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NEXT MEETING JUNE 12TH
7:00 AT THE QUALITY INN
JAMESTOWN! $20.00
DRAWING TO TAKE PLACE.

LOOKING TOWARDS THE
FUTURE

Written by Skovy
I’m sad to report that in the last month the
rodding world lost two of its mentors.
Their names are Carroll Shelby and Bill
Jenkins. The “RUMBLER” magazine pays
tribute to both of them in this issue.
Thank you to all the members that
showed up for the last meeting at the
Quality Inn. There was a Farmers Union
meeting there at the same time and when
I arrived it was standing room only. I
thought … What a great turn out for our
meeting. We did have a very respectable
turnout although and the attendees along
with myself were pleasantly surprised
when Larry Krein told us his friend Viril
Layton was coming and wanted to talk to
us. What an interesting conversation we
had with Viril. He was very instrumental in
the licensing of collector cars in the state
of Minnesota. He is also a member of a
car club in Aberdeen and their
organization would like to do a meet and
greet at some midway point in the near
future. Edgeley or Ellendale. I’m all for it.
The “RUMBLER” magazine is being
disbursed at 350 (both paper and emails).
I’m calling around to disburse the
“RUMBLER” at more places but if you
lose your copy, or need another one now
you can go to the Jamestown Truck
Plaza, NAPA Auto Parts, Eckman Auto
Service, Buffalo City Tourism, or the
Quality Inn for another copy. Also, the
“RUMBLER” is always available online at
www.jamesvalleystreetmachines.com.
Thanks everybody for your support!
I know it’s a little early but we need to
start planning our Awards Banquet that is
going to be held December 11, 2012
which is a Tuesday night. There will be a
Social Hour, Dinner, Awards presentation,
and an auction ran by Roger Nenow. The
auction will be a fund raiser to raise
money for expenses incurred in 2012 for
the club. What we need are some auction
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items. If you know of anything or anyone
that can donate items it would be a great
help. There will be more information to
come in the future.

The Friday night cruises are getting more
and more better known around town and
we are having a blast attending. Come on
out and see some of the cool rides from
the area. Every Friday night (weather
permitting).

I forgot to congratulate Larry Krein for
winning the $20.00 at our April meeting.
Glen Christianson won the $20.00 at the
May meeting but he was not in
attendance. Sorry Glen, you have to be
there to collect.
Our dues are only $25.00. There is a
drawing for all members each month at
the meeting. The drawing is for $20.00.
Each member gets his/her name put in a

bucket every month whether you’re in
attendance to the meeting or not. If you
are at the monthly meeting another name
card will be put in the bucket. At the end
of the meeting we’ll draw a name. If you
are in attendance you will receive $20.00.

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE
MONTH OF MAY
David Olson
Elroy Patzner
Pamela Speckman
Glen Christianson

06/15
06/20
06/23
06/24

Miss your birthday? Please contact me
at 701-202-7067 whereas I can update
your records.

COMICAL STORY
An old man and woman were married for
many years. Whenever there was a
confrontation, yelling could be heard deep
into the night. The old man would shout,
"When I die, I will dig my way up and out
of the grave and come back and haunt
you for the rest of your life!"
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AUCTION UPDATE
Story and photos by Hemmings.com.

Neighbors feared him. The old man liked
the fact that he was feared. To everyone's
relief, he died of a heart attack when he
was 98.
His wife had a closed casket at the
funeral. After the burial, her neighbors,
concerned for her safety, asked "Aren't
you afraid that he may indeed be able to
dig his way out of the grave and haunt
you for the rest of your life?"
His wife said, "Let him dig. I had him
buried upside down. And I know he won't
ask for directions."

It wasn’t all too long ago that many folks
believed Pontiacs might become the next
Hemi sensation in the auction world.
Poncho enthusiasts were pouring big
money into restorations of Ram Airequipped cars, and they were in turn
getting six-figure sale prices. Thanks in
part to the recession and the ascendancy
of Shelbys, Pontiacs never quite became
the as-predicted headlining sensations,
but that may change this weekend when
Auctions America by RM offers a Ram Air
IV-equipped 1970 GTO Judge.

Replacing the short-lived and incredibly
potent round-port Ram Air II, Pontiac’s
Ram Air IV 400-cu.in. V-8 debuted in
1969 rated (many say underrated) at
370hp and 445 pound-feet of torque. With
a 10.75:1 compression ratio and the fourbarrel Quadrajet – same as the 366hp Dport Ram Air III 400 – the four-bolt-main
Ram Air IV made its extra power from its
“614″ round-port heads, an aluminum
intake manifold, “041″ camshaft (308

degrees of intake duration, 320 degrees
of exhaust), 1.65:1 ratio rocker arms,
recalibrated ignition and Quadrajet
carburetor, and driver-controlled Ram-Air
fresh-air induction system. Available in
1969 and 1970 in the GTO (with or
without the Judge package) and the
Firebird, the Ram Air IV actually
developed more advertised horsepower
than the larger 360hp, 455-cu.in. V-8 that
Pontiac was able to fit into the GTO in
1970. It also proved to be one of the
rarest of Pontiac production engines; it’s
one of just 325 or so Ram Air IVs to be
backed with an M-21 four-speed and
nestled under the GTO Judge’s nostriled
hood in 1970.
According to Auctions America by RM,
this Starlight Black-on-black 1970 Pontiac
GTO Judge Ram Air IV benefited from a
complete body-off restoration and comes
with full PHS documentation. Auctions
America by RM expects it to sell for
between $115,000 and $145,000.

The Judge won’t be the only Pontiac of
note to cross the block at the Auburn
sale. Auctions America also plans to offer
this 1957 Pontiac Bonneville convertible,
one of 630 built that year with the fuelinjected 347-cu.in. V-8. Recently restored,
Auctions America estimates that it will sell
for between $200,000 and $250,000.
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The next day he arrived for his nap, with a
different note pinned to his collar: ‘He
lives in a home with 6 children, 2 under
the age of 3. He’s trying to catch up on
his sleep. Can I come with him
tomorrow?’

If both of those Pontiacs are a bit rich,
then consider the 1979 Pontiac Firebird
Trans Am that Auctions America will offer
with no reserve. Claimed to be the lowestmileage 1979 Trans Am known, it sports
a 220hp, 400-cu.in. V-8, four-speed
manual transmission, T-tops, a repaint in
Solar Gold, and just 450 miles on the
odometer. Auctions America estimates
that it will sell for $35,000 to $45,000.

NINA SNEIDER
Executive Director

beautiful parks, ND Sports Hall of Fame,
F86H Sabre at the Airport and the list
goes on. Add to that the special events
each month and there is indeed “Lots to
do in Jamestown, ND!”.
Join Buffalo City Tourism on Facebook
(Jamestown
ND)
and
Youtube
(tourjamestown) and be sure to check out
the calendar to see ALL that is going on
month
to
month
at
www.tourjamestown.com Simply go to
our homepage, scroll down to the bottom
and click on the Tourism Calendar. See
you next month
Nina Sneider, Executive Director, BCTF

COMICAL STORY

An older, tired looking dog wandered into
my yard. I could tell from his collar and
well-fed belly that he had a home and
was well taken care of. He calmly came
over to me, I gave him a few pats on his
head; he then followed me into my house,
slowly walked down the hall, curled up in
the corner and fell asleep.

Have you ever heard this? “There’s
nothing to do in Jamestown!” Well, let’s
see …

CAR TRIVIA

Speedway Races every Saturday night
(Excitement and thrills).
Front Porch Chats at Stutstman Museum
every Sunday afternoon at 2 PM and
Camp Fire Chats at Ft. Seward every
Wednesday night at 7 PM (History Alive).
The newly remodeled Arts Center in
downtown Jamestown (adds Culture to
your life).

An hour later, he went to the door, and I
let him out.
The next day he was back, greeted me in
my yard, walked inside and resumed his
spot in the hall and again slept for about
an hour. This continued off and on for
several weeks.
Curious I pinned a note to his collar: ‘I
would like to find out who the owner of
this wonderful sweet dog is and ask if you
are aware that almost every afternoon
you dog comes to my house for a nap.’

National Buffalo Museum offers the
Flickertail Woodcarvers Rural ND 1950's
Exhibit, as well as being remodeled and
updated (have you seen the 3 White
Buffalo?).
Frontier Village is open from 9am to 9pm
(History and just plain fun with
stagecoach and pony rides).

This month we will play a game. We are
drawing for $20.00 at the meeting (Must
be in attendance to win the $20.00). Bring
your “RUMBLER” to the meeting. We will
be asking the questions and if you get the
most right … you’ll get an additional
chance at the $20.00. Good Luck!
1.

Shoot Outs every other Saturday at 3 PM
in the Frontier Village; next one on June
9.
Two lakes, Dakota Thunder the Worlds
Larges Buffalo, Arrowwood National
Wildlife Refuge, Disc Golf, 2 Golf
Courses, Pipestem Horse & Camp Trail,
33 miles of hiking and biking trails, 10

What was introduced in 1937
that would remain until 1952
on Ford automobiles?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Two-piece windshield.
Four-wheel brakes.
Electric starter.
Fender Skirts.
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2.

What 1929 automobile was
dubbed “the ¼” inch bulge
that killed a car?
A.
B.
C.
D.

3.

Ford.
Packard.
Rickenbacker.
Duesenberg.

“I ended up buying my Sport Satellite with
a 318 in 1970, because it was a lot less
insurance,” Wilson said.

Model A.
Model B.

Where was the first National
Automobile show held in
1900?
A.
B.
C.
D.

9.

“I couldn’t afford [a GTX] as a kid, but I
wanted one. When I looked at cars, I liked
Road Runners and GTXes, but the
insurance was more than the car payment
for us guys who were under 25,” said
Roger Wilson of Moville, Iowa.

What was Buick’s first car,
the Model A or Model B?
A.
B.

8.

Nickel-plating.
Brass-plating.
Chrome-plating.

In 1970, ads screamed, “Plymouth Makes
It,” but not everyone could afford to ride
with the “Rapid Transit System.”

Who introduced laminated
safety glass in 1926?
A.
B.
C.
D.

7.

2.
4.
6.
8.

Which type of plating was
used on radiators and lamps
in 1921?
A.
B.
C.

6.

1900.
1915.
1929.
1934.

How many taillights did the
Stingray have in the song
“Dead Man Curve”?
A.
B.
C.
D.

5.

Story and photos by Angelo Van
Bogart.

crazed teen or 20-something. Many of
those young Plymouth fans had to
grudgingly walk past the muscle cars
lined up at their local dealership to the
more wallet-friendly intermediates upon
which muscle cars were based, Wilson
included.

What year were demountable
tires introduced?
A.
B.
C.
D.

4.

Buick.
Model A.
Model T.
Packard.

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:
1970 Plymouth GTX

Although the Sport Satellite didn’t make
Wilson a card-carrying member of the
Rapid Transit System — represented in
1970 by the Plymouth Duster 340, Road
Runner, ’Cuda, Fury GT and GTX — the
Satellite series shared the body and
chassis with the intermediate-size Road
Runner and GTX which were based upon
it.

Chicago.
San Francisco.
New York.
Denver.

What automobile did the Red
Cross
choose
for
its
ambulances in 1915?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Ford.
Buick.
Mack.
White.

At a base price of $3,535, the 1970 GTX
would have cost more than $100 per
month over three years and been priced
at more than half the $6,200 average
wage. That’s a heavy chunk of change for
any American, let alone a horsepower-

With a 116-inch wheelbase and a 204inch overall length, Plymouth’s 1970
intermediates
were
anything
but
intermediate-sized in today’s world.
However, when the body was originally
introduced
in
1968,
Plymouth’s
intermediate fit its class well, and thanks
to a Coke-bottle-shape, it fit handsomely.
It was the perfect time to uncage the
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bargain-priced Road Runner as an
intermediate-size muscle car for the
masses, and bring back the hairy-yetplush GTX for an encore presentation
after its 1967 debut.

body for 1968. Combined GTX sales for
the convertible and hardtop were nearly
19,000 in 1968, followed by a slight
decline to 15,602 versions for the littlechanged 1969 GTX models.

Pack engine to the arsenal of engine
options, which already included the 426cid Hemi; either could be ordered in place
of the standard Super Commando 440-cid
four-barrel V-8 good for 375 hp.

When introduced, the flashy GTX was the
James Bond of the Plymouth line. It had
the
square-jawed
looks
of
the
Belvedere/Satellite
line,
but
was
dangerous when confronted, thanks to its
standard 440-cid V-8 with 375 hp or its
optional 426-cid Hemi with 425 hp. This
secret agent of the Plymouth line also
packed such features as a heavy-duty
three-speed TorqueFlite transmission
(when equipped with an automatic) and
heavy-duty brakes, suspension and
battery.

When the GTX returned for its fourth goround in 1970, it was only available as a
two-door hardtop wearing the heavily
revised 1970 intermediate body. Although
the basic structure was unchanged from
1968 with lineage still apparent in the
roof, the 1970 Plymouth intermediates
wore new front and rear fenders, each
protected by new bumpers and dressed
with new telephone receiver-shaped
grilles and rear tail lamp panels with
arrow-shaped tail lamps. The doors were
also changed and, in the end, the
intermediate 1970 Plymouth Belvedere,
Satellite, Road Runner and GTX were up
to 204 inches end to end, a total of 1.3
inches more overall length than in 1968
and 1969.

For owners with a wilder side, Plymouth
offered the GTX in one of eight Hi-Impact
colors for 1970, and a grocery list of the
requisite blues, shades of white, red,
green and black. However, Plymouth left
off silver from the standard GTX pallet
from 1969 to 1970. That didn’t stop at
least one person from getting one of the
7,748 GTXes built for 1970 painted silver.

The
sharp
creases
of
the
Belvedere/Satellite body were made more
sharply dressed on the GTX by way of
rocker panel and wheel opening trim plus
a “pit stop” gas cap, redline tires, dual
fiberglass hood scoops, dual sport stripes
and a blacked-out grille. Inside, the GTX
was appointed with front bucket seats, a
console, 150-mph speedometer and a
woodgrain three-spoke steering wheel. At
$3,178 in base hardtop form and $3,418
as a base convertible, the GTX was the
most expensive Plymouth, beating out
even the VIP two-door hardtop and the
Sport Furys. Just 12,010 hardtop and 680
convertible GTX models were built for
1967.
The high-line muscle car from the entrylevel car maker caught on and GTX
production rose when the model returned
on Chrysler Corp.’s new intermediate

“Silver was only offered in a Fury that
year, but back then, you could go to the
dealer and say, ‘You offer it on a Fury’
and special order it for a GTX,” Wilson
said. When a non-standard color such as
silver was special-ordered for a Plymouth
model, the factory inserted “999” for the
paint code on the car’s fender tag.
Those 999 paint codes grab Wilson’s
attention,
especially
when
they’re
attached to a 1970 GTX. His affinity for
the GTX is so strong, he co-founded the
1970 GTX Registry 20 years ago
(www.1970gtxregistry.com). Today, the
registry is an online forum through which
Wilson helps fellow 1970 GTX owners
and enthusiasts. Sometimes, those
enthusiasts also address Wilson’s needs,
including his desire to learn about
unusual 1970 GTX models.

The basic idea behind the GTX remained
unchanged for 1970: the GTX was a
gentleman’s hot rod built to compete with
such muscle cars as the Pontiac GTO
and Oldsmobile 4-4-2, while the Road
Runner combated against the Chevelle
Super Sports and Torino GTs. To give
GTX clientele a greater choice of power
for 1970, Plymouth added the 440-cid Six

“A guy called me concerning decoding the
fender tag [of a 999 paint code GTX] and
having it in the registry, and a little later it
came up on eBay,” he said of the EA4
Silver Metallic GTX shown here.
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he said. That Plymouth color was only
available on Furys in 1970.

Although the GTX was rough, Wilson’s
fascination with the car didn’t die. The
weathered paint showed signs the car
had panels off a rainbow of different 1970
Plymouths. The Dana 60 rear end
installed as standard equipment on
GTXes was gone, the original 440-cid,
four-barrel V-8 had been replaced by a
318-cid V-8 that no longer ran and the
original 18-spline Hemi four-speed and its
Pistol-Grip shifter had been replaced by a
column-shifted automatic. The interior
also needed a complete makeover. And
although he had no idea what color the
GTX was originally painted, Wilson forged
ahead and made a deal with the online
seller. That was in 2004.

“When we tore the car completely apart,
we took pics of every part of the car that
was silver. Somebody had painted the
engine compartment black and it was
silver under that. We were able to
determine it was a silver metallic color.
But the build sheet and fender tag just list
999 as the paint code, so there’s no clue
as to what color it was unless you look
the car over really well.”

Making the search for body and
mechanical parts more difficult is the
uniqueness
of
1970
Plymouth
intermediates. While the aforementioned
1968
and
’69
B-body
Plymouth
intermediates are very similar, the 1970
B-body was different, and then it was
succeeded by an all-new body and
chassis design for 1971.
“The problem with the 1970 Road
Runner/GTX is that so much of that stuff
is one year only, even the radio,” Wilson
said. Fortunately, the silver car was
Wilson’s second 1970 Plymouth GTX
project and he could retrace his tire marks
in the search for parts.
“Parts came from swap meets, online
sales and friends,” he said. “There are
more and more places reproducing parts,
for example, including the correct bolts for
the transmission and engine.

“I realized it was pretty rough, but I
realized it was the second one that was a
999 paint code car that I am aware of,” he
said. The other 999 paint code 1970 GTX
is a burgundy metallic car.

While documenting all the signs of the
original silver color in the GTX before its
2009 restoration, Wilson and his restorer
also noted what parts the GTX would
need to get back on the road. It was a
long list.
“At first, I thought it was Petty Blue,
because under some emblems, it was
Petty Blue and that was a 999 paint code
color in 1970. Then I found Petty Blue
overspray and realized I had to dig
deeper. Then we took off some mouldings
and looked under the seats and the
package tray and there was bright silver,”

“When I got the car, it had a yellow hood,
purple fenders and a blue door, so the
original pieces were long gone,” Wilson
said. “The pieces on it weren’t that good,
so we had to replace every panel. The
doors, the hood, the fenders, the trunk lid
that were on it needed more work than it
was worth.”

“I spent in the thousands of dollars from
Year One, the Paddock and Battleson,”
Wilson said. “I bought a lot of stuff from
Roger
Gibson
[Auto
Restorations]
because their stuff is top notch.”
Wilson noticed that some reproduction
parts have even been improved since his
first 1970 GTX was restored.
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“On my earlier restoration, the woodgrain
dash was a decal, but now you can buy
the silk screen so it looks original.”

the original Six Pack rods and damper,”
he said.
Since the car was completed, Wilson
spends a fair amount of time looking out
the windshield to the road ahead. “We try
to take it to local cruises within a 50-mile
radius,” he said. “I have a 3-year-old
grandson who is car crazy, so we drive to
his place and put him in his car seat and
he’s as happy as can be.

For the quarter panels, Wilson said his
restorer, Benton Warnke of Total
Performance in Carroll, Iowa, used
reproduction quarter panels from Auto
Metal Direct (AMD) and found the fit to be
superior.
Despite the availability of some new parts
and Wilson’s connections to other GTX
hobbyists, piecing together the correct
parts to make the silver GTX match its
build sheet had its challenges.

“I have always enjoyed a four-speed and
it’s a fun car to drive.”
Wilson is also keeping an eye on the
rearview mirror, in hopes of learning more
about how his GTX came to be silver, and
if there are others.
“I think a lot of people don’t realize how
rare this car is,” he said. “We do have a
sign that has the fender tag broken down.
It’s the only one known to be painted
silver.”

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:
1960 Chevrolet Impala
“For the silver GTX, we got a 1970 block,
transmission and we figure that is as
close as we can get [to matching
numbers],” he said. “The carburetor part
numbers are for a 1970. Rounding up that
four-barrel, four-seed carburetor for a
1970 was really hard.”

Story and photos by Angelo Van
Bogart.

By late 2010, all the pieces to the GTX
puzzle were found and assembled, and
the result is as close to the picture of a
stock GTX as one will find.

Chevrolet built 497,048 four-door sedans
in 1960. No one knows how many of
those sedans were Impalas, Bel Airs or
Biscaynes, but you can bet the farm that
many went to rural America.

“It had a manual front seat and I put the
factory six-way driver’s seat base in it,”
Wilson said. He also had some internal
tweaks completed to the engine to give
his “Gittix” more giddy up.
“The 440 motor was bored out so it’s a
little beefier than the original, but it has

Determining how many 1960 Chevy
sedans went to farmers is likewise
impossible, but John Broucker isn’t
concerned about that figure. What he’d
really like to know is how many of those
1960 Impala sedans were equipped with
a 348-cid V-8 and a four-speed manual
transmission like his central-Ohio sleeper
ordered new by a farmer.
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Even after buying the car from the original
owner, and running into a mechanic who
watched the car get unloaded at
Progressive Chevrolet in 1960, Broucker
sometimes has to defend what some
people assume is a clone.

and say they’re a little wavy, but that’s
they way it was. It even has the original
generator, and the right rear tailpipe has a
couple holes, but it’s the original exhaust.

“Honestly, if I was going to clone a car, I
wouldn’t clone a four-door ’60 Chevy,” he
said.
That still begs the question: Why does a
four-door 1960 Chevrolet Impala fourdoor sedan with a 250-hp Turbo-Thrust
348 and a four-speed with Posi-Traction
even exist?

“I called General Motors and all they
could tell me was how many were fourdoor sedans,” he said.
Chevrolet was not particular about the
details of its production in this era, but
Broucker’s car is certainly rare. Maybe
even as rare as hen’s teeth. Broucker
himself had a hard time believing the
car’s combination when he first heard
about the four-speed Impala sedan in
1980.
“The farmer that bought it new, I worked
with his sister’s son, his nephew, and he
said, ‘My uncle has a 348 four-speed,’
and when I [saw it], I said, ‘That’s a fourdoor.’ My buddy said it can’t be, it just
can’t be, so I called the guy and I bought
it.”

“Back then, if your buddy drove up to you
in a four-door four-speed, you’d say,
‘You’re crazy,’” Broucker admits. “But he
said he didn’t like the Impala (hardtop), it
had the big back window, and he wanted
a ‘fooler.’”

For the full fooler (a.k.a. “sleeper”) effect,
the original owner even ran little hubcaps
and blackwall tires to help the finned
Impala fly under the radar. Aside from its
performance options, the Impala is
otherwise a typical farm sedan and
generally lacks creature comforts.
“It doesn’t even have the rear-view mirror
on the outside,” Broucker said. “It does
have an AM radio, a heater, and the only
thing that doesn’t work is the clock in the
dash.”
With only 56,000 miles on the odometer,
the rest of the Impala works as new, and
Broucker said it remains largely original.

“Behind all of the six tail lights, they have
those little plastic cups on them. These
are still on there. Any time anyone
changed a light they threw them away.”

The unrestored Impala shows so well, it’s
even placed second at the Stan Hywet
car show in Akron, Ohio, against restored
cars. Broucker believes the car’s excellent
level of preservation is partly due to how
the original owner stored the car.
“This farmer also worked at the railroad,
and [he and his brothers] brought
cabooses home and they made garages
out of them,” he said. “I bet the thing was
3 feet off the ground and the wood floor
helped preserve the car.”

When Broucker first saw the Impala, it
was wedged in one of those cabooses.

“It still has the original clutch,” he said. “I
put front brakes and maybe a fan belt on
and that’s about it. It has the original
paint, original interior and original chrome.
Sometimes, people look at the bumpers

“It was a real tight fit,” he said. “There was
a pot belly stove in the caboose and I
don’t know if he used the stove or not.
They say the wood doesn’t sweat, it
absorbs the moisture.”
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The storage served the Impala well
through 20 years and 50,000 miles with
the original owner. Today, Broucker
remains thrilled with the Impala’s
condition. However, he hasn’t always
found the car thrilling, which is why he’s
only added about 6,000 miles to the
odometer in his 32 years of ownership.

“Carroll is sort of like the car world’s
Mickey Mantle or Willie Mays,” Jay Leno,
who owned three Shelby cars, told The
New York Times in 2003. “Unlike so many
racers, he didn’t come from a rich family,
so he signifies that Everyman, commonsense ideal. When I was a kid, American
cars were big, clunky things, until Carroll
used his ingenuity to make them compete
with European cars.”

SUMMARY OF THE
LEGEND
Carroll Shelby
By Richard Goldstein (New York Times)

“Back then, I bought and sold a lot of
cars, and for some reason I just held on
to this,” he said. “I did think it was neat at
first — I just thought it couldn’t be real,
but it was. Honestly, I think I kind of lost
interest and wondered, ‘Why did I buy a
four-door?’ Then I would take it out and
drive it and think, ‘This drives pretty nice.’
I was really happy with that.”
Many vehicles have come and gone from
Broucker’s collection, but the Impala has
been a mainstay. In fact, Broucker has
pared his collection down to a 1969
Dodge Dart he races in the 1/8 mile and
this oddly optioned Impala. That raises
the question, would he ever race his
Impala?
“I have [thought about it], but I might be
embarrassed by it,” he said. “It has a lot
of torque, but the point I am at, I don’t
want to tear up the clutch.”
Instead, Broucker is content to blend into
the car show landscape, making his
Impala blend into the sea of hobby cars.
For those collectors who enjoy the
unusual, stumbling onto this rarity is like
finding treasure. Maybe as exciting as
finding that needle in the haystack.

In 1959, Shelby became the second
American-born driver to win the 24 Hours
of Le Mans, the brutal endurance race in
France, co-driving a British-made Aston
Martin.
But a heart ailment forced him to quit
driving, and he founded Shelby American
in 1962. It became one of the most
successful
independent
sports-car
builders of the era.

Shelby began building his Cobras in 1962
using the chassis and body of a twoseater from AC Cars of England.
Carroll Shelby, a Texas chicken farmer
turned hot-rodder who went on to build
innovative sports cars like the Cobra that
challenged Europe’s longtime dominance
of road racing as well as highperformance versions of production cars
like the Ford Mustang, died on Thursday
in Dallas. He was 89.
His death was announced by his
company, Carroll Shelby International.

Early prototypes broke apart because of
stress on the fragile frames. “When you
try to put 300 horsepower in a car
designed for 100, you learn what
development means,” Shelby recalled in a
2002 interview with Sports Illustrated. But
the Cobra with the high-powered Ford
engine proved a formidable racer,
celebrated in pop culture when the Rip
Chords recorded “Hey Little Cobra” in
1964.

In the 1960s, Shelby raised the profile of
American racing machines on the
international sports-car circuit by packing
powerful Ford V-8 engines into lightweight
British roadsters, and by developing
racing cars for Ford.
His Shelby Cobras proved worthy
competitors to the likes of Ferrari,
Maserati and Jaguar and became prized
collector’s items. Today they command
six- and seven-figure prices.

The Cobra captured the United States
Road Racing Championship series of the
Sports Car Club of America in 1963 and
won
the
Grand
Touring
world
championship
in
the
large-engine
category in 1965.
Soon after Lee A. Iacocca of Ford
introduced the Mustang in 1964, he asked
Shelby to help create a high-performance
version for racing. In January 1965, the
first Shelby Mustang, the GT350, made
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its debut. Shelby also developed the Ford
GT40, and the Shelby GT500 and
GT500KR (the KR stood for King of the
Road).

Shelby had a heart transplant in 1990. A
year later, he founded the Carroll Shelby
Children’s Foundation, now known as the
Carroll
Shelby
Foundation,
which
financed organ transplants for children,
then expanded to provide educational
assistance for young people.

Carroll Hall Shelby was born on Jan. 11,
1923, in Leesburg, Tex., where his father,
Warren, a rural mail carrier, became a car
buff, making his rounds in a 1928
Whippet.
Shelby served as a flight instructor in the
Army Air Forces during World War II, then
worked in Texas oil fields and became a
chicken farmer. One Sunday in 1952, as
he told it, a wartime buddy drove up “in a
little ol’ English car called an MG” and
invited him to take a ride. He soon
envisioned a world beyond his farm
chores.
He entered his first race in 1952, driving
in a quarter-mile drag meet, then won
road races in the Southwest. But he was
still working on his farm and practicing in
striped bib coveralls because he did not
have time for a change of clothes. They
became his trademark outfit.
His fortunes took a turn in 1954 when he
came to the attention of the Aston Martin
team. He drove for the team that year at
Sebring, Fla., and in Europe. In
November 1957, driving a Maserati
single-seater, he won a 100-mile race at
Riverside, Calif., after spinning out on the
first lap and then going to the back of the
field. He was one of America’s leading
sports-car drivers by then.
The Shelby-American team’s Ford GT40
won the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 1966 and
1967. Those victories ended a winning
streak by Ferrari that began in 1960, the
year after Shelby teamed with Roy
Salvadori of Britain to win in their Aston
Martin.

In 2003, Shelby teamed with Ford in a
partnership that included design of new
Mustang models for the company’s
centennial. He came to the New York
Auto Show in 2007 to introduce a new
Ford GT500KR, a 540-horsepower
version of the original King of the Road
model.
Shelby was a distinctive figure on the
European racing scene of the late 1950s.
“My wife was at Le Mans when he won,”
David E. Davis, the founder of Automobile
magazine, once told Vanity Fair. “And she
said he was just the epitome of America
— the overalls, the colorful language, the
big mop of curly hair.”
For all of Shelby’s achievements, tougher
federal pollution standards and soaring
insurance premiums took their toll on
muscle cars. Production of the original
run of Shelby Mustangs ended in 1970.
Shelby turned to pursuits beyond the
sports-car world. He began marketing a
chili mix in 1969 and spent time in Africa
during the 1970s, hunting big game and
organizing expeditions.

Phil Hill, co-driving a Ferrari, was the only
American-born racer to have won at Le
Mans before Shelby, capturing the race in
1958. (Luigi Chinetti, who won in 1949,
was an American citizen but was born in
Italy.)
“Carroll desperately wanted to beat all the
Europeans at Le Mans,” C. Van Tune, a
onetime Shelby employee who was later
editor in chief of Motor Trend magazine,
told The Dallas Morning News in 2001.
“He wanted to show all those fancy,
highbred Euros in their slick racing suits
that a chicken farmer from Texas could
beat them at their own game.”

Shelby’s success with the Cobra inspired
various companies to market replicas —
kit cars to be assembled by the buyer —
leading him to bring lawsuits charging
trademark infringement. In 2000, Shelby
filed a federal suit against Factory Five
Racing, a Massachusetts company. It
resulted in a settlement that allowed the
company
to
continue
producing
components for cars in the shape of a
Cobra but precluded it from using the
Cobra name or similar trademarks
associated with Shelby.

Shelby is survived by his wife, Cleo; his
children, Patrick, Michael and Sharon;
and a sister, Anne Shelby Ellison.

After founding a wheel company and an
automobile club, he returned to sports-car
design in 1982. When Iacocca became
chairman of Chrysler, he signed Shelby
again, and their pairing resulted in
special-edition performance models of the
Dodge Charger, among other cars.

Shelby had homes in the Bel Air hills of
Los Angeles and in Las Vegas, and
owned ranchland in Pittsburg, Tex.,
where he raised miniature horses and
African cattle while keeping his hand in
high-performance design into his later
years. He owned small vintage planes
and numerous cars, including his original
Cobra.
He possessed the brashness and
imagination of a consummate promoter.
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Bill Neale, an automotive artist who
illustrated Shelby’s designs, once recalled
for Vanity Fair that when Shelby
assembled his first Cobra, he painted it
yellow and had it photographed for the
cover of a magazine. The next day, he
showed another magazine what seemed
to be an identical car, colored red.
“I said, ‘You have two of them?’ ” Neale
recalled. “And he said, ‘Nah, we just
painted it so they think we have two.’ ”

SUMMARY OF THE
LEGEND

He quickly gave up an aging six-cylinder
Chevy when the 1955 small-block Chevy
V-8 first appeared. In 1956, he wrote the
rules for the stock classes of the Eastern
Hot Rod Association, devising a formula
that countered advertised horsepower
with minimum weight. Those rules would
later spread nationally when Bill Dismuke
relocated
from
Massachusetts
to
California to be the national technical
director for the NHRA, where he instituted
similar regulations.

BILL “GRUMPY” JENKINS
This article originally appeared in the
January, 2012 issue of Hemmings Muscle
Machines.

Born in 1930 in Philadelphia, Jenkins
studied engineering at Cornell. Although
he didn't graduate, his engineering and
attention to detail would set him apart. In
a 2008 interview, Jenkins said, "In drag
racing, you have to have ideas. You don't
start throwing things against the wall to
see what sticks... Although there are an
awful lot of people in this world who got
successful by just guessing at things...
They don't know where it came from, but
there it is. We use a little bit more of
scientific method than that. There has to
be a reason to do everything."

Bill "Grumpy" Jenkins's high-school
classmates were a prescient bunch. The
future master of small-block Chevy tuning
saw his high school yearbook photo
accompanied by the note "watch out for
Jenkin's [sic] Chevy (good advice)..."
Good advice? Hell, that was great advice.
Jenkins won only 13 NHRA national
events as a driver, but was still voted the
eighth best of all-time when the NHRA
held its 50th anniversary in 2001, such is
his importance as an engine and car
builder. Inducted into every hall of fame
and bestowed with every honor possible
for a drag racer, Grumpy continues to see
his influence on the stock classes today
and his Jenkins Competition, the tuning
shop he opened in the 1950s, remains in
business.

In the early 1960s, Grumpy teamed up
with Dave Strickler. Together, they
campaigned a series of Chevrolets in
stock and F/X classes that bore the Old
Reliable name on behalf of the York,
Pennsylvania, Chevy dealership that
sponsored the pair and provided a factory
connection. Chevy shipped the very first
lightweight, 1963 Z-11 427-cu.in. Impala
to Strickler via the dealership. With
Jenkins's handiwork, they were soon
winning races from coast to coast.
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By 1964, when GM dumped official racing
support, Jenkins and Strickler jumped
ship to Dodge. Behind the wheel in 1965,
Jenkins earned the Top Stock Eliminator
crown at the Winternationals.

Without any factory backing, Grumpy
began campaigning a Chevy II in 1966,
quickly getting the attention of Chevy
performance boss Vince Piggins, who
was more than happy to surreptitiously
flout the racing ban in the form of
"Product
Promotions
Engineering."
Sporting a 327-cu.in. L-79, the 1966 was
the first car to wear the eponymous
Grumpy's Toy moniker. It was amongst
the fastest cars in A/S, but Jenkins had
trouble beating the best Hemi-powered
Mopars.

powered Mopars dominated the class
until 1972, when the rules were
reclassified to allow wedge-head-powered
cars a lower minimum weight.

Jenkins responded with his most
dominant car, Grumpy's Toy IX, a smallblock-powered Vega. Jenkins was the
man to beat in 1972, winning six of seven
national events entered to take the Pro
Stock title. He also made a lot of money,
and in 1973 Time magazine profiled him-the first drag racer to get such treatment.
Time noted that he earned $260,000 in
1972, making him the highest paid athlete
not named Wilt Chamberlain.
Grumpy's Toy XI, a Vega built for the
1974 season, was Jenkins's most
influential car and featured a list of firsts
for the Pro Stock class: full tube-frame
chassis,
MacPherson
strut
front
suspension, rack-and-pinion steering and
dry-sump oiling system. Toy XI won only
two national events in 1974, but it's hard
not to overstate its significance, as it set
the mold for all Pro Stock cars to follow. In
1976, Jenkins left the cockpit as a regular
driver to concentrate on building the cars.
Other Toys followed in the late 1970s
through 1983, when the final one debuted
as a Camaro.

Jenkins yielded considerable influence
over the creation of Pro Stock. With stock
bodies and a minimum weight to
maximum cubic inches scale, the Pro
Stock class made its debut in 1970 and
Jenkins was ready, winning the very first
national event--in a then-record 9.99second pass, no less--in Grumpy's Toy
IV, a 1968 Camaro. But the Hemi-

And about that name, "Grumpy." It wasn't
earned by any famous wrench-throwing
incidents around the garage; it was given
to the cigar-chomping Jenkins by a
summer employee who noted his hardnosed, no-nonsense work ethic.

Jenkins Competition continued to build
winners for customers and they continued
working with GM, building engines that
produced such notable results as a pole
position for the Daytona 500. His
customers continue to win to this day.

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:
1963 Corvette Coupe
Story and photos by Brian Earnest

Seventeen years into their marriage,
Michael Brown’s wife, Sandra, figured he
was going through a typical mid-life crisis.
He had been longing for a 1963 Corvette
since he was a kid, and since not many
things are better remedies for such a
condition than the iconic “Split-Window”
Corvette, Sandra generously consented.
That was 27 years and more than a
dozen Corvettes ago, and while Brown
isn’t sure he was ever really suffering
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from any crises, his fixation with the ’63
Vettes hasn’t waned a bit. He’s still got
his first one, and he has no problem
picking it as his favorite among 13
fabulous Corvettes of all vintages that he
keeps stored in his “man cave” in
Arlington, Texas.
“Hah, she’s pretty well convinced that I
did not get over my middle-aged ‘crazies’
— that’s what she calls them,” Brown
says of his wife. “It really fulfilled a
longterm goal for me. I’m not sure in high
school I could ever convince myself it
could happen, that I could ever really own
one. Acquiring it was literally a means to
an end for me.”

“I was smitten then and was from then
on,” he recalls. “I said, ‘Some day I’d love
to have one of those beautiful cars,’ and it
took me 22 years to be in a position to
acquire one.”
Brown finally found his dream machine in
a suburb of Dallas after spotting a
classified ad in the newspaper. The ad
featured a silver coupe with a four-speed,
black interior and L76 327-cid/340-hp
engine. Brown jumped on it, and although
he’s driven it regularly over the years, he
hasn’t had to touch a thing mechanically
or cosmetically. The coupe is almost
exactly the way it was when he first saw
it.

Of course, Sandra probably needed
something to keep Michael out her hair at
the time. Her career as a novelist had not
yet taken off when the first ‘Vette arrived,
but she has gone on to become one of
the country’s most prolific and high-profile
mystery writers, with 60 New York Times
best-sellers to her credit. Michael says his
first Corvette was a 40th birthday present
from Sandra. There have been more
spectacular cars to follow, but none have
meant more than the ’63.
“I never thought about tearing it down or
doing anything to it. I just took care of it
and drove it when I could and only on
pretty days,” he says. “I’ve kept it
completely stock and that’s really the way
it was when I got it. It’s just been an
amazing car … I’ve never even tuned it
up! It’s always run so well as long as I put
leaded gasoline in it, so figured, ‘Why
mess with it?’”

Like untold thousands of red-blooded
American males, Brown was blown away
by the radically new 1963 Corvettes when
they were first unveiled to the public.
They were certainly among the most
exciting new cars ever built on American
soil, with European looks, sports car
handling and good old American
horsepower under the bonnet. Brown was
a teenager in Hugo, Okla., at the time,
and the 10th anniversary ‘Vette
immediately became his Holy Grail of
cars.

The silver ’Vette had a good life even
before Brown came along and had been
restored back to original condition once at
some point in its life. “It was an older
restoration done by two brothers that
owned a dealership in Iowa, I think,” he
said. Aside from splurging on expensive
105-octane fuel, Brown hasn’t had to
make any real investment in the car
since.
There was one episode, however, that
he’d like to forget, and it almost sent his
prized ’63 to the boneyard. “I had one

scary incident,” he recalls. “I took it to [a
tire shop] in north Texas and had new
tires put on it … Usually, I would stay, but
this time I didn’t stay there, I left on an
errand while they were doing the work.
And, of course, the car has the knock-off
wheels … Well, I came back a couple
hours later, got the car, and I was driving
on Interstate 30 and the right front wheel
came off! Fortunately it started vibrating
and I slowed down, but I was still doing
probably 50 mph when it separated and it
did quite a bit of damage to the right front
…

“Clearly they didn’t know what they were
doing putting on knock-off wheels, and
looking back, I was equally at fault for not
overseeing it to make sure the mechanics
did it right … You’d never know it’s been
damaged now.”

If you are going to have a “first” Corvette,
then the 1963 Sting Ray coupe is a fitting
one to have because it was a car of many
firsts. The model year marked the first
time the Corvette was available as a
hard-top, and the first and only time it had
the split-window design. The hidden
headlights, leather upholstery and knockoff wheels were all debut items as well.
Air-conditioning was introduced late in the
year for the first time and was installed in
only 1.3 percent of 1963 Corvettes,
making A/C cars particularly attractive
these days. The independent rear
suspension was new on Corvettes, as
was the selection of new metallic paints
colors. On the convertibles, a beige
softtop was on the options list for the first
time since 1957.
The base engine was the 327-cid/250-hp
V-8, but 300- and 340-hp single-four-
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barrel carb power plants were available,
as was the now-coveted 360-hp “Fuelie.”

some ‘Vette-loving friends. Brown has
plenty these days. “I’m an honorary
member of many car clubs in North
Texas,” he said. “I do welcome tours and
so forth, when I’m asked.”

Brown’s collection can be viewed online
at www.hookedonvettes.com. In addition
to his ’63, the jaw-dropping fleet includes
Corvettes from 1954, ’57, ’62, ’64, ’65,
’66, ’67, ’78, 2003, ’06, ’09 and ’12. The
2009 and 2012 cars are both ZR1s. Non’Vettes in the collection include a 1955
Chevy Bel Air hardtop and fuel-injected
1957 Bel Air convertible.
The 1963 production ‘Vettes were spinoffs of the Sting Ray racing car of that
had been the brainchild of GM styling
honcho Bill Mitchell and designer Larry
Shinoda. Mitchell was a fan of the split
glass, although original Corvette designer
Zora Arkus-Duntov didn’t like the limited
visibility and sight lines of the new body
style.
The 1963 production run was split almost
evenly between the coupes and hardtops.
The fastback carried a base price of
$4,257 and 10,594 copies were
produced. The convertible was slightly
cheaper at $4,037 and slightly more
popular with 10,919 built.
Brown didn’t hang out with any other
Corvette owners during the early years,
when his collection consisted of just one
car. But he managed to get his ‘Vette fix
all alone every year in Pennsylvania. “I’ve
been going to Corvettes at Carlisle for
years,” he says. “Years ago I had no
friends in Texas who were into the hobby,
so I went for many, many years by myself
and stayed 48 hours and loved it… For
many years it was an individual passion I
had.”
Of course, when your collection grows to
13 Corvettes, you have a spectacular
3,000-square
foot
garage-museumplayhouse to show them off, and you
don’t mind having visitors and groups
come and check them out, you acquire

“It was a gift from my wife, so it means a
lot,” he says. “I don’t think she or I ever
thought it would take us to where we are
today, but it’s been a fun ride, literally and
figuratively.”

“WHERE SPEED KNOWS
NO LIMITS”
For 2012, Division 5 will be continuing the
Pit Vehicle registration program. All pit
vehicles will be required to register and
get a serialized sticker which must be
displayed on the vehicle. This pass is
good at any Division 5 track.

Brown tries to drive all of his cars
periodically, if not more than that, and that
means he still gets the ’63 out on the road
as often as he can. It provides the same
feeling of satisfaction and same familiar
ride and excitement these days as it did
years ago. “It’s still an exhilarating drive,
because of that 340-hp with the 4-speed,”
he says. “There’s no air-conditioning, and
because you don’t really have much
weight with that light fiberglass body, it’s
pure power. It doesn’t compare to a ZR1
that I have now, but for its year it’s a very
peppy car and a lot of fun to dive. It’s very
light, has a lot of torque and a lot of
horsepower to those rear wheels. It’s a
fast car, but I don’t drive it like that.”
Brown jokes that even if he does
somehow graduate from his “mid-life
crazies,” he’ll never be able to part with
his beloved “Split-Window.” It was the car
that changed him from a Corvette
dreamer into a Corvette owner, and the
car that led to the many Corvettes that
followed.

For a complete schedule for 2011:
www.topenddragways.com
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DRIVER BIO
These
Bio’s
are
taken
from
jamestownspeedway.com’s web site.

2nd
3rd

Kade Pittenger
JC Kramlich

1st
2nd
3rd

2nd Feature
Derek Shannon
Greg Moore
JC Kramlich

Junior 1

#1s Scott Bintz

1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd
Junior 2
1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd
Medium

Driver Hometown: Jamestown ND
Engine Builder: Dakota Engine Builders.
Chassis: Millenium Chassis.
Racing Class: Wissota Modified
Wissota Modified (1st year mod).

&

Years Racing: 12

The speedway was much honored to be
named the business of the year by the
Jamestown Chamber of Commerce.
Thanks to all our staff, drivers, fans and
sponsors for making this special award
possible.

Family Members: Shannon, Katie,
Katelyn, Meghan, Cameron & Samantha.
Crew Members: Chase Guthmiller, Joel
Rowell, John Scott.
Sponsors: RealTruck.com, Dakota Engine
Builders, Stampede Products, Millenium
Chassis, TruXedo, The Pizza Ranch,
Plasmaglow, TrailerWare.
Racing Bio: 29 Career Wins, 2011 North
Dakota State Champion – MW Mod 9th in
National Points 2011 – MW Mod, 2008
Wissota Central Region ROY.

Results from the June 3rd
Races
Rookies
1st

1st Feature
Jaden Christ

1st Feature
Logan Kruger
Ryan Erdahl
Tanner Jacobson
2nd Feature
Tanner Jacobson
Nolan Gleason
Ryan Erdahl
1st Feature
Ryan Ost
Chris Pittenger
Cheyene Diaz
2nd Feature
Chris Pittenger
Ryan Ost
Cheyenne Diaz

1st
2nd
3rd

1st Feature
Darrel Wagner
Dawn Erdahl
Cordel Becker

1st
2nd
3rd

2nd Feature
Darrel Wegner
Kyle Anderson
Dawn Erdahl
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We've worked hard to provide a safe,
controlled environment for anyone looking
to put their 4x4's to the test without the
worry of red lights in the rear view mirror!

Jamestown Drag Racing

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:
1947 Lincoln Convertible

The Jamestown Drag Racing Association
was founded in 2000 by six middle aged
drag racing fanatics from Jamestown that
enjoyed and sometimes raced in Fargo,
ND at the Interstate Dragways, as well as
the Harvey Airport in Harvey, ND. The
inaugural race was held in 2001 at the
Jamestown Regional Airport. This year,
2012, will be our 10th race.

Story and photos by Brian Earnest

Currently the races use the south end of
runway 04 with the pit area around
taxiway echo and the adjoining field. With
some of the proceeds of our races we
have been able to purchase our own
public address system, runway cleanup
equipment along with traction aid
equipment.
It was going to take something special to
make Chuck Gilpatrick want to part with
his prized 1947 Lincoln coupe.

The Association appreciates the support
from Community Businesses, Airport
Authority,
Buffalo
City
Tourism
Foundation and the Jamestown Fire
Department. The Association meets
approximately every two weeks from
March until the race. Meetings are held
every Thursday at 7:00 PM, at the
Jamestown
Fire
Department
hall.
Interested individuals are welcome to
attend and there is currently no
membership fee at this time.
The following are the meeting dates for
the 2012 calendar year. We will meet the
3rd Thursday of every month. The
meetings will be held at the Fire hall at
7:00pm, unless otherwise noted.
June 21st
July 5th, 12th
July 19th & 26th will be held on the
Airport grounds
July 28th & 29th - RACE DAYS

That something turned out to another
Lincoln of the same vintage — only
better.
Gilpatrick had to wave goodbye to the
coupe four years ago to make room in his
garage for his big green baby, a ’47
convertible that seems to be every bit as
stunning today as when it was born 65
years go.

The James Valley Off Roaders began
when a group of racing enthusiasts
encouraged a friend to let them use a
field South of Jamestown to begin racing
each other. The result: a well organized
team of race lovers who dedicate their
summers to racing all over North Dakota.

The way Gilpatrick talks about the car, it’s
clear that he never takes the old Lincoln
for granted. There aren’t many of them
around, and he’s mighty glad to have one.
“I had always been looking for a
convertible, but could never afford one,”
said Gilpatrick, a resident of Waukesha,
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Wis. “I had a coupe sedan for five years
and this car came up for sale in the
Lincoln magazine. It was owned by a fella
in Green Bay [Wis.]. He passed away and
his widow put it up for sale and I spied it
in the club magazine and the price was, I
thought, affordable. I went up and looked
at it the next day and that was the
beginning of the whole saga.

and I’d seen a lot of Continentals, but not
a convertible like this one.”
Like most American cars, the first postwar Lincolns were basically re-heated
1942 models with a few minor changes.
For 1946, Lincoln dropped the Zephyr
moniker that had been around since 1935
and simply called its base model the 76H
Lincoln
Series.
This
included
a
convertible, two-door coupe and four-door
“suicide door” sedan.

Gilpatrick’s car is a lovely pale green with
a tan interior and matching tan top. It was
one of just 384 base Lincoln convertibles
made for the 1947 model year, and
according to the homework Gilpatrick has
done on the cars, “there are only 10
known to exist.”

“I was very, very fortunate to be able to
get the car. I just kept my eyes open
looking around, but everything I saw was
either total wrecks or restored and
$60,000 or $70,000 and I didn’t have that
kind of money. The lady’s son said I was
the first one up there with the cash and
that’s how I got it. He said he had three
people waiting for the car.”

He’s not sure why, but Gilpatrick had
never seen the convertible at any shows
or Lincoln gatherings previously, even
though the car was only about 2 hours
away from his home. The previous owner
had bought the car in Columbus, Ohio, in
the early 1990s and had it restored a few
years later. The car was originally sold
new at a dealership in Detroit, but
Gilpatrick hasn’t been able to learn much
else about the Lincoln’s history.
“I don’t know if the previous owner had
gone to many Lincoln meets or anything,”
Gilpatrick said. “I had never seen the car
before. In fact, I had never seen a
convertible before. I knew they existed

The base Lincolns were still largely
overshadowed
by
their
luxurious
Continental siblings. The Continentals
were still among the most beautiful and
most desired American cars on the road
at the time — stylish pieces of rolling
artwork that were available only as
coupes or convertibles. The two Lincoln
lines shared some basic styling features
and the cars looked similar from the front,
but the Continental was pure luxury and
performance, where the base Lincoln was
more of an “everyman’s car.” With a base
price of $2,533, you could almost have
two base Lincoln convertibles for the price
of one Continental droptop.
The post-war Lincolns had beefier grilles
and much bigger bumpers than their prewar ancestors. For 1947, the push-button
door openers were replaced with more
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traditional handles and Lincoln badging
was added to both sides of the hood.

right, so I changed all that stuff to make it
as stock as I could.”

“It had a nylon top, which was not stock
for the car, so I had a new hartz cloth top
put on with the correct window in the
back. It has overdrive, but they almost all
did. That’s pretty much it. It’s got a
vacuum antenna that goes up and down.
Other than that, it was pretty much stock,
I guess.”

Both the Lincolns and Continentals rolled
on 125-inch-wheelbase chassis and
shared the V-12 engine that had become
the brand’s calling car. The 12 cylinders
displaced 305 inches and produced 130
hp. A three-speed manual was standard.
An overdrive gear was on the options list
along with a leather interior — which
Gilpatrick’s car has. A heater, radio and
whitewall tires were also available.
A total of 19,891 base Lincolns were built
for ’47, but only 384 of those were
ragtops,
according
to
Gilpatrick’s
research. Ironically, although only 1,596
Continentals were built for the same year,
those cars seem just as plentiful as the
base Lincolns today. Production numbers
for both Lincoln lines dropped for the
1948 model year, and for 1949 the
company unveiled an all-new lineup of
streamlined cars, including the debut
Cosmopolitan.

Gilpatrick had never been particularly
interested in Lincolns until about 10 years
ago. He wasn’t looking to buy one until,
like a lot of other vintage Lincoln owners,
he discovered that they were a lot of car
for the money in the collector car hobby.
“I was actually a Ford V-8 fan,” he
laughed. “I really wanted a Ford V-8
convertible, and of course that is another
thing I couldn’t afford. When I came
across the Lincoln, I thought, ‘Gosh, that’s
a great-looking car,’ and the rest is
history. I joined the Lincoln Club and
started going to meets and it’s been a
labor of love.”

Gilpatrick had to do some re-engineering
with the oil line and filter. He had the car’s
canister-type filter, but it wasn’t being
used. “It was really weird. He had taken
off the oil filter and just ran oil lines
directly from one part of the block to the
other end of the block,” he said. “He gave
[the filter] to me and I had to have it dechromed and painted black and get oil
lines in it. It was a major job to put it all
back in.”

He was probably going to buy the
convertible regardless, but Gilpatrick was
happy to find the car in excellent shape. It
had been restored previously, drove fine
and didn’t need a lot of work.

“I drove it around the neighborhood and it
drove really very nice,” he said. “It shifted
good, ran good and drove nice. It was
mechanically in very good shape. When
we got it home I discovered it had the
wrong air cleaner on it and the wrong
generator … and the carburetor was not

He doesn’t figure the car will need a new
paint job anytime soon, but if it does it will
be another coat of green. That was the
original color and that’s the way the car
will stay. “I sent away to Ford for the build
sheet for it and that’s the way it came
from the factory,” Gilpatrick noted.
“Everybody sees that color and says, ‘Oh,
that is such a beautiful green, I’ve never
seen a green like that!’ And they all carry
on!… I also discovered that it came with
Goodyear tires. Almost all of them had
Firestone tires, but the original owner
stipulated he wanted Goodyears, so that’s
what it has. I’ve kept on with that.”
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“No, I’m going to hang onto this car,” he
said. “I’m very happy with what I have.”

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS
Gilpatrick also couldn’t resist adding
some headers and dual exhausts with
cherry bomb mufflers. He kept the old
exhaust in case he ever changes his
mind, but that’s not likely. “It sounds
good,” he chuckles. “It kind of reminds me
of two six-cylinder Chevys driving
together.”

6/8/2012
&
6/9/2012
6/9/2012

6/10/2012

6/12/2012
The odometer on the Lincoln shows about
72,000 miles. Gilpatrick tries to get the car
out every few days when the weather is
decent and has no reservations about
driving the car to out-of-town car shows or
rolling along in highway traffic.
“I go out as often as I can,” he said. “ I
just really enjoy driving it in the back
country roads at 40-50 mph — and
stopping for ice cream.

6/15/2012
to
6/17/2012
6/16/2012

6/16/2012

6/17/2012
“I don’t really think it has any bad road
manners at all, to tell you the truth. The
brakes are adequate and I love the
overdrive. You can get on the freeway
and cruise 65 with no problem. It doesn’t
have power steering, but it steers very
well … I love the way it drives.”

6/21/2012

6/22/2012
to
6/23/2012
6/23/2012

6/23/2023
&
6/24/2012
6/22/2012
to
6/24/2012
6/23/2012
Gilpatrick had to give up his coupe when
he discovered another car that was too
good to pass up. He doesn’t expect that
to happen again.

6/26/2012
to
7/1/2012
6/29/2012

Car Show
Classtiques
Mandan, N.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
NLRA Late Model Special
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Car Show
Buggies-n-Blues
Mandan, N.Dak.
James Valley Street
Machines
Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Magic City Dragway
Points Drag Races
Minot, N.Dak.
Bridge City Cruisers
Ralley in the Valley
Valley City, N.Dak.
Top End Dragways
Tintmasters Street Legal Day
Glyndon, MN
Buffalo City Karting
2nd Race
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Drag Racing
Meeting @ Fire Hall 7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Car Show
Dakota Western Auto Club
Medora, N.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
Kid's Ride in the Race Cars
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Jr. Dragster Challenge
Glyndon, MN
Car Show
Back to the Fifties
St. Paul, MN
Car Show
Badlands Drifters Car Club
Glendive, MT
Magic City Dragway
Points Drag Races
Minot, N.Dak.
Car Show
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to
7/1/2012
6/30/2012

7/1/2012

7/5/2012

7/6/2012
to
7/8/2012
7/6/2012
to
7/8/2012
7/7/2012

7/7/2012

7/7/2012

7/12/2012

7/13/2012

7/14/2012

7/14/2012
&
7/15/2012

7/17/2012

7/19/2012

7/19/2012
to
7/21/2012
7/21/2012

7/22/2012

7/26/2012

7/28/2012

7/28/2012

Automania
Sioux Falls, S.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
Amsoil Qualifier Night
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Buffalo City Karting
3rd Race
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Drag Racing
Meeting @ Fire Hall 7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Magic City Dragway
IHRA Ironman Drags
Minot, N.Dak.
Counts of the Cobblestone
Black Hills Rod Run
Rapid City, S.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
Fireworks Spectacular
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Buffalo Rally
Jamestown Classic Car Club
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Car Show
Midsummer Classic
Underwood, N.Dak.
Jamestown Drag Racing
Meeting @ Fire Hall 7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Buffalo City Karting
Dash for Cash
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
Fair Races
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Quick 16 also featuring the
Midwest Wild Bunch
Glyndon, MN
James Valley Street
Machines
Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Drag Racing
Meeting @ Airport Grounds
7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Corvettes of Dakota
Territory
Black Hills Corvette Classic
Spearfish, S.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
NOSA Sprint Special
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Buffalo City Karting
5th Race
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Drag Racing
Meeting @ Airport Grounds
7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
Quad Races
Boy & Girl Scout Night
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Drag Racing

&
7/29/2012
7/28/2012
&
7/29/2012
8/4/2012

8/5/2012

8/11/2012

8/11/2012
&
8/12/2012

8/12/2012

8/14/2012

8/17/2012
to
8/19/2012
8/18/2012

8/25/2012
&
8/26/2012
8/31/2012
to
9/2/2012
8/31/2012
to
9/2/2012
9/1/2012

9/2/2012

9/8/2012

9/8/2012
&
9/6/2012
9/11/2012

9/21/2012
&
9/22/2012
9/22/2012
&
9/23/2012

Race Days
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Glyndon, MN
Top End Dragways
Tintmasters Street Legal Day
Glyndon, MN
Buffalo City Karting
6th Race
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
NLRA Late Model Special
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Quick 16 also featuring the
King of the Track
Glyndon, MN
Buffalo City Karting
7th Race
Jamestown, N.Dak.
James Valley Street
Machines
Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Magic City Dragway
Points Drag Races
Minot, N.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
Season Championship
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
MN State Championship
Glyndon, MN
Motor Magic
Car Show, Races, Auction
Minot, N.Dak.
Magic City Dragway
Motor Magic Points
Minot, N.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
Midwest Mod Special
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
Street Stock Special
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Bridge City Cruisers
Wings & Wheels Show &
Shine
Valley City, N.Dak.
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Quick 16 Weekend
Glyndon, MN
James Valley Street
Machines
Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
Stock Car Stampede
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Top End Dragways
Tintmasters Street Legal Day
High Dollar Quick 8 Race
Glyndon, MN

9/29/2012
&
9/30/2012

10/6/2012
&
10/7/2012

10/13/2012

10/16/2012

10/20/2012
&
10/21/2012
11/13/2012

12/1/2012

12/11/2012

Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
National Dragster Challenge
Featuring Midwest Wild
Bunch
Glyndon, MN
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Quick 16 Weekend
2012 Points Championship
Glyndon, MN
Top End Dragways
Tintmasters Street Legal Day
Glyndon, MN
James Valley Street
Machines
Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Top End Dragways
Bracket Weekend
Big Money Race Weekend
Glyndon, MN
James Valley Street
Machines
Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.
Jamestown Speedway
Awards Banquet at Shady's
Jamestown, N.Dak.
James Valley Street
Machines
Awards Banquet 5:30 Social
Hour, Dinner @ 6:30, Awards
Presentation & Auction@
7:00
Jamestown, N.Dak.

CAR CLUB SITES

www.bridgecitycruisers.com

www.classtiques.com
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Badlands Drifters Car Club
www.badlandsdrifters.com

www.primesteelcarclub.com
www.buggies-n-blues.org

www.topperscarclub.com

SWAP SHOP

www.classtiques.com

Counts of Cobblestone Car Club
www.countscarclub.com

James Valley Street Machines members
advertise for free. Ad runs until the item is
sold. Contact “Skovy” 701-202-7067.

www.ndsra.com

www.pioneercarclub.com
www.dakotacruiser.com

Corvettes of Dakota Territory
www.cdtnd.com

The “RUMBLER” magazine is a collection of stories
from various magazines, internet sites, and club
members. Any opinion express or implied is not that of
the James River Street Machines or any of their
members, but of those whose name is associated with
the stories.
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