a
tremendous clutch explosion sent
shrapnel into the cockpit, forcing
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him to bail out of the car at
speed, resulting in a broken right
foot.

The Ramchargers also began
fielding a Top Fuel car in 1964
with a car built by Knapp, with
Don
Westerdale
driving.
Westerdale
was
not
a
Ramchargers member (and, in
fact, worked at Ford) but had
driven some of Knapp’s earlier
cars and was someone Knapp
trusted at the wheel. The dragster,
powered by the new 426 Hemi,
did not have the distinctive
Ramchargers
candy
stripes,
probably because it had just a
short body, which was painted
Chrysler Orange.

A Woody Gilmore dragster was
commissioned for following
seasons. The caption on the back
of this publicity photo showing
the Top Fuel team loading up in
front of Hodges Dodge, a
Ferndale,
Mich.,
Dodge
dealership, reads “going first
class,” which, at that time, the
enclosed trailer must have
seemed so. The Ramchargers
dragster set low e.t. and top speed
at the 1965 and 1967 Nationals.

After Westerdale retired from
driving, he was replaced in 1966
by 22-year-old Merek Chertkow,
a California bachelor with Detroit
roots. After a year with the
Ramchargers, Chertkow moved
back to California, where he built
racing engines. He didn’t return
to the cockpit until 1974, in a
short stint with an SOHCpowered Pinto Funny Car with
partner Rick Watson. When Phil
Goulet joined the Ramchargers in
1967, he brought with him his
driver, Chuck Kurzawa, who had
driven their modified roadsters
and took over the dragster.

The Ramchargers splintered after
the 1967 season, many feeling
they had proven what they had
set out to prove. The assets were
divided, and a group consisting
of Knapp, Dick Skoglund,
Goulet, and, to a lesser degree,
Maxwell, Mancini, and Rockwell
carried on with the nitro cars and
even
opened
Ramchargers
Racing Engines, selling fuel
motors to all comers. Leroy
Goldstein, who had wheeled Jim
Nicoll's No. 2 car the previous
year, started out as a Top Fuel
driver for the Ramchargers, with

the Division 3 title in 1969, but
found himself very comfortable
in its fast ’70 Challenger. “The
Israeli Rocket” made the first sixsecond Funny Car pass, a 6.95,
June 30, 1970, at New York
National Speedway, then took
Funny Car honors in Dallas at the
1970 Spring nationals, was
runner-up to Don Schumacher at
the 1970 Nationals, and won the
Gatornationals in 1971.

It wasn’t all wine and roses for
Goldstein in 1971, as this Steve
Reyes photo from Green Valley
Race City in Texas shows. The
Ramchargers machine lost the
entire rear end out of the car!

After
Goldstein
left
the
Ramchargers to drive for Candies
& Hughes, a succession of
drivers filled the cockpit of the
team’s new Demon in 1972,
including Arnie Behling, Jim
Paoli, Clare Sanders, and, finally,
Dick Rosberg, who crashed the
car, ending the team’s efforts.
So there you have it, a
photographic but not complete by
any means history of the
Ramchargers team. Go back and
read some of the information
using the links I provided at the

head of the article if you want
more; there certainly is more than
enough to satisfy any curiosity!

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY
1960 PONTIAC
BONNEVILLE
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Unfortunately, the owner of the
Olds wasn’t in the mood for
refunds.

Story & Photos by Brian Earnest (Old Cars
Weekly)

Jack Canfield didn’t really have a
“Plan B” when he went to
Colorado to adopt a cool
Oldsmobile convertible a few
years back. But when things
didn’t work out and it looked like
he was about to get gypped,
Canfield unexpectedly stumbled
into a pretty nice backup plan.
“I was looking for a ’57 Olds
Ninety-Eight convertible. I was
all excited and talked to the fella
that owned it, and after I talked to
him four or five times we worked
out a price and I gave him some
money down,” recalled Canfield,
a resident of New Brighton,
Minn. “I was supposed to come
down and pick the car up, and he
had told me there was no rust
whatsoever on the car, and I was
paying a fair enough price and I
didn’t want any rust.
“So we get down there and he
happened to have a hoist in his
garage and we put the car on the
hoist and I could tell right where
all the rust spots were. I said, ‘I
can’t take this car. It’s not
represented right. I’d like to have
my money back.’”

“He said, ‘No, I can’t give you
your money back, but I have
another car — a 1960 Bonneville
convertible — that’s about 90
percent done with a restoration,
and I might want to sell that,’”
Canfield continued. “So we went
and looked at the car and I was
happy with it.
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“I was a little concerned. I didn’t
think he should have kept my
money, but it was his prerogative,
I guess. But after I saw the
[Bonneville]
I said,
‘I’m
interested, let’s work out a
price.’ The next morning before
we left to come home from
Grand Junction, Colo., he called
and said, ‘OK you can have the
car.’”

of just one, and it was cutting the
voltage down.
“So I took that second resister
off, disconnected it and it started
right up and it’s been starting
ever since for the last 7 or 8
years.”

Indeed, Canfield has been so
pleased with the beautiful Pontiac
ragtop that he has collected three
of them. “I have two more, so I
can compare when one is not
[running right],” he joked. “One
does not have bucket seats like
this one. One is just about as nice
as this, all-white with a white top,
bucket seats that has factory air
conditioning, so it’s very nice.”

Canfield had his dark red
convertible for about a dozen
years and has been showing and
driving it periodically for “the
last 7 or 8 years.” Before he
began taking it to hobby car
gatherings, Canfield had a few
details to finish up on the car. He
went through a couple of starters
before he discovered the extra
resistor. He said he’s also rebuilt
the carburetor twice. The power
top needed some electrical work,
the transmission was a bit balky,
and there was some chrome and
stainless steel that needed
attention.

Canfield still wasn’t sure if he
had been taken in the deal after
he went to pick up the handsome
Bonneville. The car didn’t start at
first, and it was temperamental
for many months after he got it
home.
“For two years I worked on
getting it started. It would start,
and then it wouldn’t start,”
Canfield said. “So I got a little
bothered with that, and I took it
to one of my old customers, and
he put his meter on it and he
found out there was only 3 volts
going to the points system, and
what happened was there had
been two resistors put on instead

The heavy lifting on the
restoration had been done by the
previous
owner,
however,
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including the bodywork, paint
and new interior.
“It’s the original Coronado Red,”
he said. “He did the whole
interior out of leather. It’s not
vinyl, its leather. A lot of times
when they replace that now they
replace it with vinyl because
leather is a little costlier.”

It wouldn’t seem right to cut
costs on Pontiac’s top-of-the-line
machine for 1960. That year,
more than 17,000 of the
luxurious drop tops were built at
a base price of $3,478. You could
also buy Bonneville’s in twodoor and four-door hardtops. Any
of them were a good choice for
buyers who wanted smooth
cruising and handsome looks
combined with a big V-8.
By 1960,
the
Bonneville
nameplate was entering its fourth
year. The model had debuted in
1957 as a spectacular, fuelinjected,
convertible-only
offering. Only 630 Bonneville’s
were built that first year, but that

was enough to get the model
rolling into the future. In 1958, a
coupe was also offered and the
Bonneville became its own
series. A four-door joined the
lineup in 1959 — the same year
the all-new, redesigned “WideTrack” Ponchos arrived.
The Bonneville’s were certainly
some of the most visually
appealing American cars on the
market for 1960, with their
signature split grilles, distinctive
fender scripts, V-shaped crest on
the lower front fenders and
beltline moldings that ended with
three dashes of chrome at the
rear. Quad headlamps were
integrated into the corners of the
grille with two pairs of round tail
lamps capping off the long,
rounded “fins” in back. Padded
dashboards with walnut inserts,
courtesy lamps and padded rear
seat cushions were just a few of
the creature comforts.
The interior is a dazzling
combination of stainless and
wood
trim
with
pleated
upholstery. Canfield’s car is
dressed inside with red leather
and carpet to match the Coronado
Red paint. The black convertible
top is hidden under a red boot. “I
really enjoy and appreciate the
interior. I think it’s one of the
finest-looking interiors of the
’50s and ’60s,” Canfield noted.

Under the hood was a 389-cid V8 that drank through a Carter
four-barrel carburetor. The setup
produced about 281 hp with the
synchromesh and 303 with the
optional Hydra-Matic.
Canfield’s car features several
noteworthy options, including
fender skirts, power steering and
brakes,
a
stainless
tissue
dispenser below the dash and
cruise control. “This was the first
year they had cruise control, and
it also has the brake lights so
when you put the emergency
brake on, there is a light that
shines so you don’t burn the rear
brakes out… There are also a
three-mast power antenna and
naturally, the power steering and
power brakes,” he added. “It’s
got the Day-Night mirror; bucket
seats, which is very, very sought
after; it also has the rear trunk
light — you can wheel it out and
put it by the front wheel so you
can change a tire at night.”
Canfield never dug much into the
history of his first Bonneville.
He’s not sure how many owners
had their hands on the car earlier
in its life, and the odometer had
been restarted at zero during the
car’s restoration. Since then he’s
put only a little more than 1,000
miles on the convertible. That’s
not many over the span of about
eight years, but he insists they
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have been very happy miles. “It’s
just like a modern car because I
put radial tires on it, so it drives
down the road at 60 or 70 [mph]
just as nice as a modern day car,
the only difficulty is that it
doesn’t have disc brakes. And it’s
a heavy car — probably about
4,600 lbs.

been a little cleaner. He’s not
complaining, though.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

When a backup plan works out
this good, you just roll with it.

07/11

“I didn’t want that Oldsmobile
because it had rust … But I
wouldn’t have wanted this if that
car hadn’t had rust,” he laughed.
“It’s turned out very nice. I’ve
been blessed.

07/12

“I’ll keep hanging onto this one, I
think. I couldn’t ask for anything
better, really.”

07/11
to
07/13
07/12
&
07/13

07/16

07/17

07/18
to
07/20
07/18
to
07/20
07/18
to
07/20
07/18
to
07/20
07/18

“We took it to Back to the 50’s
all three days and we take it to
the local car shows. I try not to
drive it more than 20, 25 miles
from home. That’s about it.”
Canfield figures three 1960
Bonneville convertibles is just
about the right number for him
now, but he admits there
probably wouldn’t be any if that
Oldsmobile he was after had just

07/19

07/20

07/24

07/25

Jamestown Speedway
IMCA Mod Tour with
WISSOTA MW Mods No track points for MW Mods
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Speedway
Regular Race
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Woodburn Dragstrip
Woodburn, Oregon
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Buffalo City Rotisserie Grille
Hamburgers, Brats, Salad, Soft
Drink Free (While supply lasts)
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
Bandimere Speedway
Denver, Colorado
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
National Trail Raceway
Columbus, Ohio
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Sonoma Raceway
Sonoma, California
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
New England Dragways
Epping, New Hampshire
Oahe Speedway
NHRA Street Legal Drags
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway
Oahe Speedway Shootouts
with "Countdown to the Jam"
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway
Coca Cola Points Race #5
with 4th Annual "Junior Jam"
Pierre, South Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
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07/25
to
07/26
07/25
to
07/27
07/26

07/26

07/26
&
07/27
07/26
&
07/27
07/31
to
08/03
08/01
to
08/03
08/01
08/01
to
08/03
08/02

08/08
to
08/09
08/02

08/03

08/09
&
08/10

08/13

Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Heartland Park Topeka
Topeka, Kansas
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
Sonoma Raceway
Sonoma, California
Jamestown Speedway
WISSOTA Amsoil Qualifier
Jamestown, North Dakota
Car Show
Hi-way 9 Classic Car Club
Spiritwood Lake, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Airport Drag Racing
Saturday & Sunday
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
NDSRA
Western Canadian Nationals
Superrun
Saskatoon, Canada
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Atco Dragways
Atco, New Jersey
Oahe Speedway
NHRA Street Legal Drags
Pierre, South Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
Pacific Raceways
Seattle, Washington
Jamestown Speedway
NLRA Late Models
All Classes Running
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Gateway Motorsports Park
St. Louis, Missouri
Oahe Speedway
Oahe Speedway Shootouts
with Junior Points Race #5
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway
Coca Cola Race #6
with 2013 National Dragster
Challenge
Pierre, South Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Two Rivers Inn
Hamburgers, Brats, Salad, Soft

08/14
to
08/17
08/15
to
08/17
08/15
to
08/17

08/16

08/16

08/17

08/22
to
08/24
08/22
to
08/23
08/23
08/23
&
08/24
08/27
to
09/01
08/28

08/29

08/30

Drink Free (While supply lasts)
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
Brainerd International
Brainerd, Minnesota
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Cecil County Dragways
Rising Sun, Maryland
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Pacific Raceways
Seattle, Washington
Jamestown Speedway
Regular Races PLUS Legends
MW Mods off for King of
the dirt
Jamestown, North Dakota
Oahe Speedway
Oahe Speedway Shootouts
with Quick 8
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway
Richmond Gear Weekend
Warrior Coca Cola Points
Race #7 with Quick 8
Pierre, South Dakota
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Beech Bend Raceway Park
Bowling Green, Kentucky
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Heartland Park Topeka
Topeka, Kansas
Jamestown Speedway
Season Championship
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
Lucas Oil Raceway
Indianapolis, Indiana
Oahe Speedway
9th Annual "Thunder on the
Prairie", Downtown Pierre
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway
NHRA Street Legal Drags
& Test-N-Tune
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway
Coca Cola Points Race #8
with Summit Racing
Equipment Junior Drag
Racing League Challenge
presented by Proseal of
Mitchell.
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway

08/31

09/01
09/05
to
09/07
09/05
to
09/07
09/12
to
09/14
09/12
to
09/14

09/17

09/18
to
09/21
09/19
to
09/20
09/19
to
09/21
09/19

09/20

09/20

09/21

09/26
to
09/28
09/26
to

Coca Cola Points Race #9
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway
Coca Cola Points Race #10
Pierre, South Dakota
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Old Bridge Township Raceway
Englishtown, New Jersey
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Tri-State Raceway
Earlville, Iowa
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Thunder Road Raceway
Gillian, Louisiana
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
Zmax Dragways
Charlotte, North Carolina
James Valley Street Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Jamestown Truck Plaza
Hamburgers, Brats, Salad, Soft
Drink Free (While supply lasts)
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
Texas Motorplex
Dallas, Texas
Jamestown Speedway
Stock Car Stampede
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
JEGS Northern Nationals
Columbus, Ohio
Oahe Speedway
10th Annual NHRA National
Open Test-N-Tune
Pierre, South Dakota
James Valley Street Machines
4th Annual Car Show
Don Wilhelm, Inc.
Jamestown, North Dakota
Oahe Speedway
10th Annual NHRA National
Open Shootouts with
Koppien/Christensen
Memorial Stock/Super Stock
Combo.
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway
9th Annual NHRA National
Open Finals.
Pierre, South Dakota
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Rocky Mountain Raceways
Salt Lake City, Utah
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
Gateway Motorsports Park

09/28
09/27
&
09/28
10/02
to
10/05
10/03
to
10/05
10/03
to
10/05
10/04

10/05

10/10
to
10/12
10/11
&
10/12

10/15

10/17
to
10/19
10/25
&
10/26
10/30
to
11/02
11/06
to
11/09

11/12

11/13
to
11/16

St. Louis, Missouri
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
Maple Grove Raceway
Reading, Pennsylvania
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
JEGS Pacific Nationals
Las Vegas, Nevada
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Thunder Valley Raceway
Noble, Oklahoma
Oahe Speedway
Fall Finale Shootout Races
with 2014 Papa Murphy's
100 MPH Club.
Pierre, South Dakota
Oahe Speedway
Fall Finale Oahe Speedway
Class Races
Pierre, South Dakota
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Auto-Plus Raceway
Gainesville, Florida
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Buffalo City Rotisserie Grille
Hamburgers, Brats, Salad, Soft
Drink Free (While supply lasts)
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
Silver Dollar Raceway
Reynolds, Georgia
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend FINALS
Sabin, Minnesota
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
The Strip at Las Vegas
Las Vegas, Nevada
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing
The Strip at Las Vegas
Las Vegas, Nevada
James Valley Street Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow Drag
Racing
Auto Club Raceway
Pomona, California
James Valley Street Machines
Awards Banquet 7:00

12/16

Prime Rib & Potato.
Live Auction @ the KC's
Jamestown, North Dakota

SWAP SHOP

Swap Shop ads are taken from
James Valley Street Machine
members, NDSRA “Street Talking”
magazine, “Cars for Sale in
Jamestown” on Facebook.

FOR SALE:
1941 Willys Cabriolet
390 HP, Price reduced to
$22,500.
701-255-6729 (Mark)
FOR SALE:
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I am downsizing my collection of
porcelain gas & oil signs, beer
taps, gas pumps, pedal cars and
much more.
602-677-828 (Jim)
FOR SALE:
Need a new gas tank for your
project, or a replacement for your
current ride? Super Sale on
“TANKS” gas tanks. Hot Rods
and Trim.
701-274-8975
FOR SALE:
1941 Chevy Coupe
Dark green, 235 – 12 Volt
alternator, Fenton manifold,
Radials, Skirts, Visor. Good car.
Could use some paint.
$6000.00
701-797-2636 (Larry)
WANTED:
1951 Cadillac 2 Door. Hardtop
project. Any condition will be
considered.
701-471-3350 (Nate)
INSPECTIONS:
Vehicle inspections done at
Dallas Kustoms in Hillsboro,
ND.
701-436-6399
FOR SALE:
A set of 4 tires. Size 265/70R17
$120 obo.
701-202-3626 (Angela)

P a g e | 30
FOR SALE:
1977 Camaro Z/28

454 450 horsepower V8 (Not
numbers matching). 4 Speed
transmission. Posi rear end.
Power steering and brakes. Disc
Changer. Completely restored.
99% original except the digital
dash and hood (needed a different
one for the big block).
Approximately 6600 miles on the
restoration. Same owner since
1983.
$19,900.00 obo
701-269-3119 Scott

CLUB SITES
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