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February 19 we’ll talk more in
depth on this subject.
I would like to congratulate the
Jamestown Classic Car Club for
the great work they did on
organizing the Winter Car show
they had on Saturday February
9th at the Jamestown Civic
Center. Golly, with 2 weeks to
organize the show I understand it
was a success. Great Job guys!
Well, until the next meeting …
See ya!

COMICAL STORY

Southern Security System

Written by Skovy

Hello everybody! I’m back from
vacation and ready to roll again.
It was great taking a break with
family members. Everybody is
safe, my cousin and myself did
leave some Tequila for the rest of
you in Mexico (Although we did
try to empty their coffers).
There is a bunch of stuff
happening around Jamestown
and the James Valley Street
Machines. You will notice there
is a new article in the “RUMBLER”
called “Around Mill Hill”. What
this article does is rate different

businesses around the area so
our 1350 readers can see all the
great things happening around
the area. Being an implant from
Bismarck/Mandan I was surprised
at the quality of business and life
in this area. It’s unbelievable!

HOW
TO
SOUTHERN
SYSTEM

INSTALL
A
SECURITY

A) Go to Goodwill and buy
a pair of size 14-16
men’s work boots.
B) Place then on your front
porch along with a copy
of Guns & Ammo
magazine.
C) Put 4 giant dog dishes
next to the boots and
magazine.
D) Leave a note on your
door that reads:

My computer decided to go to
the computer gods on the 1st of
January. It was still using XP as
an operating system. When CSI
put the new computer in it was
Windows 7. WOW! I had to learn
how to use the new system for
work. Because of that the
“RUMBLER” was late last month.
I’m now well versed in windows 7
… NOT but will be on time now.

Bubba,

At our last meeting we agreed to
3 runs for 2013. There were
some destination suggestions
made. At our next meeting on

Me and Marcel, Donne ray and
Jimmy Earl went for some more
ammo and beer. Be back in an
hour. Don’t mess with the Pit

Page |3
Runnin’ O The Green on March
16

Bulls. They got the mailman this
morning and messed him up real
bad.
I don’t think Killer took part, but
it was hard to tell from all the
blood. Anyway, I locked all four
of them in the house. Better wait
outside.

SEARLE SWEDLUND
Executive Director

Be right back.

Buffalo City Tourism welcomes
Searle Swedlund as Incoming
Executive Director. He will
officially take over the post the
end of March. He will make a
great addition to tourism and to
the community of Jamestown
and Stutsman County.

Cooter

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE
MONTH OF JANUARY
Andy Gray
02/01
Steve “Skovy” Jaskoviak 02/04
Troy Thomas
02/09
Jodi Huebner
02/12
Taylor Vining
02/15
Kathleen Gehring
02/16
Gary Specht
02/21
Les Specht
02/25

Miss your birthday? Please
contact me at 701-202-7067
whereas I can update your
records.

For more details on these and
other upcoming events, see the
calendar in this newsletter or visit
us at www.tourjamestown.com
We will be premiering our new
and improved website in the near
future – be watching for it!

Searle
Swedlund,
Director, BCTF
Mark your calendars – there
are plenty of fun activities
coming up in Jamestown!
Listed below are just a few:

Executive

AROUND MILL HILL

FEBRUARY:
Sports & Recreation Show on
February 15-17 at the Civic
Center
Ice Fishing Derby on February
15-16
at
the
Jamestown
Reservoir
Russell Peterson Jazz Quartet on
February 22 at the Reiland Fine
Arts Center
The AII Men’s College Basketball
Championships on February 2224 at the Civic
Class B Region 3 Boys Basketball
Tourney on February 25,26 and
28 at the Civic
MARCH:
Home & Garden Show on March
8-10 at the Civic Center

Around Mill Hill is going to be a
monthly evaluation of area
businesses. If you are a paid
member of the JVSM and would
like to take part in this program,
please
let
me
know
Skovy@donwilhelm.com and I
will add your name to the list.
Last month, Shawn Erdahl, Dawn
Erdahl, Taylor Vining and myself
went to the Buffalo City
Rotisserie Grill and evaluated the
service and food we received.
Mind you, this article is not
written to slam and business, but
it is written to make the public
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aware of services the Jamestown
residence are getting.
Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5
rating. A number 5 is the best
rating and a 0 rating is area
needing work. There is a total of
600 points to be scored. 30
points per line and there are 20
fields that are evaluated.
Again, these evaluations
for the intention for
anybody fired or to
business. It is a fact
mission.

are not
getting
slam a
finding

“Buffalo City Rotisserie Grill”

Meals were … Shrimp Scampi
(Dawn Erdahl, Skovy), Salmon
Wellington (Shawn Erdahl, Taylor
Vining).

MEET & GREET:

1. Convey the feeling that
you were a valued
customer:
15 points 50.00%
2. Seat you and deliver
menus in a courteous
manner:
20 points 67.00%
3. Was the staff properly
attired?
25 points 83.00%

SERVER:

1. Suggest a beverage or
specialty drink:
00 points 0.00%
2. Appear
to
be
knowledgeable about the
menu items:
10 Points 33.00%

3. Remain
attentive
throughout the dining
experience:
13 Points 43.00%
4. Mention/Offer Appetizer?
Options:
0 points 0.00%

APPETIZER:

1. Serve the soup or salad
within a reasonable time:
16 Points 53.00%
2. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
29 points 97.00%

ENTRÉE:

1. Were
appropriate
condiments served?
15 Points 50.00%
2. Check back to ensure
that your meal was
satisfactory:
22 Points 73.00%
3. Offer
refills
on
beverage/drinks:
13 Points 43.00%
4. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
28 points 93.00%

DESERT:

1. Mention/Offer
Desert?
Options:
10 Points 33.00%
2. Was the order correct,
complete and properly
prepared?
28 points 93.00%

GENERAL:

1. Did they appear to be
busy and efficient in their
work?
20 Points 67.00%
2. Were the tables properly
bussed?
28 Points 93.00%
3. Did
the
bartenders
appear
neat
and

professional
in
their
appearance?
29 Points 100.00%
4. Did the overall dining
experience
meet
or
exceed
your
expectations:
21 Points 70.00%
5. Were
there
enough
employees to take care
of guests?
19 points 63.00%
5. TOTAL POINTS:
362 points 60.33%

EVALUATION:

When the server was asked what
wine she would suggest we
received an “I don’t know”
response.
A bottle of Joe Gott was ordered
by one of the evaluators and the
server told us “We don’t have
that”. One of the bartenders
(Grant) came over to our table to
make sure our drinks were to
satisfaction and was asked when
Joe Gott was discontinued. He
informed us it was in stock and
brought us a bottle.
We were told the Salmon
Wellington was on a bed of rice
when we were trying to figure
out what sides to order. When
the Salmon was served there was
no rice on the plate.
It was given that on the night of
the evaluation, the restaurant
was full and that did make a
small difference on the evaluation
process. All of us had to say the
meal was fabulous. The cooks
(Even under pressure) had the
meals to us in a timely manner
and the taste was out of this
world.
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The bar staff was on top of their
game and did a great job. It’s
great seeing in a community the
size
of
Jamestown
that
professionalism is shown to all in
attendance by the bar staff.
Kudu’s to your bar staff.

BACK IN THE DAY
Skip McMurray's '62 Impala
409 And '69 COPO 427
Camaro
By Doug Marion, Photography by Doug
Marion

Suggestions at this time would be
training of wait staff of wine
options. The ambiance of the
facility is fantastic and relaxing.
Outside of some training issues
we can see eating at the Buffalo
City Rotisserie Grill in the future.
In talking with Paul Butenhoff,
the manager, he informed me
that he would like for us to come
evaluate the facility in the near
future. I’m all for it.
Incidentally, Paul did tell me they
had a great Sunday Brunch that
you should all try.
Come on over to the Buffalo City
Rotisserie Grill and give them a
try. Prices are reasonable. And it
is a pub where everybody knows
your name!

Chicago, 1964: Skip McMurray
was a 17-year-old in high school,
working part-time at the old CMA
Community Discount store on
Harlem Avenue. He was driving a
'57 Chevy Power Pack 283 Sport
Coupe at the time. One day at
work he heard about a '62
Impala that was about to be put
up for sale. It was said to be
black and had a red bench seat
interior. Skip's dad had been
thinking about buying himself a
car, and after Skip told him what
he knew, the pair checked it out
the following Saturday morning.

As the back alley garage door
opened, Skip's first view was the
front fender engine emblems,
and his heart skipped a beat
when he spotted the 283 "V"
scripts. A closer look revealed a
factory four-speed floor shift and
a column-mounted, chromed
factory tachometer. Meanwhile,
his dad slid behind the wheel and
had good things to say about the
low
mileage
and
like-new
condition.
Skip quietly opened the hood,
becoming ecstatic when he
realized the car's original engine
was a dual-quad 409. He quickly
shut it, kept a straight face and
didn't say a word.
His dad drove the Impala around
the block, and then offered the
owner $1,950 cash. Sold! Skip
congratulated his dad on his
purchase and bided his time.
Sure enough, after a week or so
of driving, his dad complained
about poor fuel economy. Not
only that, but the rear tires kept
squealing when he stepped on
the throttle a little too hard.
That's when Skip offered to trade
his '57 in exchange for his dad's
new gas hog. There were some
payments due in the ensuing
haggling, but his dad accepted
and the Impala was Skip's.
The following year, with some
performance tuning at Chapman
Automotive and soft-rubber butyl
rear tires, Skip drove the Impala
to mid-13 E.T.'s at Great Lakes
Dragways in Union Grove,
Wisconsin. Then in mid-1966,
old' Skip got his official U.S. Army
draft notice from Uncle Sam, so
he had no other choice but to sell
his 409 Impala. He received a
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letter from a friend telling him
that the car had been stolen, its
body later found stripped in an
alley. (Sad to say, 409s were the
No. 1 target of car thieves back
then.)

torrid Camaro that was just like
those from back in the day:
Modified, still easy to drive, and
super

on and is told the story. The
girlfriend laughs. "Well, duhhh!
You need to roll up the windows
first, silly!"

CLASSIC CAR
SUMMARY:
1965 PONTIAC 2+2
COMICAL STORY

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old
Cars Weekly)

Fast-forward to 1996. Skip had
owned some nice Chevys up to
then, but the itch for a '69
Camaro grew unbearable. He has
known a guy since the '70s who
restored all the hot performance
Chevys and was trustworthy. Did
Skip want a numbers-matching
Chevy? Not really-just something
to enjoy and have fun with. Enter
a rust-free, '69 Hugger Orange
Camaro SS from California. It had
recently been gone through and
the stock L48 350 was replaced
with a Lunati-cammed 427, plus
a 12-bolt rearend with 4.10s.
We ran into Skip and his wife at
the Fred Gibb Memorial Car
Show, in LaHarpe, Illinois, a few
years ago. Looking just like a
COPO, we stopped to check the
'69 out. It was nice to see a

Hail Dents.
A not-too-bright but beautiful
blonde was driving home one
night when she was caught in a
terrible storm. The hailstones
were as big as golf balls, and her
car was dented badly.
Next day at the auto shop, a
repairman decided to have a little
fun at her expense. "To fix the
dents in the body," he said,
"drive home, park the car, and
when the tailpipe is cool, get
down on your knees and blow
really hard into the tailpipe, and
the dents will pop out.
Later, a girlfriend of the blonde is
driving by and sees her friend on
her knees, blowing hard into the
tailpipe. She asks what's going

Phil Rauch was in training to
restore old cars long before he
knew it. Rauch never could have
guessed that his affinity for
assembling plastic models would
pay off so handsomely when he
finally moved up to the real
thing, but he is convinced there
is a connection between the
replicas that used to sit on his
dresser and the stunning 1965
Pontiac 2+2 that now sits in his
garage.
“I built a million model cars when
I was younger,” recalls the West
Allis, Wis., resident. “I would just
meticulously build and detail
them — every little thing. So the
way I looked at this was just like
a model car. The parts were just
bigger and heavier.
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“I used to make little plug wires
out of my mom’s sewing thread
… I’d take springs out of ballpoint
pens to make active suspension
… Oh yeah, I was into it. Building
model cars definitely did help, big
time.”

of any kind, when his former
brother-in-law convinced him to
take the 2+2 back in 1975.
Rauch says he didn’t exactly
jump at the chance to drag the
car home, but he trusted his
brother-in-law’s advice and took
a chance.
“[He] sold it to me for $250, and
at the time it wasn’t running,” he
said. “He was looking to sell the
car and he would rather sell it to
me because he knew I would put
it back together, which I did. All
my cars I kept really nice and
clean. That’s just the way I was –
meticulous. People say I’m
meticulous, he just called me
anal.

Rauch spent 25 long years
working on his award-winning
Pontiac. He was clearly never in a
hurry to finish the project. It was
more important to him to get
every detail right before he
moved on to the next step — not
because he wanted to collect
trophies and make the car a
celebrity, but because it was just
his nature to do things carefully.

Rauch was definitely not in the
market for a fixer-upper, or a car

The more homework Rauch did
on the 2+2 nameplate, the more
enamored he became with his
project car. And there was a lot
to like with the fanciest members
of the Catalina lineup. The 2+2s
were big, powerful, highly
optioned cars that earned high
marks in almost every category,
but were still relatively scarce.
Rauch figured he had really hit
the jackpot because his car had
the desirable 421 H.O. engine
option, only minor rust problems,
relatively low miles and all its
parts. “I started researching it
and came to find out that they
didn’t make many of them,” he
said. “This one was all faded out.
It had four flats. He let
somebody use it and they
basically blew the motor up –
basically wrecked the rings. They
just overwound it. They didn’t do
anything to it internally, just
broke a bunch of piston rings.
“It had a spot maybe the size of
a silver dollar behind the wheels
in the rear quarter panels that
were the only real rust spots on
it.”

“He always told me that it will
probably be worth money when
it’s done. Well, I knew nothing. I
was just a novice at restoring
cars at the time and I just took
his word for it. He had a lot of
hot cars, lot of hot Chevys back
then. This was just a used car at
the time. It wasn’t running, but it
was all there.”
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The car’s original owner lived in
Ionia, Mich., but the car had
changed hands several times by
the time Rauch got it in 1975. “It
had come to Rank & Son Buick in
Milwaukee in 1968,” he said. “I’m
the fifth or sixth owner. My
brother-in-law was a business
owner, and somebody owed him
money and they basically gave
him the car. That’s the story I
got, anyway. How true it is, I
don’t know.”

carpeting and all the standard
Catalina goodies.

Pontiac first unveiled its 2+2
option for its 1964 Catalina sport
coupe and convertible. A year
later, the 2+2 became a more
substantial
$418.54
“sports
option”
package that
took
advantage of new styling and a
chassis redesign for all full-sized
Pontiacs. The result was an
extremely attractive automobile
with outstanding performance.

Buyers could also get a 421 HO
version with 376 horses and a
thrilling 461 lbs.-ft. of torque at
3,600
rpm.
Replacing
the
standard Carter AFB four-barrel
carburetor was Pontiac’s TriPower setup featuring three twobarrel
carburetors.
It
was
possible to equip the Catalina
2+2 with a “ride and handling
package” consisting of extra-stiff
front and rear springs, heavierduty shock absorbers, a front
sway bar, eight-lug aluminum
combination brake drum/wheels,
quicker-ratio power steering, a
tachometer, a gauge package
and a close-ratio four-speed
manual transmission.

The 2+2s were available as
either two-door hardtops or
convertibles. The 421 big-blocks
under the hood immediately gave
the cars some credibility with the
high-horsepower crowd, and the
big power plant was wrapped in
a handsome body with a bold
“ship’s prow” front end with
stacked headlamps and the
signature Pontiac divided grille.
Front fender louvers and 2+2
emblems on the hood, rear
fenders and rear deck all set the
2+2 models apart from their
Catalina kin.

The base 2+2 engine was now
Pontiac’s 421-cid V-8 with a
10.5:1 compression ratio and a
four-barrel carburetor. Its ratings
were 338 hp at 4,600 rpm and
459 lbs.-ft. of torque at 2,800
rpm. The standard transmission
was an all-Synchromesh closeratio four-speed with a Hurst
shifter. Pontiac specified a 3.42:1
standard axle ratio for the 2+2.
It provided excellent all-around
performance as reflected in the
car’s 0-to-60 mph time of 7.2
seconds, its 0-to-100 time of 20.5
seconds and a standing-start
quarter-mile completed in 15.8
seconds at 88 mph.

Other standard 2+2 amenities
included bucket seats, dual
exhaust, heavy-duty springs and
shocks, chrome air cleaner and
rocker
covers,
pinstriping,
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The 2+2’s hot new GTO cousin
grabbed much of the headlines at
the time and is often referred to
as the first true muscle car, but
it’s not hard to argue that the
2+2 was more potent. In one
magazine test, a 389-cid/335-hp
GTO convertible went 0-to-60
mph in 7.2 seconds and did the
quarter-mile in 16.1 seconds. The
1965 Catalina 2+2 hardtop with
the 338-hp 421 did 0-to-60 mph
in 7.4 seconds and the quartermile in 15.8 seconds. The 1965
Catalina 2+2 hardtop with the
376-hp 421 was even faster. It
could do 0-to-60 mph in 7.2
seconds and the quarter-mile
took 15.5 seconds.

With a base list price of $3,287,
the Catalina 2+2 were a
tremendous
performance
bargain, yet it got a bit lost in the
muscle car shuffle of the day.
“Back in the day, you didn’t read
much about them or there
weren’t many publications about
them,” Rauch noted. “But if you
go back and look, the 2+2 was
built to be a backup car to the
GTO. That was the idea behind
the car. Also, they built the 2+2
to get the younger generation
interested in Pontiac. They didn’t
know how the GTO would go, so
they took a baseline Catalina and
muscled it up with options … The
2+2 names they borrowed from
Ferrari. They tried to get a sports
car image to get the younger
people in, and it was a backup
car for the GTO, so if that didn’t

sell like they hoped, Pontiac
could fall back on the B-body car.
“But the GTO sold a lot better
than the 2+2, so it only ran the
four model years…. You don’t
read that much about them,
because they were basically a
high-performance grocery getter.
They called it the GTO’s big
brother, but they would get up
and go and keep up with the best
of them.”

For
many
years,
Rauch
performed a “rolling restoration”
on the car. He drove the car on
and off while he was working on
it — in part because he wasn’t in
a hurry, but also because he
didn’t have much room at home
to work on the car. “I’m just a
novice so I’d just do a little here,
little there. There were a few
years when I didn’t do anything
to it. I’d take it to Union Grove
[Raceway], run it a few times,
and then take it home. It was
running during all that time, but
it had primer spots all over it,” he
said.

Amazingly, the car’s fabulous allblack interior is entirely original
except for the carpeting.
“Once I found out the rarity of it,
I decided, because everything
was there, just to make it
original, including the interior,”
Rauch said. “The interior is
original. A friend of mine who is
an upholsterer … told me to use
only Murphy’s Oil Soap. That’s all
I’ve ever used on it. The dash
and everything is probably as
pliable as the day the Naugahyde
was made. Murphy’s Oil Soap
was the ticket, oh yeah.

“And everything mechanically is
original. It’s got the 421 H.O TriPower with factory headers. It’s
all
correct.
It’s
got
the
transistorized ignition, pointless
distributor, which came out on
the early ’Vettes; transistorized
voltage regulator; heavy-duty
cooling, heavy-duty suspension;
Air-lift shocks in back; AM/FM;
power antenna with the reverb.
It’s got the reading lamps, with
map reading lights that shine
over your shoulder. Vacuum
trunk release. A lot of neat stuff.
The close-ratio Muncie fourspeed is original to the car, as far
as I know.”
In recent years, Rauch and his
bright
white
Pontiac
have
assembled quite a collection of
AACA and Pontiac Oakland Club
International hardware. The car
has earned all its sequential
AACA honors, including its
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Preservation Award, and scored
as high as 397 out of 400 in POCI
points judging. “I think the
lowest it’s gotten was 393,”
Rauch said. “When it got 397, it
was because they said I had the
wrong-colored shocks, but I ran
into a guy who worked on the
Pontiac assembly line in 1965
and I told him about it and he
just laughed… He said the shocks
could have been green, they
could have been blue, and they
could have been any other color.
Back then they didn’t have a
computerized system to order
parts. If they had a big order on
a car, they’d send somebody out
to a parts house and buy up all
the parts they had to fit the car.”

barely breaks the scale at 4,000
lbs. It’s big, but it’s not that
heavy. When you want to pass,
it’s no problem. The worst part is
when you merge on the on ramp;
you have to slow down to match
traffic because you’re doing well
over 55.”

had,” he noted. “And they all
regret getting rid of them
because they are such a fun car
to drive.”

Rauch still laughs about the time
back in about 2000 when a
lawman invited him to break the
speed limit any time he wanted
— just not in the 2+2. The man
in blue wanted the car for
himself. “I had a police chief
come up to me in Grand Rapids,
Mich., and he got his checkbook
out and said ‘How much do you
want for it?’ I told him I didn’t
want to sell it and he said, ‘I’ll
give you whatever you want for
it. I had one like this, and I wish
I’d never gotten rid of it. I’ll write
you a check for as much as you
want, and you can speed through
my town anytime you want!’
“I don’t even know what town it
was. It was down south
somewhere.”

Muscle Cars, No Midlife
Crisis Required

After taking his $250 beater and
turning it into a shining star,
Rauch isn’t listening to any
offers, and after 35 years of
ownership, he’s not in the mood
for seller’s remorse.
His 2+2 has about 62,000 miles
on it these days and Rauch is
slowly adding to that total. He
tries to exercise the car regularly
and not get so protective of the
car that he spends all his time
worrying about it. “I drive it more
than I trailer it,” he said. “It’s just
awesome. Just gobs of torque. It
just gets up and goes. It’s a fun
car to drive. It’s nimble. It looks
big, it’s 17-1/2-feet long, but it

This story and photos are by Joseph B.
White – Wall Street Journal.

Detroit muscle-car mania is back.

“When I’m out showing the car, a
lot of people come by and talk
about cars and the 2+2s they

For the first time since the Carter
administration, three big Detroit
brands, Ford, Chevrolet and
Dodge, all offer rear-wheel-drive
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coupes that boast a distinctively
American blend of in-your-face
styling and big horsepower
numbers.

under the hood. It is an attitude
that says, "Hey, look at me!" he
adds.
For Detroit car makers that were
struggling to survive just two
years ago, the buzz generated by
muscle cars provides a muchneeded shot in the arm for their
brands. The official Mustang
Facebook page, for instance, has
more than 1.5 million followers—
about twice as many as the Ford
Motor Co. Facebook page.

How big? Try a 444-horsepower
2012 Ford Mustang Boss 302,
which can be ordered with a
special "Laguna Seca" package
that essentially makes it a streetlegal race car. Or consider the
forthcoming 2012 Chevy Camaro
ZL1 that will deliver 550
horsepower
from
its
supercharged V-8. Meanwhile,
Chrysler LLC offers a Dodge
Challenger model with a 470horsepower Hemi engine that can
run from 0 to 60 miles per hour
in under five seconds.
These monster engines are
shoehorned into back-to-thefuture body styles that telegraph
the core target market for the
cars: baby boomers that lusted
for these cars in their teens and
20s, but settled for Japanese
compacts, minivans and sportutility vehicles. Equally important
to Detroit marketers, though, is
capturing the imagination of car
enthusiasts who don't remember
the '60s and '70s — they weren't
born yet.
"It's
the
attitude
of
the
customer,"
less
than
demographics, says Mustang
brand manager Jim Owens, who
has a customized Mustang of his
own that packs 650 horsepower

But similar to the mid-1970s,
when fuel prices soared and new
regulations forced auto makers to
shift strategies, a cloud is
gathering over the muscle-car
party just as it is revs up. Amid
gyrating gas prices, the Obama
administration is pushing a
proposal that could boost fueleconomy standards to 56 or 60
mpg by 2025, leaving muscle-car
makers with some tough choices
down the road.

The current revival "can last for a
few more years until the fueleconomy standards become ever
tougher," says retired GM Vice
Chairman Bob Lutz, the patron of
the Camaro's rebirth. To raise
fuel economy, future muscle cars

might feature the super-efficient
eightor
nine-speed
transmissions
beginning
to
appear in luxury cars, or have
electric-hybrid systems, though
these technologies would add
thousands to the cost of the car,
Mr. Lutz says.
High mileage standards could
make V-8 engines an expensive
rarity, says Jeff Schuster of the
market research firm J.D. Power
and Associates. But Mr. Schuster
says muscle-car style could
survive in more affordable cars
that simply used smaller engines
under the hood.
"You'd
see
V-6
or
even
turbocharged four cylinders," he
says. Buyers could get "a muscle
shell, but not the muscle car."

For the time being, though, the
new approach appears to be
working. Sales of the Camaro and
Challenger rose 13% and 10%,
respectively, in June, outpacing
growth in sales of all passenger
cars, according to Autodata Corp.
Mustang sales slipped 2%, but on
average, customers paid more
than $36,000 to buy one, up
nearly 12% from a year earlier,
according
to
data
from
AutoTrader.com.
"The performance per dollar was
hard to beat," says Juan Barnett
a
30-year-old
Defense
Department employee who drives
a 412-horsepower, V-8 Mustang
GT around Washington, D.C., and
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maintains a blog for enthusiasts.
Nostalgia for the late '60s
Mustangs had little to do with his
purchase, he says, since the
Mustang GT is a fast, sporty car
that can still accommodate a
child seat for the baby he and his
wife are expecting.
Car lovers of a certain age may
like to reminisce about the glory
days of American muscle, but
buyers of today's muscle cars are
getting better vehicles by every
measure, beyond just room for a
baby seat.
The 1967 Camaro Z28, for
example, had a V-8 engine rated
at 290 horsepower. That's less
than the V-6 version of the 2011
Camaro, rated at 312 horsepower
and 29 mpg on the highway.
About half of Mustangs and twothirds of Camaros are rolling onto
the street with efficient, but
strikingly powerful V-6 engines,
as consumers hedge against high
gas prices. Today's muscle cars
also come with airbags, stability
control and robust brakes, which
were all lacking in the classics.
Chevrolet marketing executive
John Fitzpatrick says Camaro
buyers cluster in two age
bands—20 to 30 years old, and
45 to 55.
"We definitely see more than a
baby boomer audience," he says.
GM's successful tie-in with the
popular "Transformer" movie
series is one element of the auto
maker's strategy for cultivating
the
next
generation
of
enthusiasts. Chevy is launching a
limited run "Bumblebee" Camaro,
with a distinctive yellow paint job
and bold black stripes that looks

like the Camaro that transforms
into a fighting robot in the latest
Transformers film.

auto-industry press that the car
and its strongly retro styling
statement won't last.

Angela Naff of Henry, Va., says
she bought her first Camaro in
1995. Now she's a collector and
owns six of the new models,
which she drives to gatherings at
the Charlotte Motor Speedway in
North Carolina and other places
where enthusiasts show off their
cars and swap stories.

Chrysler says it has worked to
upgrade the car's performance,
adding a new 305 horsepower V6 engine that gets 27 mpg on the
highway, up from 25 mpg for the
previous V6. The Challenger
SRT8's Hemi engine has a
feature that shuts off four
cylinders to save fuel on the
highway, and the interior of the
car has been reworked. Sales are
up 14% so far this year.

"It's just a passion," says Ms.
Naff, a personal-fitness trainer
who runs a website for Camaro
fans. She keeps an eye out for
Camaros with unusual colors or
option packages to add to her
collection. "They had an orange
with white stripes," she says.
"We jumped on that."

As for Dodge, the Challenger ran
behind the Mustang and Camaro
in sales years ago, and it does
again today, selling about 3,300
a month or less than half the
Camaro's and Mustang's sales in
June. Those sales figures have
prompted speculation in the

And last year, Chrysler offered a
"Furious Fuchsia" Challenger in a
limited run of just 400 cars.

These low-volume variations of
modern muscle cars have a shot
at becoming collectors' items in
30 years, just as their 1960s and
1970s originals are today.
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CLASSIC CAR
SUMMARY:
1973 OPEL RALLYE
MANTA

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old
Cars Weekly)

Vern Rieckmann has a pretty
simple explanation for why he’s
so smitten with his 1973 Opel
Rallye Manta — a fun, flashy little
blast from Buick’s past.
“I’m just an old German!” he
laughs. “My grandparents came
from Germany. I speaka the
Deutsch! In 1955 I was in the
United States Air Force. I was an
aircraft engine mechanic and
they sent me to Munich,
Germany. I was in Germany for
2-1/2 years and I’ve seen lots of
Opels over there and I’ve seen
lots of MGs and all that stuff,
German Fords and what have
you, and I just got interested in
’em.”
Rieckmann,
a
resident
of
Neenah, Wis., bought his first
Rallye Manta almost new in 1972,
and he hasn’t been without one
since. For a while, he had a
matching pair — his original
yellow-and-black ’71, and the
blue-and-black ’73 that he still
owns. Having his and hers Rallye
Mantas in the garage was pure
Opel Heaven for Rieckmann until

the yellow car became the
casualty of a collision. “I just
loved that car and we had it until
probably
1979,
and
unfortunately, my son was
driving it and a lady went
through a stop sign and just
about totaled it. It made me sick
to my stomach. I still have
picture somewhere of the two
[cars] sitting together. They were
a matched set.”
Rieckmann bought his original
yellow ’71 from an airline pilot
who needed to sell the car not
long after he had bought it new.
The blue ’73 found him a few
years later, but he had to wait
patiently for a couple years to
land it. “One of the people I
worked with came up from
Arizona and he drove the car to
work. That’s where I first saw it,”
he said. “I said to him, ‘If you
ever want to sell this one, I’d like
to buy it.’ I think it was about
two years later he sold it to me. I
paid $1,250, I think.”

His Opel eventually graduated
from daily transportation to a
hobby car; at one point sitting

idle for “probably 12 or 13
years,” according to Rieckmann.
“I had a problem. I had two
Buicks as collector cars, and
somehow I always said I was too
busy [to work on the Opel]. Then
about four years ago I decided to
get it back on the road again,
and my son helped me and we
took the gas tank out, had it
redone, changed all the rubber
lines, and all the mission lines
and got it going and running real
nice again.”

Rieckmann has had the car
repainted once and had the black
body stripes redone. Beyond
that, the flashy little coupe is
largely original. “I never did
anything with the transmission or
the engine. The engine has got
111,000 on it and it runs nice,”
he said. “We just tuned it up and
I just put a new exhaust system
on it. You can’t buy a regular
Opel exhaust system anymore,
so we went over to Merlin Muffler
in Appleton and I said, ‘I want
you to cut the old chrome tips off
the old one so we can use it on
the new [exhaust] and it looks
original under there.’ That’s
exactly what it looked like
originally at the tips. Now it has
no holes in the exhaust system
and it purrs like a kitten.”
If ever there was an American
car that suffered from an identity
complex, it was the Rallye Manta
— the sportiest version of the
Opel Manta A Series offerings,
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which were built from 1970-’75.
The Rallye Mantas were offered
from 1971-74, but you couldn’t
blame the American buying
public for being a bit confused.
Were they German imports or
American Buicks? Were they
sports cars, mini muscle cars or
gas misers?

In hindsight, GM’s decision to
market its little import as a Buick
was perhaps the biggest reason
the cars never became more
popular. Buick showrooms had
always been crowded with fullsize sedans and wagons, and the
Manta Rallye certainly seemed to
be the odd duck of the family.
Buick produced nearly a halfmillion Mantas in the first half of
the 1970s, but no exact figures
are available for how many were
the jazzy Rallye versions. They
were clearly less plentiful than
the other Manta offerings — a
base coupe, two-and four-door
sedans and a two-door wagon —
that were also part of the Opel
1900 Series, and most have long
since left this world.
Of course, the Rallye Mantas
were also overshadowed a bit by
their own Opel sibling, the Opel
GT — the unique mini-Corvette
that struck a chord with many
enthusiasts.

“I
would
think
it
was
[overlooked]. Yes I do,” said
Rieckmann. “America started
building some compact cars and
they kind of got overlooked, but I
think they measured up as good
as or better than our American
ones.

“There was
the Pintos
these were
always liked

a Chevy Vega, and
and Gremlins… but
really good cars. I
them.”

The Rallye Mantas certainly
seemed to stack up in both looks
and performance to anything else
in the compact car world at the
time. The Rallye Mantas had a
wide, muscular stance, seriouslooking front end that included
fog lamps and styling cues
borrowed from both the Camaro
and Mustang, and a smooth,
sloping back half with curved rear
glass that gave it an appealing
profile. The matte-black hoods
were accompanied by horizontal
black stripes down the body sides
— obvious attempts to give the
little Opels some performance car
styling.

The 1.9-liter inline four-cylinder
under the hood was mated to a
four-speed manual shifter (an
automatic transmission was also
available) and kicked out about
92 hp with 115 ft.-lbs. of torque.
That wasn’t too bad when
dropped in a tight-handling car
that weighed only 2,108 lbs.

One of the few modifications
Rieckmann has made to his
Manta was a carburetor swap.
The Opel now carries a Weber
model instead of the factory
Stromberg unit. “The original
carburetors didn’t work well
when they got old, so I bought a
Weber carburetor that I had sent
from California. It’s got a hand
choke and I’m getting between
30 and 32 miles per gallon,” he
said.
Rieckmann says he isn’t all that
surprised he has hung onto his
Opel for so many years. He liked
the Rallye Manta from the start,
and his tastes haven’t changed.
“When we got the ’71 in the
winter of ’72-’73, I said then, ‘I
love this car. I’m going to hang
onto this one.’ Then when I
found out the co-worker had this
one, I wanted that one and we
had a mate! We had twins, a
yellow one and a blue one.
“It’s a really fun car to drive. It’s
a four-speed… And these are
scarce. You just don’t see ’em. I
love to show it because you hear,
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‘Oh, I used to have one of these
back when they were popular!’
or, ‘I remember those!’”

TOP END DRAGWAYS
SABIN MN
“WHERE SPEED
NO LIMITS”

KNOWS

their games in the new arena as
opposed to the Jamestown Civic
Center and the Hansen Center.
“We would like to see events on
campus,” Heck said. “We don’t
have any control over the Civic
Center.”
The arena would cost between
$10 million to $15 million, he
said.

Back in 1989, Rieckmann even
made it point to tour the Opel
assembly plant in Russelsheim,
Germany. “Our daughter was in
Germany and we flew over to see
her and we toured all over
Germany. When I was there I
said, ‘I wanted to see the Opel
Plant in Russelsheim, so we
toured the German plant and
they took us around. It’s a huge
plant, and they took us around in
buses. It was great.”
Rieckmann admits that he can’t
help keeping an eye out for
another Rallye Opel. He’s not
beating the bushes looking for
one, but he wasn’t actively
shopping for his two previous
Opels, either.
“If I ever see another, something
like this, I’d probably buy it!” he
chuckled. “Yes, I probably
would!”

For
a
complete
topenddragways.com

schedule:

JAMESTOWN COLLEGE

This story by Masaki Ova, Editor-in-Chief
of Jamestown College Student Media
Center.

The master plan of Jamestown
College was revealed Nov. 13 to
the student senate. The master
plan included a new arena, a new
football practice area, and offcampus housing development.
A high priority of the master plan
is for the construction of a new
sports arena, said Heck, vice
president
of
planning
and
administration at JC. The arena
would be either attached to the
Larson Sports Center/YMCA or on
the east side of the current
facility.
The arena would house JC’s
basketball and volleyball squads
and provide more locker rooms
and training rooms. Jimmies
basketball and volleyball will play

But before the new sports arena
can be built, JC will need a new
football practice field because the
location of the current practice
field is where the new sports
arena would be constructed. The
new football practice field would
be located south of the Larson
Sports Center/YMCA.
A fair amount of dirt work still
has to be done at the location of
the new practice football field,
which would have to be done two
years prior to the construction of
the new sports arena. The area
will need to be smoothed and
leveled off for the new field.
“You don’t just build a practice
field overnight and play on it the
next year when it’s not ready,”
he said.
Once the Orlady Hall project is
done, JC will have to look into
getting the site ready for the
construction of a football practice
field. The area south of the
Larson Center is currently in use
by Roers Construction and
Development for a place to park
their equipment.
Housing for students has become
a high priority to the JC Board of
Trustees.

P a g e | 16
“What’s going to happen on
housing on campus given the fact
that the demand for housing
could grow significantly if some
of this development happens out
in Spiritwood,” Heck said.
One possibility for an off-campus
building would be for the JCowned land just west of 12th
Avenue Northeast, but it would
be on-campus and would not
make sense have an off-campus
apartment for students, Heck
said.

“It is very much a dynamic plan
and things change on the go
sometimes,” Heck said. “What’s
in here isn’t necessarily what’s
going to happen even though we
try to stick to it as close as we
can to the concepts that were
developed at least.”
DRIVER BIO:
#21T Tyler Schrenk
See the finest dirt track racing
around featuring Wissota Street
Stocks, Midwest Modifieds, Super
Stocks, Modifieds & Late Models
along with Bombers and Hornets.
Watch 250+ drivers compete,
enjoy the great food and have
tons of dirty fun. The best value
for your entertainment dollar.

“It’s really still all in the very
preliminary stage,” he said. “A lot
of this will depend on what’s
happens in Jamestown.
“If the supply of it (off-campus
housing) increased relative to
demand, maybe our needs are
much smaller than if there was a
huge demand and no supply and
students who wanted to live offcampus couldn’t find a place. It
might change the scale of the
operation.”
Another high priority item of the
master
plan
includes
the
construction of a road that
connects College Lane to Seventh
Street Northeast in the summer
of 2013. Heck said that the
purpose of connecting the two
roads is to keep traffic moving
smoothly and to keep traffic
away from the heart of the
campus.
Other items of the master plan
that will be carried out in the
near future include:
* Renovations to Orlady Hall.
* Renovations to Taber Hall.
* installing a chairlift this spring
in the Voorhees Chapel to make
it handicap accessible.

Driver Hometown:
Ypsilanti, ND
Racing Class:
Wissota Midwest Modified.
Year Racing:
6.
Family Members:
Lisa – Wife & Baby Schrenk.
Crew Members:
Jon, Dad, Devin, Jeremy.
Sponsors:
5 Star Express Lube, Advantage
Electric, Bud Light, Valley Sales
Co., Buffalo City Diesel, West End
Hide & Fur, Minot Chrysler
Center,
Kitchen
Solvers,
LaCarreta, Cavendish Farms,
Meeting
Grounds,
Galloper
Chassis.
Racing Bio:
I started racing in a Bomber in
2007. I raced a bomber for 2
years before I moved to a
Wissota Midwest Modified in
2009. This will be my 4th year in
the Midwest Mod.

Complete
results
SpeedNetDirect.com

at

The
speedway
was
much
honored to be named the
business of the year by the
Jamestown
Chamber
of
Commerce. Thanks to all our
staff, drivers, fans and sponsors
for making this special award
possible.
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The
The JDRA is taking
December off. That statement
may seem a bit obvious to most
since the general population isn't
thinking about drag racing in
December. To the members of
the Jamestown Drag Racing
Association though, drag racing is
now a year-round thing (minus
our mini-break this coming
month).
The process for hosting the
Annual Drag Races in Jamestown
has always taken a vast amount
of work from a small group of
dedicated people, but until the
last couple years they didn't have
to start getting too serious until a
few months before the races in
July. Things have changed a bit
in recent times-the JDRA has
grown in numbers and as of this
past spring now owns their own
Timing System!
If you're still left wondering what
could possibly occupy our time
year round-let me fill you in. The
beginning months of the year are
when meetings are attended
both
with
the
Jamestown
Regional Airport (which allows us
to take over the taxi ways for 2
full days of fun in July) and with
the Tourism Foundation (which
has so graciously helped fund us
year after year). After meetings
are attended and paper work
started to ensure that we have a
place to host the races and

money to advertise we then
spend time out in the community
getting sponsorship dollars from
various businesses and people in
the Jamestown area. After we
get those monies raised we print
up promotional flyers and posters
and go back out in the
community to spread the word of
the upcoming races....before we
know it July is upon us!
The JDRA swells in July to almost
double its membership as people
come in to help set up for the 2day event. Once the races are
over the the Association again
drops back down to the core
group and the work continues as
we gather the numbers and
statistics from the races and start
putting together ideas and
improvements for the next year.
If you are interested in joining
the JDRA or just want to keep up
with
the
various
activities
throughout the year, check us
out on Facebook, on our website:
jamestowndragracing.com
or
email
us
at
info@jamestowndragracing.com.
We meet every 3rd Thursday @
7pm starting in January held at
the Fire Hall...changes and
reminders
are
posted
on
Facebook.
2013
02/08

02/19

02/21
02/22
to
02/24
03/12

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
53rd World of Wheels
Car Show
Kansas City, Missouri
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Counts of the Cobblestone
Counts Car Show
Rapid City, South Dakota
James Valley Street

02/21
04/06
to
04/07
04/13
to
04/14
04/16

04/18

05/14

05/16
05/18
&
05/19
05/25
&
05/26
05/30
to
06/02
06/07
to
06/08
06/08
06/09
to
06/09
06/11

06/15
&
06/16
06/20
06/21

Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Toppers Car Club
Car Show
Fargo, North Dakota
31st Prime Steel Car Club
Car Show
Grand Forks, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Season Opener
Sabin, Minnesota
Top End Dragways
2nd Annual National Open
Sabin, Minnesota
Greater Dakota Classics
Devils Run Show & Auction
Devils Lake, North Dakota
Classtiques Car Club
Rod Run
Bismarck, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
TintMasters Street Legal
Day
Sabin, Minnesota
Buggies-N-Blues
Car Show & Music Festival
Mandan, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Prairie Cruisers Car Club
Medora Car Show
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06/21
06/27
06/28
to
06/29
06/28
to
06/30
06/29
&
06/30
07/11
07/11
to
07/14
07/13
&
07/14
07/16

07/18
07/19

07/20
07/25
07/27
&
07/28
0726
to
07/28
08/10
&
08/11
08/13

08/17

Medora, North Dakota
MSRA
Back to the 50's
St. Paul, Minnesota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Badlands Drifters
Cars in the Park 2013
Glendive, Montana
Automania
Auction, Show, & Tour
Brandon, South Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Counts of the Cobblestone
Rod Run
Rapid City, South Dakota
Top End Dragways
CanAm Outlaws Extreme
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Prairie Cruisers Car Club
Car Show
Dickinson, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
TintMasters Street Legal
Day
Sabin, Minnesota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Jamestown Drag Racers
Airport 1/8 mile Drag Race
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Crookston Classic Cruisers
Car Show

08/24
&
08/25
08/30
to
09/01
08/31
09/07
&
09/08
09/13
&
09/15
09/17

09/21

09/21
&
09/22
09/28
&
09/29
10/05
10/12
&
10/13
10/15

10/26
&
10/27
11/12

12/17

Crookston, Minnesota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Motor Magic Weekend
Races, Auction, Car Show
Minot, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
TintMasters Street Legal
Day
Sabin, Minnesota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Top End Dragways
ET Finals
Topeka, Kansas
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Don Wilhelm Inc.
3rd Annual Car Show
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
TintMasters Street Legal
Day
2 Day Event
Sabin, Minnesota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
Top End Dragways
TintMasters Street Legal
Day
Sabin, Minnesota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Final "Big Money
Weekend"
Sabin, Minnesota
James Valley Street
Machines
Monthly Meeting
Jamestown, North Dakota
James Valley Street
Machines
Awards Banquet

Jamestown, North Dakota

SWAP SHOP

For Sale:

1990 Cadillac Coupe de Ville,
runs and drives great, excellent
highway mileage, very good
condition. New tires, 152,000
miles, straight body, no rust.
Asking $3500 or best offer.
Dave Olson
701-252-3257
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CLUB SITES
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