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LOOKING TOWARDS THE
FUTURE:

Written by Skovy

How cool it is for summer to be
here. Driving around Jamestown
and the surrounding areas there
are cool hot rods everywhere you
look. It’s OUTSTANDING.
Paul and the gang over at Buffalo
City Rotisserie Grill had us over
to the parking lot just east of
their establishment on June 11th.
There was a great attendance.
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say is WHOO HOO! Hang on to
tall grass Skovy. I like it.

See you at the meeting on the
16th of June at 6:30!
Paul wants us back on our
meeting. Hmm, let me see...
food, free soft drinks, cool
rods, cool people... what
heck .. LET’S DO IT.

16th
free
hot
the

Our meeting will again be at the
parking lot across the street from
the Buffalo City Rotisserie Grill. It
all starts at 6:30. Get those hot
rods out of the moth balls and
come on over hungry!

The served us outstanding
hamburgers and brats. They had
so much fun with all of us that

Our Swap Shop section of the
“RUMBLER” is growing. Check
out the cool deals on some
vehicles that are for sale.
Remember, members advertise
for free and it stays in till it sells!
Skovy

MEMBERSHIP BIRTHDAY:
JUNE

The Jamestown Classic Car Club
had their car show at the park on
the 6th. Great show. Great cars.
Heck of a lot of fun. Good job
you guys.

Sandy Wilhelm
Judy Wiest
Scott Anderson
Scott Block
Tom Hansted

Our show that we are having on
September 21st is growing and
growing. Not only are we having
the car show, but now Stutsman
Harley Davidson is joining up and
there will be a bike class. Also,
we will be contacting people for a
swap meet area, and also we are
going to co-sponsor a half
marathon benefiting Huntington
Disease (a form of MS). Our
show grows every year and I
hope that before long this should
be one of the bigger outside
shows around. I know it’s a
dream but what the heck.

Miss your birthday? Please
contact me at 701-202-7067
whereas I can update your
records.

I installed Nitrous on my Laguna
that I race in Sabin and all I can

07/01
07/01
07/02
07/08
07/09
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MEMBERSHIP RALLY:

JAMESTOWN AIRPORT:

JUNE 11TH AT THE
BUFFALO CITY
ROTISSERIE GRILL

FLIGHT INFORMATION

Paul and the gang supplied
hamburgers
and
brats
for
everybody in attendance. We will
meet there again in July!

Jamestown
Regional
Airport
offers daily DIRECT FLIGHTS to
and from Minneapolis. This
means that you can easily
connect with flights traveling
around the world while enjoying
the convenience of flying from
Jamestown, ND. We offer quality
service, quick check-ins, and
short security lines. Book your
tickets today!

www.flyjamestown.net

AIRLINE INFORMATION
Jamestown is served by Great
Lakes Airlines, which features
three
round-trip
flights
to
Minneapolis daily, connecting
anywhere
in
the
world!
The local phone number for the

airline is 701-252-3414, and
for ticket reservations, 800-2211212
or
800-554-5111.
Contact the airline with questions
regarding flights, baggage, and
other
travel
needs.
When
booking flights, use the airport
identifier JMS. Passengers are
requested to arrive about 1 hour
prior to their scheduled domestic
departure time.

SEARLE SWEDLUND
Executive Director

I take these road trips with a
couple of local Jamestonians
from time to time. We ride the
back roads and take photos of all
the
small
towns
around
Jamestown. It’s an interesting
adventure of discovery to comb
the back roads of Stutsman
County.
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On one particular trip, we found
ourselves in Cleveland, ND.
There is a spot on the edge of
town where old Highway 10
disappears into prairie. And as
we explored this stretch of
pavement slowly being taken
over by grasses and weeds,
Steve began to reminisce about
his high school days and how
they would race down this
stretch of abandoned road.

this year’s addition of a dial -in
display.
Until then, may you find your
stretch of abandonment that
tests
the
limits
of
your
boundaries?
For more details on these and
other upcoming events, see the
calendar in this newsletter or
visit our new website at
www.tourjamestown.com!
Searle
Swedlund,
Director, BCTF

featured together. The Wisconsin
Chapter of Automotive Historians,
which chooses the themes and
coordinates the display area, is
out to put competing years,
models and body styles side-byside. This includes both cars and
trucks, as Ford and Chevy fought
it out for sales supremacy and
the hearts and minds of their
loyal customers over most of
their history.

Executive

MUSCLE CAR REVIEW:
STAGE SET FOR CHEVYFORD SHOWDOWN AT
LOLA

We all have these stories of
adolescence and youth - testing
the boundaries of the rules, our
wits, but mostly our vehicles. It
is a story of Americana that
winds a connectedness of those
who grew up in small towns
connected by long stretches of
roads waiting to be tested.
For those who love the speed
and the smell of burning rubber,
the Jamestown Drag Races at the
airport will soon be here. Posters
are up all around town and
details can be found for this
upcoming event, July 27-28. The
crew that puts this together will
continue to bring technical
sophistication to the event with

Story and photos by Phil Hall (Old Cars
Weekly)

It’s here! The “Showdown in ITown, Ford vs. Chevy” battle of
the brands takes place at the Iola
Old Car Show and Swap Meet
July 11-14, held in the feature
tent and surrounding area to the
south of the F+W Media
buildings in Iola, Wis.
The show has hosted numerous
salutes to Fords and Chevrolets
over the past 40 years, but for
the first time, they will be

There were exceptions, but you
could usually find an answer from
either brand soon after a new
offering came out from their
rival. In the collector car hobby
Ford and Chevrolet continue to
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occupy the top two notches in
popularity — far and away.
For this year’s show, all examples
— from Ford’s start in 1903 and
Chevrolet’s less than 10 years
later, through the 1983 models
— are welcome. As usual, a few
standout newer vehicles will be
scattered through the feature
area.

Expect to see a 1928-’31 Ford
Model A and a similar-era
Chevrolet with a new overheadvalve “Stovebolt” six nearby.
That goes for the 1932-andbeyond Ford flathead V-8s and
their Chevy counterparts. Both
brands were all-new for 1941 and
again for 1949.
Expect a 1950s Bel Air two-door
hardtop keeping company with a
similar
Ford
Victoria.
Chevrolet popped out the twoplace Corvette for 1953 and Ford
showed prototype Thunderbirds
in early 1954, though the 1955
was the first production model.
After 1957, the Thunderbird went
to four-place personal luxury
configuration and would change
its aim several times in later
years.
Ford’s 1954 Skyliner with a
partial Plexiglas roof lasted
through 1956, then the name
was used on its 1957 retractable

steel convertible — both of which
went unanswered from the Blue
Bowtie through the end of
Skyliner production in 1959.
Ford also introduced its Ranchero
car-based pickup for 1957 and
got an answer in 1959 with
Chevrolet’s El Camino.
Domestic compact cars came
from both for 1960 with Ford’s
conventional Falcon taking on the
rear-engine Chevrolet Corvair.
Later that year, the Monza 900
coupe joined the Corvair ranks,
only to be met by the Falcon
Futura for 1961.
Ford took the market by surprise
with the 1965 Mustang pony car
introduced in spring of 1964. It
took Chevrolet until the 1967
season to bring out its answer,
the
Camaro.
Intermediates were big in the
1960s.
Ford’s
1962-and-up
Fairlane was met by the 1964
Chevelle.
Ford downsized the Mustang for
1974 with the Mustang II, and
Chevrolet answered with the
1975 Monza. Ford eventually
started growing the Mustang
again in 1979, while Camaro kept
its size during the period.
Domestic small cars were the
rage for 1971, with Ford’s Pinto
and Chevrolet’s Vega carrying the
banners.
Truck
wars
paralleled
the
passenger car skirmishes with
both brands fighting for sales
leadership and pursuing market
trends in close to a tandem
relationship.
Not every year and model of Ford
and Chevrolet will be at Iola for

the show, but there will be
enough to keep you busy for
hours. Most of us have owned or
driven one make or both. You
probably have stories, as do the
owners of the vehicles that will
star in this year’s Iola Old Car
Show and Swap Meet.
So which make is best, Ford or
Chevy?
We’re not going to make that
decision. That’s up to you.
No fisticuffs, please.

MUSCLE CAR REVIEW:
PATTERSON’S HOLLEYPOWERED COPO CAMARO
SETS CC/SA RECORD!

Story and photos by Brian Wagner
(Dragzine.com)

Drag racing in its truest form is
the pursuit of having the quickest
and fastest car on the property
on any given race day. And in the
NHRA Stock Eliminator ranks,
where the class, car, and engine
combinations
are
virtually
endless, it marks one of the
toughest places in all of drag
racing to be the best. To run at
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the front of the Stock class you
better have a hot rod than can
run under its index and be deadon consistent. One of the
ultimate honors is to set and own
the record in your Stock class,
and
recently
the
Husky
Liners/Patterson Racing COPO
Camaro
piloted
by
Todd
Patterson reset the CC/SA record.

impressive -1.35 under the class
index. The team is still currently
working with the car getting
quicker each time the car makes
a hit. With more work this new
CC/SA record might become the
old record, but still be in the
hands of Todd Patterson.

The
COPO
(Central
Office
Purchase Order) Camaro came
was first introduced in the 1969
model year when Don Yenko and
other dealers started special
ordering the F-body monsters.
These cars were ordered for the
sole purpose of crushing the
competition at the track and on
the street. If you checked all the
right boxes the big dog of COPO
Camaros could be ordered, the
all-aluminum ZL1 427.

Veteran sportsman drag racer
and former NHRA champion Todd
Patterson and his team took their
COPO Camaro and drove it right
into the NHRA record books with
a new CC/SA record. Using a
Patterson
Racing-built
427
equipped with a Holley EFI
system and Holley Hi-Ram intake,
Todd laid down a 9.25 at 142
mph at the NHRA National Open
in Great Bend, Kan., and

In 2012 GM brought the COPO
Camaro back as a made at the
factory race car. The car was
race ready the day you picked it
up and could be purchased with
supercharged 5.3L or a naturally
aspirated 427. The car came
with no VIN and was created for
drag strip dominance.

AROUND MILL HILL

Around Mill Hill is going to be a
monthly evaluation of area
businesses. If you are a paid
member of the JVSM and would
like to take part in this program,
please
let
me
know
Skovy@donwilhelm.com and I
will add your name to the list.
Last month, Bob Lulay, Alma
Lulay, Jerilyn Gray, Andy Gray,
Craig Gaier and Skovy went to
Paradiso and evaluated the
service and food we received.
Mind you, this article is not
written to slam and business, but
it is written to make the public
aware of services the Jamestown
residence are getting.
Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5
rating. A number 5 is the best
rating and a 0 rating is area
needing work. There is a total of
600 points to be scored. 30
points per line and there are 20
fields that are evaluated.

Again, these evaluations are not
for the intention for getting
anybody fired or to slam a
business. It is a fact finding
mission.
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APPETIZER:

1. Serve the soup or salad
within a reasonable time:
24 Points 80.00%
2. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
28 points 93.33%

ENTRÉE:

2.5 STARS OUT OF 4!
Meals were Baja Tacos (Steak),
Mucho Combo. The appetizers
were the Sampler and Chicken
Quesedea. Desert was Fried Ice
Cream.

MEET & GREET:
1. Convey the feeling that
you were a valued
customer:
26 points 86.67%
2. Seat you and deliver
menus in a courteous
manner:
27 points 90.00%
3. Was the staff properly
attired?
27 points 90.00%

SERVER:

1. Suggest a beverage or
specialty drink:
26 points 86.67%
2. Appear
to
be
knowledgeable about the
menu items:
26 Points 86.67%
3. Remain
attentive
throughout the dining
experience:
20 Points 66.67%
4. Mention/Offer Appetizer?
Options:
22 points 73.33%

1. Were
appropriate
condiments served?
27 Points 90.00%
2. Check back to ensure
that your meal was
satisfactory:
19 Points 63.33%
3. Offer
refills
on
beverage/drinks:
22 Points 73.33%
4. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
26 Points 86.67%

DESERT:

1. Mention/Offer
Desert?
Options:
29 Points 96.67%
2. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
28 Points 93.33%

GENERAL:

1. Did they appear to be
busy and efficient in their
work?
26 Points 86.67%
2. Were the tables properly
bussed?
24 Points 80.00%
3. Did
the
bartenders
appear
neat
and
professional
in
their
appearance?
23 Points 76.67%
4. Did the overall dining
experience
meet
or
exceed
your
expectations:
25 Points 83.33%

5. Were
there
enough
employees to take care
of guests?
24 Points 80.00%
5. TOTAL POINTS:
499 points 83.17%

EVALUATION:
The evaluation team arrived at
Paradiso around 6:30. We were
seated right away in a very
pleasant manner. It did take a
little longer than usual to be
served, but there was a very
impressive dinner crowd at that
time.
A gentleman from the bar came
about 8 minutes after we were
seated and asked if we wanted
anything to drink. He right away
went to the Margarita specials
which all of our evaluation team
was impressed. We decided to
get a pitcher of Strawberry
Margarita and Banana Margarita.
When they arrived we tasted
them both and were impressed
on how well they tasted.
We did have to stop our waitress
(Meggan) when she was walking
by to give our Appetizer order.
After we did give our order she
was very attentive to our needs
for the rest of the supper.
All the team was amazed at the
portions that we received of all
the meals. It would be easy to
say that 2 people could eat off
one plate.
The taste of the food was also
great.
Atmosphere
was
impressive also.
Paradiso, you receive 2.5 stars.

MUSCLE CAR REVIEW:
CHAPARRAL IN CAMARO’S
CLOTHING

numbers of production cars
resembling the racers. Most
memorable are the AAR 'Cuda,
Challenger T/A and, of course,
the Pontiac Trans Am Firebird,
which finally had its wings
clipped in 2002, when GM killed
the car, along with the Camaro.
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biggest item that proved this car
was real, other than all the
documentation I have, is the
dash, molded from fiberglass by
Hall. It is the prettiest dash ever
built for a race car."

Story and photos by George Mattar
(Hemmings Muscle Machines)

Many will readily tell you that, to
them, 1970 was the pinnacle of
muscle
car
design
and
performance.
Horsepower
reached Everest altitude, and to
keep aesthetics astride of
earthiness, General Motors
debuted
a
new-generation
Chevrolet Camaro, arguably one
of GM's most beautiful cars ever.
That it would race was a given.

In late 1970, SCCA Trans-Am
racing was being contested in full
fury by all of the U.S.
manufacturers. The new 1970
1/2 Camaro competed against
Ford, AMC, Dodge and Plymouth.
The drivers were as iconic as the
pony cars themselves: Donohue,
Gurney, Jones and Follmer. The
manufacturers, always looking to
capitalize,
offered
limited

Though it never reached lexicon
status like its Pontiac cousin, the
Camaro has a lofty place in
Trans-Am racing history. In 1970,
Jim Hall, Vic Elford, Ed Leslie and
Joe Leonard drove refrigeratorwhite Chaparral Camaros, their
roundels set into huge bowties
on their sides, built in Hall's
famed Midland, Texas, shop,
which had already spawned his
Chevy-powered Can-Am and
international sports cars.
Just three Chaparral Camaros
were built. The sole remaining
example is owned by Mark, Linda
and Mariah Mountanos of Ukiah,
California. Mark said his
documentation dates back to
Hall's own construction of the
race car. Physical tell-tales from
Chaparral also backed up the
paper trail.
"The fender flares were all
wrong, so we had to cut them off
and put on new ones made from
the original molds," he said. "The
car needed a lot of work, but
there was no rust. The single

Elford, the great rally and
European endurance driver,

drove the car now owned by
Mark to victory at Watkins Glen
in August 1970, with Hall as his
co-driver. Despite winning earlier
Trans-Am titles in the hands of
Donohue and his patron, Roger
Penske, Camaros were not nearly
as successful in 1970 as the
Javelins and Mustangs. Hall said
that was because of that
dreaded word in racing-weight.
Mountanos believes Hall, an
engineering and aerodynamics
freethinker, simply wasn't used
to a comparatively crude racer
like a Camaro and lacked the
time to properly develop it.

the way" Hall built it in 1970.
Mountanos and his wife are part
of a California-based group of
about 60 enthusiasts of the
series who call themselves
Historic
Trans
Am
(www.HistoricTransAm.com).
Included
in
the
car's
documentation are Hall's original
chassis blueprints.
"We run together as a group at
vintage races. We are very strict
in what we do. To be in the
group, the car must be raced as
it was built. No replicas are
allowed. We have to stick with
these cars the way they were,"
said Mountanos, 47.
The car has a period-correct,
302-cu.in.
Small-block
V-8,
punched out to about 304 cubic
inches, a smidgen shy of the
maximum of 305 permitted in
1970. The fuel system's heart is a
750-cfm Holley double-pumper
atop a GM dual-plane aluminum
intake. The heads are ported,
polished and fitted with Manley
valves and guides.

"He Hall was more used to
driving Indy cars, and others that
were much more aerodynamic
than any production car,"
Mountanos said.
Mountanos
bought
the
Chaparral Camaro, in dire need
of a total restoration, from an
Arizona collector about six years
ago. After spending about
$100,000, it is now restored "just

Mountanos's personal mechanic,
Jim Koehler, who restored the
car along with body and paint
specialist Ron Duwe, estimates
475hp. The car runs the quarter
in 10.70 and, depending on
gearing-4.11 or 4.56 with a
cooler-can hit 200 mph. He
figures 0-60 times are in the high
4s.
The small-block has 12.0:1
compression, a solid-lifter Crane
cam with .650 lift and 260
degrees duration, and four-bolt
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mains to withstand the 7,200rpm shifts Mountanos slams
through the Borg Warner Super
T-10. A stock 12-bolt Chevy rear
spins 4:11 gears to the 15 x 8
Minilite wheels mounted with
Goodyear Blue Streaks. The
anchors
are
Hurst-Airheart
ventilated 12-inch, four-piston
discs with Performance Friction
carbon-metallic pads.

High-speed stability is assured by
double-adjustable Konis on all
four
corners.
The
rear
suspension has parallel semielliptic leaf springs, a Panhard
bar and 3/4-inch anti-roll bar. Up
front are unequal-length upper
and lower A-arms, coils and a
python-thick 1 3/16th-inch antiroll bar. Nylon bushings are used
exclusively. The acid-dipping that
teams were allowed in 1970
slimmed the Chaparral Camaro
to about 3,375 pounds, as
opposed to the stock 3,800.

Mountanos, his wife and
daughter all enjoy racing. They
also own the only two surviving
Pontiac Trans Am racers,
originally owned by Jerry Titus,
who was killed in the third car in
1970 at Road America.

"My wife is a ski instructor, but
she got into a car and she loved
it," he explained. "She races, too.
Our daughter has raced go-karts,
and we keep it all in the family."

Jeep Grand Cherokee may be
unique in the number of versions
it serves up, as well as in the
capabilities each delivers.

While Jeep has refreshed the
Grand Cherokee’s looks a bit for
2014, the real news comes under
the hood, with the available 3.0liter EcoDiesel V-6 engine, a first
in the segment. Not only does
this engine offer impressive fuel
economy (up to 30 mpg highway
in rear-drive models, or 28 mpg
highway in four-wheel-drive
models), but it returns a range of
up to 730 miles on a tank while
delivering a rated towing
capacity of 7,400 pounds. Mated
to
the
new
eight-speed
automatic transmission, it also
offers superb low-speed crawling
capabilities,
an
important
consideration for those who
actually
go
off-road.

NEW CAR REVIEW:
2014 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE

Story and photos by Kurt Ernst
(motorauthority.com)

There aren’t many SUV models
we can name that come in
variants ranging from fuelsipping diesel through tireshredding HEMI V-8, or from
bare-bones
cloth
interiors
through premium leather with
real wood trim. In fact, the 2014
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trails not accessible without
serious four-wheel drive.

While the Jeep Grand Cherokee
is at home in the city, it can also
be equipped to travel far beyond
where the buses run, which is
becoming a bit of a rarity as
more manufacturers turn their
attention to crossovers that may
look the part, but don’t serve up
genuine off-road capabilities.
The real beauty of the Jeep
Grand Cherokee, then, is that it
can be configured to meet the
needs of groups as diverse as
soccer moms and those whose
idea of a weekend drive involves

On the other end of the
spectrum lies the returning
Grand Cherokee SRT (note the
deleted “8” from its name),
which again relies on a 6.4-liter
HEMI V-8 to crank out 470
horsepower, good enough for a
0-60 time of 4.8 seconds. Only
available in four-wheel-drive
form, the SRT can send up to 70percent of its torque to the rear
wheels in track mode, for a truly
entertaining driving experience.
It may not be the best choice for

towing or driving further off-road
than a gravel parking lot, but it
does deliver serious amusement
on pavement.

In between these extremes, the
Jeep Grand Cherokee is also
available with the 3.6-liter, 290
horsepower
Pentastar
V-6
(which can also be ordered with
the
eight-speed
automatic
transmission) and the 5.7-liter,
360-horsepower HEMI V-8. No
matter which option you select,
all include improved fuel
economy over the previous
model.

While engine choices may be
simple
enough,
drivetrain
choices can be daunting. In
addition to the rear-wheel drive
available on certain Jeep Grand
Cherokee models, there are
three returning variants of allwheel drive to choose from,
including Quadra-Trac I, QuadraTrac II, and Quadra-Drive II. With

higher-end
models,
the
pneumatic
Quadra-Lift
suspension is also an option, and
it can help both off-road driving
(by adding ground clearance)
and on-road driving (by lowering
the body to reduce drag and
improve
fuel
economy).
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Summit edition even includes a
19-speaker, 825-watt Harmon
Kardon audio system, delivering
better sound than most buyers
get in their living rooms.

Opting for the Quadra-Trac II or
Quadra-Drive II will also get you
Jeep’s Selec-Terrain system,
which allows the driver to
choose one of five settings
(Sand, Mud, Auto, Snow or Rock)
for traction optimized to
conditions.
CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:
1970 FORD BRONCO
SPORT

Inside, the 2014 Jeep Grand
Cherokee can be equipped
nearly as well as luxury rivals
costing thousands, if not tens of
thousands, more. Jeep seems to
have stepped up its quality game
for 2014, and the interior
materials as well as interior fit
and finish seem to be improved
from previous years. On the
infotainment side, Chrysler’s
Uconnect system can be had
with a 5.0-inch or 8.4-inch screen
(depending upon trim level),
while 3G connectivity allows
passengers to enjoy internet
access.
The
range-topping

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old
Cars Weekly)

There are plenty of old cars
around that seem to defy time
and defy the odds. Then there
are vehicles like Willie Lenz’s
1970 Ford Bronco Sport that
seem to simply defy all logic.
It just doesn’t seem possible that
the rugged little Ford has paid its
dues as a daily driver, work
truck, steel pipe hauler, camping
rig, beach comber and deer
chaser — basically serving the
Lenz
clan
in
every
role
imaginable — yet still looks so
good. It might be a “20-footer”
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— you can still see the paint
chips and age spots when you
get up close — but the Bronco
looks for all the world like it must
have been restored somewhere
along the way.
Even though Willie Lenz has been
around the Bronco for all of its
life, from the moment it rolled off
the car carrier at the dealership,
even he’s at a bit of a loss when
trying to explain how the
beautiful Reef Aqua Ford with the
Wimbledon
White
top
has
managed to remain so nearly
perfect.

managed to avoid the fate that
befell
so
many
of
its
contemporaries that were driven
hard and put away wet all their
lives. Lenz figures part of it is
luck, and part of it is the arid,
metal-friendly northern Oregon
weather. Mostly though, the
credit belongs to Bill Lenz, Willie’s
dad and the Bronco’s original
owner, who was fanatical about
the care and maintenance the
Ford got from the first day it
arrived.

“That Bronco has been places I
was amazed it could get,” says
the resident of Grandview, Wash.
“We’ve been in some canyons
and climbing around in the edges
of wheat fields — the places
we’ve been would just amaze
you, looking at that truck today.
It’s never had a dent, never been
painted, nothing. It’s 100 percent
original, except for a few
maintenance things like water
pumps and starters.”

For much of its life, the Bronco
Sport has hauled various Lenz
family members around and
through most of the states west
of the Mississippi River, from
Nebraska to Nevada. The family
has camped in it, vacationed in it
and, quite often, hunted with it,
but somehow the Bronco has

however, if circumstances had
been different. Bill Lenz had his
heart set on a Blazer, but he had
trouble getting his hands on one.
“He wanted to order a Blazer, but
at the time GM had been on
strike, I guess, and they told him
it would be six to eight weeks to
get one, I think,” Willie said. “It
was only going to take three or
four weeks to get a Bronco, so
he got the Bronco instead.”
The Bronco was ordered in Reef
Aqua blue with the Sport
Package, which was the top trim
level on the Broncos of the era.
That meant it received special
emblems, door trim panels,
bright work around the windows
and lights, an Argent silver
painted grille, chrome bumpers
and bumper guards and a few
other goodies. The senior Lenz
also chose the optional 302-cid
V-8 for motivation instead of the
standard 170-cid six-cylinder. He
also went for the optional oil bath
air cleaner and a dealer-installed
Ford tachometer.

“Dad is kind of one of those guys
who gets something and never
lets go of it,” Lenz says. “He had
a ’67 Chevelle just as nice that he
finally got rid of a few years ago.
He’s just very meticulous and he
always kept it clean and nice. It
was his daily driver for at least
the first 10 years. Then he got an
El Camino and that was kind of
his transition going from the
Bronco to a little bit of a pickup.”
The family Bronco may well have
been the family Chevrolet Blazer,

Other standard features on the
Bronco Sports included a vinyl
full-width seat, fresh air heater
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and defroster, locking glove
compartment, padded instrument
panel, sun visors, floor mat,
floor-mounted T-bar transfer
case
control,
mono-beam
suspension, self-adjusting brakes
and
three-speed
manual
transmission. “And he ordered it
with the 3.55 gears,” Lenz added.
“Everybody was trying to push
him into the lower gears, the
4.10s. Those were the choices at
the time, but he went with the
3.55 gears.”

The Bronco nameplate had
already established a loyal
following by the time the 1970

models arrived. The Bronco was
first unveiled in 1966 as Ford’s
competition to the Jeep CJ and
the International Scout in the
growing
off-road-vehicle
category. The four-wheel-drive
Bronco was Ford’s debut compact
SUV, and its first generation —
often referred to as the “early
Broncos” — ran from 1966-’77.
Changes from year to year in the
“early Broncos” were subtle, and
for 1970 there were only a few
minor styling tweaks, including
new designs for the side marker
lamps. In general, though, the
Bronco’s shape didn’t change
much in the early years. Flat
glass, a squarish profile and a
simple box-section ladder frame
all favored substance and utility
over style. The big news for the
1970 model year was the
Bronco’s optional new “TractionLock” limited-slip rear differential.

With competition coming in two
directions from General Motors
with both the Blazer and the GMC
Jimmy,
Bronco
production
numbers dropped slightly for
1970 to 16,750 wagons and
1,700 for the less-popular Bronco
pickups. Those that lived in
northern
climates
frequently
rusted away long before they
gave out mechanically. Many
others were simply driven until
they fell apart, leaving today’s

collectors and Bronco fans with a
shortage of vehicles to fight over.

Willie Lenz received the keys to
his father’s Bronco permanently
about a year ago. “My dad is [83]
now and could not justify keeping
it around to drive it only a couple
times a year, so he offered it to
me for a price I could not
refuse,” he says. “I always
thought I’d end up with it one
way or another.”
It was certainly fitting that senior
eventually sold the Bronco Sport
to junior, since the son was a big
fan of the truck from the
beginning. He knew something
when he was just 9 years old and
Dad
was
bringing
home
brochures from the Ford dealer,
and he was there with his father
when the Bronco arrived on the
lot. “We had a ’47 Willys Jeep
before the Bronco and I was
saddened that we were selling
the old Willys,” he recalled. “I
couldn’t see the big picture back
then. Then I remember the
dealer called and said, ‘Your
Bronco just showed up,’” and I
saw them unloading it off the
transport truck. I was ecstatic
from that point on.”
Bill Lenz was a machinist and
skilled metal craftsman who soon
began adding his own clever
touches to the Bronco. He
fashioned his own winch, which
is still hidden behind the front
bumper, and designed his own
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racks that he used to haul
everything from metal pipes to
deer. He also installed an airconditioning unit. “He was very
creative in his endeavors, I guess
you could say,” Willie noted. “I
grew up with the man, and he
still amazes me. He was very
skilled, and very creative. He
came up with a lot of amazing
things.”

Lenz has been on more weekend
adventures than he can recall in
the Bronco, and the Ford got
dirty plenty of times. It always
got a thorough cleaning when it
got home, however, and always
seemed to dodge trouble, on the
road or off.
“Dad is just meticulous,” Lenz
said. “There were so many times
we’d drive over to Long Beach,
which is 220, 230 miles away …
and we’d come back and he’d
wash that thing, every little nook
and cranny. We’d always drive it
on the beach and get it all full of
sand, and he’d come back and
wash ever little crack and crevice.
“We’ve hunted all over in it …
and for years we pulled a camper
behind it — a little travel trailer.
And we’d take off and go into
southern Oregon and hang out in
the desert and hunt arrowheads.
Dad is a real desert dweller.
We’ve been down in Nevada …
We were all over the place in that
thing.”

Lenz said he could only recall one
time when the 155,000-mile
Bronco let the family down
mechanically, although it still
managed to get everybody home
that time, too. “Dad and I were
out in the middle of nowhere in a
little desert town and the seals
for the starter went out,” he
remembered. “We were about
400 miles from home … All the
way home, if we had to stop,
we’d stop on a hill and to get it
running, we’d roll down the hill
and pop the clutch.”

The early Broncos have a
notoriously loyal fan base and
there are plenty of restorers
around who are eager to rebuild
them. Lenz isn’t one of them,
however. He has no plans to do
anything to his family Bronco
Sport, other than preserve it and
keep it as original as he can. “I
thought just recently about
freshening up the engine, but it
runs so good,” he said. “I kid you
not, it’s all stock exhaust. It’s just
so quiet and so smooth…. The
only thing we’ve ever had done
to it was a timing chain. It’s the
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original engine and it’s never
been apart. I’ve restored a lot of
cars … I did muscle cars for five
or six years — I’m a big Mopar
muscle car guy … and I did a lot
of restored ones, but I like the
original ones. I’m a real fanatic
and I always want things put
back to stock. This one is going
to stay the way it is. I have three
boys and they’ll be fighting over
it someday.”

Ironically, the little truck that
refused to die or be driven into
the ground is now being treated
with kid gloves. Its days of
pulling campers and dragging
deer home are long gone. It gets
driven “probably once a month,”
and for only a few miles at a
time. And the only way it will be
leaving the state is if there is a
big
car
show
or
Bronco
enthusiasts
gathering
somewhere.
“You see a few of these around,
but they’re usually restored
ones,” Lenz noted. “I’ve had guys
who are restoring them reference
this one to see how things were
done. Most of the original ones
are beaten down so severely.
This one is a true survivor … it
worries me to drive it now. If
somebody blows a stop sign, you
know, things happen. It’s only
original once. I’m just really
careful driving it now.”

money am I prepared to spend to
breathe new life into an old
vehicle?
Dr. William Haire of Omaha,
Neb., knew the answer even
before he wrestled with it. He
was going to do whatever it took
to make his 1948 Plymouth
“woodie” station wagon looking,
feeling and even smelling like
new again. He was a 1940s
Plymouth guy, after all, and he
thought he had a pretty good
idea what he was in for.

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:
1948 PLYMOUTH SPECIAL
DELUXE STATION WAGON

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old
Cars Weekly)

“How far am I willing to go to
restore this car?”
It’s the same question that all
restorers, or car owners looking
for a restoration shop, have to
ask themselves at some point.
Exactly how much time, effort
and — perhaps above all —

When all the sweat, tears and
sawdust had finally settled,
however, even Haire — a man
with
seemingly
boundless
enthusiasm, dedication and old
car spirit — knew he had almost
met his match with the venerable
Plymouth. Few restorers will ever
go to the extreme lengths he
traveled to make a car the
spectacular specimen that his
Plymouth is today.

“In retrospect, I probably would
have gone ahead and done it,
but sometimes it’s easier to just
see the bear running at you and
deal with it than anticipate the
bear coming for a year or so,”
Haire chuckles. “I basically knew
this was going to be a beautiful
car and would be worth it for me
to put the time and effort into it,
and I honestly wanted to see
how well I could do it. If you find
something screwed up on this
car, I’m sorry; it was the absolute
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best I could do. I couldn’t have
done it any better [laughs].”
“I said up front I was going to do
this right, which is why it took
me a couple years to build a shop
and garage to do it.”

That’s right; Haire built a garage
and wood shop just to restore his
wagon. Just getting the shop set
up was a major undertaking,
even before he turned a single
screw on the Plymouth. But when
you are intent on re-creating
every piece of lumber on an
eight-passenger woodie station
wagon, you better are equipped
to do the job, particularly if you
are
a
Plymouth-loving
perfectionist.
Actually,
Haire
didn’t re-create every single
wooden piece on the car. There
was one small block that he kept
and reused, for kicks as much as
anything. “The only piece of
wood that is original to the car is
the little piece of wood that the
dome light mounts into,” he
chuckles. “It was still in pretty
good shape.”

Rebirth of a wagon
Haire’s wagon tale actually had
its Genesis back around 1980,
when he first began gravitating
to 1940s Plymouths. It wasn’t
part of a master plan, but more
akin to choosing the lesser of two
evils, at least at the time.

and they were auctioning off
their extra cars, the ones they
didn’t need for restoration and
study, and on the bottom was a
1947 Plymouth four-door sedan
… So I went up and looked at it.
While everybody else was out
front looking at the Bentley, Rolls
and so forth that they had, in the
back of the garage under about
an inch of dust was a 1948
Plymouth four-door sedan. I
lifted the trunk and the spare tire
had never been on the road, and
it was one of the only ones I had
seen with rocker panels that
were intact, so I bought it with a
sealed bid for 800 bucks.”
The car eventually became
Haire’s daily driver, and led to
two more old Plymouths — a
1947 business coupe and a 1946
convertible. “After that, I told my
wife, ‘I got a sedan, a convertible
and business coupe, all I need is
a woodie to complete the
collection,’ and she said, ‘Sure, if
you can find one you can afford.’
So I found one in Vermont in
1993 for $2,000. I bought it for
$1,200, and I guess it was proof
of the adage that you get what
you pay for. There wasn’t much
left of it.”

“I finished my medical training
and was going out in practice
and we had three children that
were growing too big for the
Pinto hatchback that we were
driving,” he recalled. “We needed
a bigger car, so the choices
were: Get a bigger car that I
couldn’t afford, and had no style
either; or, I could get a big, black
car with doors that opened from
the center … I was picturing a
Cadillac or something like that.
Well, a couple weeks later I
picked up a flyer from McPherson
College [in McPherson, Kan.],

Haire said the metal on the body
was shot, the floorboards were
gone and the wood was a mess.
The condition of the wood wasn’t
critical, however, because Haire
had the crazy idea that he was
going to re-engineer all of it,
anyway. “This is a personal
philosophy with me and the
woodies … If you are going to
use original wood, with rare
exceptions, the original wood is
going to be, to some degree,
stained and rotted … It’s not
going to ever look new! You
cannot put a coat of paint over it
and make it look new … People
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go to the nth degree to restore
the old wood that just doesn’t
look right.
“I had [a huge ego], and I told
myself, ‘I’m a good wood worker,
and I can restore this wood. I
can do this.’ Well, little did I
know how much I was biting off
there? But I wanted the wood to
look new to go with the new car.
It’s the only way you can get the
wood to look new. You have to
use new wood.”

The 1948 Plymouths
The 1948 model year Plymouths
were almost exactly the same as
the previous year. Company
brass decided that few changes
would be made to the 1947s,
which in turn were almost
identical to the ’46s.
Still, the Plymouths were pretty
stylish and had plenty going for
them, even without any updates.
The Special DeLuxe Six was the
top end of Plymouth’s two-tier
lineup during that period — one
stop above the base Deluxe Six.
The Special DeLuxes were
identified by their lettering at the
rear corner of the hood and
bright metal trim around the
windshield.
The
one-step-up
standard features on the Special
DeLuxe included sun visors, glove

box, dual windshield wipers and
rear bumper fender guards.
Other base equipment included
All-Weather ventilation, front
sway bars, front coil springs, and
a front four-bar grille that
wrapped slightly around the
fenders. The only engine was the
familiar L-head 217.8-cid sixcylinder that used a one-barrel
Carter carburetor to produce a
modest 95 hp.

those corner posts need to be
massively
braced
in
two
directions. So the cowl, inside the
skin of the cowl, is basically 1/8inch battleship steel that braces
those A pillars in two directions,
and those are not there in the
metal cars, so I found out that
the cowls for these cars are
basically wood-specific.
“So in essence, I had to learn
metal-working
techniques
to
rebuild the lower half of the cowl,
and then dissected the floorboard
out for the four-door [donor]
body and placed it in its original
place in the station wagon cowl,
and
then
basically
started
building the wood.”

A convertible and wood-bodied
station wagon was available only
as Special DeLuxes. The other
models in the series included a
two-door coupe, two-door club
coupe, two-door sedan and fourdoor sedan.
The long road back
Haire was able to find a mostly
rust-free donor sedan to help
rebuild the metal parts of his
wagon. Bodywork isn’t his
specialty, however, so he did a
lot of learning on the fly.
One of the big things he learned
is that woodies and conventional
metal bodies are definitely not
built the same. “The metal body
cars are of monocoque design,
meaning the strength is in their
shape,” he said. “The woodie is
not nothing more than a fence
with four fence posts: an A pillar,
B pillar, C pillar and D pillar. And
then stuff is hung from those
fence posts. And like a fence,

That meant fabricating all the
braces and joints from ash, and
building all new panels from
sapele. “Sapele has been used
for the last couple hundred years
as a mahogany substitute,” Haire
noted. “It looks like mahogany,
works like mahogany. For most
people, I just say its mahogany
because that’s what they’re
familiar with. Virtually all woodie
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bodies are made of ash. You
could order the car with either
plywood in the maple, or
plywood in this mahogany. Most
of them seem to have been made
with the mahogany substitute
just for the color.”
Haire closes his eyes and begins
rubbing his forehead when he
describes all the mind-bending
mathematical gymnastics he had
to endure to figure out all the
angles, curves and intricacies of
the Plymouth’s wooden parts.
The amount of trial-and-error,
fitting,
re-fitting
and
recalculating tested the outer limits
of his patience.

unique to the carriage-building
industry, at least finger joints of
this size,” he says. “I was lucky
enough to find somebody who
had a finger joint cutter that he
had built to produce some parts
for his [Chrysler] Town and
Country. He had this huge, very
expensive cutter head that he
was willing to sell and I wound
up adapting it to my table saw.
“The further you get into this, the
more you realize there are hardly
any right angles to this car. The
front of the front door is canted
in at about an 11-degree angle.
The back of the door is canted in
at about a 7-degree angle. That
door has to twist, and you have
to cut your joints in such a way
that they are not 90 degree
joints; they are 79 degree angles,
or whatever. The back angles
are, like, 74 degree angles
[laughs]. Believe me, there are
many of these things that have
made my head hurt, and so
many of the original parts were
so rotten you couldn’t use them
as a guide for precise angles.
Then you had to figure out the
angles and how to make them
without a jig. Most of these
things wound up being made
with traditional cabinet making
techniques using hand tools.”
When he was done, Haire had a
car with wood every bit as good,
and perhaps better, than the car
had when it was new. Certainly
the Plymouth didn’t get as many
coats of shiny spar varnish back
in 1948 as it wears now.

“The doors are put together
using finger joints, which are

The donor car didn’t have
fenders, but Haire was able to
buy NOS sheet metal to go with
the car’s new wood. That turned
out to be a good news-bad news
proposition. “The advantage to

that is there is absolutely no rust
to it. The disadvantage is that,
No. 1 they were never attached
to another part, and No. 2, I’m
told they were almost always
factory rejects. There was
something wrong with them. The
NOS body parts didn’t fit exactly
on the donor body, and at that
point I knew I was in way over
my head.”

He hired a body shop to help do
the bodywork, panel fitting and
paint. He also farmed out the
upholstery, which has been
redone in leather. “The original
one had painted canvas — you
know, the vinyl of the day, if you
will,” Haire said. “Leather was
available at extra cost. Once I
went to this much trouble, I
wanted something nice under my
arm.”
The steering column and dash
are original. The interior metal
and windshield frame have been
repainted and woodgrained to
look new and all the car’s trim
pieces have been re-chromed.
Haire had the car’s original six-

P a g e | 19
cylinder engine and three-speed
manual transmission overhauled
and reinstalled. “And I was able
to find an original rear seat and
tailgate hardware,” he noted.
“Most of the other stuff is brand
new out of the box.”
He added a clock, which was
optional but not originally on the
wagon.

Haire said he still drives one of
his 1940s Plymouths almost
every day that the weather
allows, but he isn’t taking many
chances with his station wagon,
at least for now. There were only
12,913 built, and it’s a fair
assumption that there are none
remaining that are any nicer than
Haire’s car. That means there will
be no trips on any busy roads for
a while.

“I was thinking, I don’t know if
there is anybody alive that has
ridden in a factory-fresh woodie
like this,” he concludes. “Most of
the folks who rode in a new one
aren’t with us anymore … I’m
one of the few people who gets
to experience being in a ‘new’
woodie.”

A car with history
Haire has done plenty of research
on his car to retrace its roots,
and it turns out the car has some
interesting provenance. It was
once
owned
by
Cornelius
Vanderbilt’s great-granddaughter,
Florence Sloane, who bought the
car new when she was 75 years
old. She had the car until her
death in 1960, when the
Plymouth went to her son, W.
Douglas Burden, a famed silent
film maker and explorer who led
an expedition to Komodo Island
and brought back a collection of
Komodo Dragons to Western
Civilization
in
1926.
The
expedition to the remote island is
said to have inspired the original
“King Kong” film.
After
1966,
the
car’s
whereabouts were unknown until
Haire found it in Burlington, Vt.,
in 1993.

A bright, shiny future

“I’m going to show it until the
‘new’ wears off and then it will be
a cruiser for beautiful days — no
wet, no threat of wet! It will be
just reserved for beautiful days,”
he says.
“I suppose this is America and
everything has a price, but it will
take somebody with a very deep
pocket to even get my attention.
No, this will go on to my
daughter and my grandson,
hopefully. My daughter grew up
in Plymouths. She learned to
drive in these cars and she has
an affinity for the cars and she
lives
in
California
where
everybody seems to have an
affinity for the woodies.”
Even with all the money,
sleepless nights and sweat equity
he has invested in the car, Haire
still considers himself profoundly
lucky.

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:
1970 CHEVELLE LS-6
CONVERTIBLE

Story and photos by Angelo Van Bogart
(Old Cars Weekly)

A wire fence separates the Iola
Old Car Show’s 4,430 swap
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spaces from its 2,000-some show
cars, and rarely do they mix. This
year, parts and show cars will
meet under and around the hood
of one particularly noteworthy
Chevrolet: an LS-6 Chevelle SS
454 convertible recently restored
by Darren Larson, its Marshfield,
Wis., owner.
“My family and friends have been
selling parts at Iola for over 20
years to help offset the extensive
costs of the restoration, with
many of the rare parts needed
actually coming from other Iola
vendors,” Larson said of his LS-6
Chevelle. “In a strange way, it’s
kind of a return ‘home’ to Iola
now that the car is complete.”
From a larger perspective, the
state of Wisconsin is home to this
hot Chevelle. After it was built
the second week of February at
Chevrolet’s Baltimore, Md., plant,
Larson’s LS-6 convertible was
delivered to Hults Chevrolet in
Madison, Wis., where it entered
dealer stock. The name of the
original owner and his intent with
the LS-6 has been lost to time,
but Larson knows the car never
strayed far from the selling
dealership.
“I believe that our car is even
more unique because it has lived
its entire life right here in
Wisconsin,” Larson said. “[It]
remained right here in Wisconsin
until we adopted her in 1998. We
then took over the challenge of
bringing the car back to its
former
glory
that
another
caretaker started in 1989.”
Not surprisingly, the path that
connected Larson and his LS-6
convertible is lined with other
Chevelles, beginning with a first-

year Super Sport he bought when
he was 14 years old.

“My first car was a 1964 Chevelle
SS that I literally dragged home
with a tractor and a chain,”
Larson said. “My dad, who’s a car
collector himself, saw us coming
and couldn’t believe his eyes. It
was a basket case, and my dad
knew the car well because he
remembered the car when it was
brand new and he knew the
original owner. He wanted to
know what I paid for it and what
I was thinking. I can’t even tell
you how many hours I spent
working on that car. I finally got
it done when I was 16.”

guy who liked the car and asked
if I restored old Chevelles,”
Larson said. “He said, ‘I have one
I think is worthy of restoration,’
and he gave me some basic
information and it was hard to
believe. He thought it was an L78
car, and it was all apart. It was
that old proverbial story when
someone starts a project they
can’t finish and they’re trying to
find someone to take up the
cause.
“I was pretty excited and I
looked at it the next day,” Larson
said. “It didn’t take long to figure
out this was a pretty unique car.
I knew enough about LS-6 cars
that I strongly suspected that it
was
a
super-rare,
highperformance [LS-6] car. I bought
it that day. I have never bought
a car that quickly.”

One Chevelle led to another, and
in 1990 Larson bought his dream
machine — an LS-6 1970
Chevelle SS 454 hardtop, which
he still owns.
“That was my ultimate dream car
— an LS-6,” he said. “When you
are into Chevelles that is the car.
That is the one in magazines
where you envy the guy who has
one.”
Even though that envy ended for
Larson in 1990 with the purchase
of his first LS-6, he had no choice
but to make room for the
convertible in 1998 — he just
didn’t know it.

Years in the “rust belt” were
evident on the convertible’s sheet
metal, and the original engine
and transmission were gone, but
Larson saw through it all to the
Cranberry Red beauty it could be
again. It’s not a heavily optioned
car, but it does have the most
important options of all to a
muscle Chevelle enthusiast: the
LS-6 454 engine, the M-22 Rock
Crusher four-speed transmission
and a Posi-Traction rear end.

“I had taken my LS-6 coupe to a
local car show in Wisconsin
Rapids and was approached by a

“It’s rather starkly optioned, but
that’s another reason that the car
is so unique today,” he said. “It
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does have the gauge package, so
it has the complete tach and
cluster — that is an option. It’s a
bench seat car, and it has a
manual convertible top, not a
power top. Probably one of the
more elaborate creature comforts
that it has is power steering,
which my other LS-6 car is a
manual steering car. A lot of
those LS-6s were bought by
owners who were looking to drive
real fast in a quarter mile, so
they ordered them very bare
bones, and this one is really no
exception to that.
“The car was originally built
without the ZL2 cowl-inducted
hood, so it has the domed SS
hood without the D88 dual
stripes and the hood pins that
are often associated with a Super
Sport Chevelle,” he added.
If Larson were able to turn back
the clock, he could have ordered
his
Chevelle
thousands
of
different ways. However, he’s
happy with exactly what he has
and remains in awe of the LS-6’s
450 hp.

“You could walk in to a dealer
and order the LS-6 or pick it up
on the showroom floor — that’s
just incredible to me,” Larson
said. “I can only imagine what it
was like to do that, to check
those boxes.”

There were many boxes that
could be checked when building a
Chevelle/Malibu for 1970, which
probably helped its popularity —
a
head-spinning
442,046
Malibu/Chevelle models were
built in the United States and
Canada for the model year.
For 1970, the base mid-size
Chevrolet was simply called the
Chevelle, and on top was the
Malibu. Engines offered on
Malibu’s and Chevelles started
with the base 250-cid, 155-hp
inline six. Optional engines
included the 307-, 350-, and 400cid V-8s.
The Super Sport package was
merchandised as the SS option
and returned for 1970 again in
SS 396 form, or buyers could opt
for a new SS 454 version. The
base engine for the sporty SS
was a 396-cid job (actually 402
cubic inches) with an increased
350 hp, or a factory-rated 375 hp
in L78 or L89 form. SS 454 cars
came with either the LS-5 454
good for an advertised 360 hp
and 500 lb.-ft. of torque at 3,200
rpm, or the conservatively rated
450-hp LS-6 four-bolt 454 with
500 lb.-ft. of torque at 3,600
rpm.
Under the skin, the 1970
Chevelle body actually dated to
the 1968 redesign of Chevrolet’s
version of the mid-size A-body.
In
1968
and
’69,
the
Chevelle/Malibu had a front grille
and headlamp arrangement that
aggressively leaned forward, and
then masterfully flowed to a
fastback roof line. For 1970, the
fastback coupe roof line ditched
the C-shape of the side rear
window in favor of a vertical rear
edge, but the real personality
change was seen in the grille and

the sculpted fenders. The dual
headlamps were now placed in
separate chrome housings set
into blunter, body-color panels
that flanked a split grille with a
painted panel between the two
horizontal openings. New bulging
quarter panels and matching
front fenders looked like the
rippled biceps on a ripped “gym
rat.” Even without the big-block
engine and SS call-outs, a 1970
Chevelle/Malibu looked like a
brutish machine that packed
punch.

At the rear, an angular, bodyintegrated bumper ran high
across the back and housed a
large rectangular tail lamp at
each
end.
Coupes
and
convertibles again featured a
112-inchwheelbase, while sedans
and station wagons had a 4-inchlonger stance.
Super Sports were offered only
as hardtop coupes, convertibles
and El Caminos for 1970, with
the SS 396 version selling a
whopping 49,826 cars in both
body styles. Meanwhile, the SS
454
numbers
remained
impressive
for
such
a
powerhouse car at the cusp of
rising gas and insurance prices:
4,475 LS-6 and 4,298 LS-5 cars
were sold with no break-out of
coupe, convertible or El Camino
body styles available. Of those
LS-6 versions, Larson suspects
less than 100 may have been LS-
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6 convertibles like his. Most of
those were raced, making
survivors rare commodities.
“The 1970 Chevelle LS-6 — with
its factory 450-horsepower rating
— was the high water mark for
Chevrolet and [it’s] still revered
as one of the fastest factory
muscle cars ever produced,”
Larson said. “A fact that helps
support that claim is that an LS6-equipped 1970 Chevelle SS 454
convertible driven by Ray Allen
was the NHRA Stock Division
Champion in 1970.”
Larson doesn’t know if his
Chevelle was destined for the
drag strip or mall strip, but its
missing engine and transmission
is an indication of a past that
went by fast. Fortunately, some
of the LS-6-specific engine
components remained, which
helped him restore the car to the
build sheet he found under the
back seat.

“It didn’t have its original motor,
so I started early on in the
process trying to find an engine
with a build date that would be
correct, and I ultimately found an
engine in Washington State,” he
said. “I bought it shortly after
buying the car and was lucky
enough to get it at a time when,
in a way, a normal guy like me
could afford it.”

Chevelle or a Studebaker, you
can find anything at Iola.”

Among the most difficult LS-6
parts Larson had to find was the
dual-snorkel air cleaner, which
went under the hood of cars
without the Cowl Induction set
up. Larson estimates less than
100 cars had the dual-snorkel air
cleaner, and the unit he
eventually found had to be
metal-worked back into shape.
An LS-6 “437” distributor also
had to be located. As an example
of the lofty prices LS-6-only parts
fetch, Larson said the distributors
can cost up to $4,000, if you are
lucky enough to find a real one.

As the parts came together,
Larson and his friends and family
worked on the car, replacing the
inner and outer quarter panels,
rockers and sections of the floor.
Whenever possible, the work was
completed in Larson’s garage, or
done locally, such as the engine
machine work. Larson has added
about 500 miles to the odometer
since completing the car in 2012,
and he’s very pleased with the
outcome. Even during the postrestoration break-in, he hasn’t
had any gremlins surface.

Other parts came from Madison
Classics’ Jefferson, Wis., spring
and fall meets, where Larson also
vended in order to fund LS-6 part
purchases.
“There is a reason why it took 15
years to restore the car,” he said.

Parts sourced by Larson at the
Iola Old Car Show include NOS
sheet metal and the correct,
“ultra-rare” deep grove LS-6
power steering pulley.

“It had its original radiator,
alternator,
intake
manifold,
engine pulleys and instrument
gauges with its 6,500 rpm tach —
all of those [LS-6 parts] were
there and it’s a good thing,
because those original parts are
now very expensive and hard to
track down,” he said.
Still, his “need” list took him
beyond the fields of Iola and
across the country.

“It shouldn’t surprise anybody,
but Iola has always been an
eclectic group of vendors if you
are willing to look and talk to
other vendors. The resources are
truly unlimited. If it’s an LS-6

“I’ve seen this car sit in the
garage for so long, so to take it
out and drive it is just a thrill,”
Larson said. “I knew this was a
rare car, but I knew I was going
to drive it. I can’t imagine owning
a car like this and not driving it.
It rides and drives like new.”
Given the value of LS-6
Chevelles, would he sell his oneyear-only treasure?
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“My dad has always told me that
everything has a price, but
sometimes that price is pretty
high. How do you find another
one? They are just not out there.
There is no way a guy like me
can
buy
another
LS-6
convertible.”
Visitors to this year’s Iola Old Car
Show will find Larson’s LS-6
convertible under the Teamed to
Learn tent of Iola ’13. As for
Larson, he’ll be in his usual
hangout — swap meet spaces AY
26-28.
“I am still going to Iola, selling
one piece at a time.”
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07/20
07/20
07/20

07/20
07/20
&
07/21

2013
07/13
07/13
07/14
07/14
07/13
&
07/14
07/16

07/16
07/18
to
07/19
07/19
07/19
to
07/21
07/19
to
07/21

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
James Valley Off Roaders
Races @ Wimbledon 1:00
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Speedway
Fair Races
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Off Roaders
Races @ Wishek 1:00
Jamestown, North Dakota
Car Show
Roughrider Chevrolets
Bismarck, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
CanAm Outlaws Extreme
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
ABRA 2nd Annual Car
Show
Roughrider Chevrolets
Bismarck, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Rod Run
Prairie Cruisers Car Club
Dickinson, North Dakota
Car Show
Car Craft Nationals
St. Paul, Minnesota
Oahe Speedway
NHRA Street Legal Races
Countdown to the Jam
Coca-Cola Points Race #6

07/20

07/21

07/21
07/22
to
07/27
07/25

07/25
07/25
07/26
to
07/28
07/27
07/27
07/27

4th Annual Junior Jam
Pierre, South Dakota
James Valley Off Roaders
Races @ Dazey 1:00
Jamestown, North Dakota
Car Show
Shuffle to Buffalo
Buffalo, North Dakota
Jamestown Speedway
NOSA Sprint Car Special
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
TintMasters Street Legal
Day
Sabin, Minnesota
Brainerd International
Bracket Drag Racing
Race 4 World Series
Brainerd, Minnesota
James Valley Off Roaders
Races @ Lidgerwood 1:00
Vinnies Mud Bogg
Jamestown, North Dakota
Car Show
Paul Bunyan Vintage Auto
Show. Contact 218-4442840
Brainerd, Minnesota
Buffalo City Karting
Race #6
Jamestown, North Dakota
Car Show & Rod Run
National Impala
Association
Spearfish, South Dakota
Rod Run
Swanks Car Club
Cruise to Casselton
Contact: Gary 701-2615738
Casselton, North Dakota
Cruise & Supper
Custom Cruisers
Aberdeen, South Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Car Show & Rod Run
Gathering of Goats
Ft Ransom State Park ND
Jamestown Speedway
Amsoil Qualifier Night
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Car Show
Suedes Car Club
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07/27

07/28

07/28
07/26
to
07/28
07/31
08/01
to
08/03
08/02
to
08/04
08/02
08/03
08/04

08/03
08/04
08/07
08/09
to
08/11

08/10
08/10
08/11
08/11

Run 81
Hillsboro, North Dakota
Car Show
29th Annual Weekend of
Wheels Car Show
Contact: Kelli 218-4924201
Grand Rapids, Minnesota
James Valley Off Roaders
Races @ Forman 1:00
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
National Dragster
Challenge
Sabin, Minnesota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Airport 1/8 mile Drag Race
Jamestown, North Dakota
Brainerd International
Wends day Night Drags
Brainerd, Minnesota
Car Show & Rod Run
Bottineau Crazy Days
Bottineau, North Dakota
Brainerd International
Bracket Drag Racing
Race 5
Brainerd, Minnesota
Oahe Speedway
NHRA Street Legal Races
Shootout Races
Coca-Cola Points Race #6
National Dragster
Challenge
Pierre, South Dakota
Top End Dragways
Hot Rod Drags
Sabin, Minnesota
Car Show
Mustangs & Fords
Bismarck, North Dakota
Cruise & Supper
Custom Cruisers
Aberdeen, South Dakota
Car Show & Rod Run
Dakota Rodders
Granny Run
Grand Rapids, North
Dakota
Jamestown Speedway
NLRA Late Model Special
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Buffalo City Karting
Race #7
Jamestown, North Dakota

08/13
08/15
to
08/18
08/17
08/17
08/17
08/17
08/18
08/18
08/18
08/21
08/21
08/22
08/24
08/24
08/24
08/25
08/29
08/30
08/31

09/01
09/02
08/30
09/01

James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Brainerd International
Lucas Oil NHRA Nationals
Brainerd, Minnesota
James Valley Off Roaders
Races @ Horace 1:00
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Speedway
Back to school night
Jamestown, North Dakota
Car Show
Crookston Classic Cruisers
Crookston, Minnesota
Oahe Speedway
Shootout Races Quick 8
Coca-Cola Points Race #7
Pierre, South Dakota
James Valley Off Roaders
Races @ Jamestown 1:00
Jamestown, North Dakota
Buffalo City Karting
Race #8
Final Race
Jamestown, North Dakota
Brainerd International
Wednesday Night Drags
Brainerd, Minnesota
Cruise & Supper
Custom Cruisers
Aberdeen, South Dakota
James Valley Off Roaders
Races @ Mapleton 1:00
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Speedway
Season Championship
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Oahe Speedway
Thunder on the Prairie
Car Show downtown Pierre
NHRA Street Legal Races
Coca-Cola Points Race #8
Junior Dragsters
Thunderstruck Jet
Dragster
Coca-Cola Points Race #9
Coca-Cola Points Race #10
Pierre, South Dakota
Brainerd International
Muscle Car Shootout
Grand Finale
Brainerd, Minnesota
Car Show, Auction, Races

08/30
09/01
08/31

08/31

09/01
09/04
09/04
09/04
09/07
09/08
09/13
09/15
09/13
&
09/15
09/13
to
09/15
09/15

09/17
09/20
09/21

09/21

09/20
09/21
09/22
09/21
09/21

Motor Magic Weekend
Minot, North Dakota
Jamestown Speedway
MW Mod Special
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
TintMasters Street Legal
Day
Sabin, Minnesota
Jamestown Speedway
Street Stock Special
Jamestown, North Dakota
Cruise & Supper
Custom Cruisers
Aberdeen, South Dakota
Brainerd International
Wednesday Night Drags
Brainerd, Minnesota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Brainerd International
Season Finale
Brainerd, Minnesota
Heartland Park
ET Finals
Topeka, Kansas
Brainerd International
CRA Superbike Racing
Brainerd, Minnesota
James Valley Off Roaders
Races @ Jamestown 1:00
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Speedway
42nd Annual
Stock-car Stampede
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Don Wilhelm Inc.
3rd Annual Car Show
Jamestown, North Dakota
Oahe Speedway
National Open Test-nTune
Stc/SStk Combo
Drag Sled
Finals Class Races
Pierre, South Dakota
James Valley Off Roaders
Races @ Enderlin 1:00
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
TintMasters Street Legal
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09/22
09/22
09/28
09/29
08/02
to
08/04

10/05

10/05
10/06
10/12
10/13
10/13

10/15
10/26

10/26
10/27
11/12

12/17

Day
2 Day Event
Sabin, Minnesota
Cruise & Supper
Custom Cruisers
Aberdeen, South Dakota
Top End Dragways
Mid-West Wild Bunch
Sabin, Minnesota
Brainerd International
Bracket Drag Racing
Race 6
Brainerd, Minnesota
Top End Dragways
TintMasters Street Legal
Day
Sabin, Minnesota
Oahe Speedway
Fall Finale Shootout
Fall Finale Class Races
Pierre, South Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Swap Meet
Roadsters Twin Cities
Contact: Jack 612-8494916
St. Paul, Minnesota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Speedway
Banquet
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Final "Big Money
Weekend"
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Awards Banquet
Jamestown, North Dakota

SWAP SHOP

For Sale:
WIDE ASSORTMENT OF
PROJECT CARS
Call for list
Myke Baugh
701-320-7660

For Sale:
1977 CHEVROLET
CAMARO Z/28 454

For Sale:
1990 CADILLAC
DEVILLE

Runs and drives great, excellent
highway mileage, very good
condition. New tires, 152,000
miles, straight body, no rust.
Asking $3000 or best offer.
Dave Olson
701-252-3257

1977 Camaro Z28. 454 BB,
450hp, posi, ps, pb, Disc
changer. Completely restored.
99% original except the digital
dash and hood (needed a
different one for the Big Block).
Approx 6600 miles on the
"restore". Same owner since
1983. $19,900.
Scott Block
701-269-3119
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For Sale:
1964 Buick Skylark
Coupe

1964 Buick Skylark two door. 300
V8. Gold interior and exterior.
Asking $4000
Leo Goll
701-223-3114

For Sale:
1971 CHEVROLET K1500

No Engine. Have transmission
and all the rest of the drive train.
Great restoration possibilities.
Asking $2200 or best offer.
Taylor Vining
701-269-3205

CLUB SITES
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