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LOOKING TOWARDS THE
FUTURE:

Written by Skovy

I’m feeling a little glum right
now. I look out my office window
and see snow flurries. Darn it.
Cars are safely tucked away in a
cozy warehouse. Come on spring!
Our upcoming Awards Banquet is
fast
in
coming.
Tuesday
December 17th at 7:00 is dinner.
Prime Rib, Potato, Salad will be
served. Please make plans on
attending. There will be a live
auction for some cool stuff. The
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SEARLE SWEDLUND
Executive Director

live auction is held to pay for
2013 functions. We had quite a
few activities in 2013 and have
more planned for 2014.
Our
monthly
meeting
is
November 12th at the Quality Inn.
7:00. we need to talk about what
items we can get collected for
the live auction and also ticket
sales for the banquet.
Roger Nenow said he’ll do the
auctioneering
and
member
Ronnie Schauer will provide
music afterwards.
I attended a meeting on
November 5th for the formation
of a Drag Strip right here in
Jamestown. Looks like that plan
is moving forward and they hope
to be racing in 2016. Pretty
excited
about
that.
The
foundation that is going to be
building the track is going to be
called James Valley Motorsports
Foundation. More news about

that in future issues of the
“RUMBLER”.
Well we’ll see you at the next
meeting!
Skovy

MEMBERSHIP BIRTHDAY:
OCTOBER
Craig Gaier
Bryan Stromberg
Rod Wilhelm
Judy Mischka
Tricia Voeltz
Paul Jensen

11/02
11/03
11/16
11/17
11/22
11/28

Miss your birthday? Please
contact me at 701-202-7067
whereas I can update your
records.

I didn’t grow up with classic cars.
My father did…and his fascination
landed a few antiques to our
home. There are several cars
that
have
become
my
reminiscent version of memories
gone by. The most significant of
them is a 1954 Dodge M37.
It was the mid 1980’s, and while
hunting at my grandfather’s
hometown of Tuttle, ND, my dad
noticed an old Army truck sitting
in the city lot.
He became
obsessed by acquiring it and
spent the next couple of years
working to acquiring it.
It took time and convincing, but
for $400, he purchased a 1954
Dodge M37. The City of Tuttle
purchased it for snow removal,
and it had fallen into disrepair.
Somehow
my
father
and
grandfather gathered up two 12
volt batteries, a can of ether, and
got it started.
Although the odometer read
speeds up to 60 mph, we quickly
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memory of these classic cars can
live on.

Full 2014 Dodge
Challenger Review

For more details on these and
other upcoming events, see the
calendar in this newsletter or
visit our new website at
www.tourjamestown.com!
Searle
Swedlund,
Director, BCTF

Executive

What's New for 2014

learned that top speed was
around 35 mph. So my father
jumped into his new ride and we
cruised from Tuttle to Velva, 98.7
miles at 35 mph.
With the
canvas top flopping in the wind,
we bounced down the road.
My father loved the looks and the
conversations that driving this old
Dodge brought him. We would
pile into it during the worst
weather conditions and plow
through the drifts of snow from
our
rural
home,
huddled
together.
It was the car I
learned to drive, learning that
careful mix of clutch and gas as
my father sitting next to me
would move the stick from
second to third gear.
These are the stories that keep
the beauty and nostalgia of cars
and trucks relevant.
Their
beauty is enhanced by the
memories they recreate.
My
story isn’t unique, but it’s
important to the future of these
machines.
It isn’t only their
simply beauty, but the way they
paint the landscape of our past
and influence lives, families and
community. I hope your story is
rich and beautiful; and I hope
that you share it often with those
around you in order that the

Aside
from
some
minor
equipment adjustments, the 2014
Dodge Challenger is unchanged.
Introduction
There are basically two ways to
assess
the
2014
Dodge
Challenger: You can view it as
homage to classic muscle cars, or
you can compare it to other
contemporary coupes. Either
way, this two-door behemoth
generally
hits
the
spot.
Pugnacious yet practical, rowdy
yet refined, the Challenger
possesses a surprisingly diverse
skill set. Its sheet metal may be
unabashedly retro, but the
Challenger has a lot more to offer
than just nostalgia.
Don't get us wrong: If you're
drawn to the Dodge Challenger
simply because you miss laying
patches in your high school
parking lot, you won't be
disappointed. We'd avoid the
base V6 for this purpose, but
either of the two available V8s
should do the trick. The R/T's
5.7-liter version delivers up to
376 horsepower and great value,
while the SRT8's 6.4-liter, 470-hp
monstrosity is an even worthier
heir to the big-block V8s of
yesteryear. Particularly with the
pistol-grip
six-speed
manual
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shifter in hand, a V8-powered
Challenger hits all the right
Woodward Avenue notes.

six-speaker sound system with a
CD player and an auxiliary audio
jack.

But that's to be expected. What's
unexpected is how civilized the
Challenger can be. Whereas its
principal rivals, the admittedly
sharper
handling
Chevrolet
Camaro and Ford Mustang, have
tight backseats and firm rides,
the larger, softer Challenger will
cosset four adult passengers like
a luxury sedan. Even the base
Challenger V6 makes for a
perfectly pleasant cruiser, while
the V8 models are kind of like a
less wealthy (or more practical)
man's Mercedes-Benz CL-Class. If
you can forgive its uninspired
interior,
the
2014
Dodge
Challenger will reward you with a
uniquely well-rounded variation
on the muscle-car theme.

The optional SXT Plus package
adds fog lights, automatic
headlights, rear parking sensors,
leather upholstery, heated front
seats, an auto-dimming rearview
mirror, illuminated visor mirrors,
Bluetooth phone and audio
connectivity, and an upgraded
sound system with satellite radio
and an iPod/USB audio interface.

Body Styles, Trim Levels, &
Options
The 2014 Dodge Challenger is a
five-seat coupe offered in four
main trim levels: SXT, R/T, SRT8
392 and SRT8 Core.
The SXT starts with the V6
engine, 18-inch alloy wheels,
keyless entry and ignition, full
power accessories, cruise control,
automatic climate control, a tiltand-telescoping leather-wrapped
steering wheel, a six-way power
driver seat (with power lumbar
adjustment), a 60/40-split-folding
rear seat, a trip computer and a

The SXT also offers a number of
other packages. The Super Sport
Group includes 20-inch chrome
wheels (with performance tires);
a rear spoiler; a 3.06 rear axle
ratio;
performance-tuned
suspension, steering and brakes;
a
Sport
mode
for
the
transmission and steering-wheelmounted shift paddles. If that's
not sinister enough for you,
consider the Sinister Super Sport
Group, which substitute’s 20-inch
painted wheels.
Continuing
with
the
SXT
packages,
the
Interior
Appearance Group (also offered
on R/T) includes metal-accented
pedals, a car cover, upgraded
floor mats and a T-handle shifter.
The Rallye Redline edition is a
Super Sport Group variant with
the metal pedals, the T-handle
shifter,
red-accented
black
wheels, a big red exterior stripe
and
available
red
leather
upholstery.
The
Electronics
Convenience
group
includes
heated mirrors, remote start and
displays for tire pressure and
outside temperature. The Sound
Group II package features an
upgraded seven-speaker sound
system, and it can be paired to
an optional 6.5-inch touchscreen
interface. The optional navigation

system employs
touchscreen.

the

same

The Challenger R/T reverts to 18inch wheels, cloth upholstery,
non-heated seats and the entrylevel speakers, but it upgrades to
the 5.7-liter V8 engine and
otherwise enjoys the same
features as the SXT Plus. The R/T
Plus package adds a security
alarm, rear parking sensors, and
the rest of the features of the
SXT Plus that aren't already
standard.
The
R/T
Classic
package includes the R/T Plus
items as well as 20-inch
"heritage-style" wheels, black
side stripes, functional hood
scoops and xenon headlights.

The R/T Super Track Pak (not a
typo)
includes
higherperformance
suspension/steering/brakes and
performance-oriented
stability
control programming. The R/T
Blacktop edition comes with the
Super Track Pak and adds black
20-inch wheels, black exterior
trim (including the ordinarily
silver fuel door) and a "matte
graphite" body stripe with red
edges. The R/T Redline edition
can be had with or without the
Super Track Pak, and it features
20-inch black wheels with red
trim, a body stripe similar to the
Blacktop's, a body-color grille
surround, metal pedals and the
T-handle
shifter
(automatic
transmission only).
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Individual option highlights for
the SXT and R/T include a
sunroof, xenon headlights, an 18speaker Harman Kardon audio
system and a variety of special
Mopar
parts
and
styling
enhancements.

The SRT8 Core is meant to be a
stripped-down, more affordable
SRT8 392, so it loses supposedly
superfluous standard luxuries like
xenon headlights, fog lights, the
adaptive suspension and Sound
Group II. In fact, the Core's
interior is closer to the base
SXT's equipment level -- it even
comes with the entry-level sixspeaker audio system.
Powertrains & Performance
All 2014 Dodge Challengers are
rear-wheel drive. The base SXT is
powered by a 3.6-liter V6 that
produces 305 hp and 268 poundfeet of torque. A five-speed
automatic is standard. EPA fuel
economy estimates stand at 18
mpg city/27 mpg highway and 21
mpg combined.

The Challenger SRT8 392 starts
with the R/T Plus's basic
equipment and adds the 6.4-liter
V8 engine, launch control,
performance-oriented
stability
control
programming,
highperformance brakes and steering,
adaptive suspension dampers,
xenon headlamps, unique 20-inch
wheels, sport seats, an upgraded
trip computer with real-time
performance data, full hydraulic
power
steering
(versus
electrohydraulic in the others),
the Sound Group II (including the
touchscreen) and a one-day
driver training course at the SRT
Track Experience. Optional are
the navigation system, the
sunroof and the thumping
Harman Kardon audio system.

The Challenger R/T gets a 5.7liter V8 and a standard six-speed
manual
transmission
that
harnesses 376 hp and 410 lb-ft.
When hooked up to the available
five-speed automatic, the "Hemi"
V8's output drops slightly to 372
hp and 400 lb-ft. In Edmunds
testing,
a
manual-equipped
Challenger R/T went from zero to
60 mph in 5.5 seconds; the
automatic raises that to 5.8
seconds. Quick as they are, both
times are still a bit slower than
what you can expect from a V8powered Camaro or Mustang.
Fuel economy is 16/25/19 for the
automatic, with the manual
getting 15/23/18.
The Challenger SRT8 models get
their swagger from a 6.4-liter V8
that produces 470 hp and 470 lbft of torque. A six-speed manual
is standard and a five-speed
automatic
is
optional.
In
Edmunds testing, a manualequipped SRT8 392 went from

zero to 60 mph in 4.5 seconds,
which is impressively quick but
still a bit off the pace of a
similarly powered Camaro or
Mustang.
Fuel
economy
estimates are 14/23/17 for either
transmission.
Safety
Every 2014 Dodge Challenger
comes standard with antilock disc
brakes, stability and traction
control,
active
front
head
restraints, front side airbags and
side curtain airbags. Rear parking
sensors are optional across the
board, but a rearview camera is
not available.
In Edmunds brake testing, the
SRT8 392 came to a stop from 60
mph in an excellent 106 feet.
In government crash testing, the
Challenger received a top fivestar rating for overall crash
protection, with five stars for
total frontal impact safety and
five stars for total side-impact
safety, although there was some
concern about a driver door that
came unlatched during testing.

Interior Design & Special
Features
In contrast to the Challenger's
brash exterior, the interior is
oddly generic. A few styling cues,
like the large beveled dashboard
and distinctive shifter knobs, are
reminiscent of Challengers past,
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LETTER PERFECT: NEW
STAMPS FLEX THEIR
‘MUSCLE’

but overall, there's a distinct lack
of panache.
Due
to
the
Challenger's high beltline and
chunky rear roof pillars, rearward
visibility is also lackluster.
We're not enamored of the
somewhat crude touchscreen
interface, either; it's too bad the
related Charger sedan's much
larger (8.4-inch) and easier to
use touchscreen isn't offered.
However, the interior is generally
quite
functional,
and
the
materials aren't bad. Moreover,
the
small-diameter,
wellcontoured steering wheel makes
for a pleasant interface between
car and driver.
The front seats in most
Challengers are wide and flat,
which doesn't do much for lateral
support, but they're comfy for
long-distance drives. The SRT8's
have better side bolstering and
are also covered in leather and
faux suede. The backseat is
remarkably roomy for two adults,
with good headroom and decent
legroom. It also features a 60/40
split-folding back, a fold-down
armrest and even a middle seat
for tiny or exceptionally goodnatured folks.
At
16.2
cubic
feet,
the
Challenger's trunk is positively
enormous for this segment,
rivaling some large sedans for
hauling capacity.

Driving Impressions
One of the 2014 Dodge
Challenger's signature traits is its
excellent ride quality. You could
drive this big coupe all day and
feel as if you never left your sofa.
The default suspension tuning of
the base SXT is pretty floaty,
however.
As
such,
we
recommend going for at least the
Super
Sport
Group's
performance-tuned suspension.
Sportier
Challengers
actually
handle rather well, though they'll
never let you forget about the
car's sheer bulk. The Mustang
and even the chunky Camaro are
noticeably more agile around
turns.
If you've got one of the V8s
under the hood, though, you
probably won't be too concerned
about the Dodge's cornering
characteristics. The R/T's 5.7-liter
V8 accelerates smartly and
makes lovely noises, while the
SRT8's 6.4-liter V8 is off the
charts in both respects. We love
the pistol-grip manual shifter as
well. Pity the aged automatic
transmission doesn't rise to the
same level. The automatic-only
V6 model is obviously less
thrilling than the V8s, but with
305 horses on tap, it can hold its
own. If you'd rather cruise the
boulevard than mix it up with
Mustangs on twisty back roads,
the easygoing 2014 Dodge
Challenger makes a strong case
for your hard-earned cash.

The new Muscle Cars postage
stamps went on sale Friday, Feb.
22, 2013 to celebrate an exciting
era in American automotive
history. Typically equipped with
big, powerful engines, these
high-performance vehicles first
roared onto our roads in the
1960s.
The stamps feature five iconic
muscle cars: the 1966 Pontiac
GTO, the 1967 Shelby GT-500,
the
1969
Dodge
Charger
Daytona, and the 1970 Plymouth
Hemi ‘Cuda, and the 1970
Chevelle SS.
Artist Tom Fritz based his artwork
on photographs of the cars, using
bright-colored oil paints on
hardboard to try to “capture the
emotive quality” of each one.
Growing
up
in
Southern
California, Fritz became familiar
with the power of muscle cars
and calls these paintings “a
projection of my memories of the
vehicles.”

Muscle Cars are the third
issuance in the America on the
Move series. The stamps were
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designed by art director Carl T.
Herrman. The first two issuances
in the series were 50s Sporty
Cars (2005) and 50s Fins and
Chrome (2008).

coupe or a convertible, the 1970
Chevelle SS featured a black
grille and SS emblems on both
the grille and the rear bumper.

available for purchase. Only 503
were produced.
1970 Plymouth Hemi ’Cuda

1969 Dodge Charger Daytona
The Muscle Cars stamps are
being issued as Forever® stamps
in self-adhesive sheets of 20 (4
of each design). Forever stamps
are always equal in value to the
current First-Class Mail oneounce rate.
1970 Chevelle SS

With features like optional twin
racing stripes, the 1970 Chevelle
SS looked fierce. SS stood for
Super Sport, a fitting designation
for the car, which had serious
power. A 396-cubic-inch engine
was available, but a 454-cubicinch engine option gave the 1970
Chevelle SS credibility among
muscle car enthusiasts. Two
versions of the 454 engine were
available: the 360-horsepower
LS-5 and the 450-horsepower LS6. For its sheer power, the latter
has become legendary among car
buffs.
The LS-6-propelled 1970 Chevelle
SS was lightning quick. It finished
in the 13-second range in
quarter-mile tests. Optional Cowl
Induction, a flap on the bulged
hood that allowed cold air to flow
into the engine, added even
more kick. In addition to its
impressive road performance, the
1970 Chevelle SS was also known
for its unique style. Available as a

The outrageously styled 1969
Dodge Charger Daytona was
designed to dominate on the
racetrack.
The
car,
which
underwent wind-tunnel testing
before its release, took the
checkered flag at its NASCAR
debut in September 1969 at
Alabama International Motor
Speedway in Talladega. The
production version of the car was
powered by a standard 440cubic-inch,
375-horsepower
Magnum engine. A limited
number of Daytona’s were also
available with a 426-cubic-inch
Hemi, a race-inspired engine
Chrysler introduced earlier that
decade. (Chrysler first used a
version of the Hemi — a highperformance
engine
with
hemispherical
combustion
chambers — in automobiles in
the 1950s.)
Concealed headlights, fendermounted scoops, a nearly twofoot tall, rear-mounted wing, and
an 18-inch nose piece helped
boost
aerodynamics.
Other
signature touches were thick
body stripes containing the word
“DAYTONA.”
The
distinctive
vehicles were not easy to come
by. In order to qualify for
NASCAR racing, at least 500
Daytona’s had to be made

The 1970 Plymouth Hemi ’Cuda,
a performance-oriented alter-ego
of the standard 1970 Plymouth
Barracuda, oozed power. The
car’s 426-cubic-inch Hemi engine
was a 425-horsepower beast.
The car was part of what
Plymouth called “The Rapid
Transit System.” The 1970
Plymouth Hemi ’Cuda was “our
angriest, slipperiest-looking body
shell wrapped around ol’ King
Kong himself,” one advertisement
bellowed.

One of the 1970 Plymouth Hemi
’Cuda’s more audacious features
was a Shaker hood scoop, which
vibrated as air flowed through to
the engine’s two four-barrel
carburetors. The car’s styling was
an extension of its bold ethos. It
was available in a variety of eyepopping color choices, such as
Lemon Twist, Lime Light, and
Vitamin C. Hockey-stick shaped
stripes denoting engine size, a
shifter handle shaped like a pistol
grip, and bucket seats were also
offered. The model is also a rare
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specimen: Fewer than 700 were
produced.
1966 Pontiac GTO

move; in tests, it went from 0 to
60 miles per hour in 6.8 seconds.
It also looked much different
than its predecessors. Starting in
1966, the car featured curvy
styling and a split grille. That
model year, sales of the
distinctive GTO peaked.
1967 Shelby GT-500

The Pontiac GTO ushered in the
American muscle-car era in the
mid-1960s, just as the baby
boomers began to come of age.
The first GTO was born when
engineers dropped a 389-cubicinch V8 engine, which was built
for a full-size sedan, into an
intermediate-size
Pontiac
Tempest Lemans. Initially offered
simply as an option on the
Tempest Lemans, the GTO —
which in Italian stood for Gran
Turismo
Omologato,
or
in
English,
Grand
Touring
Homologated — became its own
model in 1966.

Available as a hardtop, coupe, or
convertible, the 1966 Pontiac
GTO was equipped with a
standard 335-horsepower V8
engine. The “Goat” could really

Manufacturer Carroll Shelby’s
take on the Ford Mustang
reflected his roots as a racecar
driver. The 1967 Shelby GT-500
was powered by a 428-cubicinch,
355-horsepower
Police
Interceptor engine. The car also
featured a rear spoiler and
optional dealer-installed Lemans
stripes. Rocker panel stripes
came standard on the 1967
Shelby GT-500, which also
sported
grille-mounted
headlights. A scooped fiberglass
hood, extended nose, and
interior roll bar and shoulder
harnesses further enhanced the
racecar feel.
The 1967 Shelby GT-500 was
more than just a racer. The
improved suspension softened
the ride, resulting in a vehicle
that was comfortable to drive on
the highway as well as on the
track. The car was both striking
and rare; only 2,048 were built. A
customized or original version of
the 1967 Shelby GT-500 has
appeared
in
contemporary
movies and magazines, rekindling
American
pop
culture’s
fascination with the model. In

2007, Ford reintroduced the
Shelby GT-500 into the Mustang
model lineup.
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TIPS TO ENSURE YOUR
OLD CAR HAS A SAFE,
TROUBLE-FREE WINTER
NAP

Here are some tips
considering storage.


Story and photos by Gerald Perschbacher
(Old Cars Weekly)

Keeping an open car in protective storage
for several months is a little trickier than
storing a closed car. Extra “coverage” is
needed for the interior.



Car collectors can be like potato
chip eaters: they can’t have just
one. With each addition, the
owner’s time is spread thinner to
the point that simply owning an
old car can become a millstone
hanging around the neck. Still,
many of us collectors tuck old
cars away, hoping to one day
bring them to the light of
refurbishing.

In the meantime, storage is
important. Same can be said for
storage during inclement months
when rain and snow can take
their toll on a good original or
nicely restored car.

when

Find a proverbial “little
old lady” who doesn’t drive.
If she owns her home,
chances are good that she
may have a garage she isn’t
using. If the lady knows and
trusts you, then you may be
able to rent her garage. Or,
perhaps a trade-off can be
made; you shovel snow or do
yard maintenance while your
car gains a spot in a nice
garage.
In cases where money is
due
and
favors
aren’t
needed, negotiate with a
home owner. In the Midwest,
garage space may go for as
low as $20 a month, but
don’t bet on it. More likely,
the price will be $40 to more
than $100, depending on the
storage
space
and
its
proximity to a metropolitan
area. If the space is heated,
the entire better, but the
price will rise accordingly.
Whether you find a
commercial rental space or a
private garage, consider the
privacy aspect. If you are in
and out with the car, will the
“wrong people” see it? If so,
your car’s safety may be at
risk. The home owner may
allow you to install a security
system. Ask before you make
an agreement to rent. If the
owner says OK to a security
system, then seek security
options. Once that system is
installed in the garage, it
probably becomes part of the
house. When this happens,
you may talk to the owner
and negotiate to have part
(or all) of your costs

absorbed by the home
owner. Why? They will
benefit by having the system
whenever they go to sell the
house.
As
an
extra
precaution, cover windows
that allow strangers a view
into the garage. This will also
lessen the danger of fading
or inconsistent warming and
cooling on parts of the car
body.


Be sure to have access to
the garage on your own.
Otherwise, you will be at the
mercy of the owner when
retrieving your car.



Check the space for
bugs, mouse droppings and
water marks. These are all
signs you don’t want to see.
The mice and bugs can be
driven out or otherwise
neutralized after persistent
use
of
exterminating
supplies, but the water stains
are another matter. It is
possible that leaks and
dampness in such a space
will harm rather than help
the car. Rust can begin.
Chrome will corrode. Paint
can peel due to humidity and
improperly
prepared
surfaces. Water seeping into
a garage only augments the
rise of vermin and the smell
of a musty interior that
weakens cloth fiber and
leather. A dehumidifier may
be a blessing, but it still
needs to be checked and
emptied.



Elderly people who rent
out their garages don’t like to
be pestered by car owners
coming and going at any
time of the day or night.
They also tend not to
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appreciate the sound of a
mechanic working. If you
have rented space, don’t
anticipate
spending
late
hours doing repair work at
the site.

material is used, bear in mind
that cotton and other natural
cloths tend to absorb water
from the air.


A closed car should have all windows
rolled up and doors tightly closed. Some
owners lock them, too, for anti-theft
protection.





Car covers prevent dust
from settling on the car in
indoor storage. This can be
important,
since
cars
sometimes obtain a light film
from sitting in the wrong
type of spaces. The surface
may not look ugly, but when
you try to polish the car, the
results are less than desired.
All this leads to a simple
point: before placing a car in
storage, wash it and let it dry
thoroughly. Once the car is
removed, wash and polish it
again.
Some car owners prefer
fitted car covers. Other car
owners use old, soft blankets
and sheets to cover their
cars. Either is fine, but some
collectors then cover their
cars with plastic. Be sure the
bare plastic does not rest
against car paint. If it does,
then moisture can collect,
adversely affecting the paint.
Or worse yet, a chemical
reaction take place between
the plastic, the fumes it emits
and the car’s paint. A cloth
cover (or blankets and
sheets) lifts the plastic off the
surface of the paint. If cotton

Before placing a car in
storage, some owners drain
the gas. If the car is old
enough to have a vacuum
tank, they drain that, too,
and run the system dry.
Some owners flush them out
with light solvents. Or,
owners use racing fuel which
tends to be much more
stable. It also carries more
octane, which means your
car will need to be tuned to
the octane for best results.

If you choose to leave fuel in the
tank, be sure the tank is full and
the fuel does not contain ethanol,
which
will
undergo
phase
separation after six months. Use
an additive such as Sta-bil or
Seafoam to prevent moisture
from collecting in the fuel tank.


Don’t store a car and
ignore it. If you do, then
expect tires to lose air or go
totally flat. You may want to
place the car on jacks or
blocks to preserve the tires
and avoid “flat spots” when
you take to driving. Hydraulic
brake systems can absorb
moisture and lock up. An
easy preventative tip is to
pump the brake pedal every
few weeks, just to circulate
the brake fluid and keep lines
from rusting on the inside.
Mechanical brakes are much
less a problem. Be watchful
of the cooling system and
use coolant that is protective
of the vehicle’s engine and
radiator. In extreme cases,
drain the cooling system; if
the fluid is relatively clean,

and then re-bottle it for use
next season.


Sweep,
brush
and
vacuum the upholstery and
carpet to maintain the
condition of your interior and
prevent attracting vermin.
Carefully clean the headliner.
Cover the seats with clean
sheets. This can discourage
vermin from living and
chewing on the upholstery.
Covers keep dust off, too.
Use an ample supply of
repellant
inside
your
passenger
compartment,
glove
box
and
trunk.
Mothballs are cheap and
effective. If a moth laid eggs,
then the moth balls will emit
a gas that will kill the larvae.
A repellant is only meant to
keep critters from making
your car their home. But
once an egg is laid, the
repellant probably will not kill
the larvae. Check the product
before you buy.

Under the hood, remove any
natural debris such as leaves,
twigs and dead bugs. These will
only attract moisture and more
bugs. Wipe away excess oil. Be
sure all caps, belts, hoses,
clamps and any other screwdowns
or
adjustable
are
functioning properly. Place a drip
pan or pad under the engine
compartment as a precaution.
Be sure to keep windows and
doors tightly closed and trunk lids
down. For extra protection
against theft or vandalism, lock
all doors. If yours is an open car,
cover the seats, cover the top in
the “up” position to avoid
wrinkles, and cover the whole
vehicle
once
more.
Place
repellant/moth balls under the
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covers protecting the seats. This
will form a pocket of protection.


Finally,
place
identification on the car in at
least two places. Owners can
pin their name and phone
number (or e-mail address)
on the outermost cover, in an
obvious place. Place another
similar note on the front seat
of the car or prop it in the
driver’s window. You never
know when that “little old
lady” or storage facility
owner may suddenly die or
seek sanctuary in South
America. Best to mark your
ownership while you can.
Finally, check on your car
from time to time.

Skovy@donwilhelm.com and
will add your name to the list.

I

Last month, Jerilyn Gray, Andy
Gray, Taylor Sink, Craig Gaier,
Ron Schauer, Jr., Cindy Schauer,
Jamie Meidinger, Tyler Heiman
and Skovy went to Buffalo City
Rotisserie Grill in Jamestown and
evaluated the service and food
we received.
Mind you, this article is not
written to slam and business, but
it is written to make the public
aware of services the Jamestown
area residence are getting.
Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5
rating. A number 5 is the best
rating and a 0 rating is area
needing work. There is a total of
600 points to be scored. 40
points per line and there are 20
fields that are evaluated.
Again, these evaluations are not
for the intention for getting
anybody fired or to slam a
business. It is a fact finding
mission.

Appetizers were Buffalo Chips &
Pretzel Sticks. Our Main Course
was BBQ Rotisserie Chicken,
Blackened Salmon. Desert was
Chewey Delight& Turtle
Cheesecake.

MEET & GREET:

1. Convey the feeling that
you were a valued
customer:
30 points 75.00%
2. Seat you and deliver
menus in a courteous
manner:
36 points 90.00%
3. Was the staff properly
attired?
39 points 97.50%

SERVER:

1. Suggest a beverage or
specialty drink:
29 points 72.50%
2. Appear
to
be
knowledgeable about the
menu items:
30 Points 75.00%
3. Remain
attentive
throughout the dining
experience:
34 Points 85.00%
4. Mention/Offer Appetizer?
Options:
31 points 77.50%

APPETIZER:

AROUND MILL HILL

1. Serve the soup or salad
within a reasonable time:
33 Points 82.50%
2. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
35 points 87.50%

ENTRÉE:
Around Mill Hill is going to be a
monthly evaluation of area
businesses. If you are a paid
member of the JVSM and would
like to take part in this program,
please
let
me
know

3 STARS OUT OF 4!

1. Were
appropriate
condiments served?
36 Points 90.00%
2. Check back to ensure
that your meal was
satisfactory:
37 Points 92.50%
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3. Offer
refills
on
beverage/drinks:
34 Points 85.00%
4. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
31 Points 77.50%

Amman admits to getting a kick
out of the fact that the Shelby
has had a famous previous owner
in its lineage, but that certainly
wasn’t the deciding factor when
he bought the car seven years
ago. In fact, Amman didn’t even
know the car had been part of
Cooper’s stable when he began
making overtures about buying it.

DESERT:

1. Mention/Offer
Desert?
Options:
39 Points 97.50%
2. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
36 Points 90.00%

GENERAL:

1. Did they appear to be
busy and efficient in their
work?
35 Points 87.50%
2. Were the tables properly
bussed?
30 Points 75.00%
3. Did
the
bartenders
appear
neat
and
professional
in
their
appearance?
32 Points 80.00%
4. Did the overall dining
experience
meet
or
exceed
your
expectations:
33 Points 82.50%
5. Were
there
enough
employees to take care
of guests?
33 Points 82.50%
5. TOTAL POINTS:
673 points 84.13%

EVALUATION:
Nothing much to report. All I can
say is the whole team had a
great time. Relaxing. Great job
BCRG!

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:
1969 SHELBY GT350H
FASTBACK

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old
Cars Weekly)

Rock music legend Alice Cooper
will probably never pass through
the tiny town of Mellen, Wis. But
if he does, hopefully he looks up
Paul Amman, because the pair
will have at least one thing in
common. Both have been owners
— Amman prefers to call them
“care takers” — of the fantastic
Grabber Orange 1969 Shelby
GT350H Hertz “Rent-A-Racer”
that Amman loves to show off
these days. The car still has
Cooper’s signature in three
places, in case old Alice didn’t
remember it, dating back to
when he sold the car at a
Barrett-Jackson auction in 2003.

“The man in Arkansas [that was
selling the car] did not tell me
Alice Cooper owned the car. I
found it out before I bought it
from another guy in Texas,
because I was looking at a ’68
down there, too,” Amman
recalled. “He said, ‘I know the
guy who owned that car, and I
know Alice Cooper owned that
car.’ I said, ‘Well, that’s funny he
wouldn’t mention that.’
“… So I asked him about it, and
he says, ‘I didn’t want to tell you
he owned this car. They say he
bites the heads off chickens and
snakes, so I didn’t want to bring
it up.’ I thought it was kind of
cool. I guess it adds something if
you’re an Alice Cooper fan. I
could care less.
“But it’s neat. I’ve had people
bow down on the ground to this
car. That’s sickness right there!”
Actually, it was Amman who was
stricken with Shelby fever from a
young age. He admitted he
wasn’t familiar with the highperformance creations from Carol
Shelby until he went looking for
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his first new car. “It all started
back in 1969 when I was 20
years old. I went to the local
Ford dealer to buy a Mach 1, and
they were a Shelby dealer,” he
said. “I had no idea what a
Shelby was, but I thought it was
kind of cool and for 700 or 800
bucks more, I bought one of
those instead.

that was just like the one he had
in high school. After that came a
Chevelle and GTO — “the other
old cars that I used to have back
then,” he chuckles.

many of who were in the same
Georgia family.
“It sat in Georgia for years. One
family, same last name, different
first names,” Paul said. “And I
actually called them … I did a
search of their last name and just
picked a last name out in one of
the suburbs … I asked the guy
who picked up the phone, ‘Do
you know anybody in your family
that ever owned an orange ’69
Shelby Mustang?’ And he said,
‘Yeah, my grandmother did.’ I
said, ‘Well, I think I have it up
here.’ It was the grandson. I
asked him if he ever drove it and
he said yeah, twice. I said, ‘Well,
you’re never going to believe
who owned it since your
grandmother did — Alice Cooper.’
He said, ‘Nooooo!’”
Amman didn’t actually drive the
Shelby before he was able to buy
it. The previous owner insisted in
driving the car during Amman’s
visit, and he even drove it on the
car hauler when the deal was
completed. That’s when things
got a little weird for Amman.

“Well, then time went by and it’s
the old story – you have kids and
you have to get rid of it. Then my
son-in-law, about 12, 13 years
ago, said, ‘Wouldn’t it be cool to
have a Shelby again?’ I said,
‘Yeah, it would be, real cool.’
Before long, Amman had located
and bought a red 1970 GT350

It was the Shelby’s that appealed
to him most, however, and he
decided he could justify having a
second GT350 in exchange for
parting with the Chevelle and
GTO. The stunning orange
example that turned into the
third Shelby he has owned has
certainly been worth the tradeoff. The car has 64,000 original
miles, is wonderfully original, and
has plenty of history behind it.
Paul and his wife, Sue, have
loads of fun showing it off on
their summer car show travels,
and the couple have been proud
to add their names to a lengthy
roster of previous owners —
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“I never drove it until I got it
back to Wisconsin, and this is the
spooky thing. When I pulled it
out of the trailer, backed it up, I
turned on the radio, and ‘School’s
Out’ [a famous Alice Cooper
song] was playing. That’s the
honest-god truth!”

The Georgia family apparently
owned the Mustang mostly as an
investment, and over the years,
sold it from one kin to another. It
eventually wound up in Cooper’s
sizeable fleet, and then was
pushed over the block at BarrettJackson. Of course, all that was
after the car was a wild and
wholly member of the famed
Hertz
Shelby
fleet.
That
legendary arrangement actually
started in 1965, when Shelby
American struck up a deal with
the prominent rental car agency
to promote their new 1966
Shelby Mustangs. A total of 1,001
Shelby’s entered the Hertz fleet
that year, all sporting the 289-cid
Hi-Po engine rated at 306 hp
with 329 ft.-lbs. of torque. For
$17 a day and 17 cents a mile,
you could rent yourself a muscle
car and go have some serious
pavement scorching fun. The
arrangement returned in 1968
when only 252 GT350H cars
joined the Hertz fleet. For 1969,
just 152 Shelby’s were ticketed
for rental car duty, including
Amman’s car.

“It has had some touch-up, a
little here and there over the
years. Typically, these cars get a
little rust problem at the corner
of the doors. Somebody else did
it along the way, and I’m
probably going to be doing it
again because I can see a little
something there.

He isn’t sure how many wound
up
being
painted
Grabber
Orange, but the loud color
certainly helps an already unique
car stand out. “The ’66s, 800
were black and gold, 200 were
any color,” he said. “In ’68 they
were any color, and in ’69 they
were any color. Then it ’06 and
‘07, when they came out with the
modern ones, they went back to
the black and gold again.
“I haven’t seen another orange
one like this.”
The orange paint on the Shelby is
still original — almost. The car
was actually repainted by the
factory almost immediately after
it was delivered. Beyond that, the
car has had very little done to it
over the years.
“The Shelby’s had tons of trouble
with the Grabber Orange paint
back in those days,” Amman said.
“And when Hertz owned it at 35
miles, this car was entirely
repainted
because
of
the
blistering paint, except for the
roof, and the door on one side
and the passenger front fender.
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separated from the fuel filler only
by the width of the rear bumper,
was part of a fire-hazard recall
later in the year.

“It has a lot of cracks in the
fiberglass in the hood, and that’s
life after 45 years. It should be
left alone as much as it can be,
at this point in time.”
Certainly, one of the Shelby
Mustang’s calling cards was its
extensive use of fiberglass. It
was found on the fender, hood
and rear cap panels. The Shelby
hood had five recessed NASAtype hood scoops. The leading
edge was trimmed with a chrome
strip that curved around and
down to meet the unique Shelby
bumper. A chrome strip formed a
wide rectangle as it ran around
the outside of the flat-black grille.
Lucas driving lights that added a
degree of nighttime safety were
attached to the underside of the
bumper.
Side stripes in the middle of the
body ran the entire length of the
car. The rear brakes were cooled
through a scoop mounted just
ahead of the wheel well. On
convertibles it was in line with
the body stripe, on fastbacks it
sat just behind the door handle.
A set of sequential tail lights
mirrored the 1965 Thunderbird. A
pair of rectangular exhaust tips,

Early in the year, Blue, Green,
Yellow and Orange “Grabber”
colors and Competition Orange
were added to Black Jade,
Acapulco Blue, Gulfstream Aqua,
Pastel Gray, Candy Apple Red
and Royal Maroon. Interiors
came in Black, White and Red
(less than 80) with high-back
bucket seats, a vinyl-covered
“Rim Blow” steering wheel and a
center console appearing as part
of
the
deluxe
Mustang
equipment. The door panels and
dashboard had many fake wood
inserts.

Instead of stamped steel wheels,
1969 Shelby buyers got 15 x 7inch five-spoke rims shod with
Goodyear E-70×15 wide oval
tires
(F-60×15
tires
were
optional). Some Shelby’s wound
up with Boss 302 “Magnum 500”
wheels when a defect in the
stock rim forced a recall.

Power was supplied by Ford’s
new 351-cid/290-hp Windsor V-8
with a 470-cfm Autolite fourbarrel carburetor. A four-speed
manual
transmission
was
standard with a four-speed closeratio manual and automatic on
the options list. The big-brother
GT500 had the big 428-cid Cobra
Jet V-8.
In all, 1,087 GT-350 fastbacks
($4,434);
194
GT-350
convertibles ($4,753); 1,534 GT500 fastbacks ($4,709); and 335
GT-500 convertibles ($5,027)
were sold for the 1969 model
year.
Shelby
Mustang
production
ended in 1969, with the leftovers
updated and made into 1970
models
with
new
vehicle
identification numbers, black
hood stripes, a chin spoiler, and
a mandatory emissions control
unit. Amman’s red 1970 Shelby is
one of those 1969 holdovers.
Amman isn’t sure how many of
the 64,000-plus clicks on the
odometer were acquired during
his car’s rental days, but he
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suspects a good majority of
them. A few years back he
bought a 2007 Hertz Shelby that
had about 30,000 miles on the
odometer after just one year.
“They do put miles on them,” he
noted.
Amman chuckles about his
reaction when he finally drove a
vintage Shelby after not having
been behind the wheel for many
years. “When you don’t drive one
for 25 years like I didn’t, when I
first got that other one, I thought
there was something wrong with
everything. I thought there was
something wrong with the
suspension, with the [handling].
It was sloppy and bad by today’s
standards. But you do get used
to it again. That’s the way they
were.”

Amman is philosophical about
owning his pair of Shelby’s. There
are plenty of cars in the collector
world that he could own if he
preferred to get his kicks doing
lots of driving. Putting miles on
his former Hertz Rent-A-Racer,
however, is definitely something
he avoids.

“I’m very careful, yeah,” he said.
“I drove it a little more at first,
but we had tons of problems with
it; alternator, brakes freezing up,
master cylinder … It was from
sitting so much… These days we
have a two-car hauler and we
take both of the Shelby’s with us.
During the summer the car lives
in the trailer and only comes out
for shows.”
“I’ve been around these cars for
a long time, and I have a lot of
respect for them, and you’re
really just spending a portion of
your life taking care of them for
somebody else. There are only so
many of these.”

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:
1970 OLDSMOBILE
CUTLASS INDY 500 PACE
CAR

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old
Cars Weekly)

And the connection to Alice
Cooper? Amman can take it or
leave it. He’s just glad Cooper
preserved the car well enough
that he can enjoy owning it, too.

Ken and Pat Swenty really had
only one thing in mind when they
bought a car from their son-inlaw, Doug Kuchinski. “We just
wanted an ice cream car,”
Patricia laughed. “Now we can’t
even do that.”

“I can’t say that I’m a big fan of
his
or
anything,”
Amman
laughed. “I’ve never been to an
Alice Cooper concert in my life.”

“Nope, no ice cream anymore,”
Ken concurred. “I had ice cream
last night and I dribbled some!
We don’t want that [in the car.]”
Indeed,
the
Swentys’
appreciation for their 1970
Oldsmobile
Cutlass
Supreme
convertible Indianapolis 500 Pace
Car replica has grown over the
years, in part because it’s just a
very fine all-around automobile,
and in part because it’s a far
rarer machine than they ever
imagined. GM built only 626 of
the flashy ragtops to celebrate
the Indy 500 that year, and just
358 of those were Cutlass models
– the rest were 442s, which were
the actual cars used for race duty
on the track. Of those 358
Cutlass ragtops, a scant few —
only about 60 — were propelled
by the smaller 350-cid, 315-hp
engine. “The rest of them had
the big 455 in them,” Ken says.
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“These are a lot rarer, with the
350 in them.”
The Y74 Indy Pace Car option
meant
you
got
a
white
convertible with black stripe
decals and decal stenciling for
the door commemorating the
race. The package also included
a
Hurst
Dual-Gate
Shifter
connected to a Turbo HydraMatic 400 transmission; power
front disc brakes, steering,
brakes and windows; power
trunk latch; Super Stock II
wheels; Rally gauges and a few
other cool goodies.

The original owner of Swenty’s
car plunked down $5,551.01 on
July 3, 1970 when he took
delivery of the Cutlass. The
convertible was outfitted with an
AM radio, Sport steering wheel,
tinted windshield, variable-ratio
power
steering,
and
Rally
suspension.
The lovely convertible is reserved
now for a few car shows every
summer and some occasional
weekend exercise, but that hasn’t
always been the case. Together,
the car’s four owners have rolled
up more than 101,000 miles on
the clock. The car was bought
new by a doctor at Renner
Oldsmobile,
a
long-running
dealer in Wauwatosa, Wis. He
owned the car until about 1990,
when it was sold to a second
owner, who did some restoration
on the car, including a repaint
and painted stripes that replaced
the original decals.

The woodgrained inserts on the
dash and console gave the
Cutlass Indy Pace Car interior a
touch of sophistication, while the
sport steering wheel, Hurst
shifter, black upholstery and
carpet, and pleated high-back
bucket sets gave it plenty of
pizazz. The car’s front end also
blends class and flash. The wide
Ram Air scoops are integrated
into the hood and are trimmed
with wide black stripes. The
refined split grilled and quad
headlight
arrangement
with
Cutlass script on the front left
hint that this Olds is no lowbudget pavement pounder.
“It’s an eye-catcher, and it’s
more than we planned for, that’s
for sure,” Ken added. “It’s better
than I planned, but not what I
had planned.”

he never used it,” Ken Swenty
said. “It was in his dad’s garage
and I was looking for an old car.
We looked and we looked and
didn’t find anything we really
wanted, and then my son-in-law
said, ‘Well, buy mine then.’ So
we did.”

The couple put a new black
interior in the car and stumbled
into a chance to put nicer
stenciling on the doors, but
otherwise hasn’t had to do much
with the drop-top Olds. Before
the dealership closed six years
ago, they were able to take the
Pace Car back home to Renner
Oldsmobile, where one of the
employees was able to give them
a copy of the original bill of sale.

Kunchinski bought the car from
another Olds dealership in the
Milwaukee, Wis., area, and his
wife’s parents eventually became
the fourth owners. “He wanted to
build a shed and had this car and

Even if you didn’t pony up for the
Indy Pace Car version, the
Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme was
still one of the nicest midsize cars
around in 1970. Aside from its
much-loved 4-4-2, Oldsmobile
didn’t cultivate much of a sporty
car image or clientele at the time.
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The brand’s bread-and-butter
offerings remained the EightyEight, Delta Eighty-Eight, NinetyEight, Vista Cruiser wagon and
Toronado — all of them
heavyweights.

At the bottom of the Olds lineup
was the relatively bare bones
midsize F-85. The slightly fancier
Cutlass was next in line, one step
below the Cutlass Supreme,
which in turn was one step down
from the 4-4-2. It had been 10
years since an Oldsmobile had
been chosen to lead the field at
the Brickyard, and when the 4-42 was selected for ’70, GM opted
to make the replica package
available on both the 4-4-2 and
its Cutlass Supreme sibling — a
decision which sometimes causes
confusion.
In addition to the hefty 3,614-lb.
convertible, the Cutlass Supreme
series included two- and fourdoor Holiday hardtops. Only
4,867 of the convertibles were
built in all — less than half as
many as either hardtop model.
They carried a base price of
$3,335, which made the Cutlass
Supremes a couple hundred

bucks steeper than similarly
equipped convertibles in the
Chevrolet Chevelle and Ford
Torino GT, and slightly cheaper
than a Pontiac GTO ragtop.

The Swentys weren’t all that
well-versed on Indy Pace Car
history or how unique their car is
when they bought it, but it didn’t
take long for them to decide on
the car’s future. “Yeah, we didn’t
know a lot about them at the
time, but we know you don’t see
them very often,” Ken laughed.
“It drives real nice. It’s heavy
enough if you are going down
the road; it’s a perfect-riding car.
In fact, it’s so nice we bought
another ’70 Oldsmobile to do the
ice cream runs.”

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:
1946 PLYMOUTH SPECIAL
DELUXE COUPE

{EDITOR’S NOTE: Joe Cutler, who wrote
to us about life with, and without, his
1937 Packard 115-C business coupe.}

Most of us, at one time or
another has experienced the pain
associated with the loss of a
close friend, relative or romantic
interest. They say that time heals
all wounds, but I don’t subscribe
100 percent to this old adage.
There always seems to exist a
lingering empty spot in our
hearts that can persist for years,
or even a lifetime.
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Losing, or parting with, an old car
we’ve become attached to can
also be painful. Those outside the
hobby who call us “eccentric” just
because we assign human
attributes to an inanimate object,
like an old vehicle, just wouldn’t
understand. It’s an “old car
thing” we quickly point out to the
uninitiated.
All too often, we never hear
about or see our old “flame”
again.
However,
on
rare
occasions,
through
fate,
happenstance or a downright
miracle, we become reunited
with our long-lost object of
affection. We might spot our
“baby” at a cruise night, car
show or actually end up reacquiring our car.
Recently, I was extremely
fortunate to experience the
latter, as one of my “children”
came back home after an
absence of 20 years.

In 1969, I was a 20-year-old
college student who had already
been bitten by the “old car bug”
three years previous when I paid
$25 for my very first antique
auto, a rough but complete 1934
Ford Tudor purchased from the
original lady owner who was in
her 90s.
Being a virtually penniless college
student, I sought out any odd job
I could find to support my

“addiction.”
I
reveled
in
traversing the back roads of New
Hampshire, peering intently into
every yard, garage or barn,
hoping to catch a glimpse of a
derelict old car or truck.
I was all too successful in my
quest. Friends joked that I could
“smell an old car from a mile
away,” which was partially true,
as many of these abandoned
conveyances had become homes
to mice, squirrels and other
critters over the years, and they
really did stink!
Back then, before Lady Bird
Johnson’s campaign to “beautify
America” got into full swing,
resulting in countless relics being
relegated to the crusher, old cars
seemed to be everywhere. Rarely
did we pay more than $100 for a
car, and many were in running,
drivable condition. It sounds like
yet another “old times tale,” but
it’s true. Amongst numerous
others, I recall buying a rocksolid 1953 Buick sedan ready to
drive for a token $1, just to
“make it a legal contract.”

My parents had a large field
across from their house and I
used it to great advantage.
Before I realized it, I had 7 to 10
old cars lined up neatly in the
field. I thought it was a grand
sight, but my dad thought
otherwise. One day, he returned
home from work and scanned my

collection with a definite look of
disdain. Turning to me, he made
the mistake of asking that
rhetorical question: “What do you
think this is a used car lot?” Me,
being the resident wise guy,
seized the moment and quipped,
“What does it look like?” That
went over like the proverbial lead
balloon.
An older guy who lived up the
street
and
viewed
my
assemblage of old iron every day
on his way to work had also
succumbed to the viral “old car
bug.” Within six months, he
purchased about eight antique
vehicles. Needless to say, we
became very good friends
quickly. He’d call me each time
another one arrived, inviting me
over to inspect his latest find.
One day, the now-familiar phone
call came, and I dutifully drove
the short distance to his house to
view the newest addition to his
“harem.”

As I entered the driveway, I
instantly spotted “it,” sitting in
regal pose on the front lawn: a
seldom-seen (even back then)
1937 Packard 115-C business
coupe.
The
two-passenger,
three-window
coupe
was
resplendent
in
a
beautiful
midnight blue lacquer. I jumped
out of my car while it was still
rolling and literally ran to check
out this beauty. My eyes feasted
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away rebuilding the brake
system, draining the gas tank
and ordering four brand-new
wide whitewall tires. I decided to
name the car “Herman,” as I
thought the name had a
distinguished sound.

on every minute detail of this
magnificent machine, from its
stately iconic grille to its
handsomely
styled
smooth,
flowing curves. It was love at
first sight, and I vowed to own
one just like it someday.
In 1992, while perusing classified
ads and still dreaming about that
sweet little coupe, I saw another
for sale in Youngstown, Ohio.
This Packard was an all-original,
rust-free 1937 Packard 115-C
business coupe with just 35,000
miles! Apparently it mattered
little that I happened to be
unemployed at the time, living
hand to mouth, as I found
myself, hands trembling, dialing
the telephone number listed in
the ad.
The car was still available, I was
told, and after asking all the
important questions, I told the
owner I’d drive out to look at it.
Cajoling a fellow old car nut to
make the journey with me, we
arrived later the next day at the
appointed location. Salivating and
heart beating wildly, I tried my
best to affect a demure manner
and
exhibit
a
nonchalant
demeanor as I inspected this
awesome diamond in the rough.

The Packard’s original upholstery
was
in
amazing
condition
considering its age, and the body
was
indeed
rust-free.
The
Packard was wearing a very old
repaint in the original Rich Loam
Metallic color, but it had its share
of battle scars on the rear
fenders. There were dents in the
rear fenders where previous
owners had backed into various
objects due to the massive blind
rear quarters.
Putting on a poker face and
feigning some semblance of
composure, I proceeded to
employ my “Yankee bargaining
skills” in the hope of negotiating
a lower price. The owner,
undoubtedly sensing my affinity
for this car, clung steadfastly to
his asking price. Deciding to
employ a different tactic, I then
told him I’d think about it, and
started walking away, waiting
from him to exclaim, “Let’s talk
about it some more.” Well, he
didn’t. And after taking a dozen
steps, I conceded defeat, did an
about-face and sullenly returned
to the car with my tail between
my legs. Forcing a wry smile, I
humbled myself and said to him,
“You sure drive a hard bargain,”
then pulled some money out of
my wallet and left a deposit.
A week later, my newest prize
arrived on an open car trailer. I
was ecstatic, pulled it into the
garage, and set to work right

I thoroughly enjoyed Herman for
a year. He garnered lots of
attention on the highway and at
various cruise nights and shows.
Most people had never seen one
before. He was an absolute
delight to drive, and I became
more and more attached to him
with every outing.

In 1993, as fate would have it, I
located and purchased another
rare auto — an all-original and
unrestored
one-owner
1949
Cadillac Club Coupe — yet
another “love of my life.” Now I
was in a real quandary! Not
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having ample room in my garage
at that time for two cars, I made
the heart-wrenching decision to
part with Herman. It was a
decision that haunted me for the
next 20 years!

came to pick up Herman. I’ll
never forget the feeling of
dejection, and fighting back a
few tears as I watched my
beloved Herman leave. I felt like
a Benedict Arnold for having
“betrayed” Herman.
Oddly, I didn’t hear about, or
see, Herman for 12 years. Then,
one day, a friend who owned a
local garage called and told me
he had just seen Herman for sale
at large Connecticut swap meet.
I learned that the man who
bought the car had fallen on hard
times and had never even
registered Herman. Herman had
been sitting idle in his barn for
the past 12 years! I immediately
called the new owner for details.
He ran a used-car lot and
dabbled in antique autos. He
bought Herman with the sole
purpose of reselling him.
I had a friend named Chuck who
lived the next town from me.
Chuck wanted to buy Herman in
the worst way when I put the car
up for sale in 1993, but didn’t
have the funds. As luck, fate or
destiny would have it; Chuck had
recently escaped “Taxachusetts”
and moved to Belen, N.M., and
therefore now had the funds to
buy Herman.

The very first guy who looked at
Herman bought him on the spot.
The man lived only a half hour
from me, in Brooklyn, Conn., so I
was somewhat consoled knowing
that I’d probably still see Herman
occasionally at cruise nights or
local shows. A few days later, he

A deal was struck and Herman
came
back
home,
albeit
temporarily, to wait for transport
to his new home in New Mexico.

I had a knot in my stomach as I
watched my old friend leave me
for the second time! The
consolation now was that I knew
Chuck loved the car as much as I
did, and it would have the perfect
home. Chuck vowed never to sell
Herman. I had the opportunity to
visit Chuck and he let me drive
Herman along Route 66 in a
joyous, if only fleeting, reunion.
Then, just before Thanksgiving
2012, I received an e-mail from
Chuck that put me into a state of
shock and unbridled elation.
Chuck explained that his priorities
had changed and he had decided
to sell Herman. He was giving me
first option on buying him back.
Coincidentally,
I
had
just
completed construction of a large
second garage and now had
room for Herman. We quickly
made a deal and I arranged
transport. This little coupe had
done more traveling in the past
seven years than I had in my
lifetime.
Like an expectant father, I paced
the kitchen floor, waiting for the
call from the transport driver that
Herman had arrived. Within 15
minutes of driving Herman off
the truck, I had plates on the car
and was driving the back roads,
beaming from ear to ear. Herman
was home to stay.

Chuck had kept all of Herman’s
paperwork and receipts in a large
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folder. I even found a copy of the
original cashier’s check from
1992 when I first bought
Herman! There was also a 1989
Ohio title, which inexplicably had
not been retained by either the
Massachusetts RMV or the New
Mexico RMV. The owner’s name
from Youngstown, Ohio, was on
the title and a gentleman by the
name of Graham Frank Forster of
Farmdale, Ohio, was listed as
“previous owner.”
On a whim, I composed and
mailed a letter with a photo of
Herman to Mr. Forster. In my
letter, I detailed everything that
had transpired over the past 20
years. Realizing that Mr. Forster,
by now, had probably moved
and/or was deceased, I held little
hope of receiving a reply.
About a week later, my phone
rang one night and I had yet
another shock of a lifetime. It
was none other than Mr. Forster
himself. This whole thing was
starting to get a bit spooky by
now. Mr. Forster explained that
he had indeed moved, but still
lived in Farmdale. The person
living at his former address, to
which my letter was delivered,
knew him and hand delivered the
letter to him. He also had quite
the shock when he opened it and
saw a photo of Herman. Mr.
Forster was now 73 years old.

the car well, having owned it for
many years back in the early
1970s. He, too, regretted selling
the car, but rarely drove it and
decided to part with it. He
explained that he was the third
owner and the second owner —
one Blake Kennedy of Brookville,
Pa. — had long since passed, but
had purchased the car from the
original owner, a lady who also
lived in Brookville. She bought
the car new from the local
Packard dealership, T.F. Stewart
in Brookville, Pa. unfortunately;
Mr. Forster didn’t know the name
of the lady.
So, I’ve been very fortunate to
have traced the ownership of this
75-year-old car back to the
second owner and would like to
know the name of that lady who
purchased the car new in 1937.
Does anyone out there know
anything about Herman? If so,
please contact me at 508-4763490
or
e-mail
me
at

01/14

01/16

02/11

02/20

49caddyman@gmail.com.

03/11

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

11/12
11/16

11/29
Mr. Forster and I had quite the
interesting chat. He remembered

12/17

12/14

James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Stutsman Harley Davidson
Scrooge Saturday
Shopping Event
Jamestown, North Dakota
Stutsman Harley Davidson
Operation Black Friday
Jamestown, North Dakota
Stutsman Harley Davidson
Holiday Open House

03/07
to
03/09
03/20
03/29
to
03/30

04/15

Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Awards Banquet 7:00
Prime Rib & Potato.
Live Auction @ the KC's
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
Car Show
Counts of the Cobblestone
Rapid City, South Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
Car Show
Toppers Car Show
West Fargo, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
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04/17

05/13
05/30
to
06/01
05/15
06/06
to
06/07
06/08

06/10

06/19
06/20
to
06/22
06/26

07/10

Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
Car Show & Auction
Devils Run
Devils Lake, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
Rod Run
Classtiques Rod Run 2014
Mandan, North Dakota
Car Show
Buggies-N-Blues
Mandan, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
MSRA
Back to the 50's
St. Paul, Minnesota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00

07/15

07/17

07/24

07/25

07/26
&
07/27

08/12

09/16

10/14

11/11

12/16

Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
at the Fire Hall
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racing
Association
Airport Drag Racing
Saturday & Sunday
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting. 7:00
Watch the "RUMBLER" for
Meeting times.
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Awards Banquet 7:00
Prime Rib & Potato.
Live Auction @ the KC's
Jamestown, North Dakota

SWAP SHOP

For Sale

33 Chevy 2 Door Sedan. Has
Some frame work done. Set
Up for SBC. Have good hood,
Grille & grille shell. No
Fenders.
$3000.00 or best offer
701-680-1509 Kevin

nivekr@hotmail.com
For Sale

55 Chevy 2 Door Parts:
Front fenders, 1-LH & 1 RH.
Doors w/Glass. Front seat,
Springs only, no upholstery.
F&R glass, side glass,
Clear. Model 1211B
150Series
fixed rear quarter glass
W/rubber seals, new. Many
Miscellaneous parts.
701-261-2857 John

For Sale

34 Plymouth Sedan hiboy
Street Rod.
701-678-2908 Bugs
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For Sale

55 Chevy frame, partially
disassembled, all parts
Blasted & painted black. Rack
& Pinion Steering GM tilt col,
Borgenson joints. Front Disc
Brakes. New upper & lower
Ball joints & A-arm bushings.
Rear axle, 3:36 gears w/Posi,
Drum brakes. Rally wheels
W/tires and center caps.
Many Miscellaneous parts.
701-261-2857 John

701-290-5297 or
701-483-5297 Herb

For Sale

For Sale

Wide assortment of project
vehicles.
701-320-7660 Myke

For Sale

ACCESS ROLL UP TONNEAU
1 used tonneau cover. Fits
07-13 Chevy/GMC w/5'8"
box.
Cover is in good condition.
$125.00
701-952-7970 LeRoy

For Sale

Stock exhaust manifolds for
348. 28-31 ModelA tail light
W/license plate frame. 28-31
Model A firewall. 28-31 Gas
Tank w/front cowl & dash.
3 Miscellaneous handles. Pair
52 Chevy fender skirts. 4
Wheel Spacers Unislot.
28-31 Spare tire mount. Piles
Universal HeimEnds for 4
bar.
28-31 Fender brace & Red
dash piece/insert & Green
Dash piece/insert. 2 original
rear bumper brackets for 30
w/4" spacers. 28-31
original Sun visor &
stainless cowl molding. Brand
new never used, Holley
aluminum intake manifold for
SBC. 28-31 Gray dash rail.
Stock intake manifold for 348
& 409. 30-31 Spare mount.
28-31 Rear window frame.
Chrome Sanderson Headers mint condition. 2 full length
exhaust pipes w/2 mufflers &
chrome tips. Steel crankshaft
for 348. Chrome windshield
wiper motor. 4 brand new
MOON Discs. Chrome front
spring plate.

CLUB SITES

1977 Camaro Z28.
454 450hp, Posi, PS, PB,
Disc Changer. Completely
restored. 99% original
except the digital dash &
hood (needed a different one
for the big block).
Approximately 6600 miles
on the restoration.
Same owner since 1983.
$19900.00 or best offer
701-269-3119 Scott

For Sale

getneedfulthings@yahoo.com
Inspections
Vehicle inspections done at
Dallas Kustoms in Hillsboro
701-436-6399

Wanted

1 Pair 56 Chevy fender skirts.

very good condition. New
tires. 152,000 miles, straight
body. No rust.
$2900.00 or best offer
701-252-3257 Dave

1990 Cadillac Deville
Runs & Drives GREAT!
Excellent highway mileage,
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