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LOOKING TOWARDS 

THE FUTURE 

 
Story & Photos by Skovy 

 
Just around the corner 
(December 8, 2016) at the 
Knights of Columbus hall 519 1

st 

Avenue South Jamestown, ND 
will be our 5

th
 James Valley 

Street Machines Christmas 
Extravaganza. Again we will be 
serving Prime Rib and all the 
fixings. 

Don Wilhelm Inc. donated a 
Smith & Wesson 9mm pistol to 
be raffled at our Christmas 
Extravaganza and S&R Truck 
Plaza donated a Henry “Golden 
Boy” 22 lever action rifle to be 
auctioned at the Extravaganza. 
Roger Nenow will be the 
auctioneer. We will have over 30 
items to be auctioned and 20 



P a g e  | 2 

 

items on the raffle. Hope to see 
you all there! 

Dues will be collected along with 
meal vouchers for the Christmas 
Extravaganza. You will be 
receiving an e-mail in the very 
near future. Before December 3

rd
 

the entry price will be $40.00 for 
a single OR $60.00 for you & 
your significant other. This will 
include your 2017 dues. After 
December 3

rd
, the entry price will 

be $50.00 for a single OR $70.00 
for you & your significant other. 
This will include your 2017 dues. 
Please either call me 701-202-
7067 or e-mail me 
skovy@donwilhelm.com if you 
would like to purchase a ticket. 

We had a very successful 2016. 
Wonderful news to share! We 
raised a whopping $19,500.00 for 
the Huntington’s disease 
organization at our September 
Car Show. Area businesses 
along with the support of our 
major contributors (Don Wilhelm, 
Inc. and Stutsman Harley 
Davidson) had a huge hand in 
making this show a success. 
Even though we had a threat of 
bad weather that day we were 
still able to draw 166 
cars/trucks/bikes. 

Another success was our 2016 
Black Top Tour. Outside of a little 
dust going through the Pembina 
Gorge our cars made the rest of 
the trip in great shape. NOBODY 
(Yes Larry Gilge) had to be 
towed back on the trailer. Thanks 
Aaron & Amy Nogosek for driving 
the tow truck. Sorry that your 
services weren’t needed (Thank 
God) hehe. 

2017 again will be fun filled with 
many projects in the works. I’d 
like to be more active in the 
Adopt a Highway project and also 
I’d love to be more active with the 

“Chasing around Dakota” 
program (In memory of Chase 
Johnson). We’ll talk about that at 
our next meeting. 

We now have shirts. Some of you 
members ordered shirts at our 
last Christmas Extravaganza and 
we did not forget about you. I 
have the list and checked it twice. 
I will hand out the shirts if not 
before it will be at the Christmas 
Extravaganza. 

Meeting at Sabir’s II Wednesday 
November 9

th
 at 7:00. Hope to 

see you all there! 

Thank you everybody for reading 
and enjoying the “RUMBLER” 
magazine. Our e-mail 
subscriptions have passed 
20,500 issues.  
 
Don’t be bashful. We are a very 
active organization and want 
members. It’s only $25.00 for a 
regular membership & $50.00 if 
you want the “RUMBLER” mailed 
to you. See the application on the 
back page, or email 
Skovy@donwilhelm.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS 

Gaier, Craig  11/02 
Nenow, Roger  11/03 
Ravely, Rhonda  11/03 
Redinger, Dale  11/03 
Berg, Wayne  11/06 
Frueh, Darin  11/06 
Nenow, Lois  11/07 
Tracy, Dean  11/10 
Wilhelm, Rod  11/16 
Willman, Casey  11/16 
Heinle, Larry  11/17 
Mischka, Judy  11/17 
Calheim, Marla  11/18 
Miller, Randy  11/20 
Bowen, Jason  11/22 
Thomas, Trisha  11/22 
Anderson, Kim  11/28 
Jensen, Paul  11/28 
Balvitsch, Wayne 11/29  
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ACTIVE MEMBERS 

 
Allmer, Michael 

Andersen, Jeff(Andy) & Shelly 

Anderson, Bruce & Kathy 

Anderson, Roger & Meleia 

Anderson, Scott & Kim 

Arth, Jesse & Kelly 

Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla 

Baker, Neil & Judi 

Balvitsch, Wayne 

Behm, Earl & Connie 

Bennefeld, Greg & Judy 

Bensch, Paul & Janis 

Berg, Wayne & Tami 

Beyer, James 

Block, Scott & Pat 

Bowen, Jason & Renee 

Brandenburger, Max & Williams, 
Laura 

Briese, Lee & Penny 

Calheim, Clifford & Marla 

Carow, Billy & Candace 

Carpenter, Kent & Colleen 

Corell, John 

Demarcy, Jared 

Dewald, Joel & Della 

Elhard, Dale & Cynthia 

Engquist, Merrill (Sparky) & Marcia 

Erdahl, Shawn (Shady) & Dawn 

Eslick, Larry 

Frueh, Darin 

Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth 

Gehring, Duane & Kathleen 

Geisler, David 

Gibson, Teddy & Diane 

Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim 

Gilge, Larry & Cindy 

Gray, JeriLynn & Andy 

Greenlund, Ron & Darlene 

Gumke, Matt 

Gums, Robert & Candace 

Guthmiller, Neil & Linda 

Hallwachs, Loren & Renee 

Hansen, Michael & Angie 

Heiman, Tyler 

Heinle, Larry & Audrey 

Holzkamm, Al & Cindy 

Houge, Jason & Ann Marie 

Huber, Al & Sue 

Jangula, Duane 

Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy) 

Jensen, Paul & Sue 

Johnson, Brandon & Sonia 

Johnson, Irving & Marilyn 

Johnson, Rod W. 

Kamlitz, Brian 

Kapp, Dan & Jennifer 

Karn, Dale & Sue 

Keim, Lyman & Darlene 

Kessler, Michael & Mary 

Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis 

Krein, Larry & Kelly 

Kummer, Jeffrey & Erin 

Lade, Joshua 

Lang, John (JR) 

Larson, Don & Bonnie 

Layton, Viril & Mary 

Loose, Larry & Bonita 

Lulay, Bob & Alma 

Lynn, Randy 

Lynn, Tyler & Pauline 

Martin, Randy & Patti 

Masters, George & Eileen 

Mathias, Roger & Bonnie 

McCreedy, Terrance 

McCullough, Gary & Billie 

McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene 

Meidinger, Jamie 

Meikle, Jack & Gloria 

Meyer, Ken & Annie 

Miller, Randy 

Mischka, Kenneth & Judy 

Mittleider, Cody & Elaine 

Mitzel, LeRoy 

Moser, LeRoy & Gloria 

Nelson, Troy & Lois 

Nenow, Roger & Lois 

Nogosek, Aaron & Amy 

Noot, Jay & Bryant 

Olson, David & Adele 

Olson, Taylor 

Olson, Ryan 

Orness, Stan & Sharon 

Patzner, Elroy 

Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda 

Readel, Larry & Nadine 

Redinger, Dale 

Rixen, Dennis 

Sabir, Nam 

Schauer, Ronald & Cindy 

Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia 

Seher, Jeff 

Specht, Gary & Margaret 

Speckman, Dale & Pamela 

Thoele, Kevin & Kim 

Thomas, Troy & Tricia 

Timm, Curt 

Titman, Nick 

Tracy, Dean & Martha 

VanFleet, Jake 

Vining, Taylor 

Wegenast, Colin & Toni 

Wegner, Donald & Marla 

Westerhausen, Leon & Mary Jane 

Wiest, J.P. & Judy 

Wilhelm, Jeff 

Wilhelm, Jordan 

Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy 

Willman, Casey & Jessica 

Wolf, Cameron 

Wolff, Clayton & Beverly 

Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn 
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CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
1968 DODGE CHARGER    

Story & Photos by John Gunnell 
(oldcarsweekly.com) 

 

Beautiful new styling 
characterized the second-
generation Chargers, which saw 
a huge sales boost from 14,980 
cars in 1967 to 96,100 new 1968 
cars, all of which were two-door 
hardtops. What made the 
Charger so popular for ’68 was 
Dodge’s introduction of “airplane 
fuselage” styling that featured a 
smoother, rounded Coke-bottle-
shaped semi-fastback body and 
wheel bulges. 

Hidden headlamps were 
continued into 1968 and a 
blacked-out grille was used to 
give a taped-headlamp look of 
the day’s race cars. Race-style 
gas filler was also added. 
Scallops in the hood could be 
optioned with turn indicators, and 
the doors were also scalloped. 
There was an integral rear spoiler 
and a blacked-out rear beauty 
panel with two round taillights on 
each side. 

 

Standard on Chargers were all 
federal safety features plus all-

vinyl front bucket seats; 
carpeting; a three-spoke steering 
wheel with a padded hub and 
partial horn ring; a heater and 
defroster; electric clock; cigar 
lighter; ashtray lamp; heavy-duty 
suspension; sway bar; heavy-
duty rear springs and torsion 
bars; front and rear bumper 
guards; wheel opening moldings; 
concealed headlamps; quick-fill 
gasoline cap; the 145-hp/225-cid 
“slant six;” and 7.35×14 tubeless 
black wall tires. 

The base six-cylinder Charger 
(only 908 were built) listed for 
$2,934 and weighed 3,500 lbs. 
The 230-hp/318-cid V-8 could be 
added for $106 and was a far 
more popular choice with 76,893 
was built. The R/T (for “Road and 
Track”) listed for $3,500 and 
weighed about 130 lbs. more. It 
had a production run of 18,307. 

 

Charger options included the 
318-cid V-8; 290-hp/383-cid V-8; 
330-hp/383-cid V-8; 375-hp/440-
cid V-8; and 425-hp/426-cid V-8. 
Buyers could add muscle car 
features including a limited-slip 
differential for $42.35; a 
tachometer for $48.70; custom 
wheels for $97.30; and a console 
for $52.85. Power brakes were 
$41.75 and if you wanted front 
disc brakes, they were a $72.95 
option. 

As standard equipment, the 
Charger R/T model included the 
375-hp/440-cid Magnum V-8; 
TorqueFlite automatic 

transmission; dual exhaust (with 
chrome tips); heavy-duty brakes; 
R/T handling package; racing 
stripes; and F70-14 Red Streak 
or whitewall tires. 

 

Motor Trend summed up the new 
R/T model-option as a “Charger 
with a set of mags, Wide Oval 
tires and a bumblebee stripe.” 
The R/T also included name 
badges, heavy-duty 
underpinnings along with the 440 
Magnum V-8. This engine was 
good for 0-to-60 mph in 6.5 
seconds and a 15-second quarter 
at 93 mph in the 1968 Charger. 

 

The featured Bright Blue R/T has 
a white vinyl top and belongs to 
Greg Fox of Franklin, Wis., and is 
one of dozens of Chargers 
scheduled to appear at the 2016 
Iola Car Show. Under the hood is 
the standard R/T Magnum 440 V-
8 attached to a column-shifted 
TorqueFlite. The interior features 
matching blue bucket seats with 
an armrest-style console and a 
wood-rimmed steering wheel. 
Fox did what most new Charger 
owners did on the second day of 
ownership: he added a set of 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1968-dodge-charger/attachment/1965-charger-6
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1968-dodge-charger/attachment/1968-charger-5
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1968-dodge-charger/attachment/1968-charger-3
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1968-dodge-charger/attachment/1968-charger-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1968-dodge-charger/attachment/1968-charger-4
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five-spoke mag wheels to his car 
for that period look. All the 
features add up to one heck of a 
“looker.” 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

RUMBLER HUMOR                                    
Story & Pictures sent by Craig Gaier                 

(James Valley Street Machines) 
 

 

TRUST 

The Jewish Quarterback 

The coach had put together the 
perfect team for the Chicago 
Bears. The only thing that was 
missing was a good quarterback. 
He had scouted all the colleges 
and even the Canadian and 
European leagues, but he 
couldn't find a super athlete who 
could ensure a Super Bowl win. 

Then one night while watching 
CNN he saw a war-zone scene in 
the West Bank. In one corner of 
the background, he spotted a 
young Israeli soldier with a truly 
incredible arm. He threw a hand 
grenade straight into a 15th story 
window 100 yards away. 

KABOOM! 

He threw another hand grenade 
75 yards away, right into a 
chimney. 

KA-BLOOEY! 

Then he threw another at a 
passing car going 90 mph. 

BULLS-EYE! 

"I've got to get this guy!” the 
coach said to himself. "He has 
the perfect arm!" 

So, he brings him to the States 
and teaches him the great game 
of football. And the Bears go on 
to win the Super Bowl. 

The young man is hailed as the 
great hero of football, and when 
the coach asks him what he 
wants, all the young man wants 
is to call his mother. 

Mom," he says into the phone, "I 
just won the Super Bowl!” 

"I don't want to talk to you", the 
old woman says. “You are not my 
son!" 

I don't think you understand, 
Mother," the young man pleads. 
"I've won the greatest sporting 
event in the world. I'm here 
among thousands of my adoring 
fans." 

"No! Let me tell you!" his mother 
retorts. "At this very moment, 
there are gunshots all around us. 
The neighborhood is a pile of 
rubble. Your two brothers were 
beaten within an inch of their 
lives last week, and I have to 
keep your sister in the house so 
she doesn't get raped!" The old 
lady pauses, and then tearfully 
says: 

"I will never forgive you 
for making us move to 

Chicago!” 

 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1968-dodge-charger/attachment/1968-charger-1
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Muscle cars are junk, but 
they could save the world 

Story & Photos by Matt Midori 
(Autoblog.com) 

 

This post comes from Auto blog 
Open Road, our contributor 
network. The author is solely 
responsible for the content, and 
any opinions do not necessarily 
reflect those of Auto blog and its 
editors. 

Muscle cars are the automotive 
equivalent to the proverbial "big, 
bad wolf". They huff and puff with 
sound and fury, but do little to 
outwit their opponents. This 
primitive attempt at ego-centric 
aggression and menace could be 
expected from a more primitive 
time. However, with a new crop 
of muscle/pony cars scorching 
pavement and eardrums 
worldwide...it begs the question: 
what's the point? 

Muscle cars are nothing without 
context. The sixties and early 
seventies were a time of 
revolution in America. Society 
and its luminaries reflected that. 
It was the age of Jimi Hendrix 
and the Beatles, Steve McQueen 
and Bruce Lee...JFK and MLK. 
Fashions and societal norms also 
followed suit. With every part of 
the culture swinging however it 
chose, radical modes of 
transportation would've (and 
should've) been expected. 

The humble beginnings of the 
muscle car recipe were 
straightforward. Simply, cram 
large (and high-output) engines 

between the fenders of as many 
models of sleek tin as possible. 
The more disproportionate the 
power-to-weight ratio; the better. 
Eventually, they even got all 
dolled up to match their lead-
fueled machismo. The very 
crackle and pop of an exhaust 
note would quake down streets 
and rattle window frames. This, 
much like many realities of the 
era, was blanketed in an aura of 
rebellion. It was an explosive 
cocktail or nationality, pride, 
straight-line performance and 
irreverence. They were rolling 
manifestations of the boldest 
statements from the corporate 
giants of the time. It was a battle 
cry heard from street to 
strip...stoplight to stoplight. 

As groundbreaking as the muscle 
car's impact was, it wasn't due to 
the prowess of the vehicles, but 
rather the pervasiveness of their 
reputations. Most cars were 
basic, straight rear axle, leaf-
sprung, stamped and spot-
welded mediocrity. The best of 
the bunch would be deemed 
unacceptable...compared to the 
worst built cars of the nineties. 
Their brutality would come at the 
cost of efficiency and virtually 
every measurable vehicle 
parameter critical to a functional 
vehicle. Yet, the legend of 
immortal Neanderthal 
persevered. 

The parallels between the muscle 
car era and the SUV craze are 
impossible to ignore. Muscle cars 
were over-indulgent, primitive, 
dangerous-to-operate icons of 
masculinity that are sold to 
inadequately experienced 
drivers. While SUVs are over-
indulgent, primitive, dangerous-
to-operate icons of masculinity 
that are sold to inadequately 
experienced drivers. Of course, 
the pitches are similar as 

well...essentially all justified on 
an ideology that's based solely 
on hypothetical situations rarely 
encountered in legal, daily 
motoring. 

With history as testament, both 
vehicle types would seemingly 
have their virtues. Muscle cars 
represent the freedom to 
purchase virtually any vehicle 
one chose. They also offered 
unprecedented performance to 
the masses at an affordable cost, 
right? Well, there's no clear 
evidence for either of these 
conclusions. 

 
 

Freedom: 

Yes, from the introduction of the 
1966 Pontiac GTO to the fuel 
crisis of 1973 it was possible to 
purchase many high-
performance cars right off the 
showroom floor. This was easier 
than the "built at home" method 
of hot-rodding that existed in 
post-World War II. However, it 
took twenty-three years (after 
1973) for engine outputs to 
supersede the GTO's power 
(note: the GTO's gross 
horsepower was 325, but is 
argued to be underrated) with the 
1996 Camaro SS's net 330HP. 
Debate aside, there's no denying 
the massive performance 
vacuum throughout the following 
decades. 

Some will even argue that 
emissions killed the original 
muscle cars. However, that isn't 
the whole truth since insurance 
companies were raising rates 
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making sales success illusive. 
Not to mention, the government-
imposed safety standards which 
were adding weight to the 
already portly heavy-hitters. Of 
course, the cars could've been 
killed by the switch to unleaded 
fuels, but likely not before the 
lead eventually eradicated 
potential buyers. The bottom line 
is: that everything is born and 
everything dies. Frankly, the 
muscle car's time was up. So, 
seven years of freedom 
compared to over twenty 
of...performance prison. Was it 
worth it? 

Affordability: 

This one is subjective and highly 
depends on the value one 
associates with life and limb. 
Unfortunately, driver training 
wasn't on the option list for any 
muscle car available. This meant 
that unskilled motorists would 
operate high-powered, ill-
equipped vehicles amongst a sea 
of lesser-powered, equally ill-
equipped (pre-crash testing) iron. 
What could possibly go wrong? 
Again, muscle cars are nothing 
without context...Unfortunately, in 
this instance; the context isn't in 
the muscle car's favor. So, while 
it was possible to purchase a 
relatively ludicrous, high-
performance machine for less 
than $3,000 USD...there were a 
number of items that weren't 
included in that sales price. 
These included such niceties as 
(obviously) anti-lock brakes 
(sometimes not even power 
brakes/front discs), traction or 
stability control or airbags. 
Additionally, some buyers would 
choose to forgo power steering to 
save weight and/or parasitic 
engine drag. As if matters 
couldn't get worse, the cars were 
shod with bias-ply tires. In 
summary, a low price is possible 

for a car that can accelerate 
quickly yet is inept at handling 
and braking. Paradoxically, this 
doesn't appear to be such a good 
value. 

 

Now, the world has a bold, new 
generation of muscle car. This 

time, the price tag is heftier, but 
more inclusive. The power is 
fiercer, but more refined. The 
aesthetics are vaguely familiar, 
but fail to flatter the originals. 
These cars aren't their 
predecessors...they aren't even 
derivatives. What they represent 
is a Trick-or-Treat era of 
evocative amusement. A G-rated 
tribute band created within the 
midst of a society complacent 
with manufactured rebellion. Kind 
of "the one that got away", but 
came back as a caricatured 
fantasy. The nuance, flaws and 
danger are all gone. Every sharp 
edge is rounded and every 
rage...tamed. It's what happens 
when hot-rodding becomes a 
lifestyle brand...So, what's there 
to learn? 

The truth is that there isn't much 
to learn from repeating the past. 
It's worth taking note that it's 
been twenty years since 1997 
and this brand of fun isn't going 
to last forever. Every single 
enthusiast who craves the thrill of 
a performance car better prepare 
for a long ice-age. At this point, 
there are countless variables and 
miles of writing on the wall that 
will soon spell doom for this era 
of performance machines. 

In order to prevent the 
resurrection of the past, it'd be 
wise to evaluate and embrace 
new automotive ambitions...and 
do it now. 

The future: 

The only reason the first batch of 
muscle cars was possible was 
due to the achievements of our 
ancestors that were focused on 
creating a legacy for the following 
generations. They created the 
Hoover Dam, the Interstate 
Highway System...effective, 
country-wide distribution of 
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energy (electricity, oil, fuel). After 
that, they reaped the benefits of 
their time and investment. Today, 
it may mean creating better, 
cleaner, sustainable electric 
infrastructure and public 
transportation. It's easy to see if 
there's an abundance of energy 
and public transportation; the 
enthusiasts' way of life won't be 
as easily threatened. 

In addition, the cars themselves 
can be improved. At the core of 
every great muscle car there's 
the almighty principle of power-
to-weight. Honda's 660cc S 
Dream Streamliner recently set a 
Bonneville land speed record of 
261mph. Wouldn't it be possible, 
with contemporary materials, to 
rival and exceed the performance 
of any and EVERY factory 
muscle car ever created...with a 
fraction of the dead weight? 
These are goals worth achieving 
to avert a fate that's looming. The 
era of the muscle car was 
memorable and treasured 
because the people of the day 
tried to push their boundaries, in 
earnest, towards a future 
unknown. That's why, in spite of 
all the flaws, people still love the 
muscle car. 

 

 

*Please note: The 1970 
Chevrolet Camaro pictured was 
owned (for 15 years) and 
restored from the ground-up by 
the author. 

 
 

AROUND MILL HILL 
Story & Photos by JVSM Evaluation Team 

 

 
 
Around Mill Hill is going to be a 
monthly evaluation of area 
businesses. If you are a paid 
member of the JVSM and would 
like to take part in this program, 
please let me know 
skovy@donwilhelm.com and I will 
add your name to the list. 
 
This month, Skovy along with 
members of the James Valley 
Street Machines went to the 
Bison 6 Cinema in Jamestown 
ND and reviewed the movie 
“Inferno”. We also went to 
Woodland Steakhouse Bar & 
Grille in Valley City ND and 

evaluated the service and food 
we received. 
 

(MOVIE) 

 

 
 
When Robert Langdon wakes up 
in an Italian hospital with 
amnesia, he teams up with Dr. 
Sienna Brooks, and together they 
must race across Europe against 
the clock to foil a deadly global 
plot. 
 
Evaluations from members were: 
 
“Let’s do it again next week!” 
 
“One of the best snap neck who 
dunnit I’ve seen in a long time.” 
 
‘Too much gore & twists to the 
story.” 
 
“It kept my interest the whole 
movie. Lots of action!” 
 
“Too much at the end to 
understand from the beginning.” 
 
“I loved the twists and turns the 
movie had. He had many 
struggles in his life but he made it 
work and he accomplished.” 
 

mailto:skovy@donwilhelm.com
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(DINNER) 
 

 

 

4 STARS OUT OF 4! 

This article is not written to slam 
any businesses, but it is written 
to make the public aware of 
services the Jamestown area 
residences are experiencing at 
local eateries. 
 
Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5 
rating.  A number 5 is the best 
rating and a 0 rating is area 
needing work.  There is a total of 
1700 points to be scored. 85 
points per line and there are 18 
fields that are evaluated. Again, 
these evaluations are not for the 
intention for getting anybody fired 
or to slam a business. It is a fact 
finding mission. 

 
Appetizers were the Lavish, 
Deep fried string beans, Cheese 
curds. The main Course was 
Ribeye Steak, Walleye, and 
Bison Burger. There desert was a 

fabulous Cheesecake, Key Lime 
Pie, and Peanut Butter rice 
Krispy bars 

MEET & GREET: 
1. Convey the feeling that you 

were a valued customer: 
84 points 98.82% 

2. Seat you and deliver menus in 
a courteous manner: 
82 points 96.47% 

3. Was the staff properly attired? 
82 points 96.47% 

 
SERVER: 

1. Suggest a beverage or 
specialty drink: 
72 points 84.71% 

2. Appear to be knowledgeable 
about the menu items: 
79 Points 92.94% 

3. Remain attentive throughout 
the dining experience: 
83 Points 97.65% 

4. Mention/Offer Appetizer? 
Options: 
81 points 95.29% 
 

APPETIZER: 
1. Serve the soup or salad within 

a reasonable time: 
77 Points 90.59% 

2. Was the order correct, 
complete and properly 
prepared? 
76 points 89.41% 
 

ENTRÉE: 
1. Were appropriate condiments 

served? 
80 Points 94.12% 

2. Check back to ensure that your 
meal was satisfactory: 
76 Points 89.41% 

3. Offer refills on beverage/drinks: 
73 Points 85.88% 

4. Was the order correct, 
complete and properly 
prepared? 
75 Points 88.24% 
 

DESERT: 
1. Mention/Offer Desert? Options?  

75 Points 94.12% 
 

2. Was the order correct, 
complete and properly 
prepared? 
73 Points 85.88% 
 

GENERAL: 
1. Did they appear to be busy and 

efficient in their work? 
80 Points 94.12% 

2. Were the tables properly 
bussed? 
85 Points 85.88% 

3. Did the bartenders appear neat 
and professional in their 
appearance? 
65 Points 76.47% 

4. Did the overall dining 
experience meet or exceed 
your expectations: 
83 Points 97.65% 

5. Were there enough employees 
to take care of guests? 
78 Points 91.76% 
 

TOTAL POINTS: 
1552 points 91.29% 

 
The aviance of the Woodland 
Steakhouse Bar & Grill was very 
homey. We all loved the aroma of 
the fresh burning wood in the 
fireplace. The décor was inviting 
and the staff was pleasurable. 
Great job Woodland. 4 Stars! 
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How the 2017 Camaro 
compares to the 1967 

original                           
Story & Photos by Jeff Glucker 

(motorauthority.com) 

1967 Chevrolet Camaro SS 396 
compared to the 2017 Camaro 1SS 

People love to look back on the 
past with rose-colored glasses. 
We do this with everything from 
politics, to finance, to the world 
climate, and especially to 
automobiles. The thing is, cars 
today are better than ever and 
they're only improving. That 
doesn't mean the classics are 
bad. In fact, we love old school 
metal here. Still, it's interesting to 
see how an old model compares 
to its newer version...like, for 
example, the Chevrolet Camaro. 

The 2017 model year marks the 
50th anniversary of the Camaro. 
To celebrate that fact, H&H 
Classic Parts compiled a side-by-
side comparison of a 1967 
Camaro SS 396 against a 2017 
Camaro 1SS to show how the 
two machine stack up. Obviously, 
the newer machine makes more 
power and vastly outperforms the 
older muscle machine. 
Surprisingly, the new car only 
gains a few mpg in city driving. 
Those extra gears help out on 
the highway, though. 

As you can see, the original 
Camaro 396 SS made 
impressive power from its 6.5-
liter big block V-8 engine. 
Horsepower was rated at 375 
while the torque was up to 410 
pound-feet. (Remember, though, 
that those were gross 
horsepower ratings, not net 

ratings, which can be up to a 
third lower). The 396 vaulted the 
'67 Camaro dash from 0-60 mph 
in just 6.5 seconds and run 
through a quarter mile in 14.5 
seconds. 

1967 Chevrolet Camaro SS 396 
compared to the 2017 Camaro 1SS 

The modern Camaro benefits 
from the 6.2-liter LT1 V-8 engine, 
which produces 455 horsepower 
and 455 lb-ft of torque. It shaves 
2.5 seconds off the older car's 0-
60 mph dash and rips through 
the quarter mile in just 12.3 
seconds. More amazingly, 
however, today's car stops from 
60-0 mph in far less space. The 
older car took an estimated 250 
feet to come to a halt, while the 
new car can do it in just 117 feet. 

There are a number of other 
interesting data points you can 
pull out here while looking at the 
cars side by side. Despite the 

data, the heart can take over and 
many of us would pick the old 
pony car. The new stuff is better, 
but it's the old school machines 
that make us smile a bit more. 

Just don't expect the old car to 
drive like a new one. 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
1965 FORD GALAXIE 500   

Story & Photos by Brian Earnest 
(oldcarsweekly.com) 

 

When Russ and Sandy Kuenstler 
were snooping around for a new 
collector car to play with a few 
years back, there wasn’t much 
doubt what kind of car they’d 
wind up. Sandy had already 
settled on mid-1960s Ford 
Galaxies as her favorite 
machines, so it was almost a 
forgone conclusion that the New 
Berlin, Wis., couple would wind 
up with another one. 

The latest, and best, of her stable 
of Galaxies is the pair’s striking 
1965 Galaxie 500 XL convertible, 
outfitted in bright red with a 
gleaming white interior. The car 
makes the rounds of the 
Wisconsin car show circuit in the 

http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1106558_how-the-2017-camaro-compares-to-the-1967-original
http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1106558_how-the-2017-camaro-compares-to-the-1967-original
http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1106558_how-the-2017-camaro-compares-to-the-1967-original
http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1106558_how-the-2017-camaro-compares-to-the-1967-original
http://images.hgmsites.net/lrg/1967-chevrolet-camaro-ss-396-compared-to-the-2017-camaro-1ss_100573627_l.jpg
http://images.hgmsites.net/lrg/1967-chevrolet-camaro-ss-396-compared-to-the-2017-camaro-1ss_100573627_l.jpg
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1965-ford-galaxie-500-xl/attachment/1965-galaxie-10-2
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summertime, and the Kuenstlers 
are happiest when they are 
caravanning from show to show, 
top down, and enjoy their 
glorious convertible cruiser. 

 

“This is my fourth one,” Sandy 
notes proudly. “One of them was 
a Ford Custom, the other three 
were Galaxies. I just like that car. 
It’s my favorite…. And the top 
stays down. Always! About the 
only time we ever put it up is if 
we get caught someplace and it 
starts raining.” 

 

The Kuenstlers almost always 
travel with a vintage child seat in 
the back to add to the fun. It’s 
complete with a steering wheel in 
case any little backseat 
passengers want to practice their 
driving. 

Sandy bought her first Galaxie 
from a friend back in the 1960s 
for $100. This one cost a bit 
more, but it’s been worth every 
penny for the Kuenstlers. They 
found it when it had about 76,000 
miles on the odometer back in 
June of 2004. By then the car 
had been restored once and 
been through a succession of 
owners, beginning with an 
optometrist in Waterloo, Iowa, 
who bought in new. Just a year 
later, in 1966, the car went to a 
couple in Waverly, Iowa, who 
kept it until 1988, when they sold 
it to a man in Wisconsin Dells, 
Wis. 

The Wisconsin Dells owner had 
the car restored, but the job took 
until 1997. That was a lot longer 
than the owner wanted, 
apparently, and he got rid of the 
car in 1998. “It was fully restored. 
The fella that owned it got fed up 
with the car because it cost so 
much and was taking so long. I 
saw it in [an advertisement] in 
Old Cars Weekly. I saw that the 
guy had a local area code — we 
were in the Milwaukee area — 
and I called the guy and he had 
the car up in Door County [Wis.]. 
So we went up and looked at it 
and bought it. The guy had kept it 
up there in Door County and 
used it mostly for parades.” 

Since then Russ has only 
tinkered with a few minor things 
on the big Ford. He’s added an 
electronic ignition to make it more 
reliable and put headers on the 
390-cid V-8. The odometer now 

shows 119,000 miles and 
counting. 

 

The droptop was one of 9,849 
Galaxie 500 XL convertibles 
assembled for the 1965 model 
year. They carried a base price of 
$3,426. A two-door hardtop was 
also offered for $3,167 and 
production of the closed cars was 
almost triple that of the 
convertibles at 28,141 
assemblies. 

 

 

The Galaxie 500XL was the sport 
trim version of the Galaxie 500 
and included all Galaxie 500 trim 
plus bucket seats and floor-
mounted shift lever, polished 
door trim panels with carpeting 
on the lower portion of the doors, 
dual-lens courtesy/warning lights 
in the door panels, rear reading 
lights in hardtops and Galaxie 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1965-ford-galaxie-500-xl/attachment/1965-galaxie-1-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1965-ford-galaxie-500-xl/attachment/1965-galaxie-11-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1965-ford-galaxie-500-xl/attachment/1965-galaxie-7-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1965-ford-galaxie-500-xl/attachment/1965-galaxie-6-2
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500XL badges on the body 
exterior. 

 

The 1965 full-sized Fords were 
billed as “the newest since 1949.” 
Luxury and comfort were 
emphasized in the new Custom, 
Custom 500, Galaxie 500, 
Galaxie 500XL and Galaxie 500 
LTD series. It was the first year 
for coil spring rear suspension 
and promotions were geared 
towards the new LTD being 
quieter than a Rolls-Royce. 

Clean, sharp, square lines 
characterized the fresh new body 
styling that was set off by a 
radiator grille with thin, horizontal 
bars and dual headlights stacked 
on top of each other. There was 
a slight “Coke bottle” shape to 
the rear of the body. The 
Galaxies came with two keys to 
aid in valet parking — one key 
opened the trunk and glovebox, 
the other the doors and ignition. 

The 289-cid/200-hp V-8 engine 
and Cruise-O-Matic automatic 
transmission were standard in 
both XL body styles. The 240-cid 
six-cylinder was stock in the base 
Galaxies. The optional 390-cid V-

8 was rated at 300 hp and was a 
$246 upgrade. A 352-cid/250-cid 
V-8 and four-barrel “Interceptor” 
390 was also on the options list, 
as was the 427-cid/425-hp 
Thunderbird Super High-
Performance V-8 preferred by 
racers and horsepower junkies. 

 

 

The Kuenstlers’ car is equipped 
with all the goodies they desired 
for pleasant cruising, including 
and AM/FM radio, console and 
clock with second hand. The top 
is new, but it rarely sees daylight. 

 

The license plate reads “1 Hot 
Gal”, which the red Galaxie 
certainly is. It continually reminds 
Sandy of her younger days and 
her first car, which she needed to 
get to work. “This one’s in a lot 
better shape and it’s the reverse 
colors — my first one had a white 
exterior and red interior,” she 
says. 

 

Even though Russ does most of 
the driving, he insists it’s his 
wife’s car. He’s reminded of that 
anytime the subject of ever 
selling the car arises. 

“If you see this car for sale in the 
paper, and you don’t see my 
death notice, you can look for his 
death notice,” Sandy says. 

“If he starts selling it before I’m 
gone, he’s probably going first!” 

 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1965-ford-galaxie-500-xl/attachment/1965-galaxie-4-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1965-ford-galaxie-500-xl/attachment/1965-galaxie-2-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1965-ford-galaxie-500-xl/attachment/1965-galaxie-9-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1965-ford-galaxie-500-xl/attachment/1965-galaxie-3-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1965-ford-galaxie-500-xl/attachment/1965-galaxie-5-3


P a g e  | 13 

 

Dodge adds Challenger 
T/A and Charger Daytona 

models for 2017                                 
Story & Photos by Jeff Glucker 

(motorauthority.com) 

The Dodge Challenger and 
Charger trace their roots back to 
a pair of muscle cars from the 
1960s and early 1970s. Ignore 
the fact that the modern Charger 
has an extra set of doors, though, 
and just revel in the modern 
muscle goodness. That's what 
Dodge is doing. Today, Dodge 
announced some new retro-
inspired trims for the Challenger 
and Charger lineup. 

The Daytona and T/A names are 
coming back for 2017. If you're a 
fan of classic muscle made 
modern, this is good news. 

The 2017 Challenger T/A will be 
available with either the 375-
horsepower 5.7-liter Hemi V-8 or 
the 485-horsepower 6.4-liter (392 
cubic-inch) Hemi V-8. If you're 
unaware, the T/A name dates 
back to 1970 when Dodge 
created a Challenger designed to 
compete in the SCCA's Trans Am 
racing series. Just less than 
2,400 original Challenger T/As 
were built. 

2017 Dodge Challenger T/A 

The modern T/A comes in three 
flavors. First up is the Challenger 
T/A, which utilizes the smaller 
Hemi and gets a ton of retro 
treatments on the outside. It's not 
all just looks, though, as the car 
is fitted with the through-the-

headlamp intake treatment that's 
found on the Hellcat. A new 
electronically controlled active 
exhaust system helps create a 
lustier exhaust note. The Super 
Track Pack upgrade brings about 
lowered suspension, Bilstein 
shocks, and three-modes of 
driver selectable stability control. 

 

Jump to the Challenger T/A Plus 
and you add heated and 
ventilated Nappa leather seats 
finished in black and bearing a 
T/A logo. You'll also find that 
easy-to-use Uconnect 
infotainment system peering back 

at you through an 8.4-inch 
touchscreen. Keep climbing, 
however, and you'll arrive at the 
T/A 392, which gets the 6.4-liter 
Hemi. This car also wears 
massive Brembo brakes front 
and rear, and those stoppers are 
hiding behind 20-inch forged 
wheels wrapped in 275-series 
Pirelli rubber. 

2017 Dodge Charger Daytona 392 

If a sedan is more your speed, 
check out the new Charger 
Daytona. Sure it's related to a car 
with a gigantic rear wing, but that 
isn't on the options list for 
2017...sadly. Instead, you start 
off with the standard 5.7-liter 
Hemi that features a cold-air 
intake and the same 
aforementioned 2.75-inch active 
exhaust found on the Challenger 
T/A. You also get the same 
Super Track Pack bits. Unlike the 
Challenger, however, you're only 
choice for a gearbox is the 8-
speed automatic. In the coupe, 
you can opt to row your own 
through a 6-speed manual. 

Dodge shows off it updated 2017 
Challenger and Charger lineup. 

For more bark and bite, jump to 
the Charger Daytona 392. 
Equipped with the 6.4-liter V-8, it 
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will run from 0-60 mph in the mid 
4-second range and blast 
through a quarter mile in just over 
12 seconds. You also get the 
upgraded Brembo, wheels, and 
tires from the Challenger T/A 
392. 

 

If you prefer a modern American 
sports car, take a look at the Ford 
Motor Company [NYSE:F] 
Mustang and Chevrolet Camaro. 

However, if you want a modern 
American muscle car that doesn't 
try to be anything other than that, 
keep your eyes on the 
Challenger and the Charger. 
These are grand tourers with 
growl. Feel free to borrow that 
one, Dodge, as long as we can 
borrow your T/As and Daytona’s 
in the near future. 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
1959 CHEVY IMPALA    

Story & Photos by David W Temple 
(oldcarsweekly.com) 

 

General Motors cars of 1959 are 
noted for their dramatic and 
extreme styling. Chevrolet was, 
of course, not immune to the 
virtually “anything goes” styling 
phenomenon of that model year. 
The big Chevys of 1959 marked 
the end of a decade of major 
advancement at GM’s “bow tie” 
division. The decade of the 
1950s brought forth Chevy’s first 
hardtop, the Bel Air, in 1950; its 
first modern overhead-valve V-8 
in 1955; fuel-injection for 1957; 
and the upscale Impala for 1958. 
The 1958 Chevys had changed 
about as much from the 1955-’57 
models as the “Tri Fives” had 
been changed from their 
predecessors. Then Chevrolet 
changed its line-up for 1959 in 
about as drastic a manner, and 
the fact was boldly noted in 
Chevy’s ads with the statement 
“all new all over again!” 

Beginning with the 1959 models, 
GM management decided that in 
order to save on costs, all GM 
cars would share common body 
shells. Therefore, all new bodies 
had to be designed to 
accommodate the mandate. The 
first-year Impala had been 
available only as a two-door 
hardtop or convertible, but two 
more body types were added for 
1959: a four-door hardtop and 
four-door sedan. Four-door 

hardtops  received a low, flat roof 
with straight, angled C-pillars and 
wrap-around rear windshields 
while the sedans were capped by 
a bubble-like top similar to but 
taller than that of the two-door 
hardtop. Other sedans in the GM 
divisions used this arrangement, 
while Cadillac and Buick offered 
a four-door hardtop based on the 
bubble roof shape of the sedan. 

 

The most dominant styling 
characteristic of the 1959 
Chevrolets was, of course, its 
deeply sculpted fins. An early 
report in Popular Mechanics on 
the 1959 Chevrolets said of the 
car, “Styling is the thing with the 
new Chevrolet … Its low, flaring 
rear end is as expansive as the 
deck of an aircraft carrier and 
looks almost as wide from the 
driver’s seat. Horizontal taillights 
squint, like giant cat’s eyes, from 
under chrome eyebrows. At the 
front, two sets of paired 
headlamps are set as low as the 
law allows accentuating the road-
hugging design.” A road test 
report in the January 1959 issue 
of Motor Trend concluded that, 
“All in all the Chevrolet stands out 
as the most unashamed 
proponent of the ‘bigger and 
wider styling school’ in its field. In 
performance it’s batting fairly 
even with the competition.” 

The standard engine was the 
familiar Blue-Flame straight-six, 
although the buyer could still 
obtain the Turbo-Fire 283-cid V-8 
two-barrel or the Super Turbo-
Fire 283 four-barrel carried over 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1959-chevrolet-impala-2/attachment/1959-impala-7
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1959-chevrolet-impala-2/attachment/1959-impala-11
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from 1957. Also, the 250-hp 
Ram-Jet fuel-injected 283 was 
retained as was a companion 
290-hp version dubbed Ram-Jet 
Special. The fuel-injected 
engines were very expensive and 
the Rochester setup was also 
significantly more complicated to 
keep properly tuned and in good 
repair. As a result, far more 
people wanting high-performance 
opted for the more affordable and 
conventional 348-cid V-8 with the 
fuel/air mixture fed to the 
cylinders via carburetor. It was 
offered in various outputs ranging 
from 250 hp to the little-known 
350 hp variant. For some, 
though, the standard issue 235-
cid “Stove Bolt” six-cylinder 
offering 135 hp was just fine in an 
increasingly V-8 world. 

 

 

Transmission choices included 
the standard-issue three-speed 
manual along with the optional 
three-speed manual with 
overdrive, close-ratio four-speed, 
the Powerglide two-speed 
automatic and the somewhat 
troublesome Turboglide 
automatic. 

In addition to a multitude of 
engine and transmission 

combinations, cars across the 
1959 Chevy lineup (consisting of 
the Biscayne, Bel Air and Impala 
series) could be optioned with 
such amenities as power 
steering, power brakes, power 
windows, air conditioning, tinted 
glass, padded dash, Posi-
Traction, two-tone paint and 
more. As for paint, GM offered its 
new 13 single-tone paint colors 
and 10 two-tone schemes in its 
new “Magic-Mirror” acrylic 
lacquer. Among the single tones 
was Snow crest White, as seen 
on the featured car owned by Pat 
and Jan Downing of Gilmer, 
Texas. 

 

 

The couple purchased the Impala 
in February 2014 after spotting it 
for sale on the Internet. It is an 
unusual car in that it is a top-of-
the-line Impala Sport Coupe 
powered by the base 235-cid six-
cylinder coupled to a Powerglide 
transmission. Other than the 
automatic transmission, the car is 
equipped with few other options, 
some of which may have been 
added by a previous owner. 
These include the AM radio, 
wheel covers, twin aerials, wheel 
covers, fender skirts and wide 
whitewall tires. One of the prior 
owners added a “V” emblem to 

the hood; the “V” denoted the 
presence of a V-8 engine, thus it 
would not have been originally 
included on a six-cylinder-
equipped Chevy. Protecting the 
original turquoise upholstery is a 
set of vintage clear seat covers. 

 

 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1959-chevrolet-impala-2/attachment/1959-impala-4
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1959-chevrolet-impala-2/attachment/1959-impala-3
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1959-chevrolet-impala-2/attachment/1959-impala-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1959-chevrolet-impala-2/attachment/1959-impala-9
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1959-chevrolet-impala-2/attachment/1959-impala-5
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The Downing’s’ Impala has 
traveled little more than 29,000 
miles and is nearly 100 percent 
original; the second owner had it 
repainted shortly after purchasing 
it from the estate of the original 
owner who bought it new from a 
dealership in Sedalia, Mo., a 
small town nearly 200 miles west 
of St. Louis. The third owner is 
known to have bought the car in 
the early 1980s and showed the 
pristine Impala at the well-known 
Iola Car Show for many years. It 
was included in the “show tent” 
when Chevrolet was the show’s 
theme. Beginning in the year 
2000, the Impala was put into 
long-term storage before coming 
to Texas 14 years later. 

 

 

BARN FIND                 
LOST 1968 PLYMOUTH 
GTX HEMI IS FINALLY 

OUT OF STORAGE 
CONTAINER AFTER 30 

YEARS & PRESERVED IN 
PATINA                           

Story & Photos by Jerry Heasley (hotrod.com) 

  

Allen Schumacher blurted out, 
“Oh my God!” A Mopar owner 
from way back, he knew what 
“73” on the fender tag of this 
1968 GTX meant. Why had the 
estate’s description said nothing 
about a 426 dual-quad Hemi? 

Actually, that fact should not 
have been a surprise. After all, 
the estate information listed the 
1968 Plymouth GTX as a 1969 
Dodge GTX. The price was 
“plenty” for a project GTX with a 
440. What was this car, exactly? 

Allen’s chance to buy this GTX 
started with a call from Pat Palin, 
a friend of his father. Pat lived 
right there in Prineville, Oregon. 
One day his niece, Analee, drove 
up from California for a visit. 

Analee told her uncle about an 
estate appraisal she had done in 
Antioch, California, that included 
a Dodge muscle car for sale. Pat 
knew his good friend’s son, Allen 
Schumacher, had a huge affinity 
for cars bearing the division’s 
Pentastar. 

“Everybody knows I have 
Mopars,” says Allen. “When Pat 
called, I went over and visited 

with him one evening. His niece 
showed me pictures of the GTX 
on her camera. I just thought the 
car looked like a project that 
suddenly was abandoned in a 
storage unit.” 

Curious, Allen called the 
deceased GTX owner’s daughter, 
Jennifer, who lived two states 
away from the car. She said extra 
parts from her father’s 1969 
Road Runner drag car, in storage 
since the early 1990s, came with 
the GTX, stored since 1985. 
Jennifer did not know the VIN or 
have a title, so Schumacher 
didn’t quiz her about a Hemi 
heritage. 

Jennifer was going back to the 
area in a few weeks. She could 
take more pictures of the GTX. 
Allen wanted a clear photo of the 
VIN tag. 

Perusing the new pictures in his 
email, Allen noticed an OE tranny 
cooler, booster bracket, and 
emblem holes in the trunk lid 
unique to a Hemi. When he 
spotted the J-code in the photo of 
the VIN tag, he “had to sit down.” 

J decodes as the 426 dual-quad 
Hemi, backing up the “73” on the 
fender tag. Allen called Jennifer 
back and finalized the deal with a 
deposit and plans to meet the 
next month (October 2015) in 
California to complete the sale. “I 
think that was the longest month 
of my life!” 

Allen didn’t discuss the Hemi 
engine. But when he pulled a 
trailer 500 miles south to pick up 
the car, he met Jennifer’s 
brother, who was a car 
enthusiast and knew the 
Plymouth was an original Hemi 
car. 

The first owner bought the GTX 
from a dealer 9 miles away in 
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Pittsburg, California, replaced the 
Hemi with a 440, and in 1978 
sold the car to their father, who 
eventually stripped the paint and 
parked the car. 

They opened the storage unit to 
find the GTX shoved up against a 
wall. The front tires had rotted off 
the wheels and were crumbling to 
the ground. 

“We jacked up and slid the car 
away from the wall. It was 95 
degrees hot, so I was surprised 
to see a wet spot on the rear 
quarter-panel. I’m thinking, Is 
there a sprinkler system in here 
or something? And I looked up to 
see a bat’s nest in the rafters. 
Bats had been peeing on the 
car.” 

Rolling the car out of the unit, 
Allen was happy to see the car 
was “very solid,” the only real rust 
being in the passenger lower 
quarter and a small spot in the 
trunk, probably due to the junk 
battery lying on its side in the 
trunk. 

The price, Allen figured, “wasn’t 
stratospheric, but still a lot of 
money for a project car.” The 
Hemi chassis made the deal 
worth it, sweetened with the large 
stash of Road Runner and extra 
GTX parts. 

After Allen got the GTX home, he 
went through “soul searching” 
about what to do in the way of a 
restoration. He decided to leave 
the car was found. He sealed the 
body with a flat clear from 
Eastwood, and cleaned up and 
fixed the interior as needed. 

“We kept the wheels that were on 
it when we found it. The 
suspension and drivetrain were 
completely gone through, adding 
the Dana 60 that came with the 
car and a set of Wilwood front 

brakes. I had a mega-block 472 
Hemi that I had been putting 
together for my 1971 Road 
Runner, but the GTX needed a 
Hemi back between the fenders. 
In nine months’ time, we’ve 
gotten the car together and 
running down the road. It may get 
a rectification someday, but for 
now it’s earned its battle scars.” 

 

 

In the storage unit, stuff had been piled 
on the car. The tires were flat after sitting 
for 30 years in one spot. 

 

After cleaning the car of debris, Allen 
Schumacher could see the body had 
been stripped of paint. The original color 
was QQ1 blue, which is kind of a 
turquoise, with a black vinyl top and blue 
side stripes. 

The interior was full of parts. 

The first owner sold the car with this 440 
to the second owner, who dreamed of a 
restoration. 

The GTX leaving the storage facility 
where it had been parked for some 30 
years.

 

Allen loaded his pickup (and the 
inside of the GTX) with Road 
Runner parts that made up 
“pretty much a whole ’69 Road 
Runner, less the body.” The 
stash included a Hemi four-
speed, a Lakewood scatter 
shield, a complete front clip for a 
1969 Road Runner, a fiberglass 
six-pack hood, a complete set of 
new Cragar Super Tricks from 
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the 1980s in boxes, a new tach 
drive distributor, a gold ignition 
box, headers, a complete 383 
HP, and extra dash pads. Allen 
sold $6,500 worth of parts to 
recoup almost half his 
investment. 

 

The rear license plate frame is from the 
original dealer, H.L. Harris in nearby 
Pittsburg, California, a dealer Allen 
passed on his way home. 

The “73” stamped in the fender tag is 
Mopar code for a 426 Hemi. 

The all-important J code in the fifth 
position of the VIN coded the 426 Hemi. 

The original Hemi exhaust resonators and 
tips were still on the car. 

GTX Then and Now 

In the storage unit, Allen found this photo, 
dated 1982, of the GTX towing a U-Haul 
through the Redwoods. The trailer hitch is 
still on the car. 

 

 

Here’s how the car looks today, 
sealed in its period day-two 
condition—or day-two-plus, to be 
more accurate. “There’s a whole 
generation of young people who 
think every muscle car is bright 
red or silver or marina blue,” 
Allen says. “I wanted them to see 
how we left them when we were 

done with them in our 
generation.” 

Allen’s 22-year-old son said the 
GTX, which has a coat of flat 
clear over the stripped body, was 
found, “looked pretty bad,” Allen 
says. “But this is what happened 
to them when we were done with 
them in the 1980s. When we 
were out of high school this is 
what they looked like. If they 
didn’t end up in a wrecking yard, 
they ended up parked in the 
backyard. So that’s kind of what 
prompted me to leave it as found 
for 
now.”

Allen installed his brand new 472 Hemi in 
the GTX. 

 

 

Allen replaced the old carpet and 
fixed the seats. The Auto Meter 
tach mounted on the steering 
column, while not 1960s vintage, 
is 1980s accurate and serves its 
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purpose. Already the 1980s are 
nostalgic for some collectors. 

 

RUMBLER MINISTRY    
Story & Photos by Scott W. Block 

 

 
 
According to car manufacturers 
there are a few ways to keep 
your ride working well for a very 
long time. 

Probably the top way to do this is 
to follow the vehicle’s service 
schedule. This seems a fairly 
easy thing to do, but there are 
still many car and street-rod 
owners who pay very little 
attention to the vehicle 

maintenance schedule. The 
schedule is easy to find, that is of 
course, if you still have the 
Owner’s manual that came with 
car. The manufacturer obviously 
built the car, so they should know 
best of how take of it for the long 
haul. I think the best thing that 
can be done for any car, new or 
old, is to change the motor oil 
regularly. Newer model cars even 
have an oil-life monitoring system 
that can automatically determine 
the best time for an oil change. 

So how’s your “oil” doing? Are 
you following a schedule of 
regular praying, Bible reading, 
and attending Worship Services? 
Perhaps you need a change? I 
would personally find it helpful if I 
had a “life-monitoring” system 
that would automatically 
determine and then alert me to 
changes that I need to make. 
There’s no good reason to skimp 
on proper maintenance. 

Another good thing to do is to 
check fluids and tire pressure 
regularly. It doesn’t take very 
long to do this. Open the hood, 
pull the oil dipstick, wipe it clean, 
put it back in the sleeve and pull 
it out again and read the level. 
Check the radiator overflow and 
brake cylinder reservoirs for 
proper levels. Check the power 
steering level; check the hoses 
and belts for wear. Check out the 
air cleaner, hold it up to the light 
and look for dirt. Check the air 
pressure in the tires and inflate if 
necessary. Usually with the air 
turning colder, the air contracts 
and more air is necessary for 
proper inflation of those circular 
rubber things. Once again, take 
your own “temperature”, check 
your fluids, and stop holding your 
breath. 

Some people start their cold car 
and floor it with the idea that 

doing so would “help warm it up.” 
That is dead wrong. A cold 
engine that has been sitting for a 
time will no oil left on the moving 
parts. Much, if not all of the oil, 
will have drained down back into 
the pan. It takes a few seconds 
after start-up for the oil pump to 
push that life-giving fluid back 
into your fire-breathing V-8. 
During those times, keep the 
RPM’s down. Wait a few 
seconds, 30 or more, before you 
wrench the transmission into 
gear and drive off. Are you cold? 
Has your oil been drained down? 
Take steps to change things. 
Find a way to re-invigorate and 
take care of yourself so you can 
once again get your “R’s” up! 

 

Every so often turn the radio 
down and listen to your ide. 
Listen for odd clanks, bangs, and 
noises. Check it at idle and while 
cruising. A clicking noise could 
be a rock stuck in your tire. But it 
may also be a rocker arm that 
needs adjustment. A loud 
squealing might be the brake 
indicators. Sometimes in older 
cars, you may hear the 
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mechanical speedometer or 
cable spinning. Too much noise 
in your life? Have you thought 
about turning off the radio, TV, 
video games, and Facebook? Sit 
quietly and read, renew your 
spirit, calm your heart, and 
enlighten your mind. Have that 
odd clicking noise bugging you? 
That could be a sign you might 
need something fixed. Listen up, 
pay attention to yourself and 
investigate what may be troubling 
you. 

Lastly, drive calmly (most of the 
time!) Take it easy. Take it easy 
on yourself and on your car. Go 
easy on the brakes. Don’t drive 
your car, or yourself, too hard. 
Sure it’s cool and fun to have 
some full-throttle acceleration, oh 
yeah (!), but not all the time. Your 
car doesn’t like running on a full 
blast of Nitrous all the time and 
neither should you run on a full 
blast of adrenaline all the time. 
Stay calm when you drive. Give 
others grace and mercy. Let 
them get in front of you. Don’t 
race them to be first at the 
intersection. You will find peace if 
you just relax and let the crazies 
go around you. Take it easy 
shifting gears. Be sure you are 
completely stopped before 
shifting into reverse. Be 
completely stopped when going 
from reverse to a forward gear. 
This is done to avoid stress on 
the transmission components. 
Sound familiar in your life? 

Take it easy my friends. Be good 
to yourself. Stay calm. Enjoy 
peace and joy. Start up once 
again with some spiritual 
disciplines. Go back to church. 
Read a book, enjoy your loved 
ones, and eat healthy. 

God knows your limits better than 
you know yourself. Though you 
may slow down, God will never 

slow down granting you grace 
and mercy. You need regular 
maintenance, but God never 
does. God is always well-oiled 
and maintained so God can take 
great care of you. 

Keep reading the Rumbler. 

Blessings to all of you! 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 

IT WAS LOVE AT FIRST 
SIGHT                             

Story & Photos by Ed Zimmerly   
(overdrive.com) 

Feature Model, Elena LeBlanc… (Car 
Owner Norm Schmidt’s Girlfriend) 

Whenever Norm Schmidt, cruises 
in his ’27 Ford roaster, he gets a 
lot of attention. It’s usually 
because his girlfriend, Elena 
LeBlanc, is sitting right next to 
him. They’ve been a couple for 
about five years. Never one to do 
anything halfway, Elena is quite 
the fifties Fashion Queen. She is 
always styled to perfection. 
Needless to say, they (she) 
brighten up any car show they 
attend. I also suspect that’s one 
of the reasons why Norm gets as 
many 
trophies 
as he 
does….jus
t my 
opinion. 

Norm’s a 
retired 
trucker 
who grew 
up in San 

Diego. And as a teenager he got 
started early playing with cars.  
The way he bought and sold cars 
back in the sixties easily qualifies 
him as one of the original 
flippers. Norm estimates that 
during his teenage years he 
bought and sold over 200 cars.  
Yes, the numbers is staggering, 
but, let’s face it; the dollars 
involved were a lot less back 
then.  So much so, he 
remembers buying complete 
paint jobs for just twenty bucks. 
He also admits that some of his 
cars could’ve been considered 
collectable, but many weren’t.  

As the years have gone by 
Norm’s changed the way he 
scratched that “need for speed” 
itch.  He may have started out 
with street rods, but he eventually 
got into the world of off-road 
racing. He and his brother Smitty 
were well known in the desert 
racing community. This dynamic 
duo won the Baja 1000 in 1980. 
In fact, he still has two of his 
vintage VW racecars. He may not 
race as much as before, but he 
and Elena never miss attending a 
few races during the off-road 
desert race season. In fact, a few 
months ago they attended the 
Annual Mint 400 Off-Road Race 
outside Las Vegas, Nevada. As 
local Off Road Racing Photog 
Legend, Ron Muller (and close 
friend to Norm), says this about 
Norm “Once a racer, always a 
racer, it’s in his blood”. 

 

http://overdrivehotrodnews.com/images/august12016slideshow.wmv
http://overdrivehotrodnews.com/images/august12016slideshow.wmv
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SWAP SHOP 

 

 
Swap Shop ads are taken from James Valley 

Street Machine members, NDSRA “Street 
Talking” magazine, “Cars for Sale in 

Jamestown” on Facebook. 
 

WANTED: ‘57 Cadillac body and 
interior parts. Mainly seats and 
bumpers. Dallas 701-436-6399

WANTED: ‘53 Olds left fender 88 
or 98 will work complete. Green 
would be a bonus! Dallas 701-
436-6399

WANTED: 1955-59 step-side 
pickup. Must be all complete, 
ready to drive. Prefer: Chevy 
Apache, 350 CU or less, no 6 cyl, 
and color of red, white, and blue, 
auto Trans, hwy gears. Call or 
text Duane 701-425-5358

WANTED: Cruise control 
vacuum servo (350 engine) for a 
1974 Monte Carlo. Bill 701-720-
7183

WANTED: 1959 Impala steering 
wheel. (Good Condition) Horn 
ring also if possible. Myron 701-
367-9070

WANTED: Running/good 392 
Hemi and a 1957/58 Chrysler 
parts car. Mark #767, 701-799-
5090

WANTED: 4.3 Chevy V-6 
carbureted w/ fuel pump on 
block. Dave 701-274-8975

WANTED: ‘68 Chevy C10 Short 
wheel base pickup. Would prefer 
a project, but will consider 
anything. Nate 701-471-3350

WANTED: ‘51 Cadillac 2 door 
project car. Any condition will be 
considered. Nate 701-471-3350

WANTED: 1966 or 1967 Ford 
Fairlane 2 door hard top in really 
good condition. E-mail 
lg31811@yahoo.com Phone 218-
207-8150 Ask for Dennis.

WANTED: Left-rear fender for 
1955-59 Chevy 3100 step-side 
pickup. Am looking for one that 
does not have the spare tire 
mounting indentation in it. If you 
have one, please Jim @ 605-
200-0366 or 701-455-2288.

FOR SALE: 1951 Kaiser deluxe 
4dr, motor: 302; trans:C4; FoxII 
front suspension; 8” Ford rear 
end LOTS of extra parts; parts 
car also available for extra. 
$5000 obo Call Jerome at 701-
400-8381 or 
jerome@krazkustoms.com

FOR SALE: 1937 Chevy 2dr 
sedan builder ‘35 Ford straight 
axle; 9” rear end; body all there; 
no title, $1000 obo. Call Jerome 
at 701-400-8381 or 
jerome@krazkustoms.com

FOR SALE: 1961 Ford 
Econoline; straight six; 3 on tree; 
NOS carb; $1200 obo. Call 
Jerome at 701-400-8381 or 
jerome@krazkustoms.com

FOR SALE: 1941 Ford gas truck. 
Needs total resto. 701-436-6399

FOR SALE: 49-51 Merc. parts. 3 
- 49/50 bumper cores, $100 ea. 
Hood hinges (great condition), 
$150.00. Pair NOS trunk hinges, 
$125.00/pair. Keyed 50/51 
ignition switch, $35.00+Shipping. 

Sterling 701-349-3913

FOR SALE: 1940 Packard 110, 
rare 2 door sedan. Complete but 
rusty; challenging but buildable. 
Have original title in previous 
owner’s name. $1500. Larry 218-
463-4510 or 
hotrods37@outlook.com

FOR SALE: 200-4R auto tranny 
$300.00. Bill 701-720-7183

FOR SALE: 1957 Chevy Desert 
radiator. Used, but good 
condition. Dean 701-255-3883

FOR SALE: Ford 2dr Sedan 
project with title $6,500.00 Kevin 
701-367-7762

FOR SALE: NASCAR tire, 
certificate of authenticity, May 
2014, Charlotte $90.00 Kevin 
701-367-7762

FOR SALE: 1955 Chevy Belair 2 
door sedan project or parts car. 
Also, 301 Chevy motor pair of 
327 heads. 701-680-1517

FOR SALE: 49-52 Chevy Heater 
box, $15.00. 49-52 Chevy Hood, 
$100.00 Both very good shape. 
Myron 701-367-9070

FOR SALE: 1953 Chevrolet 2 Dr 
Post - Well-built unfinished rod 
project. Chassis done with rebuilt 
Camaro clip and fresh 4 link rear; 
set up for SBC. Body completely 
done and in primer. Most parts to 
reassemble except windshield. 
Clear title $3500. 1940 Packard 2 
Dr sedan, complete but rusty 
$1600. 51/52 F1, complete 
except tailgate. Nice cab and 
box, complete original drive train, 
front fenders and running boards 
rusty $750. No title. Larry 218-
463-2259 or 
hotrods37@mncable.com

FOR SALE: 1957 Chevy 2 Door 
Hardtop ZZ4 350, 700R, Posi-
Rear, Dropped spindles, power 
disc brakes, power steering. 
Maroon paint w/ white leather 

mailto:lg31811@yahoo.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:jerome@krazkustoms.com
mailto:hotrods37@outlook.com
mailto:hotrods37@outlook.com
mailto:hotrods37@mncable.com
mailto:hotrods37@mncable.com
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interior. Dakota Digital, A/C, 
cruise. $36,000 Dave 701-274-
8975

FOR SALE: Must Sell, New in 
Box: MSD Atomic EFI Master Kit 
PN2900 - Electronic Fuel 
Injection throttle body with 
injectors, power module, 
handheld programmer, fuel 
pump/filters, fuel line, wide band 
02 sensor, wiring & clamps. MSD 
pro-billet distributor PN8551 - 
Chevy V8. John - West Fargo, 
701-261-2857

FOR SALE: 1 set (4) of 1956 
Chevy hub caps. Very good 
shape. Any reasonable offer 
accepted. Arlen 701-741-5267

FOR SALE: Discounts on Griffin 
Radiators; Vintage Air Systems; 
Dakota Digital Instruments; 
Budnik Wheels Call 218 238 
5581 or e-mail 
curt@curtsrodandcustom.com

FOR SALE: 1964 VW “Baja Bug” 
Very solid rust free car with 
complete Baja Bug conversion. 
Was a barn find and I have been 
through the fuel system, brakes 
with new master cylinder and 
wheel cylinders. Included was a 
free radiator flush and fill. Tune 
up and general engine work all 
done on a later model engine. 
Really a decent driver with a nice 
cloth interior. Make a good Back 
to 50’s car. Jay at 701-261-1980

FOR SALE: Over 1,500 Barbies 
and 3,000 collector dolls & 
accessories (50 years of 
collecting). $10,000 OBO Chris 
701-290-2763

FOR SALE: 1935-36 Ford Patch 
Panels. Cowl, Rear Quarter and 
Door Bottoms. Left and Right 
sides. If you were to purchase 
them from Mac’s Ford parts the 
price would $246.79 I’m asking 
$200.00. Tom 701-258-4805 

FOR SALE: SBC 400 ci long-
block that comes out of a ’74 El 
Camino w/ 79K miles on it. Runs 
good, however the engine needs 
complete gasket kit. $600 obo. 
Call Jim @ 605-200-0366 or 701-
455-2288

FOR SALE: 1966 Chevrolet C20 
w/ 283 ci V-8 engine. All original 
nice survivor w/ very few dings. 
Many new parts. Wooden bed 
floor is in pretty good shape. 
$5500 obo. Call Jim @ 605-200-
0366 or 701-455-2288

 

 
  James Valley Street Machines 

  Awards Banquet 7:00 

12/08 Prime Rib & Potato. 

  Live Auction @ the KC's 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 
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