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LOOKING TOWARDS
THE FUTURE
Story & Photos by Skovy

Wasted days and wasted nights.
That’s the song that’s going
through my head right now. My
cars are in slumber mode in their
habitat (warehouse) and I sigh
because I miss them. Oh well,
spring is only a couple of months
away.
To make things worse, Craig
Gaier and myself was in Dallas
Texas last weekend looking for
cool talent for our 2015 Car show
that we are having next
September when low and behold
as we were driving by Denton
Texas what did we see. Drag
racing. Yep they were drag
racing in Texas on the 6th of
December. Well, what the heck,
might as well hang out and dream
of wanting to bring a car down to
Texas to race. Darn it, what was I
thinking? On the way north to
Oklahoma City, we were set to
meet with Big Chief from the
Street Outlaws and as we were
heading north he was heading
south on the interstate going …
guess where? Ya, Denton. Darn it
we missed them again.
Anyway, to business. Thursday,
December 18th will be our annual
awards banquet at the KC’s here
in Jamestown. Come on over and

have some fun with the gang.
There will be a live auction with
some real cool stuff. 2 NASCAR
tickets (Vegas), 2 Thunder
Mountain drag racing tickets, 2
tickets to Disneyland, a motor
scooter, signed photographs from
John Force and family, and
bunches more. Auction starts at
8:00. Dinner is at 7:00. Prime Rib
and all the fixings will be served.
$18.00 for single members and
$23.00 for husband & wife. You
will be able to join our James
Valley Street Machines at the
door.

OBSESSIONS. OMG!
Story & Photos by Skovy

Guess it’s not a big secret that the
John Force Racing Team is pretty
high on my list of the coolest
racing team around. I made
mention of this at an outing at the
Buffalo City Rotisserie Grille the
other day and low and behold I
find that my friends have the
obsession also. I’m not quite sure
if the obsession is with the John
Force Racing team or just to
mess with my head.

Want to get on the “RUMBLER”
email list? “RUMBLER” issues
to date … 8912!
Skovy@donwilhelm.com

Robert & Candace Gums with John Force
holding the Jamestown Sun

Craig Gaier at SEMA with John,, Brittany &
Courtenay Force.

In a recent conversation with
Richard Rawlings from the Gas
Monkey Garage, I told him of my
obsession
and
he
started
laughing. “Gonna get me some of
that” then a chuckle. Richard, I
watched the show and seen it was
a “no go”. Don’t ask her for a
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Date with John standing right
next to her anyway. Hehe

Richard Rawlings with John & Brittany
Force.

Anyway, Candace, Robert, Craig
and Richard … you guys suck!
Obsessions are fun. Thank you
for making my day.

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS
Jason Houge
Dale Speckman
Bonnie Mathias
Tom Ravely
Max Brandenburger
Bob Lulay
Jim Dodd

12/05
12/13
12/14
12/21
12/23
12/27
12/30

Skovy
Miss your birthday? Please
contact me at 701-202-7067
whereas I can update your
records.
ACTIVE MEMBERS
Allmer, Michael
Andersen, Jeff(Andy) & Karla
Anderson, Roger & Meleia
Anderson, Scott & Kim
Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla
Balvitsch, Wayne
Behm, Earl & Connie
Bensch, Paul & Janis
Berg, Wayne & Tami
Beyer, James
Block, Scott & Pat
Brandenburger, Max & Williams,
Laura
Calheim, Clifford & Marla
Carow, Billy & Candace
Christianson, Glenn & Lucinda
Dewald, Joel & Della
Dodd, Jim & Mary Jo
Emo, Paul
Erdahl, Shawn (Shady) & Dawn

Frank, Tracy
Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth
Gehring, Duane & Kathleen
Geisler, David
Gibson, Teddy & Diane
Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim
Gilge, Larry & Cindy
Godfrey, Collin
Gray, JeriLynn & Andy
Greenlund, Ron & Darlene
Gums, Robert & Candace
Guthmiller, Neil & Linda
Heiman, Tyler
Holzkamm, Al & Cindy
Houge, Jason & Ann Marie
Jacobson, Verdell (Jake) & Linda
Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy)
Jensen, Paul & Sue
Johnson, Brandon & Sonia
Kamlitz, Brian
Keim, Lyman & Darlene
Kessler, Michael & Mary
Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis
Lade, Joshua
Lang, John (JR)
Layton, Viril & Mary
Loose, Larry & Bonita
Lulay, Bob & Alma
Lynn, Randy
Mathias, Roger & Bonnie
McCreedy, Terrance
McCullough, Gary & Billie
McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene
Meidinger, Jamie
Meyer, Ken & Annie
Miller, Randy & Crystel
Mischka, Kenneth & Judy
Mitzel, LeRoy
Moser, LeRoy & Gloria
Nelson, Troy & Lois
Nenow, Roger & Lois
Nogosek, Aaron & Amy
Obrigewitsch, Les & Sheryl
Olson, David & Adele
Olson, Taylor
Patzner, Elroy & Elayne
Petrek, Gary
Poppe, Jerry & Ardie
Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda

Page |5
Redinger, Dale
Rixen, Dennis
Schauer, Ronald & Cindy
Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia
Seher, Jeff
Specht, Gary & Margaret
Specht, Leslie & Debra
Speckman, Dale & Pamela
Stromberg, Bryan
Swedlund, Troy & Emmy
Thoele, Kevin & Kim
Thomas, Troy & Tricia
Titman, Nick
Tracy, Dean & Martha
VanFleet, Richard
Vining, Taylor
Wegenast, Colin & Toni
Westerhausen, Leon & Mary Jane
Wiest, J.P. & Judy
Wilhelm, Jeff
Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy
Willman, Casey & Jessica
Wolf, Cameron
Wolff, Clayton & Beverly
Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn

10 SUPRISING FACTS
ABOUT AMERICAN
MUSCLE CARS.
Story & Photos by Ben Stewart (Popular
Mechanics Magazine)

America loves speed. The 1960s
and 1970s might have produced
the wildest and rarest muscle cars
packing giant torque-rich V-8s,
but the 1980s brought its share of
powerful machines to the street,
too—cars that were quick and
met the more stringent emissions
controls. And behind the

horsepower there
surprising stories.

are

some

1984 Chevy Corvette
1968 Ford Mustang Shelby
GT500
The first two years of Carroll
Shelby's Mustangs are the most
desirable to many Mustang
purists. Those 1965 and 1966 GT
350s were light, simply styled,
and perfect for track work. But
the later 1967 and 1968 cars
offered more fun under the hood
and were the machines of choice
if you wanted to win drag races.
For the first time, '67 to '68 GT
500 Shelby’s came with 355-hp
428-cubic-inch big-block power
under the hood. Car testers of the
day saw quarter-mile time slips in
the
mid-to-low
14-second
bracket—quick for the day. The
Shelby Mustangs received more
scoops and flashier styling than
the older cars to match the newfound power and torque. And the
even quicker KR (King of the
Road) high-performance model
was available in 1968 too.
Little-Known Fact: The 1967
Shelby Mustangs used Mercury
Cougar tail lamps, but the 1968
models used lamps from the '66
Ford Thunderbird.

The third generation of America's
sports car, the Corvette, had an
incredibly long run: 1968 to
1982. So when it came time for
GM to launch the next-generation
C4 Corvette, there was wild
speculation about the car. Some
predicted it would use a
midengine chassis, like an Italian
exotic. And others thought it
might use a rotary engine, like
Mazda's.
In the end, the next Vette wasn't
radical. It still had a small-block
Chevy V-8 up front driving the
rear wheels. That first year, it
cranked out a meager 205 hp. But
after a switch to a new, tuned
port fuel-injection system in later
years, horsepower jumped—and
so did performance. Five years
later, Chevy debuted the first
ultra-performance Vette since the
1960s: the 375-hp ZR-1.
Little-Known Fact: There is no
production
1983
Corvette.
Although 1982 was the last year
for the third-generation Corvette,
Chevy decided to wait until the
1984 model year to launch the
all-new car. Why? Some sources
claim
tighter
emissions
regulations necessitated more
time for development. Others say
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that quality glitches at the factory
were the real reason. All we
know is every 1983 Corvette
prototype was destroyed, except
one: a white car that now lives at
the National Corvette Museum in
Bowling Green, Ky.

1969 Dodge Charger
Daytona
The 1969 Dodge Daytona and its
sibling, the 1970 Plymouth
Superbird, are arguably the most
radical vehicles to emerge from
the muscle car wars. But the
Daytona, as the name might
suggest, wasn't designed for
street racing. It was built to win
NASCAR
races
on
the
superspeedways—the longest and
fastest
tracks.
To increase top speed, engineers
took the Charger to the wind
tunnel.
The
aerodynamic
modifications to the big Dodge
included a nearly 2-foot-tall rear
wing, a flush rear window, and a
longer, sloped nose cone. The
results were impressive. The race
version of the Daytona became
the first car in NASCAR history
to break 200 mph. After
numerous Dodge wins in 1969
and some by Plymouth in 1970,
NASCAR’s new rule book
banned
these
cars.
The

production cars, which came
packing a 440 big-block or the
legendary 426 Hemi, are soughtafter collector cars today that
bring more than $150,000 at
auctions.
Little-Known
Fact:
The
Daytona's
aerodynamic
modifications over a those of a
standard Charger helped lower
the coefficient of drag to 0.28—
an excellent figure even by
today's standards. But did that
huge rear wing really need to be
so tall to maximize rear-end
downforce? According to legend,
no. The reason for the
exaggerated height of the wing
was so that the trunk lid on the
production cars could pass
underneath it and fully opens.

1970 Oldsmobile 442
The 442 (which gets its name
from its four-barrel carburetor,
four-speed manual and dual
exhausts) was based on the
Cutlass and become the hot
muscle
machine
for
the
Oldsmobile division. It shared its
platform with two other hot GM
machines, the Chevy Chevelle SS
and the Pontiac GTO. And like
the GTO, the 442 was only a trim
level at the beginning. But by
1970, you could get a huge 455-

cubic-inch big-block V-8. And
when equipped with the even
more potent W30 parts, the motor
made 360 hp and a whopping 500
lb-ft of torque. It could hit 60
mph in less than 6 seconds,
which was very quick for the
time—especially for an Olds.
Little-Known Fact: Actor James
Garner raced a beefed-up 1970
Olds 442 in the NORRA Mexico
1000 (a precursor to the Baja
1000), where it won second in
class. The Goodyear Grabber, as
it was known, was built by
legendary Baja-race-vehicle guru
Vic Hickey and sponsored by

Goodyear tires. The vehicle was
recently restored and put up for
sale.

1978 Pontiac Firebird Trans
Am
By the late 1970s, muscle car
performance was a mere shadow
of what it had been years earlier.
The latest emissions controls,
combined with high gas prices
and stratospheric insurance costs,
caused most automakers to
severely dial back horsepower.
But not Pontiac. The Trans-Am
had been riding a new wave of
popularity since its starring role
in the movie Smokey and the
Bandit. For the 1978 model year,
Pontiac added to the excitement
by actually increasing the
horsepower of its top-level Trans
Am from 200 to 220. The brand
also developed a special handling
package called the WS6 that
added a sport-tuned suspension,
wider 8-inch wheels, new tires,
and quicker steering. The result
was a Pontiac Trans-Am that was
actually quicker and handled
better around a track than the
Chevy
Corvette.
Little-Known
Fact:
The
Pontiac's T-top roof, which first
became an option in 1976, was as

close as a buyer could get to a
convertible Trans Am. These liftout roof sections were initially
made by Hurst and were known
as the Hurst Hatch. The problem
was they leaked. This led Pontiac
to develop its own T-tops within
GM's Fisher body division and
launch the option midway
through the 1978 model year. So
some '78 Firebirds have Hurst Ttops and others have the Fisher
units. You can spot the difference
because the Fisher glass roof
panels are larger than the Hurst
Hatch ones.
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problem was this motor did not
perform well on the street. It was
slower than the other big-block
Mustangs at the time. The
Nascar-bound
V-8
was
monstrously large and did not fit
in a stock Mustang's engine bay.
So Ford contracted Kar Kraft in
Brighten, Mich., to handle the
job. The company relocated the
shock towers, widened the track
of the front end using unique
componentry,
relocated
the
battery to the trunk, and fitted a
smaller brake booster—all to
make room for this beastly
powerplant to fit in the Mustang.
Today, the rarity and mystique
behind the Boss 429 has pushed
values at auction well beyond
$200,000.

1969 Ford Mustang Boss 429
In the late 1960s and early 1970s,
NASCAR was in its golden age.
Automakers took the business of
stock-car racing seriously and
would dream up engines and
bodywork for racing that was
often too wild for the street. All
the automakers needed to do
were sell 500 of these radical cars
and they could run them in
NASCAR.
The Boss 429 Mustang was just
such a beast. Although the
Mustang didn't compete in
NASCAR, the 375-hp 429-cubicinch V-8 under its hood was
designed specifically for racing
and built to rev to 6000 rpm. The

Little-Known Fact: There were
actually three different 429
engines installed in the Boss 429
between '69 and '70. The
hardcore "S-Code" was installed
in early cars and filled with raceduty parts. But the S-Code had
warranty problems, reportedly

because of an incorrect assembly
process. So the "T-Code" with
lighter-duty parts was used in
some cars. The later "A-Code"
version of the 429, equipped with
smog equipment and a new valve
train, appeared toward the end of
production.

1970 Chevy Chevelle LS6
When
GM
relaxed
its
longstanding rule forbidding
engines larger than 400 cubic
inches to be installed in midsize
cars, it set off muscle frenzy
across the company's divisions.
Oldsmobile put the huge 455cubic-inch into its 442, and
Chevy installed a unique 454cubic-inch V-8, the LS6, into its
Chevelle
SS.
A conservative estimate of the
LS6's power puts it at 450 hp and
500 lb-ft of torque. But thanks to
its high 11.25:1 compression
ratio and giant Holley 780 CFM
carb, the LS6's real output in the
Chevelle SS was closer to 500
hp, many experts claim. Our pals
at Car and Driver tested one in
1970 and found it hit 60 mph in
just 5.4 seconds, running through
the quarter-mile in 13.8 seconds.
And that was with the skinny
low-grip tires of the day; that
same car with modern rubber

would be much quicker. The LS6
carries the highest factory
horsepower rating of all muscle
cars.
Little-Known
Fact:
The
Chevrolet Corvette has always
been Chevy's top performance
car. And up until the LS6, GM
wouldn't allow any other Chevy
to carry a horsepower rating
higher than that of the Corvette.
But somehow that stance was
relaxed for 1970—the highest
horsepower engine you could get
in a 1970 Corvette was a 390-hp
LS5 454. An LS7 was planned
with 465 hp, but it was never
officially sold. So why no LS6?
An LS6 Corvette was offered for
1971, but its potency slipped (at
least officially) to 425 hp.
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Pontiac boss John Delorean didn't
like that idea. To him, no GTO
could have an engine that small.
Instead, the team built a car one
step up from the regular GTO.
Delorean himself named the car
after a popular skit on the TV
show Rowan and Martin's
Laugh-In. The Judge featured the
360-hp Ram Air III engine
standard, but buyers could also
opt for the more hardcore 370-hp
Ram Air IV. The rarest of all
were the GTO Judge Ram Air IV
convertibles—only five were
built
in
1969.
Little-Known Fact: The original
TV commercial for the Judge
featured the rock band Paul
Revere and the Raiders singing
about the GTO out on a dry
lakebed. According to the book
Pontiac Pizazz, by Jim Wangers
and Art Fitzpatrick, the lead
singer, Mark Lindsay, was a car
guy and loved the Judge, so he
wrote a song about it. Wangers
claims this commercial is
considered one of the earliest
rock-music videos.

1969 Pontiac GTO Judge
Pontiac owned the muscle scene
in the early 1960s. In fact, the
1964 Pontiac GTO is widely
regarded as the very first of the
breed. But by 1968, that car had
plenty of competition. The
thought within Pontiac was to
make a cheaper version of the
GTO with a smaller 350-cubicinch engine called the ET (for
"elapsed time") a drag-racing
term.

1969 COPO Camaro
Chevrolet's
Central
Office
Production
Order
(COPO)
system was designed for fleet
sales; it was intended to spec out

heavy-duty suspensions for cop
cars and stain-proof interiors for
taxicabs. But enterprising dealers
with the right connections, such
as
Yenko
Chevrolet
in
Pennsylvania, figured out that
Camaros could be ordered this
way, too. And given the right
order codes, the dealer could spec
out a fire-breathing monster of a
Camaro that Chevy didn't really
want you to own.

rated with just 5 more hp, it was
widely known that this race-spec
engine delivered more like 550
hp. Only 69 ZL-1 Camaros were
built, and these cars command
prices in the $400,000 range at an
auction
Little-Known
Fact:
The
aluminum ZL-1 427 V-8 in the
9560
COPO
Camaro
is
essentially a race engine. Chevy
originally developed this 427
motor for the Chaparral racing
team to use in the Can Am series.
There are no external emblems
on a ZL-1 Camaro that let you
know what's under the hood—
only
plain-vanilla
Camaro
badges.

1987 Buick GNX

The production order 9561
specified a 427 big-block V-8
rated at 425 hp—just like a Vette.
But the even rarer COPO 9560
called for an all-aluminum ZL-1
427 V-8. Though this engine was

Long after the big block V-8powered muscle cars of the 1960s
and 1970s went, Buick brought
back some of that magic in the
1980s. The Buick GNX, based on
the Grand National (which is
itself a hot-rod version of the
Regal coupe), was equipped with
a potent, turbocharged V-6. The
GNX package brought the Grand
National's horsepower from 245
up to 276. Car and Driver tested
one in 1987 and recorded a 0-to60-mph time of just 4.6 seconds,
making it one of the quickest cars
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on the market. Buick made only
547 of these black beasts. Many
were squirreled away into storage
as investments.
Little-Known Fact: Buick had
quite a few of these engines left
over when it stopped production
of the GNX—so Pontiac picked
up the turbo V-6s and put them in
the 1989 20th Anniversary Trans
Am. It was conservatively rated
at just 250 hp, but true GM
enthusiasts knew the potential
that lay under the hood of that
Trans Am.

RUMBLER MINISTRY
Story & Photos by Scott W. Block

While the creatures on earth were
totally unaware of this moment,
Divinity had arrived. Heaven was
opened and placed the most
precious being in a human womb.
In this moment, in this one
instant, the almighty made him
breakable. The one who had been
spirit now has become one who
can be wounded. The one who
was larger than the universe had
now become an embryo. The one
who gave birth to the world and
sustains and nourishes it, is now
one who was dependent upon a
young girl for sustenance and
nourishment.

Christmas Time
It all happened in just a
remarkable moment. As moments
go, that particular one appeared
no different than any of the
others. If somehow you could
pick it up and take a closer look
at it, perhaps with a microscope,
it would look exactly like all the
other moments that have passed
by while you were reading these
words. This moment just came
and went, unnoticeably. It was
just like one of the myriad of
moments that have already been
and those that will come.
But, this moment however, was
like no other. A very spectacular
thing occurred.
God became a human being.

Imagine that. In a moment, God
as a fetus. Something completely,
totally holy, sleeping in a womb.
The creator of life was now being
created. God was now given
eyebrows, arms, a gall bladder,
and opposable thumbs. He
stretched out and touched the
walls of his mother while floating
around in an amniotic sac. This
was no assembly line rolling off
parts being connected to a frame
bolt by bolt. This was life. This
was life for you and for me.
God came near. God came not as
a flash of light. Not as a king who
was unapproachable. But rather
God came as one whose cries
were heard by a peasant girl. The
hands that held him were not
manicured. They were dirty,
calloused, and stained from all
the hard work they endured in
such short years.
There was no hype, no party, and
no hoopla. Like the ten millionth
car that just rolled off the
assembly line, it was another
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statistic. Nothing to get too
excited about.
No one watched as Mary changed
God’s diaper. Stinky and dirty
just like the ones we wore. No
one marveled when the God of
the universe learned to walk.
Jesus probably had pimples.
Perhaps like me, after years of
noisy environments, he was tonedeaf. Perhaps a girl from down
the dusty road had a crush on
him. His knees may have been
bony and perhaps he was bowlegged. Nonetheless, he was
completely divine and completely
human.
He felt everything you and I feel.
He grew tired. He grew hungry.
He grew weak. He felt fear. He
was susceptible to temptation. He
got colds, burped, and had bad
body-odor. His feet got tired and
dirty. He had headaches. And his
feelings got hurt. For thirty-three
years he felt everything you and I
have felt.
Does this trouble you dear
reader? Sounds almost, well,
blasphemous doesn’t it? This is
something we don’t think of
when we think of Jesus. It makes
us uncomfortable. It is much
easier to keep Jesus away. To
keep humanity and divinity
separate. It is easier to keep
divinity out of humanity. We
must clean the manure from
around the manger. We need to
wipe the sweat off his brow. We
must look away and pretend that
he never snored, blew his nose,
or hit his thumb with a hammer.
Jesus is easier to take that way.

When God became incarnate,
God came near to us. We, you
and I, were given a full revelation
of the truth of God. When we
saw the truth of God, who is
Jesus Christ, and some of us
thought that God had not only
come close to us, but for some of
us, God had come too close!

look upon you in your moment
with favor and give you peace.
Merry Christmas
everyone!
Blessings to all of you.

There is something about us
keeping him as a divine being
that keeps him distant. We can
put up walls, keep him away, put
him in our pocket, and keep him
as something or someone who
does not know us. Keep him all
wrapped in a neat package, keep
him predictable. Keep him in
storage for the winter. Or keep
him hidden until you need him.
But Jesus wouldn’t have it that
way. He wants to be with us, with
you, with me. Let him be human.
Let him be like you, or better yet,
you are like him. Don’t keep him
at arm’s length. Let him get dirty
with you. Let him hang with you
when you drop in that new LS6.
Let him jump into the muck, the
mire, and grime with you. When
your hands are calloused, stained,
and dirty, you know God, and
God knows you. As you turn the
wrench, smash your hand against
the fan blade and get a cut and
then a scar, God did it too.
It all happened in a moment. In
one truly remarkable moment.
God became flesh for you.
In your moments, God jumps in
the grit and the grime with you.
That way you will find faith and
hope in your heart, even in the
midst of your troubles. May God
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Casino and Resort has sponsored
the Friday Muscle Car Show.
This year they are going ALL
OUT with a whole new schedule
of events like a Steak Fry midday and a BBQ Rib Feed in the
evening. They are also hosting a
$10,000. Poker Run, a FREE Slot
Tournament, $10.00 FREE Slot
Play, a Corvette Rally, Burnout
& Muffler Rapping competition
that
include
Free
Buffet
Vouchers.
I have attached the FRIDAY
ONLY SCHEDULE, the rest of
the weekend has not changed at
this time except for Pinky
Tuscarora’s
1956
Lincoln
Premier Convertible used in
Happy Days & Laverne &
Shirley will be on display in
Roosevelt Park.

DEVILS RUN SCHEDULE
FOR FRIDAY MAY 29TH,
2015 AT THE SPIRIT
LAKE CASINO & RESORT
Story & Photos by Stan Orness

Hello Everyone,
I have so many exciting things to
share with you about the
upcoming Devils Run "North
America's Hottest Car Show"
so please excuse me for my many
emails. In the past the Spirit Lake

Get registered now before Dec.
31st for the "Early Bird
Savings"
10:00 AM
Registration Begins for the
Spirit Lake Casino Muscle Car
Show and Corvette Rally in the
Ballrooms.
11:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Spirit Lake Casino Muscle Car
Show. Voting from 11:00 AM to
1:00 PM. Awards will be given
in three classes plus People’s
Choice Award. Muscle Car
Definition WILL be determined
by
MuscleCarClub.com
guidelines. The Casino will
provide 1 free t-shirt per
registered muscle car. Also, each
participant will receive a Steak
Dinner, serving thru out the
show.

Spirit Lake Casino Corvette
Rally. People’s Choice Awards
will be given for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place. The Casino will provide 1
free t-shirt per registered
corvette. Also, each participant
will receive a Steak Dinner,
serving thru out the show.
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
$10,000 Spirit Lake Casino
Poker Run. Participants will
pick up cards at the table games
area on the gaming floor. The
final TOP 5 will have a chance to
play Poker for the $10,000 cash
prize at 4:30 PM. (Must Have
Devils Run Wrist Bands!!)
5:00 PM till Done

Service. Must Have Devils Run
Wrist Bands!
Robi’s DYNO will be set up
from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM

There is nothing like being on the
ice. Sitting in quiet and solitude,
the quiet hum of the wind and
crunch from the nearby vehicle as
it drives across the ice. The
energy of people huddled in their
ice shanties and the thrill of catch
when a school of fish swims
below.

Story & Photos by Searle Swedlund

Burnout Competition. Awards
for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place to
follow.
Muffler Rap Competition.
Awards for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place in both straight pipe and
muffler class to follow.
Note: ALL Burnout/Muffler Rap
Participants WILL receive a
FREE Buffet Voucher, good thru
out the weekend. (If you enter
ALL 3ea. you will receive 3ea.
Vouchers!!)
5:00 PM to 8:00 PM
FREE! BBQ Rib Dinner for
ALL Devils Run Participants.
Must Have Devils Run Wrist
Bands!
FREE! Slot Tournament for
ALL Devils Run Participants.
Must Have Devils Run Wrist
Bands!
10:00 AM till Midnight
FREE! $10.00 Slot Play
redeemable
at
Customer
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for hours staring down a hole in
the ice. And I suppose if I hadn’t
grown up with this ritual, I would
find it amusing as well. As I get
older, I look forward to this
season all the more.

As the temps dip down and
winter shows its face, I’m faced
with the dilemma of dread versus
excitement. On one hand I love
to live in a place with so many
seasons. On the other hand, the
extremes of these seasons may
one day be the death of me. Yet
with the cold comes my favorite
season - ice fishing.
Working in tourism, it’s fun to
attempt to explain to folks that
we walk out on these frozen lakes
with ice augers and sit contently

The sport has changed a bit from
my beginning memories. I don’t
recall big box stores selling ice
shacks. If you wanted to get out
of the cold, you had to build one
yourself. Ice rods were a
combination of stick and line
wrapped around something. And
tackle came in two varieties,
hooks that were big or small.
The technology may put some
out, but it makes the sport so
much
more
engaging.
I
purchased my first electronic
flasher last winter - a Vexilar.
Borrowing one from a friend a
few years back, I was skeptical.
It didn’t seem logical that I could
look at that flashing screen and
see fish. Now, I can’t imagine a
trip without it. Even on slow days
you feel validated when nothing
is biting by the activity of your
flasher.
In North Dakota we are blessed
to have a bounty of great big and
local lakes to enjoy. I would
encourage you to strike out and
learn about the 21 local lakes
around Jamestown by going to
FishJamestownND.com.
The

North Dakota Game and Fish
Department provides a stellar
amount of information on their
website to assist anglers with the
knowledge of every stocked body
of water in the state. And with
tools like Google Earth and
Navionics, we can scout lakes
without having to leave the
warmth of our living room couch.
Ice Fishing Season is upon us.
Get out there and enjoy it!

Seafeldt was hired by the
Jamestown Regional Airport
Authority in September to
replace former airport Manager
Matthew Leitner, who accepted a
job managing three airports in
northern California. Seafeldt is
married and has two children,
ages 4 and 11 months. He has
two bachelor’s degrees — one in
aviation and the other in air
traffic control — from the
University of North Dakota, and
he was a flight instructor for six
years at UND before accepting
the airport manager position in
Jamestown.
Seafeldt said after he got married
in 2010 and he and his wife
started their family, he started
thinking about his career. He
became a pilot when he was 17
and had planned to continue his
career as a flight instructor and in
flying airplanes.

NEW JRA MANAGER HAS
BACKGROUND IN
FLIGHT INSTRUCTION
Story & Photos by Chris Olson (Jamestown
Sun)

Samuel Seafeldt has been on the
job as the new airport manager at
Jamestown Regional Airport for
a little more than a month.

“The type of career I originally
wanted (being a commercial
pilot) didn’t seem like a good
mix (with family),” he said. “I
wanted to have a more stable job
and career.”
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When the JRA airport manager
job was posted, Seafeldt said he
knew this was the job he wanted.
The couple wanted to stay in
North Dakota because they liked
the people around Grand Forks
and the openness of the North
Dakota country.
Seafeldt was born and raised in
Auburn, Wash., a city near
Seattle. He got his first taste of
aviation while in a dual
enrollment program with Green
River Community College and
his high school. He graduated
with a high school diploma and
an associate’s degree in general
studies from Green River
Community College. One of the
classes he took at Green River
Community College was in
aviation.
“I took the ground school course
and then started flying on the
side,” he said. “I got my pilot
license and I decided I wanted to
be in aviation for a living.”

Seafeldt said he had looked at
becoming an airport manager and
felt he was qualified for the job.
The problem he was running into
was there were no airport
manager jobs available in North
Dakota.

Seafeldt said he likes what he
sees at Jamestown Regional
Airport. He said having projects
like the almost completed new Thangar building at the airport
shows the Airport Authority is
interested in maintaining and
improving the airport. One thing
Seafeldt would like to see is at
least one private flight instructor
operating out of the airport.

“The other airport manager jobs
we could find were on the East
Coast or in Texas,” he said. “We
didn’t want to make that kind of
move.”

Seafeldt said his first experience
at Jamestown Regional Airport
was when he and a student flew
into the airport from Grand Forks
a few years ago.
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“We pretty much just used the
airport and left,” he said “I
remembered seeing the city off in
the distance as we took off, but
we didn’t actually come into
town.”

THE 10 MOST
UNDERRATED MUSCLE
CARS
Story & Photos by Chris Perkins (Jalopnik
Magazine)

Jamestown turned out to be
bigger than he thought it would
be, but isn’t too big.
“I definitely like the small-town
atmosphere,” he said. “I can tell
that everyone is excited about all
the opportunities that are taking
place with growth out by
Spiritwood and the direction the
city is going.”
Since moving to Jamestown in
October, Seafeldt said the
Jamestown community has made
him and his family feel welcome.
“We’ve received such a warm
welcome,” he said. “The staff at
the airport, they’ve been put
under a bigger workload training
a new manager. I can’t thank
them enough.”
Seafeldt said he would also like
to thank his wife and family for
uprooting their lives and moving
to Jamestown.

For every Chevelle SS, Road
Runner, and GT500KR there's a
host of other muscle cars that
don't get their fair share of the
spotlight. Let's take a moment to
appreciate ten that don't get their
due often enough.

Ok, so the British Interceptor was
marketed as a GT car, but if it
isn't a muscle car in spirit then I
don't know what is. Its
Carrozzeria Touring design looks
like an Italian AMC, and you
could have one with a 440 cid
Chrysler V8 and a TorqueFlite
automatic. Muscle car, indeed.

10.) AMC Rebel Machine

7.) GMC Syclone

It's a car called "The Machine"
with a red, white, and blue paint
job and a 390 cid V8 that made
340 HP. What's not to love?

In a Car & Driver test, this pickup truck was recorded as being
faster than a Ferrari 348ts. Right,
so for $26k in 1991 you could
buy a pickup truck that could
outrun a Ferrari.

9.) Ford Torino GT

“I couldn’t have done this
without my family,” he said.

These mid-sized coupes were
surprisingly fast, especially when
equipped with the 429 Cobra Jet
motor.
8.) Jensen Interceptor
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300 were sold only in Mexico.
There are only a handful of
pictures of the car, all found right
here. They were Brazilian-made
Ford Mavericks with 302ci V8s,
and some extra Shelby bits.
6.) AMC Gremlin Randall 401XR

4.) Studebaker Super Lark

The 340 Demon and its Plymouth
Duster brother were not the most
powerful muscle cars of their
time, but their relative light
weight could give the big boys a
serious run for their money.
1.) Buick GS 455 Stage I

Ah, the much maligned Gremlin:
an economy car designed on a
barf bag. They were kind of
terrible, but when you dropped a
401 cid V8 in them and gave
them to Randall Engineering,
magic happened. You got a car
that could run high thirteens in
the 1/4 mile for just $2995 back
in 1972.
5.) Shelby Maverick

Supercharged 302 V8 that made
335 HP and 320 ft. /lbs. of torque
put in a car that only weighed
3,000 lbs. in the R3 version? Sign
me up. This was one of the first
true muscle cars, coming out
right around the same time as the
much heralded GTO.
3.) Mercury Cyclone

There's no love lost for the Ford
Fairlane, but we can't forget
about its interestingly styled
brother, the Cyclone. Car &
Driver tested a Cobra Jet 428
equipped Cyclone in 1969 and it
took a brief 5.5 seconds to hit 60.
2.) Dodge
Duster

Here's one that's exceedingly rare
– the Shelby Maverick, of which

Demon/Plymouth

510 lb/ft. of torque. I repeat, 510
lb/ft. of torque. That's all you
need to know.

November 20th with a nice get
together and prime rib dinner.
Then, to start off Thanksgiving,
we had a full evening of
merriment and comradery with a
full house on Nov. 26th; serving
up free Tom & Jerry’s and
appetizers until we ran out. Then
to top Thanksgiving week off
free elk chili was served before
and after the Holiday Dazzle
Parade on Friday, Nov.28th, as
we kept the doors open until
midnight. Tis' the season!

JAMESTOWN ELKS #995
CLUB NEWS
Story & Photos by Craig Gaier (Exalted
Ruler)

Been busy, busy, and busy at the
Jamestown Elks Lodge lately
with plenty going on. First, our
annual Veterans Day observance
on Nov.11th had a large turn out
with appearances by the local
Drum & Bugle Corps. And
special speaker/guest Col. Leo
Ryan of the ND Army National
Guard. All the Vets had a great
time and great food thanks to
another Vet Joe Larson. Next was
our annual visitation from our
State Elks District Deputy, Laurie
Novak from Devils Lake; held

"Coming up for December
Dates" are: We have Lodge
meetings the 1st and 15th.
December 7th will be our annual
Memorial Service Day; to honor
the past years fallen members.
This will be at the local Lodge at
2:00pm. The Elkettes meet the
10th of the month and will have
their annual Christmas party.
Wine tasting nights will be Dec.
4th and 18th (for $10.00 sample 3
selections and receive a glass of
the one you liked best-starts at
5:30pm). The Elks supports
"Clown for a Night", going on at
the Jamestown Civic Center on
Saturday, Dec. 6th. The PERS
will meet on Dec.18th. We'll be
open Christmas Eve Day from
noon to four pm and closed
Christmas Day. Then watch out,
our biggest day of the year, New
Year’s Day-January 1st!!! We'll
see you there at 324 2nd Ave SW
in Jamestown.
WATCH
FOR
SPECIAL
FOOTBALL
SATURDAYS
COMING UP DURING THE
NDSU BISON PLAY-OFFS
DURING THE MONTH, with
free appetizers and drink specials.
The Lodge Clubroom/Tavern is
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open to "everyone" (nonmembers welcome) Monday
through Friday from late
afternoons until the patrons leave
in the evening. So come on
down and check us out and if you
like what you see and what we
do, we're always seeking new
membership (no strings attached
and low cost dues).
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DODGE CHALLENGER
SRT WITH HELLCAT
HEMI WILL MAKE 600+
HORSEPOWER
Story & Photos by Chris Perkins (Jalopnik
Magazine)

The upcoming Challenger SRT
with the Hellcat Hemi will make
nineteen hundred horsepower,
official reports confirm. No wait,
that's
not
right.
Fourteen
thousand horsepower. No, wait.
600+ horsepower. Close enough.
The supercharged 6.2 liter V8 has
been hotly anticipated for a
number of months now. It's the
most powerful V8 Chrysler has
ever made, they claim. I'm sure
there are some muscle car nuts
out there who can debunk what
that means versus the classic
drag-spec Hemis of the 1960s.
I will say the new Hellcat logo
looks righteous.

Running this thing to redline
must feel insane.

Amazingly, Chrysler will be
offering this engine not just with
their newly-supplied eight speed,
but with a six speed manual. God
bless them. Honestly, driving that
much horsepower with a third
pedal is something everyone
should do.

If you're wondering what that
much horsepower feels like in a
two-door pony car package, just
ask Ford.

Take a look at that motor. Man,
that's a lot of motor.

It does fill me with warm fuzzies
to see a company selling such a
massive supercharged motor.

The Chally face looks wonderful,
too.
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displays and contestants. Entry
fee is $25 and includes show
passes and eats for two, as well
as a picture plaque of your entry.
Watch
for
a
full
page
advertisement in the Rumbler for
all the information as it's
confirmed. This is the first Big
Car Show of the year in North
Dakota, weather permitting. We
will have some Specialty Auto's
as well as some Special things for
spectators to enjoy along with the
cars, trucks and motorcycles.
The Club will hold its annual
Christmas Party December 9th
and by the time you read this it
will probably be too late to come.

JAMESTOWN CLASSIC
CAR CLUB NEWS
Story &
(President)

Photos

by

Craig

Gaier

The Club has been busy planning
our "Winter Wheels Car Show".
This will take place Saturday,
January 31st, with Friday being
set-up day for all promotions,

Election of Officers will be
coming up, so all you members
who want a voice in who's doing
what, make sure you come to the
meetings. Watch the Jamestown
Sun for the next meeting time
and place, as weather, etc., could
change things. As of now it is set
to be Tuesday, Dec.23rd at
7:00pm at the Jamestown
Vocational Center. Any questions
call President Jack Meikle at 2524246, vice president Craig Gaier
at 269-8150 or Secretary Judy
Dauer at 952-5555.

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY
1970 CHRYSLER
NEWPORT
Story & Photos by Al Johnson Brian &
Earnest (Old Cars Weekly)

I own a 1970 Chrysler Newport
two-door hardtop. When it rolled
off the car hauler seven years ago
at my home outside Minot, N.D.,
the numbers “00137” were
showing on its odometer. Since
becoming wrapped up in old cars
and pickups, my goal was to
someday own one like the
one my mother drove back in
1970. Finding the same year and
model as hers as well as the same
nylon fabric interior — I had to
have it. With so few miles
registered since new there also
had to be a story. And, there is.
My Chrysler was ordered by
Reed Motors in Bellefonte, Pa.
Upon delivery, the transport
driver managed to do minor
damage to the driver’s side
unloading it. The customer now
did not want the car. Reed
Motors in return refused to take
delivery, and Chrysler didn’t
want the expense of taking it
back. So, Chrysler did the nextbest thing, it donated the car to
the Centre County Vocational
Technical School near Bellefonte
for use in their automotive
studies. The VIN plate was

removed as required by the
Chrysler Corp. so the school
would not sell the car or get any
warranty work done on it. At this
point, there were 7 miles showing
on the odometer.

In 1975, the school was given
another car, so the Chrysler was
put in storage. It sat relatively
untouched until 1994, when the
school applied for and was given
a Pennsylvania issued VIN and
title so it could sell the car. It was
first registered to a gentleman in
Spring Mills, Pa. He had bought
the car intending to repair the
minor damage done at the
dealership
in
1970
and
have himself a very nice, lowmileage driver. He never quite
got around to doing the work
needed, and in 1998 sold the car
to a collector in Acton, Ma.
It was trailered to his shop and
parked with 10 miles on the
odometer. Kept in covered
storage until 2005, it was given a
complete service and check-up to
be sure that everything was in
working order. With the Chrysler
safe and road worthy, it was
taken to a body man who stripped
the car, replaced the driver’s
door, and repaired the other
minimal damage. The entire car
was then re-painted the original
color so all panels would match
before it was reassembled. The
car was driven sparingly, and in

2008 was put back on the market.
I was still looking.
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It still smells new inside. Driving
it takes me back to my much
younger days. I only wish my
parents were still alive so they
could enjoy it with me.

In 1970, my parents bought a
new Chrysler Newport. It was my
mother¹s car. It was also the car
in which I learned to drive and
used for my driver¹s test. I had a
great fondness for Mom’s
Newport and longed for the day
when I might convince my folks
to let me have it. In 1973, they
sold it to a business friend of my
father’s. I kept track of it so that I
might buy it back some day.
In 1983, the car was sold again to
a gentleman in my hometown. I
contacted him and offered to buy
the car when he no longer wanted
it. A few months later he was in a
nasty accident that totaled the
Chrysler, and the car went to the
scrapyard.
At that point I started a long,
slow search for a replacement. It
may have taken 25 years for the
stars to align, but it was well
worth the wait. I bought this car
out of Pennsylvania and had a
transport deliver it to my home in
North Dakota. When I drove it
into the garage it had only 137
miles on it, and I had a smile on
my face.
It is quite a time capsule!
Everything about it is still fresh.

The color is Citron Gold
Metallic. Mother’s was Burgundy
Metallic. Both were built as 1970
Chrysler Newport’s in the base
model two-door hardtop. Hers
had the light group, AM stereo 8track, remote driver’s mirror, and
cruise control. Mine has the light
group, vinyl roof, remote driver’s
mirror, AM-FM radio, and air
conditioning. These Newport’s
had the Chrysler 383 engines,
TorqueFlite transmissions, and
weighed right at 4,200 lbs. Even
with their weight and size, they
were not sluggish cars. ŠThings
we never told our mothers.
I have often wondered: If I had
been fortunate enough to have
acquired the family’s Newport,
would it still be as nice as it was
back then? Maybe, but not likely.

Would it be as nice as the one I
have now? Not likely. And, as it
sits in my shop covered for the
winter, 00675 is its mileage since
new.

custom-built trailer and towed by
my 1970 Dodge D-100 pickup
like the one my dad drove.

LEGENDARY DRIVER,
CREW CHIEF,
INNOVATOR DALE
ARMSTRONG PASSES
AWAY
Story & Photos by (NHRA.com)

For certain I know what
happened to two of the 10,292
Newport’s built for 1970. Even
though Chrysler was doing well,
1970 was the last year for the
Newport convertible and the
Newport station wagons. The
wagons continued on as the
Town and Country and in later
years that name was used for
the minivan.

I enjoy owning this piece of time
machinery and regret having put
so many miles on it. When it
goes to distant shows it goes on a
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Although he was best known as
crew chief to Kenny Bernstein
when the Texan won five of his
six
NHRA
championships,
Armstrong was much, much
more. In fact, he already had
completed one successful career
before he and Bernstein joined
forces in 1982.
Born in Holden, Alberta, Canada,
Armstrong
developed
his
mechanical skills modifying hot
rods in his family’s garage. He
started racing in 1957 and, in
1965, moved to Southern
California because it provided
him an opportunity to race his
Chevy II up to five days a week.
His driving career took off in the
mid-1970s with the debut of the
NHRA’s Pro Comp category in
which fuel altered, Funny Cars
and dragsters raced against one
another in a heads-up format.
Armstrong won NHRA Pro
Comp events in four distinctly
different vehicles – a BB/Funny
Car, an A/Fuel Dragster, a
AA/Fuel Altered and a Top
Alcohol Dragster which, at the
time, was designated AA/DA. It
was from that “AA” designation
that Armstrong’s “Double-A
Dale” nickname was derived.

Dale Armstrong, whose talents as
a driver, tuner, fabricator and
innovator rivaled those of drag
racing legend “Big Daddy” Don
Garlits, died Friday at his home
in Temecula, Calif., with his
wife, Susie, and their menagerie
of rescued dogs and cats by his
side. He was 73.

Not surprisingly, Armstrong
excelled in the sport’s biggest
race, the Labor Day U.S.
Nationals at Indianapolis, in
which he won Pro Comp in 1974
(in an altered), 1975 (in Jim
Foust’s “Alcoholic” Funny Car)
and 1977 (in a Top Alcohol
Dragster). He followed up his
1975
NHRA
World
Championship by winning seven

of nine IHRA tour events and
that organization’s series title a
year later.
After moving up to the nitro
Funny Car class and despite
racing on a tight budget,
Armstrong went to three final
rounds and, in his final
appearance as a driver (Oct. 18,
1981), lowered the NHRA
national record to 5.89 seconds
after qualifying No. 1 for the
season-ending Winston World
Finals in Irvine, Calif.

career moment came on March
20, 1992 at Gainesville, Fla.,
where Bernstein became the first
driver in history to break the 300mph barrier.

After
leaving
Bernstein’s
Budweiser
King
Team,
Armstrong was crew chief to
Larry Dixon at Don Prudhomme
Racing, Inc., and, while there,
directed the three-time world
champion to the first sub-4.50
time in the history of quarter mile
racing.
Armstrong won championships first as a Pro
Comp driver in 1975, and in 1977 he won the
prestigious Grace Cup as the highest-pointsearning Sportsman racer.

(Above) Armstrong, left, is best remembered
for his work as the innovative crew chief for
Kenny Bernstein. Together they won 48
national
events,
five
NHRA
world
championships and, in 1992 (below) broke the
300-mph barrier in Gainesville.

As Bernstein’s crew chief, he
won four straight NHRA Funny
Car titles (1985-1988) before
adding a Top Fuel championship
in 1996. Nevertheless, his biggest

Inducted into the Canadian
Motorsports Hall of Fame in
1995, the International Drag
Racing Hall of Fame in 2008 and
the Motorsports Hall of Fame of
America in 2010, he was No. 10
on the list of the top drivers in
NHRA’s first 50 seasons and was
an 11-time member of the old
Car Craft Magazine All-Star
Team.
Despite his driving and tuning
prowess, Armstrong’s genius lay
in his innovative skills. With
Tony and Lanny Miglizzi of L&T
clutches, he developed the first
multi-stage clutch. With Ron
Armstrong (no relation), he
refined data acquisition with their
work on the RacePak computer
which became the standard for
the sport.
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He was among the first to utilize
the wind tunnel for straight line
applications and his race car
designs were legend. The most
controversial
of
his
configurations was Bernstein’s
“Batmobile” Buick Reatta Funny
Car that broke all the barriers in
1987, leading to a plethora of
NHRA rules changes.
Nevertheless, some of his most
creative projects were snuffed out
before they were even tested,
mostly because of expense.
Among them was a two-speed
supercharger and a three-plugsper-cylinder head design.
After
leaving
the
sport,
Armstrong remained active as a
consultant, most recently to John
Force Racing, Inc., although his
principal interest was in restoring
classic vehicles and race cars.
The attention to detail and
meticulous craftsmanship that
had made him a racing champion
also made him one of the nation’s
top restoration professionals. In
fact, he had several projects in
development when he lost his
battle with complications from
sarcoidosis.
If he hadn’t been a drag racer,
Armstrong told his wife he
might’ve played steel guitar in a
country music band, a dream that
now
will
go
unfulfilled.
However, one can only imagine
what the steel guitar might have
become in the hands of “DoubleA Dale.”
Armstrong is survived by his
wife, Susan Arnold, herself an
award-winning public relations

professional; daughter Tracy
Walsh; son Brad Armstrong;
sister
Phyllis
Fabian;
grandchildren Conor Walsh,
Morgan
Walsh,
Peyton
Armstrong, Dale Armstrong, and
Sady Keenum; and great
granddaughter Tinleigh Keenum.

longer did she need to take me to
work when she needed/wanted
the car. Both of our kids have
fond memories of riding in the
car — and my wife loved it.
In late ’68 my youngest brother
— who had just turned 16 —
begged her to sell the car to him.
She wasn’t too keen on selling it,
but I told her I’d order a brand
new ’69 Corvair spec’d any way
she wanted it. She agreed and I
ordered the ’69. As a replacement
for the ’65, the ’69 was a dismal
failure and after a few months
she vowed never to drive the ’69
again — that’s another story.

What followed was an eight-year
resto-mod project. Phase 1 of the
project is complete (is any such
project ever finished?). The car
was put on a rotisserie and my
wife helped with the work —
removing
all
the
old
undercoating, and sealing the
seams after media blasting and
painting.

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY
1965 CORVAIR RESTOMOD
Story & Photos by Dave Keillor & Brian
Earnest (Old Cars Weekly)

I bought a 1965 Corvair Monza
for my wife back in early 1967.
She was a stay-at-home mom and
this was our first “second” car.
For her and our two kids, this
was a freedom machine. No
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After 36 years, in late 2004, my
brother sold his house and was
moving to a new one with a lot
less storage space. He told my
wife she could buy her car back
— and a week later we were on
our way to his house with a car
dolly.

My brother drove the ’65 for a
couple of years, and then moved
up to a Z28. But he stored the ’65
Corvair — first in our parents’
garage, then at his own place.
After my wife vowed never to
drive the ’69 again, she told my
brother that if he ever sold the
‘65, she wanted first chance.

The car has a little over 6,000
miles since coming down from
the jack stands in July of 2012.
We’ve done two multi-day road
trips — plus several day trips on
the winding roads of southeast
Minnesota
and
western
Wisconsin. The car has met the
goals in every respect, and is a
fantastic two-lane road-tripper,
and draws a lot of attention.

1939 GM FUTURLINER
EARNS HISTORIC
VEHICLE HONORS
Story & Photos by Raustin (Old Cars Weekly
Magazine)

An interesting side story is that
my wife tripped over the handle
of my floor jack the night before
we were going to leave for the
national Corvair convention in
Kalamazoo, Mich., and fractured
her shoulder. No convention. But
she has healed nicely.

AUBURN, Ind. – A 1939 GM
Futurliner owned by the National
Auto & Truck Museum is joining
the new National Historic
Vehicle Register.
The giant, bus-like vehicle
already is in the nation’s capital
awaiting its appearance at the
Washington Auto Show, Jan. 23 Feb. 1. Later, it will take part
with other vehicles on the register
in a Cars at the Capital display
May 3 and 4, 2015, on the
National Mall in Washington,
D.C. When its D.C. tour is
through, the vehicle will return
home next spring for its first
display inside the Auburn
museum.
Until
a
recent
remodeling, the Futurliner was
too big to fit through the
museum’s doors.
Car collector Joe Bortz of
Chicago donated the Futurliner to
the museum in 1992. In 1998, a
group of volunteers from
Michigan began a seven-year
effort to restore the vehicle.
In return for their work, the
museum allows the volunteers to
exhibit the Futurliner at car
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shows across the nation in warmweather months. Until now, the
Futurliner has taken up residence
for the winters in museums
across the region.
General Motors built the
museum’s Futurliner and 11
more like it for touring exhibits.
They traveled the nation in a
caravan during 1940 and again
from 1953-56, carrying displays
of futuristic marvels such as
microwave
ovens
and
stereophonic sound.
Each Futurliner is 33 feet long, 8
feet wide, more than 11 feet tall
and weighs more than 12 tons.
Only nine Futurliners remain, and
five are reported to be in total
disrepair. The Auburn museum’s
No. 10 Futurliner has been on
public display more than any of
the others.
Only a few vehicles have been
selected for the new National
Historic Vehicle Register since a
January announcement of a 1964
Shelby Cobra Daytona Coupe as
the first choice. Since then,
publicly announced selections
include a 1947 Tucker “48”
prototype, a 1964 Meyers Manx
dune buggy, and a 1938 Maserati
8TCF “Boyle Special” that won
the 1939 and 1940 Indianapolis
500 races.
The Historic Vehicle Association
created the register in a project
with the U.S. Department of the
Interior. A vehicle chosen for the
register must meet at least one of
four standards:









ties to an important
event in automotive or
American history;
ties to significant people
in
automotive
or
American history;
distinctive
design,
engineering,
craftsmanship
or
aesthetic value; or
A vehicle that was the
first or last of its type
produced, has rarity as a
survivor of its type, or is
among the most wellpreserved or thoughtfully
restored
surviving
examples.

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY
1957 CHEVROLET
CUSTOM
Story & Photos by Brian Earnest (Old Cars
Weekly)

Story and photos by Brian Earnest

Ray Hott’s automotive collecting
interests range far and wide.
Hott’s amazing fleet, which he
keeps in a 24,000-square-foot
facility in DeKalb, Ill., runs the
gamut from Model T’s and
Model A’s, to micro cars, to early
Corvettes and Thunderbirds, to
American muscle, and modern
American
hi-performance
machines. He’s got a row of
gorgeous Harley-Davidsons lined
up along one wall, and there’s
even a boat and tractor or two.
Hott’s collection consists of 80 to
100 cars — it sort of depends on
who’s counting (you get the
impression from Hott that he may
be sandbagging the actual
number). But the fleet only
includes one full-blown custom,
and the affable Hott made sure to
make it a good one. With the help
of RPM Restorations, a local
shop in DeKalb that has restored
several dozen of his machines,
Hott put together a wicked cool
1957 Chevrolet custom that
would be a standout in almost
any collection.
Ironically, when selecting a
candidate for his super-hot rod,
Hott chose a car that typically
wouldn’t have stood out from the
crowd. Sure, 1957 Chevrolet
two-door sedans are popular cars,
but “post” cars don’t typically get
the same love and attention that
their hardtop, convertible and
even station wagon siblings often
receive.
But Hott already had the car
before he had any great plans
for a hot rod, so he decided to go
“all in” with what he had. “Most
of the stuff I have is original, and
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when we started on this car I just
wanted everything [restored]
exactly like it was,” he said. “But
we looked at the car and what it
is — and it’s a post car, which
isn’t the most desirable of the
‘57s. I just thought, ‘What can
we do to make this car really
special? And this is what we
came up with [laughs].”

What they ended up with is a
mesmerizing,
red/orangemetallic, chrome-drenched, 396powered Tri-Chevy show car that
will eventually get to spend
plenty of time on the street. RPM
and Hott plan to show off the car
for a few months while it is still
brand new, but after that it will
be heading everywhere under its
own power. “I tell Rich
[Newtson, owner of RPM] I’m
going to take it Baha-ing,” Hott
laughs. “I absolutely am going to
drive that car. We’re going to
take it to a bunch of shows this
winter. After that it’s going to get
driven.”

Newtson admits it was hard to
imagine the finished product
when RPM first started working
on the car. And they didn’t have
much to work on, other than a
reasonably solid frame and body
shell. There was no drivetrain,
interior, wiring, steering or
brakes. Once Hott gave them the
thumbs-up to proceed, though,
the creative juices started
flowing.

“So we started from the
beginning,
doing
all
the
bodywork, and all the fabricating
under the hood, and did the
frame, put all modern suspension
on it, fuel injection, modern disc
brakes… We just started opening
catalogs and buying stuff and we

went to town on her,” Newtson
said.
The 396 V-8 came from “like a
’70 Chevelle, I think,” Newtson
said. “Ray had it sitting around,
so that’s why we used it.” It was
paired to a 700 R4 overdrive
transmission and equipped with
direct fuel injection. “It has
power steering with the rack on
it. We made our own four-link
suspension in the back and it has
a
[Heidt’s]
Superide
II
suspension in the front. We cut
and shortened the rear end but its
stock … We smoothed out the
whole frame, cut a whole bunch
of brackets off, added some
stiffeners to it … We totally
smoothed it out. Then we wet
sanded and buffed the frame. The
quality of the paint job on the
fame is just the same as the rest
of the car. It’s crazy, but that’s
what he wanted done.”
The car will have mirrors under it
at shows to spotlight all the care
that was taken underneath. Both
owner and builder said they were
as
proud
of
the
car’s
undercarriage as they were
anything else. “The bottom of the
car we painted a different color to
accent it,” Newtson pointed out.
“That way when we go to World
of Wheels and stuff us can put it
up on the stands and people can
see all the work we did to the
frame. It won’t get lost in all the
orange on the bottom. That’s why
we painted it that charcoal.”
Added Hott: “It kind of kept
evolving and we did a lot of
things not really necessary, like
we boxed the frame … and the
underside of that car is as perfect
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as the top side. It’s hard to find a
flaw in it.”

Under the hood, the fancy
Chevrolet has plenty of extra
fabrication and custom touches to
hide some of the mechanicals.
Inside the cabin is a custom,
plush, ultra-clean tan leather
interior that’s classy and cool.
“Ray picked out the colors,”
Newtson said. “And it did have
high-backs [seats] and he didn’t
like that so we cut them down
and made them a little shorter…
The dash is still all stock, but Ray
wanted it wrapped in leather. The
gauges, Brandon [Wagner, the
shop’s primary painter and
Newtson’s son-in-law] found
them somewhere on the Internet.
They just looked cool.”
The biggest eye-grabbers, of
course, are the wheels and paint.
The deep-dish, all-chrome 18inch hoops leave no doubt that
the car is not your typical TriChevy, and the metallic paint —

it’s not burnt orange, but it’s in
the neighborhood — is a one-off
color the shop mixed up itself.

didn’t add a custom car to his
fantastic array of stock machines
just to look at it.
“There’s nothing that can’t be
driven,” he says. “If you can’t
drive them, why have they?”

PETER MAX’S 36
VINTAGE CORVETTES:
The Full Story.
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spent a truckload of money on 36
vintage Corvettes. The cars were
given away in a telephone
sweepstakes the next year, and
one winner walked off with the
complete set.
The contest was the brainchild of
freelance TV producer Jim
Cahill. VH1 charged him with
the task of raising the network's
national profile and attracting the
then-vibrant
baby-boomer
demographic. He came up with
the idea — give away one car
from every year of the Corvette's
three-and-a-half-decade history
— while sitting on the freeway in
Los Angeles.

Story & Pictures by Tony Senicola/NYT/Jim
Cahill/Digital Corvette/Jenna Stern
(Jalopnik)

“They’re Chip Foose wheels,”
Newtson said. “We had to special
order them because we wanted
them chromed. We didn’t want
anything that looked like billet. I
wasn’t sure about them at first. I
kind of got talked into them!” By
the time the dust had settled,
RPM had sent 200-plus pieces
out to be chromed.
Hott is going to enjoy showing
the car now while it’s still in
perfect condition, but he’s not
planning to keep it that way. He’s
meticulous about the way he has
his cars built and restored, but he

In 1989, VH1 gave away 36
vintage Corvettes in a contest.
The winner sold those cars to
artist Peter Max, who let them rot
in a Brooklyn parking garage for
twenty years. The cars recently
disappeared. This is their story.
Thanks to the smart work of
Daniel McDermon over at the
New York Times, we're finally
piecing together a story that we
had heard snippets of for years
but never nailed down.
In 1988, VH1 was struggling for
ratings. As part of a publicity
stunt, the music video network

What followed was a buying
spree of epic proportions. Over
the course of several months in
1988, Cahill spent $610,000 —
roughly $1.1 million when
adjusted for inflation — of VH1's
money on what must have
seemed like the automotive
purchasing orgy of a lifetime.
According to a period article in
Vette magazine, the 36 cars that
he bought were "drivers," not
"Bloomington cars." Fourteen
were convertibles, and 25 of the
36
contained
automatic
transmissions (eww). Cahill
shepherded the cars from
commercial shoot to commercial
shoot, kept them fastidiously
clean, and generally went to town
with the whole mess. He also did
what any of us would do — he
drove one home each night for 36

nights. (He has since noted that,
although some of the cars were
healthy and drove well, many of
them were nightmarishly bad.)
To facilitate the contest and help
recoup some of the investment,
VH1 set up a 900 number that
charged two dollars per call.
Prospective entrants called the
number to register, and AT&T
gave the network $1.49 from
every call. 190,000 people called
in the first day, 1.3 million
registered in total, and VH1 made
its money back in less than two
weeks. Amazingly, the contest
was won by Dennis Amadeo, a
carpenter from Long Island who
entered only once. He flew to
California and was given the
five-pound bag of keys by exBeach Boy Mike Love in a
ceremony in Culver City.

gained fame for his "Cosmic
'60s" style and use of vibrant
color, and while he has painted
everything from a Boeing 777 to
Dale
Earnhardt's
NASCAR
Monte Carlo, he isn't the type of
celebrity to have a Lenoesque
garage full of automotive
weirdness.

This is where it gets weird.

Nevertheless, he bought the cars
from Amadeo. As he tells it, he
found out about the collection
through a friend, fell asleep
shortly after, and had a dream
that included cheerleaders, the 36
'vettes, and a stadium full of
people yelling "They're Peter
Max's cars!" Naturally, when he
woke up, he got out his wallet.
(We make our spontaneous,
million-dollar decisions based on
REM
sleep,
too.
Doesn't
everybody?)
Max contacted Amadeo, made a
deal — $250,000 cash plus
$250,000 in artwork and a
portion of the proceeds should
the cars be sold again — and,
despite a few reservations, had
the Corvettes shipped to New
York. Cahill facilitated the
preparation and handover of all
36 cars, ensuring that they were

Enter Peter Max. Max, a
Manhattan-dwelling
American
graphic artist responsible for a
large part of the 1960s
psychedelic design movement,
was, and is not, a car guy. He
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both clean and drivable when
they were put on the truck.
This is where it starts to get
depressing: Because Max was
then involved in a number of
different projects (not the least of
which was an IRS investigation);
the Corvettes sat, were moved,
and then sat again. They
eventually ended up in the
basement
of
a
Brooklyn
apartment building that had once
been a New York Daily News
printing plant. They sat there,
gathering dust, for years.

It would not be an exaggeration
to say that Max's cars were left to
rot, nor that he essentially
abandoned them. They remained
largely hidden until May of 2005,
when a New York magazine
writer discovered them and wrote
a column. A member of the
enthusiast
forum
Digital
Corvettes read the column, got
interested, and went to take a
look. When he posted pictures,
the Internet went nuts.
The people who lived in the
'vettes' apartment building soon
complained,
bitching
and
moaning because their valuable
Big Apple parking spaces were
being taken up by a celebrity's
fiberglass junkyard. A handful of
Digital
Corvettes
members,
including site owner Patrick
Gramm, went to New York to
find the cars, take a quasi-legal
look, and get some questions
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answered. (Big-block cars? Rare
options? A '53?) Countless
people wrote emails and forum
posts, offering to maintain the
cars for free just so they wouldn't
rot away. No one listened, Max
remained mum, and nothing
happened until a few weeks ago,
when the cars disappeared.
That, too, prompted an uprising.
The
collection
was
so
provocative that the New York
Times ran a story and several
blog posts on it, even going so far
as to get David Burroughs, the
CEO of Bloomington Gold, to
issue a sight-unseen appraisal on
the lot. ($840,000, for the
record.) A tenant in the apartment
building in question tweeted
about the cars' disappearance,
expressing joy. A Times writer
(the aforementioned McDermon)
also lived in the building, and his
curiosity prompted him to do
extensive research, dig up Cahill,
and talk to Max. The result was
fairly predictable: The Corvettes
were in a new, undisclosed
location; Max still planned to do
something with them but was
waiting on financial backing; and
Cahill was a bit sad.
And that, it seemed was that. Or
not.
HERE'S THE COOLEST
PART: The Digital Corvettes
community got its shit together
and found the cars. Their new
hiding place was discovered by a
forum member. The following
images appeared on DC two days
ago:
...as did, predictably, a new round
of outrage.
Max's plans? He wants to buy 14
more cars, bringing the collection

To an even 50 examples and the
2003 model year. He also told the
New York Times that he wants to
paint the cars in a more respectful
manner and auction them off.

Cahill came out of the
woodwork, signing up for a
Digital Corvettes membership
and spilling the beans on the
collection's early days. (Random
depression: Max's shippers didn't
even want the car covers.) And
we are, like everyone else, a little
sad.
There is a lesson here, but we'll
be damned if we know what it is.
Regardless, one thing is for sure:
No matter who you are, you
shouldn't buy a passel of
Corvettes if you're going to let
them fester in a basement. And
Max, if you're out there, listen
up: When people offer to fix your
cars for free, you listen. Do we a
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favor and stop hiding your
fiberglass light under a bushel,
huh?

UPDATE: We received the
following from Jim Cahill after
publishing this post. It contains a
small correction (we had
originally noted that he was not a
Corvette enthusiast) and a
description of how the 36-car
giveaway came to be.
The only thing I could add is that
I was a Corvette enthusiast when
I conceived of the contest. In
fact, I had wanted a 'Vette all my
life, I had just never gotten
around to getting myself one. I
stupidly bought a Cadillac Seville
the first time I could walk into a
showroom and buy a great car.
After a couple of misguided
purchases of Mercedes-Benzes
and BMWs (trying to keep up
with the SoCal Joneses), I just
"forgot" I was a Chevy man and
plum forgot to get myself a
'Vette.
But I never stopped loving [the
car] and always wanted one...
When I got the VH1 assignment,
I was sitting in traffic on the
Ventura Freeway near Universal
City on the 101-right by the
Burbank split to the 134. Awful
traffic...and slowly rolls by me a
pristine pearl white '62 Corvette.
Top down, perfect condition,
blinding sun gleaming off the
chrome. It was going by slowly
enough that the entire idea came

to me in what you describe as the
"come to Zora" moment. As it
passed next to me, I thought,
"Damn, son — why haven't you
gotten yourself that Corvette?"
I was on my way to Palm Springs
at the time, and I started thinking
to myself, OK, Jimmy boy,
which one would you buy if you
could get one?"
The answer was so simple...
ALL OF THEM! I WANT ALL
OF THEM!...and thus was born
the BIG concept-I WANT THEM
ALL DAMMIT!
By the time I got to Palm
Springs, I had the math done in
my head. The next week, I was in
New York with my client
pitching the most exciting
giveaway in TV history.

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY
1950 BUICK CUSTOM
CONVERTIBLE SEDAN
Story & Photos by Terry E. Johnson &Brian
Earnest (Old Cars Weekly)

I first saw this 1950 Buick
convertible from a distance in
February of 2012. I hadn’t seen
one of these for years. But as I
got closer something appeared
wrong. How could it be so long?
I was standing beside it and
suddenly noticed — it had four
doors! But this couldn’t be.
Buick finished building four-door
convertibles in 1941.

I was remembering my past. My
experience attending General
Motors Institute in the 1950s and
later working for the Buick
Motor Division offered me a
chance to really know the Buick
lineup. I had several Buicks then
and you couldn’t fool me on this
one. Although the owner was at
lunch during this car show near
Palm Springs, I overstepped my
bounds and opened the front door
to locate the VIN number. It was
then that the answer became
obvious to me. It had a large
body plate in the door jamb
identifying that the car was built
by General Motors but had a
custom body built by Bayliff
Custom Body Company located
in Lima, Ohio.

It is entirely possible that you
haven’t heard of Bayliff. Being a
member of the Classic Car Club I
am familiar with Locke, Dietrich
LeBaron and others — most of
which
failed
during
the
depression. Where did Bailiff

come from and when? I found
out that Bayliff began in the
1970s and built many custom
cars. C. Budd Bayliff was a huge
Packard
enthusiast.
The company purchased
the
Packard name and trademark in
1978.
Its specialty
became
building modern Packard’s with
their bodies being placed on GM
chassis. They especially liked
building 1930s style clam shell
front fenders with side mounts
and separate trunks. They always
used the famous V style grille
associated with Packard. It was a
body builder of high quality
building a car much lower and
modern in design as compared
with the 1930s and ’40s
Packard’s.
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Buick and he said that the car
was not for sale, but yes, I could
look it over and drive the car. It
was just for “nostalgic” reasons, I
told him. Two weeks later I was
again
examining
the
car
and wanted to drive it. As most
car guys know, when you love
cars you drive, you remember
how it felt to drive them. This
was a happy moment. I looked at
the odometer and it read 3,627.
Could this be original? It
certainly drove that way. At that
point I knew I had to own this
car! So when we returned we
went inside his home and made a
deal.

I wondered if it was possible to
find the history of this very wellbuilt four-door convertible. I was
able to talk to the last two owners
of this Buick, but the trail ended
in 1995. My next call was to see
if Bayliff was still in business. I
was able to talk to Bud Bayliff,
who remembered building the
1950 Buick in the mid-1980s, but
didn’t remember who owned the
car. We know that the chassis
was
from
the
a 131-inch
wheelbase car. It was the only
model with a 4-inch longer
wheelbase called the Model 72.
He remembered it to be a very
low-mileage car that was almost
new and unused.

Since the car arrived in Denver I
have entered it in two local car
shows. People who know cars
were “all over” the car. I told
them that I am sure it is the only
one built. Bud Bayliff had told
me it is the only one he built.
Every part of the car is almost
perfect, including the chrome,
body, glass, engine, paint,
upholstery and tires. And, yes, it
is a “4 holer” we used to call a
Roadmaster back in the ‘50s.

Needless to say, I was very
excited to find this car, but who
owned it and would the owner
sell it? The list of the people
showing cars at the show had the
telephone numbers of the car
owners. I called the owner of the

People often ask about the
custom top since it is down and
hidden most of the time. It is a
four-position top, which was a
style used often in the 1930 but
seldom seen since. The front can
come off separately to resemble a

“town car” with a driver’s open
top. Then this can stay in place
and the rear part lowered so the
back seat resembles a landaulet.
The other two positions are all up
or all down. The problem is that
it takes about 20 minutes to put
the full top up. However, the
windows are manual and seal
very well with the top.

HAROLD COKER,
FOUNDER OF COKER
TIRE, PASSES AWAY
Story & Photos by Raustin (Old Cars Weekly)

Harold Coker and son Corky, who serves as
CEO of Coker Tire Company.

One-offs are fun and usually
interesting to historians and car
people. I trust most people
haven’t seen this car before and
hope they find it of interest.

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. –
When Harold Coker opened
Coker Tire Company in 1958, he
was hopeful that his business
would succeed. Few could have
imagined what that business
would eventually become, and it
was that success that led Coker to
a lifetime of giving back to his
community
through
public
service.
On Sunday, Nov. 16, 2014,
Harold Coker passed away at 84
years of age, leaving behind a
loving family, countless friends
and a remarkable legacy.
Hardly living an average life,
Harold Coker’s impact affected
not only his hometown of
Chattanooga, Tenn., but also
contributed to the lives and
success of many people around
the world. In his faith, family,
through collector cars, politics
and in his business dealings—
Coker led by example, leaving a
lasting impression on the lives of
many through the years. He was
the
quintessential
southern
gentleman, respected by family,
colleagues and by those across
the aisle in his political career.
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Harold Coker was a pioneer in
the automotive
aftermarket,
seeking out molds for obsolete
tires and licensing them, virtually
creating the collector vehicle tire
industry in the process of simply
trying to provide authentic tires
for antique automobile collectors.
This passionate endeavor earned
him a place in the prestigious
Tire Industry Association Hall of
Fame just two weeks prior to his
passing.
Since his retirement in 2004,
Harold has spent his days with
his wife, Lillian, and growing
family of children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. Of
course, his lifelong passion of
restoring antique cars kept him
busy in the garage, as well as
continued community service on
various boards and committees,
while always faithful in service to
his church.
Without question, Coker always
felt compelled to give back to the
community that was so much a
part of his success. After
becoming involved in local
politics in the 1980s, he was
called the father of the Hamilton
County Republican Party, ran for
U.S. Congress in 1988 and
served on the Hamilton County
Commission for 20 years,
playing critical roles in the
development and growth of
Chattanooga’s current landscape.
High
points
in
Coker’s
contributions include key roles in
the acquisition and development
of Enterprise South Industrial
Park, which is now home to
Amazon and Volkswagen Group
of North America. He also served

CLASSIC CAR STORAGE
BUILDING FIRE CAUSES
$2,000,000.00 DAMAGE.
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they’re fun, they’re good
investments, and there are more
of them out there.”

Story & Photos by Raustin (Old Cars Weekly)

On the board responsible for
bringing the residential fiber
optic network to Chattanooga
area residents.
Harold
Coker
will
be
remembered for many things — a
family
man,
successful
businessman, lifelong car guy,
county official, a man of great
faith and so much more. His
family delights that as a man of
faith, he’s gone to be with his
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Harold is survived by his wife of
61 years, Lillian, his two sons
Corky (Theresa) Coker and
David (Kathy) Coker, daughter
Christie (Jerry) Bowen, seven
grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren.
Coker Tire Company, the
business started more than 55
years ago by Harold Coker,
continues to thrive as the world’s
largest supplier of tires and
wheels for collector vehicles.
Harold’s son Corky Coker serves
as CEO of the company, while
Wade
Kawasaki
oversees
operations as president. Harold
Coker’s
influence
appears
throughout the company’s dayto-day operations, and his legacy
serves as the ultimate story of
faith, family and success.

WELD COUNTY, Colo. – A
large storage building that houses
dozens of classic cars caught fire
in Weld County Wednesday
morning, damaging or destroying
about 70 vehicles, according to
one owner.
Investigators, along with ATF
agents, were at the site on Lowell
Lane near Erie into the evening.
Leonard Johnson, who owned
more than half the cars, told
7News Denver, “I’ve been
collecting these for about 32
years and it kind of makes you
sick to see they all burned.”
Johnson said he and another man
used a barn turned storage space
to house their collections, which
he estimated to be worth nearly
$2 million.

According to 7News Denver,
investigators said they don’t
believe the fire is suspicious, but
the cause is still unknown.
A tenant on the property was
working on a car when he heard
an explosion in a nearby trailer
around 9 a.m. The flames then
spread to the barn. Neighbors
said the trailer is unoccupied.
Fire crews and officers from
Broomfield Police and Weld
County Sheriff’s Office were on
scene within minutes. The fire
took more than two hours to
extinguish, in part because of a
lack of access to fire hydrants
and water sources in the rural
area.

He told reporters most of the cars
lost were vintage Cadillac’s and
the most expensive car lost was a
1958 Facel Vega worth about
$275,000.
“You put a lot of blood, sweat
and tears into these cars, and they
just mean a lot to you,” Johnson
said on the scene. “The thing is,
they are just objects. I think

Firefighters were able to save at
least eight cars. One passerby
helped them pushed a black
Cadillac out of the way.

Leonard said he plans to build up
his collection again. “I’m going
to keep doing this for another 10
to 15 years,” he said. “I just love
it.”

Ron Pratte's car collection
could fetch $50M at BarrettJackson auction
Story by AZ Central & Photos by Rob
Schumacher/the Republic
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A 1954 Pontiac Bonneville
Special Motorama concept car,
one of two designed by GM
styling icon Harley Earl, which
Pratte purchased for $3 million in
Scottsdale in 2006.
1967 Amphicar Convertible
A 1967 Amphicar Convertible,
an open-body car that could be
driven into a lake or small sea
and piloted like a small boat.
Beverly
Truck

9 cool vehicles
Pratte's collection

from

Hillbillies

Custom

Ron

Legendary Arizona car collector
Ron Pratte is auctioning off his
entire collection of vintage
vehicles at the Barrett-Jackson
Scottsdale Auction Jan. 10-18,
2015, at West World in
Scottsdale. Here's a look at nine
of the most expensive and
unusual Ron Pratte vehicles on
the auction block.
1929 Indian 401 motorcycle
A 1929 Indian 401 motorcycle,
which was restored to as-new
condition.
1912 Packard Sightseeing Bus
A 1912 Packard Sightseeing Bus,
which was fully restored in 2001
and featured twice in the
Pasadena, Calif. Rose Bowl
Parade.
1954 Pontiac Bonneville Special
Motorama concept car

Beverly
Hillbillies
Custom
Truck, built by the George Barris
of Barris Kustom Industries,
known for movie vehicles such as
the “General Lee,” the “Munster
Mobile” and the “Batmobile.”
Credit: Arizona Republic/Rob
Schumacher
1966 Shelby
Snake

Cobra

Super

The only remaining 1966 Shelby
Cobra Super Snake, bought at
Barrett-Jackson in 2007 for $5.5
million

A 1969 Chevrolet Yenko
Chevelle two-door hardtop, one
of only 22 still in existence and
the only one known to exist with
a column shift

1950 GM Futurliner
9 cool vehicles
Pratte's collection

A 1950 GM Futurliner, one of
only 12 ever made. The proceeds
will benefit the Armed Forces
Foundation,
a
non-profit
supporting active-duty military
and personnel, military families
and veterans. Pratte purchased it
at Barrett-Jackson for $4.3
million.
1955 Pontiac
Convertible

Star

The Ron Pratte Museum in
Chandler.
Story Highlights






1969 Chevrolet Yenko Chevelle

Ron

Legendary Arizona car collector
Ron Pratte is auctioning off his
entire collection of vintage
vehicles at the Barrett-Jackson
Scottsdale Auction Jan. 10-18,
2015, at West World in
Scottsdale. Here's a look at nine
of the most expensive and
unusual Ron Pratte vehicles on
the auction block.

Chief

A 1955 Pontiac Star Chief
Convertible, which is the fully
restored as the car that appeared
in the 4th season of “I Love
Lucy” in which Lucy learns to
drive.

from
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collector Ron Pratte will move
from a hulking Chandler
showroom the first week of
December to sell at the auction
Jan. 10-18 at West World of
Scottsdale.

Proceeds from the sale of
a 1950 GM Futurliner,
one of only 12 ever
made, will benefit the
Armed
Forces
Foundation
Legendary
collector's
assembly of cars and
automobilia could sell for
more than $50 million
The only remaining 1966
Shelby Cobra Super
Snake, bought at BarrettJackson for $5.5 million
is for sale

The ultimate man cave is coming
to the Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale
Auction.
More than 140 vehicles and
1,500 pieces of automobilia
owned by legendary Arizona car

Craig Jackson, chairman and
CEO of Barrett-Jackson, expects
Pratte's name will draw even
more annual bidders looking to
say "this used to be a Pratte car"
to the 44th auction.
"A lot of these guys are anxious
to get another shot at bidding at a
certain car," Jackson said.
Pratte, a private man who made
his money in construction,
fulfilled his quest to assemble
cars, planes and motorcycles that
defined America's prowess in the
Industrial Age. He bought most
of the vehicles at previous
Barrett-Jackson auctions.
The sales of the cars and
collectibles could bring more
than $50 million, according to
auction leaders. Sales at last
year's entire auction were $113
million, which set a record.
Jackson recently gave media and
car-collector online publications
and magazines a look inside the
unassuming airplane-style hangar

at
McClintock Road and
Chandler Boulevard in Chandler.

always had a front row seat at the
auction, bittersweet.

The vintage-car museum smelled
of rubber and fresh oil. Every
row of cars was lined up dead
straight. Pratte personally had
hung most of the more than 1,500
pieces of automobilia, including
vintage gas pumps and gas-pump
globes and signs, from the
ceilings.

"Every car has a story, and you'll
never see anything like this
again," he said.
“Every car has a story, and you'll
never see anything like this
again.”
Steve Davis,
president

Barrett-Jackson

Jackson called Pratte's showroom
the ultimate man cave. Another
observer called it the Taj Mahal
of collectible-car showrooms.

Vintage signs hang in the Ron
Pratte
Museum
in
Chandler. More than 140 vehicles
and 1,500 pieces of automobilia
owned by legendary Arizona car
collector Ron Pratte will move
from a hulking Chandler
showroom the first week of
December to sell at the auction
Jan. 10-18 at West World of
Scottsdale.
The showroom gleamed with
color. Jewel tones: ruby, emerald,
platinum. Masculine colors of
torch red, war paint yellow and
tuxedo black. The color of food
in mint, plum and tangerine.
"You look at this place and what
it represents — all the time, all
the honor — and it's just
stunning," said Steve Davis,
Barrett-Jackson president. He
called the dismantling of the
collection, from a man who

Pratte did not attend the media
preview, as he rarely does
interviews, but he is a wellknown figure among collectors.
"He is a man of few words. He
knew what he liked. We would
go through the catalog and he
would ask questions, but he
wouldn't tell us what he was
going to bid on," Jackson said.
Pratte's entire collection will be
auctioned, including:
• The only remaining 1966
Shelby Cobra Super Snake,
bought at Barrett-Jackson in 2007
for $5.5 million.
• A 1954 Pontiac Bonneville
Special Motorama concept car,
one of two designed by GM
styling-icon Harley Earl, which
Pratte purchased for $3 million in
Scottsdale in 2006.
• A 1950 GM Futurliner bus, one
of 12 made. The proceeds will
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benefit the Armed Forces
Foundation,
a
non-profit
supporting active-duty military
and personnel, military families
and veterans. Pratte purchased it
at Barrett-Jackson for $4.3
million.
• A 1969 Chevrolet Yenko
Chevelle two-door hardtop, one
of 22 in existence and the only
one known to exist with a column
shift.
• A 1929 Indian 401 motorcycle,
which was restored to as-new
condition.
• A 1969 Ford Mustang Boss
302, with its original engine,
transmission and rear end.
Ron Pratte's auction items
• 1,500 pieces of automobilia
All original, this collection
includes gas-pump globes, rare
pedal cars and signs for
automakers, motor oil and gas
stations.
When: Saturday and Sunday,
Jan. 10-11, starting at 9 a.m.
• More than 140 automobiles
Among the vehicles is a 1969
Chevrolet Yenko Chevelle twodoor hardtop, the only one known
to exist with a column shift; a
restored 1929 Indian 401
motorcycle; and a rare 1969 Ford
Mustang Boss 302 with original
engine, transmission and rear
end.
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When: Starting at 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 13, more than 100
vehicles with lot numbers 2000 to
2109 will cross the auction block.
The remaining vehicles, with lot
numbers at 2500 and greater, will
cross the block Saturday, Jan. 17

UPCOMING EVENTS

12/18

01/14

44th annual Barrett-Jackson
Scottsdale Auction
What: Ron Pratte's worldrenowned collection of 142 cars,
trucks and motorcycles, and more
than 1,500 pieces of automotive
memorabilia highlight the nineday event. Other highlights
include NASCAR championship
driver Jeff Gordon's fully
restored 1999 No. 24 Pepsi
Chevrolet Monte Carlo and a
1955 Chevrolet used in the 1971
cult-classic film "Two-Lane
Blacktop," starring James Taylor
and the Beach Boys' Dennis
Wilson, and a 1952 Woodill
Wildfire, the first complete
fiberglass car ever available and
the star of three films: "Johnny
Dark," with Tony Curtis;
"Written on the Wind," with
Rock Hudson; and "Knock on
Wood," with Danny Kaye.
Dates: Jan. 10-18, 2015
Location: West World of
Scottsdale, 16601 N. Pima Road.
Tickets and details: General
admission tickets are $15 in
advance online or $20 at West
World on the day of the show.
Barrett-jackson.com.

01/31

02/05
to
02/08

02/14

02/18

02/19

02/20

02/20
to
02/22

02/22

02/28

03/01

James Valley Street Machines
Awards Banquet 7:00
Prime Rib & Potato.
Live Auction @ the KC's
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street Machines
Regular Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Classic Car Club
Civic Center Car Show
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
Circle K
NHRA Winter nationals
Pomona, California
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Daytona International
Speedway
Sprint Unlimited
Daytona, Florida
James Valley Street Machines
Regular Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Daytona International
Speedway
Budweiser Duels
Daytona, Florida
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Daytona International
Speedway
Daytona, Florida
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
CARQUEST Auto Parts
NHRA Nationals
Phoenix, Arizona
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Daytona International
Speedway
Daytona 500
Daytona, Florida
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Atlanta Motor Speedway
Atlanta, Georgia
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Atlanta Motor Speedway
Atlanta, Georgia
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series

03/08

03/12
to
03/15

03/15

03/18

03/22

03/27
to
03/29

03/28

03/29

04/10
to
04/12

04/11

04/15

04/19

04/24
to
04/26

04/25

Las Vegas Motor Speedway
Las Vegas, Nevada
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
Amalie Motor Oil
NHRA Gatornationals
Gainesville, Florida
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Phoenix International Raceway
Phoenix, Arizona
James Valley Street Machines
Regular Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Auto Club Speedway
Fontana, California
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Four-Wide Nationals
Charlotte, North Carolina
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Martinsville Speedway
Ridgeway, Virginia
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Martinsville Speedway
Ridgeway, Virginia
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
SUMMIT RACING.com
NHRA Nationals
Las Vegas, Nevada
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Texas Motor Speedway
Fort Worth, Texas
James Valley Street Machines
Regular Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Bristol Motor Speedway
Bristol, Tennessee
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
O'REILLY Auto Parts
NHRA Spring nationals
Houston, Texas
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Richmond International
Raceway
Richmond, Virginia
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
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05/03

05/08

05/09

05/13

05/15

05/15
to
05/17

05/16

05/22
to
05/24

05/24

05/29

05/31

06/04
to
06/07

06/05

06/07

Talladega Superspeedway
Talladega, Alabama
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Kansas Speedway
Kansas City, Kansas
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Kansas Speedway
Kansas City, Kansas
James Valley Street Machines
Cook Out Car Show
S&R Truck Stop
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Charlotte Motor Speedway
Charlotte, North Carolina
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
Summit Racing Equipment
NHRA Southern Nationals
Atlanta, Georgia
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
NASCAR Sprint All Star Race
Charlotte Motor Speedway
Charlotte, North Carolina
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Kansas Nationals
Topeka, Kansas
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Charlotte Motor Speedway
Charlotte, North Carolina
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Dover International Speedway
Dover, Delaware
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Dover International Speedway
Dover, Delaware
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
Toyota
NHRA Summer nationals
Englishtown, New Jersey
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Texas Motor Speedway
Fort Worth, Texas
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Pocono Raceway
Pocono, Pennsylvania
NHRA Mello Yellow

06/12
to
06/14

06/13

06/14

06/17

06/19
06/19
to
06/21
06/19
to
06/21

06/28

07/02
to
07/05

07/05

07/09

07/09
to
07/12

07/11

07/11

Drag Racing Series
NHRA
New England Nationals
Epping, New Hampshire
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Gateway Motorsports Park
Madison, Illinois
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Michigan International
Speedway
Brooklyn, Michigan
James Valley Street Machines
Cook Out Car Show
Buffalo City Rotisserie Grille
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Iowa Speedway
Des Moines, Iowa
MSRA
Back to the 50's
St. Paul, Minnesota
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Thunder Valley Nationals
Bristol, Tennessee
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Sonoma Raceway
Sonoma, California
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
Summit Racing Equipment
NHRA Nationals
Norwalk, Ohio
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Daytona International
Speedway
Daytona, Florida
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Kentucky Speedway
Sparta, Kentucky
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
Route 66
NHRA Nationals
Chicago, Illinois
Jamestown Classic Car Club
Park Car Show
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Kentucky Speedway
Sparta, Kentucky

07/17
to
07/19
07/18
to
07/19

07/19

07/22

07/22
07/24
to
07/26
07/24
to
07/26

07/24
to
07/26

07/26

07/31
to
08/02

08/01

08/02

08/07
to
08/09

08/09

Car Craft Magazine
St. Paul Street Machine
Nationals
St. Paul, Minnesota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Airport 1/8 Mile Drags
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway
Loudon, New Hampshire
James Valley Street Machines
Regular Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Eldora Speedway
New Weston, Ohio
Elks Lodge 995
Elks State Convention
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street Machines
Dakota Blacktop Tour
Taking South Dakota
By Storm!
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
MOPAR Mile-High
NHRA Nationals
Denver, Colorado
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Indianapolis, Indiana
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Sonoma Nationals
Sonoma, California
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Pocono Raceway
Pocono, Pennsylvania
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Pocono Raceway
Pocono, Pennsylvania
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Northwest Nationals
Seattle, Washington
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Watkins Glen International
Watkins Glen, New York
James Valley Street Machines
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08/12

08/15

08/16

08/19

08/20
to
08/23

08/22

08/30

09/02
to
09/07

09/12

09/06

09/16

09/18
to
09/20

09/18

Cook Out Car Show
S&R Truck Stop
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Michigan International
Speedway
Brooklyn, Michigan
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Michigan International
Speedway
Brooklyn, Michigan
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Bristol Motor Speedway
Bristol, Tennessee
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
Lucas Oil
NHRA Nationals
Brainerd, Minnesota
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Bristol Motor Speedway
Bristol, Tennessee
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park
Bowmansville, ON
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
Chevrolet Performance
U.S. Nationals
Indianapolis, Indiana
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Richmond International
Raceway
Richmond, Virginia
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Darlington Raceway
Darlington, South Carolina
James Valley Street Machines
Cook Out Car Show
Buffalo City Rotisserie Grille
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Carolina Nationals
Charlotte, North Carolina
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Chicagoland Speedway
Joliet, Illinois
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series

09/20
09/25
to
09/26
09/25
to
09/27

09/26

09/26

09/27

10/01
to
10/04

10/03

10/04

10/10

10/14

10/15
to
10/18

10/18

10/24

Chicagoland Speedway
Joliet, Illinois
Jamestown Speedway
Stock Car Stampede
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
AAA Insurance
NHRA Midwest Nationals
St. Louis, Missouri
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway
Loudon, New Hampshire
James Valley Street Machines
& Don Wilhelm Inc. Present
5th Annual Dan Wilhelm
Car Show supporting the
ND Huntington's Disease
Foundation
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway
Loudon, New Hampshire
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Keystone Nationals
Reading, Pennsylvania
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Las Vegas Motor Speedway
Las Vegas, Nevada
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Dover International Speedway
Dover, Delaware
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Charlotte Motor Speedway
Charlotte, North Carolina
James Valley Street Machines
Regular Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
AAA Texas
NHRA Fall Nationals
Dallas, Texas
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Kansas Speedway
Kansas City, Kansas
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Talladega Superspeedway

10/25

10/29
to
11/01

10/31

11/01

11/06

11/08

11/12
to
11/15

11/13

11/15

11/18

11/20

11/22

12/10

Talladega, Alabama
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Talladega Superspeedway
Talladega, Alabama
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
NHRA
Toyota Nationals
Las Vegas, Nevada
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Martinsville Speedway
Ridgeway, Virginia
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Martinsville Speedway
Ridgeway, Virginia
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Texas Motor Speedway
Fort Worth, Texas
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Texas Motor Speedway
Fort Worth, Texas
NHRA Mello Yellow
Drag Racing Series
Auto Club
NHRA Finals
Pomona, California
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Phoenix International Raceway
Phoenix, Arizona
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Phoenix International Raceway
Phoenix, Arizona
James Valley Street Machines
Regular Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series
Homestead-Miami Speedway
Homestead, Florida
NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series
Homestead-Miami Speedway
Homestead, Florida
James Valley Street Machines
Awards Banquet 7:00
Prime Rib & Potato.
Live Auction @ the KC's
Jamestown, North Dakota
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SWAP SHOP

wheels, nice $60 each. 701-3493913 Sterling
FOR SALE: ‘34 Plymouth
Sedan hot rod. Ready to cruise.
Info: 701-678-2908 Bugs
FOR SALE: ‘46 ½ ton Ford
Pickup with flat head V8. Would
make excellent Rat Rod! $1200.
701-220-6771 Eldon

Swap Shop ads are taken from James Valley
Street Machine members, NDSRA “Street
Talking” magazine, “Cars for Sale in
Jamestown” on Facebook.

FOR SALE: ‘55 Chevy parts:
left & right fenders, two door
sedan doors with glass &
regulators, two (new) doors skins
in box. ‘56 Chevy Belair two
door stainless. Rear quarter panel
patch panels, lower section, left
& right. Windshield and rear
glass. Wind Wing, door &
quarter glass for two door. Big
Block aluminized headers for ’55
frame. Ecklers Big Block motor
mounts. Two door sedan front
bench seat, primered springs.
Have 22’ of trailer rubber tread
for snow mobile runners. One ‘63
(+ -) 14” Chevy rim. Have
pictures for review. Have other
parts. Located in Fargo. 701-2612857 John
FOR SALE: ‘50/’51 Merc R &
L inner front fenders $150 each.
‘49-’50 Merc Coupe upper L.S.
¼ panel N.O.S. $150. ‘49-’50
upper rear pan $75. ‘49-’51 good
gas tank $150. (4) ‘49-’51 Merc

WANTED:
Original
(usable/patina ok/ repairable)
parts for ‘40 Willys Model 440
Pickup - Front &/or rear bumper,
tailgate, tailgate pivots, both front
grille halves, headlight lens (1 or
2), gas tank (usable or pattern),
seat cushions & seat base. Any
help / leads appreciated. Need
items suitable for “Shop” truck,
not “Show” truck! 218-681-7073
or 218-686-5611 Phone, text,
pictures. Randy
INSPECTIONS:
Vehicle
inspections done at Dallas
Kustoms in Hillsboro, ND. Call
701-436-6399

GHOSTS OF NORTH
DAKOTA … PASSING
THROUTH MERRICOURT
Story by Troy Larson & Terry Hinnenkamp
(ghostofnorthdakota.com)

Merricourt is a very remote town
in Dickey County with less than a
handful of residents — just one
family remains in this near-ghost
town.
We didn’t intend to visit
Merricourt when we went on an
adventure in October of 2014, but
some last minute route changes
took us right through town, so we
stopped to snap a few shots, nine
years after our first visit.
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Our first visit to Merricourt was
in 2005, and we have been there
several times since then.
This is the former First State
Bank of Merricourt, and it was
also a bar later in its life. When
we first visited in 2005, the glass
was still in the panes and the door
on the hinges. When we returned
in 2011, we found it much like
you see here.

The back of the building. The
floor has sunken considerably
since 2011, and the roof gets
worse by the day. Absent heroic
intervention, that vault will be the
last thing standing one day.

We’ve occasionally encountered
a bank vault standing alone in a
vacant lot, like the one in Silva,
North Dakota, and it’s usually a
dead giveaway that you’re
standing where the bank once
stood. In this case, you can see
the vault in its original context, at

We’ve yet to see another brick
elevator, but we’re told there’s
one in Beach, ND.

P a g e | 41

CLUB SITES

We’ve enjoyed our visits to
Merricourt immensely over the
years. It’s very quiet and
peaceful, and so picturesque, we
chose to feature it in our third
hardcover book, Ghosts of North
Dakota, Volume 3.
Ghost of North Dakota is a
wonderful contribution to the
State of North Dakota. If you
want to buy these books or read
more
stories
go
to
ghostsofnorthdakota.com or write
to:
Sonic Tremor Media
PO
Box
Fargo, ND 58109-6484

LLC
6484
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