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LOOKING TOWARDS 

THE FUTURE 
Story & Photos by Skovy 

 
What a wonderful 2015 we here 
at the James Valley Street 
Machine has had!  

We have met or exceeded all our 
goals for 2015. 2016 brings a 
new  set of goals. In 2015 our 
goal for the “RUMBLER” was to 
touch 13,500 people. Currently 
with our e-mail process we hit the 
15,000 mark. Goals for 2016 will 
be 16,500 people. Paid 
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membership for 2015 is 118 
members. Our goal for 2016 is to 
be 145 members. 

I hope you are all receiving my 
text messages and e-mails. If you 
are not getting them make sure 
you give Skovy the correct 
method of letting you know 
what’s going on. 

December was a banner year at 
my job. It kept me working super 
late nights and I did miss the 
December issue of the 
“RUMBLER”. January has been 
also busy but I wanted to wait till 

our meeting whereas I can go 
over all the things that we talked 
about. 

Hoedown Hootenanny is on. We 
are waiting for the February 
meeting to lock in the date for 
this event. We want it to be on 
the last Sunday in June, but there 
might be an event (Drag Races) 
on that weekend. I’ll have the 
date locked in. 

Summer cookouts are on. We 
are figuring the logistics of what 
dates & where, but S&R Truck 
Plaza (2 dates),  Sabir’s II (2 

dates), Don Wilhelm Inc. (1 date), 
R.M. Stoudt (1 date), Two Rivers 
Inn (1 date). These summer 
cookouts are free to members. 
Watch for the upcoming events in 
the next “RUMBLER”. 

We are planning an overnight 
cruise to Medora. We’ll cruise out 
on Saturday, & come back on 
Sunday. Also, there is plenty of 
other Sunday cruises (Chasing 
around Dakota in memory of 
Chase Johnson) planned. 

2016 Blacktop Tour. This will be 
July 29, 30

th
 & August 1

st
. There 

is a flyer in this months 
“RUMBLER”. I’ll be making 
arrangements with the Casino in 
Belcourt for rooms. Make sure 
you can make it. Last year we 
had 52 cars on this run. 

2016 Car Show (Benefiting 
Huntington’s Disease in memory 
of Dan Wilhelm) is going to be 
held at Don Wilhelm Inc. in 
Jamestown on Sunday, 
September 24

th
. Last year there 

were 189 vehicles and over 
$2200.00 given away. In 2015 
there was over $23,000.00 raised 
for the Huntington’s organization. 
We want to exceed that this year. 

This year is full of events. Hope 
to see all of you there. 

Thank you everybody for reading 
and enjoying the “RUMBLER” 
magazine. Our e-mail 
subscriptions have passed 
14,792 issues.  
 
Don’t be bashful. We are a very 
active organization and want 
members. It’s only $25.00 for a 
regular membership & $50.00 if 
you want the “RUMBLER” mailed 
to you. See the application on the 
back page, or email 
Skovy@donwilhelm.com. 
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MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS 

Houge, Ann Marie 01/01 
Tracy, Martha  01/02 
Gouveia, Joseph 01/05 
Anderson, Kathy 01/07 
Dewald, Della  01/07 
Jacobson, Jake  01/07 
Layton, Viril  01/10 
Williams, Laura  01/13 
Gums, Candace 01/14 
VanFleet, Richard 01/16 
Schlenker, Mark 01/17 
Johnston, Ruth  01/19  
Calheim, Cliff  01/24 
Kamlitz, Brian  01/24 
Swedlund, Emmy 01/24 
Thoele, Kevin  01/25 
Schauer, Cindy  01/29 
Huber, Al  01/30 
Orness, Stan  01/30 
 
Miss your birthday? Please 
contact me at 701-202-7067 
whereas I can update your 
records. 

 

ACTIVE MEMBERS 

 
Allmer, Michael 

Andersen, Jeff(Andy) & Shelly 

Anderson, Bruce & Kathy 

Anderson, Roger & Meleia 

Anderson, Scott & Kim 

Arth, Jesse & Kelly 

Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla 

Baker, Neil & Judi 

Balvitsch, Wayne 

Behm, Earl & Connie 

Bensch, Paul & Janis 

Berg, Wayne & Tami 

Beyer, James 

Block, Scott & Pat 

Bowen, Jason & Renee 

Brandenburger, Max & Williams, 

Laura 

Briese, Lee & Penny 

Calheim, Clifford & Marla 

Carow, Billy & Candace 

Demarcy, Jared 

Dewald, Joel & Della 

Elhard, Dale & Cynthia 

Erdahl, Shawn (Shady) & Dawn 

Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth 

Gehring, Duane & Kathleen 

Geisler, David 

Gibson, Teddy & Diane 

Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim 

Gilge, Larry & Cindy 

Godfrey, Collin 

Gouveia, Joe & Starlo 

Gray, JeriLynn & Andy 

Greenlund, Ron & Darlene 

Gumke, Matt 

Gums, Robert & Candace 

Guthmiller, Neil & Linda 

Heiman, Tyler 

Hoggarth, Scott 

Holzkamm, Al & Cindy 

Houge, Jason & Ann Marie 

Huber, Al & Sue 

Jacobson, Verdell (Jake) & Linda 

Jangula, Duane 

Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy) 

Jensen, Paul & Sue 

Johnson, Brandon & Sonia 

Johnson, Irving & Marilyn 

Kamlitz, Brian 

Karn, Dale & Sue 

Keim, Lyman & Darlene 

Kessler, Michael & Mary 

Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis 

Kolb, Dale & Nidia 

Kummer, Jeffrey & Erin 

Lade, Joshua 

Lang, John (JR) 

Layton, Viril & Mary 

Loose, Larry & Bonita 

Lulay, Bob & Alma 

Lynn, Randy 

Lynn, Tyler & Pauline 

Martin, Randy & Patti 

Masters, George & Eileen 

Mathias, Roger & Bonnie 

McCreedy, Terrance 

McCullough, Gary & Billie 

McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene 

Meidinger, Jamie 

Meyer, Ken & Annie 

Miller, Randy & Crystel 

Mischka, Kenneth & Judy 

Mittleider, Cody & Elaine 

Mitzel, LeRoy 

Moser, LeRoy & Gloria 

Nelson, Troy & Lois 

Nenow, Roger & Lois 

Nogosek, Aaron & Amy 

Noot, Jay & Bryant 

Olson, David & Adele 

Olson, Taylor 

Orness, Stan & Sharon 

Poppe, Jerry & Ardie 

Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda 

Readel, Larry & Nadine 

Redinger, Dale 

Rixen, Dennis 

Sabir, Nam 

Schauer, Ronald & Cindy 

Schlenker, Mark 

Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia 

Seher, Jeff 

Specht, Gary & Margaret 

Speckman, Dale & Pamela 

Stromberg, Bryan 

Swedlund, Troy & Emmy 

Thoele, Kevin & Kim 

Thomas, Troy & Tricia 

Timm, Curt 

Titman, Nick 

Tracy, Dean & Martha 

VanFleet, Richard 

Vining, Taylor 

Wegenast, Colin & Toni 

Westerhausen, Leon & Mary Jane 

Wiest, J.P. & Judy 

Wilhelm, Jeff 
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Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy 

Willman, Casey & Jessica 

Willman, Dusty 

Wolf, Cameron 

Wolff, Clayton & Beverly 

Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn 

 
2016 MEDORA CAR 

SHOW 
Letter received to Paul Bensch (James 

Valley Street Machines) 

 

Dear Paul, 

Thank you for your e-mail about 
the Medora Car Show.  In 2016, 
it will be on Saturday June 25.  
We also have events Friday 
evening for those who arrive on 
Friday. 

I could not tell from your letter if 
your group planned to come to 
view the show or if you planned 
to enter vehicles in the show. 

If most of your vehicles are 
customized, please understand 
that we have only one class for 
custom cars (22 last year) and 
one for custom trucks (9 last 
year). 

My other concern is regarding 
motel rooms in Medora.  Our 
regular attendees each year take 
almost all the rooms in town.  In 
addition, the Horseless Carriage 
Club of America (pre-1916 cars) 
is hosting a national tour in 
Mandan the days before our 
show and they are already 
encouraging their participants to 
join us in Medora, thus putting 

even greater demand on Medora 
rooms.  Last year we had our 
largest show in over 30 years 
(153 entrants). 

 

Therefore, if you choose to join 
us, I would urge you to please 
use motel rooms in Dickinson 
(we have many new hotels with 
many empty rooms at very 
reasonable rates).  Customized 
cars can easily run the 35 miles 
to Medora, unlike most pre-1916 
cars. 

We welcome your interest and 
hope that we can work out ways 
to accommodate your group, 
either as spectators or as 
participants. 

Sincerely,  Carl F. W. Larson, 
Show Chairman 

 

 

2016 DEVILS RUN 
Letter received to Stan Orness (James 

Valley Street Machines) 

 
Hello Everyone, 
 
Just a couple of reminders but 
first of all I would like to wish all 
of you a very Holiday Season!! 
 
I also want to remind you that the 
discounted Early Bird Devils Run 
registration deadline is fast 
approaching. 
 
You can print off an entry by 
going to: 
 
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.
com/events/devils_run.html 
 
ALSO: There is an Early Bird 
discount on ordering the 25th 
Anniversary book chronicling the 
first 25 years of Devils Run 
"North America's Hottest Car 
Show/Rod Run". Please check 
the attachment concerning the 
25th. As you know it is only the 
24th Anniversary coming up but it 
takes time to put together a first 
class book and get printed. 
 
Note: Even if you don't personally 
want a book please submit 
pictures and information because 
most were lost when the 
publishing company burned this 
last summer. 
 
Stan & Sharon 
 

http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/events/devils_run.html
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/events/devils_run.html
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RUMBLER COMEDY      
Story sent by Craig Gaier (James Valley 

Street Machines) 

 

Dear Abby,  

I've never written to you before, 
but I really need your advice on 
what could be a crucial decision.  
 
I've suspected for some time now 
that my wife has been cheating 
on me. The usual signs...phone 
rings, but if I answer, the caller 
hangs up. My wife has been 
going out with the girls a lot 
recently, although when I ask 
their names she always says, 
"Just some friends from work, 
you don't know them."  
 
I sometimes stay awake to look 
out for her cab coming home, but 
she always comes walking up the 
drive as I hear the sound of a car 
leaving, around the corner, as if 
she has gotten out and walked 
the rest of the way. Why? Maybe 
she wasn't in a taxi at all?  

I once picked up her cell phone, 
just to see what time it was. This 
caused her to go completely 
berserk. She quickly snatched 
the phone out of my hand and 
cursed me hysterically, 
screaming that I should never 
touch her personal property, then 
accused me of trying to spy on 
her.  

Anyway, I have never broached 
the subject with my wife. I think 
deep down I just didn't want to 
know the truth, but last night she 
went out again and I decided to 
really check on her. I decided I 
was going to park my Harley 
Davidson Lowrider next to the 
garage and then hide behind it so 
I could get a good view of the 
street around the corner when 
she came home. It was at that 
moment, crouching behind my 
motorcycle that I noticed a small 
amount of motor oil leaking 
through the gasket between the 
rear head and rocker arm cover.  

So...is this something I can 
easily repair myself or do you 
think I should take it back to 
the dealer? 

 

 

 

RUMBLER MINISTRY    
Story & Photos by Scott W. Block 

 
 
“I’m back in the saddle again.” 
(Steven Tyler from Aerosmith) 
 
We should probably not be too 
surprised to learn that teens were 
not the first to discover the value 
of the automobile as a 
“rendezvous” place, (wink, wink, 
nod, and nod). Young people in 
the Bible fantasized about such 
things a very long time ago. From 
the Biblical book of the Song of 
Solomon (6:12) we read that 
“before I was aware, my desire 
set me among the chariots of my 
kinsman.” Chariots back then, as 
cars now, but otherwise it seems 
very little has changed over the 
centuries. 
 
Or does it? Sure, technological 
change is real. The advent of the 
internet, smart phones, TV, 
rocket science, and more means 
that today we have to address 
concerns that were quite beyond 
anything the writers of the Bible 
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knew to exist, or could even 
forecast. 
 
The Bible perhaps could suggest 
what kind of “chariot” God would 
ride in. From the book of Psalms 
(104:3) we read that God “makes 
the clouds his chariot.” However 
the Bible offers no direct word 
about what kind of car Jesus 
would drive. (However, I did 
address that a number of articles 
ago!) The Bible knows nothing 
of air pollution, handguns, stem 
cell research, GMOs, freeways, 
or even Facebook. 
 
However, this does not mean that 
there are no Biblical arguments 
to be made about our modern 
realities that exist at the moment. 
It just means that we need to 
make the proper arguments. For 
example, we can’t look up “car” 
or “automobile” in a concordance 
in the back of a Bible. A book 
which has a list of “what the Bible 
says about…” will not suffice 
either. It is kind of like asking 
Abraham Lincoln what he would 
say about the current 
Iraqi/Muslim/refugee problem we 
are experiencing today. 
 
So, how can our views of 
automobiles are affected by our 
reading the Bible? Well, there are 
no easy answers. As you know, 
many people have a love/hate 
relationship with our cars. It is 
kind of like computers right? 
When they work, they are 
awesome! But when they don’t 
work, nothing is more frustrating! 
Like our first kiss, perhaps our 
first kiss in a car, almost all of us 
remember our first car. Mine was 
a 1970 Chevelle SS, blue with 
white stripes, hood-pins, black 
interior, PS, PB, and an eight-
track player! Oops I almost 
forgot, it was a big block 396 with 
375 horse. It was great fun! 

When was your first kiss? What 
was your first car? 
 
Do you remember what you paid 
for it? My folks bought me the 
Chevelle, (I know, lucky right?) 
for a mere $1,800. Can you 
imagine that today? I saw “my” 
car on Barrett-Jackson and it 
went for $180,000. Only a 100 
times more than my dad paid! 
Guess I missed out on that…see 
what I mean by a love/hate 
relationship? Arrrrggghhhh…. 
Now I have three cars. My wife 
has an SUV, I have a Pickup and 
a 1969 Camaro. What do you 
have today? 
 
What does the Bible say about 
my cars and your cars? Well, 
nothing, of course, not directly 
anyway. But the Bible says a lot 
when we think about the 
responsibility we have for our 
neighbor, which includes the 
planet Earth. The Bible says a lot 
about our stewardship of financial 
and natural resources and how 
we are to use them wisely. The 
car, as important as it is, as 
freeing as it is, as convenient as 
it is, can cause serious problems 
for our neighbor and the earth. 
 
A number of years ago, 2008 I 
believe, marked the 100

th
 

Anniversary of Henry Ford’s 
introduction of the Model T. It 
also marked the founding of 
General Motors. These two 
events have had a profound 
effect on our life today and have 
literally shaped our lives and the 
shape of the United States. 
Probably no other event has 
done what the car has done. 
 
The automobile is the icon of the 
20

th
 Century. It gave us freedom, 

mobility, privacy, autonomy, 
convenience, fun, speed, utility, 
and sex. It is all these things that 

are captured by the automobile 
single-handedly. 
 
So what does the Bible say about 
all this? Perhaps nothing and 
perhaps everything. The Bible, as 
some would argue, does not 
function as an “answer book.” It 
functions upon us as God’s word 
to us and for us. It actually “does” 
something to you as you read it. 
No other book has this capability. 
God, through his Word, will help 
you figure out what car to drive, 
how to use the world’s oil, how to 
care for your neighbor, whether 
or not you should ride the bus, 
and how our cities should be 
designed. We need outside help 
now, more than ever. 
 
Well that’s about it for my 
ramblings now. Thanks for 
reading. 
 
May God grant you wisdom. May 
God grant you strength. And may 
God fill with you peace and joy 
during this Holiday Season. 
 
Keep on cruisin’ and keep on 
reading the Rumbler. Blessings 
everyone! 
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24 ICONIC CARS          
You Probably Missed on 
the “Andy Griffith Show”               

Story & Photos by (ClassicCarLabs.com) 

 

“On The Andy Griffith Show you 
meet some of the funniest, down-
to-earth folks you ever knew. In 
color”. 
 
This tagline is from 6

th
 season of 

the highly-successful, multi-
awarded family TV program of 
the 60s entitled, “The Andy 
Griffith Show”. Having a 
successful run for almost a 
decade, the show probably owes 
its success not just to the funny 
characters of Sheriff Andy, 
Deputy Barney, and Aunt Bee, 
but also in part to the coolest 
collection of classic Ford Sedans 
and other vintage cars that you 
may have seen in a TV Program. 
Let’s take a look at the some of 
the coolest cars that you can 
meet only on the Andy Griffith 
Show. 
 

The Mayberry Squad Car 
 
With virtually no crime to solve, 
the Squad Car was Mayberry’s 
only police car used by Sheriff 
Andy and Deputy Barney either 
during their regular patrols, or for 
their personal business. In 
partnership with Ford Motors, the 
cars were supplied free of charge 
by a nearby Ford dealer, and 
whenever the next year’s model 
came out, it was sent to the 

studio and the old one was 
returned to the dealer who re-
painted it and sold it as a used 
car. The photos below show the 
actual Squad Cars used starting 
with Season 1. 

 

1960 Ford Fairlane (Season 1) 
 

1961 Ford Fairlane (Season 2) 
 

1962 Ford Galaxie (Season 3) 
 

1963 Ford Galaxie (Season 4) 
 

1964 Ford Galaxie (Season 5) 
 

1965 Ford Custom 54E (Season 6) 
 

1966 Ford Custom (Season 7) 
 

1967 Ford Custom (Season 8) 

1954 Ford Custom Line 
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Barneys 1958 Edsel Pacer 
 

Aunt Bee’s 1954 Ford Fairlane Sunliner 
Convertible 

 

Goobers 1960 Rambler American 
 

Tucker’s 1963 Lincoln Continental 
 

The Governor’s 1961 Cadillac Fleetwood 
75 Limousine 

 

1967 Lincoln Continental Executive 
Limousine 

 

Freddy Fleet’s 1948 Cadillac Airport 
Limousine 

 

1933 Ford V8 
 

Briscoe’s 1929 Ford Model AA 
 

 
McBeevee’s 1957 Ford F-Series Pickup 

 

 
1966 Ferrari 275 GTB/4 

 

 
The Doctor’s 1955 Jaguar XK 140 

 

 
Jim Mercedes-Benz 190SL 

 

 
1965 Excalibur Series 1 

 

 
1961 Ford Falcon 
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THE HISTORY OF THE 
BARRIS BROTHERS            

Story & Photos by (barris.com) 

 

GEORGE BARRIS 
 
George was born in Chicago in 
the mid-twenties. In 1928, he and 
his older brother Sam moved to 
Roseville, California with relatives 
after their parents died. They 
both were excellent students 
especially in drama, music and 
drawing. George pursued a 
passion for building scratch-built 
aircraft models which led to 
model cars. He won competitions 
for construction and design. 
 
The family gave the brothers a 
1925 Buick in need of repair for 
the work they did at their 
restaurant. 
 

 
This Buick became the first 
"Barris Brothers" custom car. The 
old Buick needed much attention 

and their creative urges to make 
it different took hold. They 
straightened the body and added 
bolt-on accessories before 
George hand painted the car in 
orange with blue stripes. It was 
promptly sold to purchase a 1929 
Model A. 
 
The brothers interest in cars 
intensified during their teenage 
years as they discovered "the 
black art" of body work by 
hanging out after school at local 
body shops, including Brown's 
and Bertolucci's in Sacramento. 
George created his first full 
custom from a used 1936 Ford 
convertible before he graduated 
from High School. This 
automobile lead to their first 
commercial customer. Shortly 
after George formed a club called 
Kustoms Car Club where the first 
use of "K" for Kustoms appeared. 
 
After Sam entered WW II, 
George moved to Los Angeles 
where his talents began to 
flourish. He soon opened his first 
shop in Bell, a Los Angeles 
suburb in late 1944. Sam joined 
him after his discharge in 1945. 
They opened a new shop on 
Compton Ave. in Los Angeles. 
The shop was known as the 
"Barris Brother's Custom Shop". 
Sam's natural metal 
craftsmanship served as a 
perfect foil to George's desire to 
design, paint, manage, and 
promote. 
 
George began to race at Saugus 
Speedway around 1947. But this 
hobby was short lived as the 
business expanded and took up 
all his spare time. Other forces 
began to take place, the first Hot 
Rod Show produced by Robert 
'Pete' Petersen founder of Hot 
Rod magazine. The Barris 
brothers were asked to exhibit 
the only custom car in the show. 

The reaction was very positive. 
 
Modern automotive magazines 
were being published which 
provided coverage of the custom 
car business. George began 
photographing autos 
professionally and writing for the 
magazines. He was able to 
promote his business by 
demonstrating their techniques 
through how-to articles. 
 
The Barris brothers outgrew their 
shop on Compton and moved to 
a larger shop in Lynwood where 
the famous Hirohata Merc was 
born. Sam bought a new two-
door Mercury and knew it would 
make a great custom. He figured 
it out all in his head and began 
cutting it up and reformed the 
car. Bob Hirohata admired Sam's 
style and brought in his '51 Merc 
for a full custom job. Sam 
finished his car so it could be 
shown at the 1952 Motorama. It 
turned out to be the sensation of 
the show. 
 
George formed "Kustoms of Los 
Angeles," which was initially 
restricted to Barris customers 
and later became "Kustoms of 
America." The group grew out of 
weekend custom runs which 
George helps put together. 
Kustoms of America is still a 
major club today that has a major 
cruise in Paso Robles. 
 
The movie studios had taken 
note of Barris Kustoms on the 
streets and at races and came to 
George for cars for their films. 
One of the first films Barris made 
cars for was called "High School 
Confidential". The success of the 
initial movie car venture 
motivated George to seek 
business in Hollywood. This 
included customizing the 
personal cars of the stars as well. 
As the past forty plus years have 

http://www.hotrod.com/features/1510-history-of-the-scat-pack-through-ads-from-1960s/#photo-01
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shown, this association with the 
studios and stars has been long 
and fascinating. 
 
Shirley Ann Nahas, George's 
future wife came into the scene 
and was an integral part of 
George's success. She became a 
strong nurturing partner in 
George's life as Sam had already 
left the business. George 
concentrated on promotion as 
well as customizing. The two 
went hand in hand. He would 
travel all over the country in his 
creations, with the name "Barris" 
plastered everywhere he could, 
covering car shows and 
appearing on TV talk shows. In 
the late 50's Revell began 
making model kits of George's 
cars. AMT soon joined with the 
"Ala Kart." Plastic model kits 
became the biggest selling toys 
at the time. 
 
Original Kustoms and hot rods 
continued to roll off George's 
drawing board. They were built 
and decorated by the best 
fabricators and craftsmen in the 
business. This pool of talent 
included Bill Hines, Lloyd Bakan, 
Dick Dean, Dean Jeffries, Von 
Dutch, Larry Watson, Hershel 
"Junior" Conway, John and Ralph 
Manok, Bill De Carr, Richard 
Korkes, Frank Sonzogni, "Jocko" 
Johnson, Lyle Lake, Curley 
Hurlbert, "Gordo", and for a brief 
time Tom McMullen. Many of 
them went on to do their own 
notable work. As the sixties 
began, George shifted gears and 
bought a new shop in North 
Hollywood where he designed 
and built award winning cars. He 
also became a father to daughter 
Joji and son Brett. George 
continues to work out of this shop 
today 
 

 
SAM BARRIS 

 
Sam Barris was born on October 
6, 1924 in Chicago, Illinois, to 
Greek immigrant parents. 
Unfortunately, his mother died 
when Sam and younger brother 
George were 4 and 3 years of 
age, respectively. An aunt and 
uncle brought the boys to 
California, to raise them as their 
own. 
 
Sam grew up in Roseville, a 
suburb of Sacramento. He joined 
his brother in Los Angeles 
immediately after his service in 
World War II and they began 
what we now know as the birth of 
the custom car industry. 
 
In later years, Sam grew tired of 
the hectic pace in Los Angeles 
and returned to the Sacramento 
area and settled in Carmichael to 
raise his family. He had married 
Joyce Lampson, his childhood 
sweetheart with whom he had 
two children, Johnny and Pam. 
Sam wanted his children to have 
the advantages of country life. He 
was an avid horseman as are 
both of his children. He worked 
as a fire fighter and later was 
elected Fire Commissioner for 
Carmichael, occasionally doing a 
custom job or restoring a vintage 
automobile in his home shop until 
his untimely passing from cancer 
in 1967. 
 

His devotion to the art of custom 
cars put the Barris Brothers on a 
level never seen before and 
helped turn a hobby into a 
profession. Sam won dozens of 
awards for his work and through 
the combined efforts of the 
brothers, Barris Kustoms became 
the best-known custom car shop 
in the world. 
 
Sam chopped the top on his own 
'49 Mercury, creating the classic 
look that is still revered today, a 
half century later. He was first to 
chop a hardtop, Larry Ernst's '51 
Bel Air fastback, his own '50 
Buick, and the famous Hirohata 
'51 Merc. The style Sam 
hammered onto the custom 
scene is held in great respect 
and is noted with the Sam Barris 
Award initiated by his friends 
Harold and Willie Bagasarian at 
the Sacramento Autorama every 
year. 
 
To commemorate the 
customizing of that very first 
Merc, Sam's son, John has been 
joined by family, friends, talented 
craftsmen and members of the 
automotive industry to build a '51 
Merc as a tribute to his father. 
Customizers such as Galloway, 
Himsl, Novelli, Martinez, Winfield, 
Hollenbeck, Reasoner, Aiello and 
Barclay are creating a once-in- a-
life- time work of automotive art. 
This special memorial tribute will 
be used to raise funds for 
children's cancer research and 
treatment. The car will possess 
the classic and traditional style 
and design of the old Sam Barris 
custom using the advanced 
materials, concepts and 
technology of today. Sam would 
not have wanted this tribute to be 
dedicated solely to his legacy, so 
we are using this special car to 
raise funds to help children and 
their families who are struggling 
against cancer, the same terrible 
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disease that took his life while 
still a young man. 
 

 
SHIRLEY BARRIS 

 
The Beloved Wife, Love and Best 
Friend of George Barris; the 
mother of Joji and Brett Barris 
and Grandmother to Jared Fathi, 
sent her wonderful spirit to God's 
care and love on July 30, 2001 at 
the City of Hope, Duarte, 
California. 
 
Shirley herself, was a celebration 
of life, of love and caring! She 
demonstrated these everyday in 
her tenderhearted acts of 
sharing. The smile that could light 
up a stage! Those big blue eyes 
that could entrance! But perhaps 
Shirley's celebration could best 
be described as a dance. She 
waltzed through life with a 
definite rhythm, be it bouncy and 
dazzling like jazz... 
 
Shirley Barris was a vibrant 
woman. She was a treasure to 
those who knew her. All were 
welcome. She was always busy. 
Almost nothing could slow her 
down, she'd just keep going like 
the energizer bunny. 
 
With Shirley, there was never a 
dull moment! Her energy and 
sense of fun seemed to follow 
her like a parade! 
 
Shirley Nahas was born 

November 26, 1929 in Joliet, 
Illinois to her parents, the late 
Ann and Fred Nahas. Her brother 
Bill was the first born, August 15, 
1928 and Shirley was born 1 year 
later November 26, 1929. 
Shirley's beginnings may have 
been modest, nonetheless, she 
set goals she aspired to achieve. 
She spent her early years at the 
family casino in Lake Tahoe. 
There, she met George Barris, 
who swept her off her feet. Of 
course, she was much too smart 
to tell him that! After much 
courting, the two were married on 
April 25, 1958. 
 
A match like no other, Shirley 
was always there to cheer and 
support George in all his 
business endeavors. After all, 
she was his biggest fan. Although 
George became a legend, Shirley 
Barris was an extraordinary 
person, who managed to thrive, 
fascinate and create an identity 
separate from just being "George 
Barris' wife." Soon after they 
were married, Joji came along. 
According to the birth 
announcement, she apparently 
arrived on a flying saucer? Then 
came Brett. The Encino house 
was a lively place, filled with the 
laughter of children and friends. 
 
With Shirley's artistic flair, there 
was always something new and 
intriguing -- From one of her 
many paintings, to a cage of 
monkeys. And what a glamour 
queen!! Shirley was way ahead 
of her time in the beauty 
department as well!! Although her 
social schedule was always full, 
she never failed to help with 
children's charities. She spent 
daunting hours fulfilling her duties 
for Child Help-USA, The Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Pasadena, St. 
Jude's Hospital and the Jerry 
Lewis Telethon. 
 

She touched so many lives and 
leaves fond memories for all that 
knew her. 
 
We'll always remember those 
penetrating eyes, pools of blue, 
and the windows to such a 
beautiful soul. 
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TV Cars 

The legendary Batmobile. 

Beverly Hillbillies Race car. 

Dragula, from the Munster’s. 

 

 

 

The Flint mobile from the Flintstones 
movie. 

The General Lee. 

From the original Green Hornet movie. 

KITT from Knight Rider. 

And of course, the Munster Coach, from 
the Munster’s. 

 

Novelty Cars 

Alvin’s Corn. 

AMX 400. 

Bathtub Buggy. 

Calico Surfer. 

Fireball 500. 
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Firebug. 

Hard Hat Hauler. 

Ice Cream Truck. 

Invader. 

Mail Truck. 

Moonscope. 

Redd Foxx Wrecker. 

SuperVan. 

Surf Woody. 

VOX Mobile. 

Still going Strong! 

2010 Camaro Spirit. 

GTO. 

Ice Magnum. 

Toyota Prius. 

Red Demon Challenger. 

Bat Ray Corvette. 
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MOTORHEAD CENTRAL                                       
Story & Photos by Brian Kamlitz 

 

Year end in the 
Motorsports Capital of 

North Dakota 
 
Well December 10th is the 
James Valley Street Machines 
banquet, what a year it was had 
a couple shop parties at the toy 
box, some great meetings with 
awesome food each month and 
great fellowship while eating with 
the group. The Blacktop tour was 
a great time and a whole bunch 
of miles through North Dakota, 
Minnesota and a short South 
Dakota drive. And finally the 
September car show at Wilhelm’s 
unbelievable turnout of 
machines. So you want to be part 
of an active club? Join one ... 
every club is looking for 
membership and get out show off 
your ride and be part of great 
group of people. 
 
James River Drift Skippers … 
well we had snow but with 40 
degree weather it went bye, but 
there club is just getting rolling 

groomed trails ready. There are 
monthly meetings and state rides 
if you’re a snowmobile enthusiast 
they are looking for members. 
 
The Jamestown Classic Car Club 
Winter Wheels Car Show is 
about a month away. This club 
starts the year off each year with 
their Car Show at the Jamestown 
Civic Center, so mark your 
calendars January 30th 2016. 
The show time on Saturday is 
9:00-4:00. The Jamestown 
Classic Car Club also has a great 
summer show in the park each 
year with great cars, 
entertainment, food and 
awesome vendors. 
 
Jamestown Speedway is looking 
at adding IMCA to their program 
this year. There was a drivers 
meeting to get input on this 
situation. This will be interesting 
to see what the outcome will be. 
 
Rods and Hogs / Motorsports 
Capital of North Dakota had an 
awesome turn out on Main Street 
Jamestown June 27th 2015 we 
are trying to plan one for June 
11th so stay tuned for more 
details  
 
Dakota Motocross has a couple 
events each year and what a turn 
out they have. WOW! Packed 
house each event they have. 
They do have several meets 
around the state each year and 
the attendance of youngsters are 
growing which is what every club 
needs. 
 
James Valley Off-Roaders 25th 
Anniversary as a club. What an 
accomplishment. 
 
Crusaders Jamestown chapter 
has had several runs this past 
summer and what a turnout they 
get on each ride. 
 

Buffalo City Karting Club had 
some weather issues this past 
year but some great turnouts. 
What a great developer for the 
big track. This Oval Go-Kart track 
has produced some great racers 
for the Jamestown speedway. 
 
The Individuals Motorcycle Club 
has put together some great bike 
runs this past summer. 
 
H.O.G.S have had a few rides 
this past summer and a couple 
events. 
 
CMA had several rides with 
members and had some meet 
and greets at different cafes 
across the state this past year. 
 
Jamestown Drag Racing 
Association had their annual drag 
in July 2015. There was a huge 
turnout this year. 160 entrees at 
the 2 day event.  
 
The James Valley Motorsports 
Foundation has land at the 
Stutsman County Fair Grounds to 
build a 1/8

th
 Mile Drag Strip. They 

are working with the fair board to 
make this happen. There are a 
couple of small hurdles to finish 
up this deal, but the Foundation 
feels confident they will get them 
resolved. James Valley 
Motorsports Foundation has 
been registered with the state of 
North Dakota for a couple of 
months now and the federal 
paperwork is ready to be sent off 
to become a 501c Non-Profit 
Foundation. There are a lot of 
people that want to see this begin 
in 2016. 
 
Buffalo City RC squadron had 
some meetings and a couple 
events. 
Jamestown Demolition club has 
had several events around the 
state and even a couple out of 
state 0 Jeremy has brought home 
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some big hardware this past 
summer 23 has had a great year. 
 
Southeast Pullers association 
had more pulls this past year 
than ever. I have heard that they 
will have even more pulls in 2016 
so get out and support these 
local and area pullers. 
 
Well motor heads that kind of 
sums up the year end in short 
text... Please watch for 2016 
events we have more 
Motorsports events here in 
Jamestown North Dakota than 
any other city in the state! Many 
of you don’t even realize this until 
I started talking about all the 
Motorsport clubs we have in our 
town of 15427. 
 
For all that is going on in the 
world I'm proud to be a American 
and heavy into Motorsports, I 
want to thank everyone that has 
supported every Motorsports club 

here in town either sponsored, 
attended or actively involved. 
You all make this happen for 
1000's to enjoy and bring in 
people to Jamestown to see what 
we have to offer every year. 
Thank you. 

FCA TRADEMARKS  
“CUDA” NAME & 

BLOCKS “BARRACUDA”                               
Story & Photos by Ronald Ahrens (The New  

York Times) 

\  

 

 
The U.S. Patent & Trademark 
office (USPTO) has officially 

approved "Cuda" as a trademark 
of Fiat Chrysler Automobiles. At 
the same time, the agency 
blocked a similar application for 
the "Barracuda" nameplate. 
 
According to Allpar, FCA has 
received a third extension of the 
trademark earlier this month, 
leaving the company with just two 
more before the USPTO will 
declare that the application has 
been abandoned. Specifically, 
unless it shows that the name 
was being used on a product in 
interstate commerce (as a 
vehicle, part, trim, or badge). the 
manufacturer will only be able to 
retain the "Cuda" name until June 
2017. 
 
As for the "Barracuda" name, the 
situation is rather hilarious, as 
FCA filed a new application in 
2015 without officially cancelling 
the first application submitted in 
early 2012. As a result, the 
USPTO refused the second 
application because it was a 
duplicate. Both of them are now 
under examination, but a 
decision has yet to be taken, 
leaving FCA stuck should it want 
to release products, such as 
merchandise items or even a 
concept car, wearing the 
"Barracuda" name. 
 
Whatever the case, these 
trademarks raise a very important 
question. Is FCA planning to 
revive the Cuda or the 
Barracuda, or both? 
 
There have been several rumors 
on the matter in recent years, but 
Chrysler has yet to officially 
confirm that it plans to revive any 
of them. At some point, SRT said 
there will be a Barracuda by the 
end of the decade, but the 
brand’s return under Dodge 
appears to have put an end to 
that. More recently, there were 

 

http://www.topspeed.com/cars/car-news/fca-trademarks-cuda-name-blocks-barracuda-ar172003/picture659902.html
http://www.topspeed.com/trucks/fiat-chrysler-automobiles/ke5312.html
http://www.topspeed.com/cars/plymouth-barracuda/ke1486.html
http://www.topspeed.com/cars/plymouth/1970-1971-plymouth-hemi-cuda-ar17392.html
http://www.topspeed.com/cars/concept-cars/ke169.html
http://www.topspeed.com/cars/srt/index839.html
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rumors that FCA showed a 
Dodge Barracuda convertible 
alongside the next-generation 
Charger at a dealer presentation 
in Las Vegas, but no one has 
really confirmed that scenario in 
the last four months. 
 

 
 
Sure, that doesn’t mean that FCA 
isn’t considering reviving one or 
both nameplates, but the fact that 
the company has been struggling 
to extend these trademarks for 
more than one year makes things 
rather foggy. One thing’s for sure 
though, Dodge ’s thin lineup of 
cars would have plenty of room 
for two new models. Chrysler 
could consider both a convertible 
version of the Challenger under a 
different name, as well as a 
smaller, sportier muscle car. At 
least one of them could be built 
on the same platform as the new 
Alfa Romeo Giulia.  
 
Unfortunately, if FCA does revive 
the Cuda and the Barracuda, 
they will hit the market. 
 

 
The last time Chrysler 
showcased anything related to 
those name was in 2007, when 
the Challenger-based Cuda 
concept was launched. The 
Barracuda was discontinued in 
1974 following the 1973 oil crisis, 
after only ten years in production.  

RACING HEROS                 
A TALE OF TWO DRAG 

RACING LEGENDS:      

SNAKE & MONGOOSE                                
Story & Photos by Ronald Ahrens (The New  

York Times) 

 
Don Prudhomme, left, and Tom McEwen. 
Credit Ronald Ahrens 

HOLLYWOOD Don Prudhomme 
and Tom McEwen set many 
records while racing on the 
dragstrip. They probably never 
contemplated walking down the 
red carpet. 

Yet walk they did on August 27, 
2013 at the Egyptian Theater 
during the Los Angeles premiere 
of “Snake & Mongoose,” the 
biopic that portrays their rivalry 
and friendship. The movie, which 
will be released Sept. 6, shows 
how the two Southern 
Californians began their careers 
with a love for racing. 
Prudhomme worked in his 
family’s auto body shop in 
Burbank and McEwen toiled on 
the assembly line at Douglas 
Aircraft Company. 

“My wife’s folks didn’t want her 
marrying me because I was a 
drag racer, and lo and behold, we 
go to a movie on Hollywood 
Boulevard about me and Tom 
McEwen,” Prudhomme, 72, said 
after the screening. In attendance 
were other racing people, 

including Tommy Ivo, a fellow 
member of the Road Kings, the 
Burbank car club, who helped 
Prudhomme as a young driver. 
Another friend of Prudhomme, 
Ray Evernham, the former 
Nascar team owner, also showed 
up. 

“Snake & Mongoose” documents, 
sometimes languidly, how the 
men capitalized on key wins in 
major National Hot Rod 
Association events and took their 
rivalry to match races at what 
McEwen remembers as badly 
lighted, bumpy tracks around the 
country. Jesse Williams, from 
“Grey’s Anatomy,” deftly portrays 
Prudhomme. Richard Blake, 
another television actor, gained 
20 pounds to play McEwen. 

Prudhomme was called the 
“Snake” because of his 
slenderness and height. Ed 
Donovan, McEwen’s engine 
builder, coined the nickname 
“Mongoose.” 

The story of the drivers’ families 
gives an unexpected but 
welcome look at the middle-class 
lives and values the two racers 
shared. 

“They’re in relationships where 
it’s all about the man,” Ashley 
Hinshaw, the young actress who 
steals hearts as Lynn 
Prudhomme, said on the red 
carpet. “I think Lynn put herself in 
the situation so that she involved 
herself in the business side of 
things.” 

A flair for marketing, as well as 
driving, was required throughout 
their careers, and McEwen, now 
76, had the idea to approach 
Mattel with Prudhomme in 1969. 
The toy company underwrote a 
contract — $100,000 for the 

http://www.topspeed.com/cars/srt-barracuda/ke4225.html
http://www.topspeed.com/cars/dodge/index37.html
http://www.topspeed.com/cars/alfa_romeo-giulia/ke3472.html
http://www.topspeed.com/cars/chrysler/index29.html
http://www.topspeed.com/cars/chrysler/index29.html
http://snakeandmongoosemovie.com/
http://www.nhra.com/
http://www.nhra.com/
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partners, according to the movie 
— that started a motorsports 
sponsorship phenomenon. 

“We were the first ones to have 
sponsors on board; big trucks, 
uniforms,” he said at the 
premiere. “I wanted to get 
corporate money. I thought, ‘Let’s 
go away from the automotive 
sponsors. Let’s go to Nabisco or 
Coca-Cola or Goodyear or 
Mattel.’” 

Noah Wyle, who portrays the 
Mattel executive Art Spear, said 
he had played with Hot Wheels 
as a child. 

“I had both of those guys’ cars,” 
Mr. Wyle, known for his role on 
“ER,” said. The funny cars — 
Prudhomme 1970 Plymouth 
Barracuda and McEwen’s 1970 
Plymouth Duster — were 
reproduced as Hot Wheels 
models. 

“Eighty percent of the allure of 
doing the movie was the 
possibility of meeting them,” Mr. 
Wyle said, adding, “I’m no 
gearhead.” His challenge, he 
said, was to show how Mr. 
Spears took Mattel “from being a 
very Barbie-centric company and 
how he launched this line of toys 
that became the hottest sellers.” 

 
From left, Noah Wyle, Tom McEwen, 
Richard Blake, Jesse Williams, Ashley 
Hinshaw and Don Prudhomme. Credit 
Ronald Ahrens 

In later years, after Mattel 
reduced and then withdrew its 

sponsorship, Prudhomme 
Plymouth Arrow funny car wore 
Army livery, while McEwen’s 
Corvette had an English Leather 
theme. The drivers set many 
records, and Prudhomme later 
accomplishments as an owner of 
a drag-racing team are notable. 
McEwen’s innovations also 
extended to making racecars 
safer. 

The N.H.R.A. contributed vintage 
photos and footage, as well as 
providing curatorial expertise on 
the matter of period-correct 
uniforms and helmets. According 
to the movie’s production notes, 
collectors like Bruce Meyer 
helped to provide the vintage 
cars. Much of the filming was 
done at Famoso Raceway (now 
the Auto Club Famoso 
Raceway), near Bakersfield, 
Calif. Famoso was altered to 
resemble other tracks, like Lions 
Drag Strip, the long-closed 
raceway in the Wilmington district 
of Los Angeles. 

“Snake & Mongoose” captures 
the innocence of the duo’s early 
days, when a pickup and an open 
trailer were enough to get a 
dragster to the track, and a 
driver’s desire was elemental in 
his success. 

“It’s a real high to see you on 
screen, and most of all it’s a good 
movie,” Prudhomme said after 
the premiere. 

 

PONYCAR NIRVANA    
NEW  BUICK AVISTA 

UNVEILED!                                           
Story & Photos by Thom Taylor (hotrod.com) 

Is this the rumored twin-turbo V6 
Grand National we’ve been 

hearing about for years? 
 

 
 
We teased you earlier about a 
potential Buick pony car—we 
know that sounds like an 
oxymoron—but here it is; the 
Buick Avista. Read on about this 
latest concept, and let’s hope it’s 
only a thinly veiled production 
car! 
 
The Avista is based on the GM 
Alpha platform, which the 2016 
Camaro is based on—though 70-
percent of the architecture is 
changed for the Camaro. And our 
comparisons to the Camaro are 
because this Buick looks to be 
based heavily on the upper and 
cowl sections of the Camaro. 
 
It is currently equipped with a 
twin-turbocharged 3.0L V6 that 
features fuel-saving active fuel 
management (cylinder 
deactivation) and stop/start 
technology to complement its 
power with efficiency. The engine 
is backed by an eight-speed 
automatic transmission and 
magnetic ride control to deliver 
more precise body motion 
control.  
 

http://www.hotrod.com/news/1601-ponycar-nirvana-new-buick-avista-unveiled-at-2016-detroit-auto-show/#photo-01
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Exposed carbon fiber and 
aluminum accents throughout 
cue performance-oriented driving 
experience. The fading pattern 
on the seats, console and doors 
were inspired by waves receding 
at a beach’s edge, or so GM’s 
marketing types tell us.  
 
Packing a V8 and manual 
transmission, which the Alpha 
platform can handle, this would 
be one sweet Buick echoing the 
days of GS’s and Stage 3 power 
monsters from Buick’s better 
past, and for hot Rodders 
another version of Camaro—
which we can’t get enough of. In 
this turbocharged V6, automatic 
transmission version—it’s akin to 
a modern-day Buick Grand 
National. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A COMIC BOOK 
ILLUSTRATOR’S TAKE 
ON THE PERFECT 1955 

CHEVY 210!          

THE OUTLANDISH ONE: Greg 
& Trish Land’s Sweet ’55 has a 

new  lease on Life                                
Story & Photos by Joe Bidwell (Hot Rod 

Magazine) 

 
 
So many of us fondly remember 
the days of high school and the 
opportunity to slide behind the 
wheel of our first car, but we’re 
willing to bet that most of you 
reading this didn’t get to cruise a 
machine like Greg Land’s 1955 
Chevy 210 hardtop to school 
every day. Of course, back then 
the ’55 didn’t quite have the 
same appearance, but the old-
school cool, without a doubt, 
rocked the blacktop in his Indiana 
homeland. 
 
“My parents took me to see 
American Graffiti as a young 
teenager, and then we looked for 
a ’55. Dad found ours for sale in 
southern Indiana,” says Land. 
 

 
 

When the car was purchased, it 
was all black with a 283ci engine 
wearing a single four-barrel 
carburetor, and according to 
Land, was “mostly stock.” The 
car’s been in his possession ever 
since, and the story only gets 
sweeter. 
Land enlisted his then-girlfriend 
Trish to help him polish a tunnel-
ram manifold for the car in his 
unheated garage in the Indiana 
winter. When she agreed, that’s 
when he knew he had a keeper. 
 
“When I proposed to her, I had 
the ring, flowers, champagne, 
and candles in the trunk. I invited 
her to the garage with the 
pretense of showing her 
something new to the car. I 
asked her to grab me a 
screwdriver out of the trunk, and 
as she went to the back of the 
car, I turned out the lights as she 
found the ring presentation. She 
said yes, and we just celebrated 
our 30th anniversary,” says Land. 
In fact, Trish was picked up for 
their first date in the car, and it’s 
been a focal point of their 
relationship ever since, as it was 
used in their wedding with Land’s 
brother acting as chauffeur. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.hotrod.com/cars/featured/1601-a-comic-book-illustrators-take-on-the-perfect-1955-chevy-210/#photo-01
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/featured/1601-a-comic-book-illustrators-take-on-the-perfect-1955-chevy-210/#photo-04
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/featured/1601-a-comic-book-illustrators-take-on-the-perfect-1955-chevy-210/#photo-05
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“I drove this car to work and 
Indiana State University before 
we started hot rodding it,” says 
Land. “As life went on and the old 
283 and original master cylinder 
and brakes grew tired, the car 
was stored in the garage.” 
 
Sometime around 1981, Land 
sanded the car down to bare 
metal in his parents’ 
garage/alleyway before his 
cousin Bill Simrell welded in new 
headlight buckets and painted 
the car. His mother, who was an 
upholstery professional, helped 
to restore the full interior around 
1982 with a light grey velour 
fabric, but those hard miles piled 
up and eventually it was time for 
a full restoration. 
 
It’s also made it through two job 
relocations and the birth of a 
daughter in 1999. Although it was 
pushed to the back burner for 
quite some time—the car was 
stored from 1996 to 2008. 

 
When there was finally enough 
time and money to turn the car 
into his dream restoration, Land 
dropped the car off at Time 
Machines in Hudson, Florida, for 
the full, wallet-emptying, frame-
off restoration treatment it 
deserved. 
 
Land, who is a comic book 
illustrator by trade, laid pen to 
paper and came up with his 
vision for the “Outlandish” 
project, depicting his vision of the 
perfect ’55. 
 

 
 
And what a perfect machine it’s 
turned out to be. For simplicity’s 

sake, and ease of restoration, the 
choice was made to use one of 
Art Morrison’s GT Sport chassis, 
which features mandrel-bent 
rectangular tubing and a 
triangulated four-bar rear 
suspension design. The 
suspension holds up a 9-inch 
Ford with 5.35:1 cogs that rides 
on a set of Strange Engineering 
coil over shocks. 
 
In the front of the car, Heidt’s 
suspension is installed, including 
fully chromed tubular control 
arms, 1-inch-diameter sway bar, 
power rack-and-pinion steering 
gear, and ididit tilt-wheel steering 
column. Strange coil overs keep 
the stance just right, while 
Wilwood brakes are placed at all 
four corners to slow the heavy 
Chevy down. 
 
Assisting in achieving stance 
perfection, are a set of Bonspeed 
Thrust wheels that are custom-
made for Time Machines. They 
measure 19x7 in the front and 
20x12 in the rear, with 
225/35R19 and 335/30R20 
Michelin Pilot Sport rubber 
wrapped ’round. 
 
In the interest of solid 
performance without a monster 
price tag, Land selected a 
Chevrolet Performance Parts 
502ci Ram Jet crate engine. The 
engine wears a set of aluminum 
cylinder heads, a tunnel-ram-
style high-rise intake, and pumps 
out 502 horsepower at 5,100 rpm 
along with 565 lb-ft of torque at 
only 3,200 rpm. The Ram Jet has 
been dressed up with a Spectre 
Performance pulley system, Billet 
Specialties valve covers, and had 
the intake manifold color-
coordinated to the car. It’s 
backed by a 4L80E transmission. 
Mike Staveski and the team at 
Time Machines went above and 

 

http://www.hotrod.com/cars/featured/1601-a-comic-book-illustrators-take-on-the-perfect-1955-chevy-210/#photo-06
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beyond on the reconstruction of 
this mean machine. 
 

 
 
On the inside, the dash was 
smoothed out, the heater controls 
and ashtray were removed, and 
the A/C vents moved to the dash 
insert area. Although Land 
spends more time listening to the 
rumble of the big-block through 
the custom-bent Time Machines 
2.5-inch exhaust, the car does 
have a full Sony audio system 
installed by Brian Bojinoff of Time 
Machines along with a full 
complement of Classic 
Instruments gauges so he can 
keep tabs on the engine. The 
audio and HVAC controls are 
hidden in the glovebox and the 
transmission controller is hidden 
in the console. 
 

 
 
Vintage Air’s retrofit A/C system 
blows through a set of Billet 

Specialties vents, while the 
interior upholstery was designed 
by Land and executed by the 
Time Machines crew. A set of 
mid-’90s Mopar seats had the 
headrests removed and were 
reworked and re-covered by 
Bojinoff in Velocity Dune/Ostrich 
Ultra Leather, while the custom 
console was a Land/Bojinoff 
collaboration. A black carpet and 
custom Time Machines door 
panels finish off the interior. 
 

 
 
The Time Machines crew 
continued their work on the 
exterior. The floorplan, trunk pan, 
and lower quarter-panels have all 
been replaced, while the firewall 
received the smoothing treatment 
and any non-essential holes in 
the inner wheel wells have been 
filled in. 
 
The exterior of the ’55 has 
numerous modifications to bring 
it to Land’s standards. The 
original steel hood has been 
shaved, an Eckler’s re-pop grille 
is installed, and the front bumper 
is one of Eckler’s Smoothie 
designs. 
 
Addition by subtraction also took 
place when finishing off the 
exterior, as the hood bird, 
emblem, antenna, fuel door, and 
fender scripts have all been 
removed. A Rocky Hinge electric 
fuel filler setup is installed behind 
the driver’s taillight for that trick 
finish. 
 

“I just wish my mother was still 
alive to have been able to do the 
interior this time,” says Land. “I 
keep a square of the old 
upholstery with the registration to 
honor her.” 
 
Outlandish, for sure. It’s also one 
man’s vision of his perfect ’55 
sedan. Who are we to argue? 
 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
HEATH PINTER’S RESCUED 

CUSTOM CLASSIC 1950 
CHEVY 3100                               

Story & Photos by Jason Mulligan (Hot Rod 

Magazine) 

 
 
When one is heavily involved in 
the custom car and truck scene, 
unfinished projects—orphans if 
you will—often come up hoping 
to be adopted and finished in a 
loving garage. This was the case 
with BMX freestyle rider Heath 
Pinter’s ’50 Chevy pickup. While 
Heath cut his teeth on two 
wheels touring the world and 
competing in freestyle BMX 
contests, he has always had a 
love for classic cars and trucks. 
The two industries are more 
intertwined than one may think as 

http://www.hotrod.com/cars/featured/1601-a-comic-book-illustrators-take-on-the-perfect-1955-chevy-210/#photo-07
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/featured/1601-a-comic-book-illustrators-take-on-the-perfect-1955-chevy-210/#photo-08
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/featured/1601-a-comic-book-illustrators-take-on-the-perfect-1955-chevy-210/#photo-13
http://www.hotrod.com/cars/featured/1509-heath-pinters-rescued-custom-classic-1950-chevy-3100/#photo-01


P a g e  | 21 

 

several of the companies, 
sponsors, and friends that Heath 
has worked with share interests 
in both worlds. 
 

 
 
Heath rode head first into custom 
cars picking up a ’65 Lincoln 
when he was younger and began 
customizing it, learning as he 
went along. Since then he has 
crafted numerous newer trucks, 
classic customs, and a few 
traditional hot rods. Recently, a 
friend had been working on a ’50 
Chevy 3100 pickup, and it sat 
neglected in the corner. It had 
good bones with the air 
suspension already started with 
TCI front clip, CPP brakes, and 
Firestone ’bags. A donor motor 
and rearend were also included. 
Heath picked it and the parts up, 
saving the project from the 
junkyard. 
 

 
 
He slowly worked on the truck, 
diving into the motor, getting it 
running right, and topping it off 
with a Professional Products 
intake manifold. He then saddled 
it with Hedman Headers leading 
to a custom Cherry Bomb 
exhaust system. The initial idea 
was to build a simple shop truck 
to run parts around for his bikes 

and hot rods when he got a call 
from one of his sponsors offering 
a spot at the SEMA show. Of 
course, the show was only a 
couple months away and Heath 
had several contests he was 
scheduled to compete in before 
the show in Vegas. This is where 
some help from friends came into 
play. 
 

 
 
The first stop was to nearby 
Hillview Customs in Lake 
Elsinore, California, where Dalton 
Hill got the body straight and 
sprayed it in Hot Rod Flatz Olive 
Brown while Heath crafted a 
custom bed frame and wood bed 
floor. A quick call to Colorado 
Custom resulted in a one-off 
smoothie wheel design in the 
18x8 size wrapped in 215/45R18 
General Tires. All of the chrome 
work was hit with trim black to 
provide a toned-down look. On 
the inside, the cab was outfitted 
with plenty of Kicker audio gear, 
including kick panels and a 
powered subwoofer behind the 
factory bench seat. The seat was 
lowered down and re-foamed 
before the folks at Red Kap (yes, 
the work wear company) sent 
over a roll of their black canvas 
style material for the seat and 
door panels to be covered.  
 
It was a mad thrash the final few 
days before SEMA, but the truck 
made its debut. Heath usually 
tinkered on his rides in his 
garage shop just in front of a dirt 
jump course by himself. The 
experience of working with 

friends has led to new projects 
that will share the experience 
with his friends and sponsors. 
 

Inside the Build 
 
Year/Make/Model: 1950 Chevrolet 3100 
Pickup 
Owner and City/State: Heath Pinter, 
Riverside, CA 
Chassis 
Front Suspension: Total Cost Involved 
Mustang II-Style front clip 
Rear Suspension: Triangulated four-link, 
’87 Chevrolet Camaro rearend 
Frame: Boxed and notched 
Shocks: Doetsch tech 
Brakes: CPP Disc Brakes 
Airbags: Firestone airbags, Accuair 
eLevel 
Drivetrain 
Engine: 1970 Chevrolet SBC 350, Vortec 
Cylinder Heads, Professional Products 
polished intake manifold, MSD Distributor, 
and Taylor Plug Wires 
Transmission: Chevrolet Turbo 400 with 
Lokar Shifter/Linkage, and Inland 
Driveline Driveshaft 
Gas Tank: 1966 Ford Mustang 
Exhaust: Hedman Headers, Custom 
Exhaust with 2-inch Cherry Bomb Mufflers 
Body 
Paint: Hot Rod Flatz Olive Brown by 
Dalton Hill of Hillview Customs 
Mods: Custom wood bed floor, black trim 
and grille 
Interior 
Upholstery: Reworked factory bench 
seat covered with Black Red Kap material 
by Hillview Customs 
Stereo: Kicker PXIBT50.2 Bluetooth head 
unit, Kicker KX400.4 amplifier with Kicker 
10-inch Substation subwoofer, Kicker KS 
4-inch and 6x9 speakers 
Wheels & Tires 
Wheels: 18x8 Colorado Custom One-Off 
Design 
Tires: 215/45R18 General Tire 
Special Thanks: Kicker, Red Kap, Ole 
Smoky Moonshine, Hillview Customs, 
R&R Powdercoating 
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CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
THE FINE & PLEASANT 

MISERY OF HOME AUTO 
REPAIR                                   

Story & Photos by Joshua Placa with George 

Trosley contributor (Hot Rod Magazine) 

 
The persnickety manifold bolt 
had been fighting me forever, but 
all the blood on my knuckles was 
mine. I drizzled Liquid Wrench on 
it, tapped it, drizzled, tapped, and 
cursed, spit on it, and pleaded 
with whatever immovable forces 
that kept that bolt from giving up. 
Mindful of not making the rookie 
mistake of stripping said petulant 
bolt, I recalled my dad’s brilliant 
backyard innovation of attaching 
a vice grip onto the end of 
wrench for added leverage, 
Finally, the sweet sound of a 
thread breaking free of rust 
signaled happy victory. Then 
disaster struck. 
 
I deftly slid the bolt out, ever so 
careful to not let it fall out of my 
grasp and tumble into the engine 
bay, from which we all know 
there is seldom a safe return. 
Then from my outstretched 
fingertips, the slightest of slips—
ding, ping, cling—down into the 
abyss it went. It was a sickening 
sound, another bolt had come to 
an ignominious end, lying dead 
somewhere in an oily crevasse, 
or left for frozen in the snow 
below. 
 
Yes, snow. We had neither 
garage, nor carport, or even a 
proper driveway—just steel, 

rubber, and glass above (dirt 
below). Not hard pack nor 
pebble, just deep, loamy dirt, the 
kind that sinks you down to the 
tops of your ankles when it rains 
and swallows up small engine 
parts, with a particular appetite 
for nuts and bolts, and the 
occasional, irreplaceable spring.  
 
The search for the wayward bolt 
begins. Poking around with a 
flashlight and a blind finger, then 
in later years, a retractable metal 
stick with a magnetic tip. If we 
had discovered this invention 
sooner, it would have saved me 
from a lot of mud diving, or in this 
case, plowing through ice-crusted 
snow. Of course, the bolt could 
not be found in any civilized 
place. Its location fell to one of 
my designated jobs: chief dirt 
crawler. So under the car I went, 
on my belly, pushing snow out of 
the way with my face, looking for 
an invisible object. Since my dear 
Dad didn’t mind me spending 
eternity searching for a lost 
washer or other puny piece, I 
thought they must have been 
priceless gems, surely something 
we would have to order from a 
faraway factory at enormous and 
frivolous expense. I was 11 and 
already well down the road of 
learning things the hard way. 
 

 
  
And so was life on Long Island 
during the Johnson 

Administration, LBJ not Andrew. 
My father was long on practical 
genius and creative ingenuity, but 
short in the pockets. Today, he 
would have a blog—part 
entertainment, part automotive 
advice, part how to stretch a 
shrewd dollar. Integral to his oily 
economics was a tidy labor-to-
time management ratio, plus no 
investment in work conditions—in 
other words, me. Tougher than 
postmen, we would change 
brakes in the pouring rain, the car 
on wooden blocks groaning like a 
ship in a storm. Carbs were 
tweaked in the freezing dead of 
night, fan belts and radiator 
hoses replaced in sweltering 
summer, and balding tires 
changed in the waterlogged bog 
that became our driveway after a 
thunderstorm. It’s not that we 
especially chose to work in those 
conditions, it’s more like this was 
our habitat, taunting us every 
time one of the jalopies needed 
help. 
 
My job was to dismantle 
everything. This was, of course, 
long before smartphones and 
tablets and most anything else 
that could take pictures of the 
disassembly, not that we 
probably would have used any of 
it anyway. How Dad put anything 
back together after I was done 
with it was simply applied magic. 
Sometimes, fixes became 
surprisingly eventful as 
transmissions dropped on bellies, 
cars tipped off their blocks, 
engines broke free of their 
homemade block and tackle, 
carburetors caught fire, or hands, 
arms, and feet got stuck in places 
I didn’t know cars had. But before 
right and proper repairs and 
reassembly could be made, I was 
tasked to find the runaway 
springs and washers, nuts and 
bolts, and nearly anything else 
that could squeeze passed 
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pinched fingers and into the land 
of lost parts. 
 

 
 
I don’t recall if I ever found 
anything once it hit the dirt, as if 
swallowed by another dimension, 
falling out of the sky and plunking 
into the palm of a parallel Dad 
from another universe of broken 
jalopies. It wasn’t until I was a 
young man living on my own did I 
realize that almost all of the 
disappeared could easily be 
replaced by a trip or two to the 
local hardware or auto-parts 
store, usually for change of a 
dollar. But that’s just not the way 
we did things. 
 
As the official and only go-fer, my 
professional apprenticeship was 
largely limited to the musty 
subterranean confines of the 
creepy space under our house. 
The cellar was our sacred tomb 
to discarded parts from makes 
and models both familiar and 
queer. Water pumps and air 
filters and pistons, crankpins, oil 
pans, valve covers, fans, hoses, 
clamps, radiator cores, 
generators, and every imaginable 

fastener lay dead or dying in the 
dark, rusted recesses of the 
cavern of cannibalized cars. Was 
this the stuff of crazy tinkerers, 
ingenious inventors, and wrench 
madmen? Was Frankenstein 
going to stumble down those 
cement stairs looking for new 
bolts? Maybe.  
 
Dad didn’t fit the hoarder profile; I 
did, but that’s another story. He 
was just entering the job market 
when the Great Depression 
turned off the world, so he saw 
value where others didn’t. That 
sense paid off more often than 
not, but not without cost. Not 
being “wasteful” had to be paid in 
time and effort, but he didn’t 
seem to mind, especially if the 
time was mine. 
 
So I was sent off to the 
mysterious chamber of 
mechanical bits from an early 
age, when my imagination and 
my mission would sometimes 
meld. Dad sometimes wondered 
what I was doing down there in 
the basement for so long, fiddling 
and sifting through steel drawers 
looking for the right clamp, or 
eyeballing screws to match the 
correct thread. Minutes would 
stand motionless as I saw plugs 
and pulleys and levers as more 
than what they were. I thought he 
would be pleased I was seeing 
junk’s emancipated potential—
that I was becoming one of him. 
He wasn’t, but he did listen to my 
idea of hooking up all our old 
generators and batteries to 
create a working ray gun.  
 
There was no natural order to the 
spares, just parts Dad thought 
would somehow come in handy 
in whole or part someday. He 
usually was right. It was an 
unnatural collection of graveyard 
things—pieces of Oldsmobile, 
bits of Packard, Buick, 

Studebaker, Rambler, a couple of 
Chevys, maybe a Hudson or two, 
mostly a kind of “what’s that?” of 
extinct models. One Plymouth 
Valiant was even hung up in a 
tree. It was either yard art or a 
parts car, depending on which 
neighbor he was talking to. 
Imports would also find their way 
to our driveway. Uncommon 
makes like Hillman, a particularly 
Spartan and homely little car I 
now think is quite cute, and the 
plush and exotic Citroen, with its 
hydraulic suspension and oddball 
engine works. Add to the mix an 
elderly Fiat and an early 1960s 
Toyota, which looked like an 
ugly, little lunchbox. I watched 
Dad drive them all in, albeit 
sometimes towed by strap and 
nerve, hitched to another one of 
our spit-and-glue specials. I 
hated them all and wish I had 
most of them back. 
 

 
 
My dad had an uncanny, almost 
godlike, ability to bargain. I would 
watch it all unfold, incredulously. 
His standard budget: $100. 
Maybe it had something to do 
with rare or wretched cars, out of 
production and undesirable. Or 
just confounding, like mid-century 
Citroens that required a Rube 
Goldberg–like pull and push of 
levers and buttons and out-of-
sight controls before the ignition 
sequence could commence. I 
sometimes saw my father 
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explaining to owners how to use 
their own cars. It was this 
preternatural understanding of 
things that internally combust that 
gave him an edge. 
 
Then the fun began. He would 
cite all he found broken and 
perilous with the car, chipping at 
the price, wearing down the 
owner to the inevitable moment 
he practically begged Dad to take 
the thing off his hands. “I think I 
can give you, let’s see, I think 
she’s worth maybe a hundred 
bucks,” said Dad to the guy 
asking $600 for his 1954 Chevy 
Coupe. “Yes, sir, I’ll need to put a 
lot into it, do all the repairs 
myself.” Looks like rain. 
 
All those old, beautiful, dreadful 
cars are long gone now, and so 
is Dad. But the smell of oil and 
gasoline always takes me back to 
that driveway, wishing I could 
have found just one dirtier nut or 
washer for the old man. I still 
have Dad’s old voltmeter, even 
though it doesn’t work anymore, 
and his wooden toolbox, which 
almost never had the right tool for 
the job. They remind me of him, 
and how some grit, a little know-
how, and a lot of imagination can 
help us overcome almost 
anything. 
 

 

 CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
BOB HOLDEN’S 1961 

OLDSMOBILE DYNAMIC 88 
Who wants to make a date with 

a Rocket 88?                                   
Story & Photos by Overdrive Hot Rod News 
Feature Model, Lexi Hansen on Location 
at Bill Dennison’s Hanger, Gillespie Field, 

El Cajon, California By Ed Zimmerly. 

 

And so the story goes that 
Oldsmobile introduced the 88 in 
1949. It combined the relatively 
small, light body with a powerful 
engine. Many considered this the 
precursor to the muscle cars of 
the sixties. It was also at this time 
that the staid and somewhat 
conservative Olds was taking the 
newly formed National 
Association for Stock Car Auto 
Racing (NASCAR) by storm. It 
won six of the nine NASCAR 
late-model division races in 1949, 
10 of 19 in 1950, 20 of 41 in 
1952. The Oldsmobile “Make A 
Date With A Rocket 88” was one 
of the most popular marketing 
slogans in the states. It’s also 
considered the inspiration for the 
first fifties rock n roll record 
“Rocket 88”. Oldsmobile quickly 
adopted the “rocket” as its logo. 
The 88 remained in the lineup 
well into the nineties. In 1961, all 
full sized Oldsmobile’s were 
powered by the 394-cubic-inch 
Rocket V8 with the Dynamic 88 
getting a two-barrel, 250 hp 
version that used regular gas, 
while the Super 88 was powered 
by a four-barrel "Ultra High 
Compression" 394 Skyrocket V8 
rated at 325 hp. The Skyrocket 

engine was available as an extra-
cost option on the Dynamic 88. A 
new three-speed "Roto" Hydra-
matic transmission that was 
smaller and lighter than the 
previous four-speed unit was 
introduced as an option. Also in 
1961, the Oldsmobile body 
design came to represent the 
after-effect of the 1958 recession. 
While wheelbases remained the 
same as in 1960, the overall 
length and width were reduced 
slightly – a trend seen throughout 
all of GM's brands. Body design 
was a trimmer, fuselage design. 
At the bottom of the rear 
quarters, a "skeg" - a downward 
fin - jutted outboard to 
counterbalance the rearward 
point of the quarter panel. Round 
tail- lights, one on each side, 
were set into the rear cove. In 
‘61, GM retired the compound 
curve windshields that it 
introduced in 1954, and the much 
hated body dogleg necessitated 
by the shape of the windshield. 
Instead of adopting the cleaner 
straight angled "A" pillar, Harley 
Earl, (considered one of the all-
time greatest automotive 
designers) who was nearing the 
end of his tenure at GM, pushed 
for a small curved switch back, 
used in 1961–62, at the outboard 
base of the windshield. 

Bob Holden, this month’s feature 
car owner, bought his ’61 Olds 
Dynamic 88 online out of 
Missouri. He then shipped it 
directly to Tampa, Florida for the 
Annual Oldsmar Days 
celebration. R.E. Olds (the 
brand’s namesake) also founded 
a town called Oldsmar. One 
weekend every year the town 
holds “Oldsmar Days” As Holden 
puts it…”Lots of celebrating, lots 
of Oldsmobile’s and lots more 
celebrating. It’s an old fashioned 
kind of event. Folks sitting on 
their front lawns, watching the 
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endless parade of Oldsmobile’s 
cruise on by. Later on Holden’s 
88 was shipped to his home in 
Virginia, then eventually here to 
San Diego. The history of this 
particular Olds is a little out of the 
ordinary. The internet giant 
Yahoo.com commissioned Randy 
Clark of Hot Rods & Custom Stuff 
in North County to build an 
exciting and unique corporate 
vehicle for marketing purposes. 
This Olds was featured at the 
2004 SEMA confab in Vegas. 
Originally, very little body 
modification done to the near 
perfect 88. The drive train 
consists of a 394 cubic inch Olds 
engine and three speed 
automatic transmission that 
allows comfortable cruising at 
most any speed. Under hood 
detailing mixes chrome, paint and 
stainless fasteners to provide 
tasteful good looks. The 
suspension system has been 
lowered; steering has been 
upgraded with an AGR Billet 
Cruiser steering box. The 
charging system includes a 140 
amp Power master alternator. 
Cooling is handled be a four row 
radiator and dual Spal fans. 
Rolling stock consists of 
Yokohama tires on Budnik 
wheels, sizes are: 21S/40ZR17 
front and 24S/40ZR18 rear. 
Some chrome work and stainless 
polishing is offset by a stunning 
House of Kolor “Passion Purple” 
lower exterior. The icing on this 
cake is the period correct silver 
“mini-flake” roof treatment. The 
interior is basically stock looking. 
A center console was added to 
accommodate the Kenwood 
Touch Screen Audio I video 
control.  Haas Electronics of 

Culver City did the install. The 
state of the art system controls 
the DVD, Navigation system, 
Sirius Satellite Radio and 10 
changer CD which is also iPod 
compatible. Finally, for all you 

gamers out there…this Olds 88 
has a Play Station II with wireless 
remote controllers….and you 

thought texting while driving was 
distracting? 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
DO THE MATH – 1967 DODGE 

DART GT 383 
The first year that Dodge put its 
big engine in a small chassis 
made for some excellent 
numbers at the drag strip 

Story & Photos by Terry Shea (Hemmings 
Motor News) 

 

Muscle cars are essentially about 
math, plain and simple--a basic, 
easily measured power-to-weight 
ratio. Put a bigger, more powerful 
engine in a smaller, lighter car, 
properly calculate gearbox and 
axle ratios, and you will almost 
always have a faster trip down 
the strip.  
 
When the Dodge Dart model was 
moved from an intermediate 
platform to a modified version of 
the compact--and hot-selling--
Plymouth Valliant’s A-body 
underpinnings, it made for a 
better combination of weight and 
power, particularly when 
equipped with the optional 273-
cu.in. V-8, as was available on 
the Dart GT. But it wasn't exactly 
fast. So, when the design was 
updated for 1967, giving the 
model more of that folded-
square, big-car style then used 
throughout the Chrysler Corp's 
lineup, it got a big-time boost in 
the form of the 383-cu.in. big-
block, then only previously found 
in larger cars.  
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Though the car lost any sense of 
the economy that it was originally 
built to offer, the result was the 
first regular production Dart to be 
truly competitive at the quarter-
mile, and the base for more 
powerful 383, 440 and even 426 
Hemi Darts to follow in the 
coming years, giving the small 
Dodge a solid reputation that has 
remained with it nearly 50 years 
later.  
 
Tony Gramer, of Canton, 
Michigan, is one such fan of fast 
Mopars. Coming home from 
Vietnam in 1969 and flush with 
cash, Tony bought a new GTX in 
Saddle Bronze, a purchase that 
cemented his appreciation for all 
things Mopar for a lifetime, 
despite his working for Ford 
Motor Company for the next 39 
years. While that GTX is--
regrettably--long gone, Tony has 
had other Mopars.  
 
In early 2012 while on the lookout 
for another car, Tony got a tip on 
a car that was posted as a "Find 
of the Day" on Hemmings.com. 
"A friend of mine calls me," 
remembers Tony, "and I said, 'I'm 
looking for another car.' And he 
says, 'Boy, did I find a rare car for 
you.' It was in Wyandotte, 
Michigan, so I went over to take a 
look at it."  
 

 
 
The Find of the Day turned out to 
be a '67 Dodge Dart GT 
equipped with a 383 engine, one 
of just 458 made that year. 

Though the engine was from a 
different '71 Mopar of 
indeterminate origin, the VIN and 
other accompanying paperwork 
confirmed the car's original status 
as one of just 229 such cars 
equipped with a TorqueFlite 727. 
Like many muscle car fans, Tony 
appreciates such low production 
numbers.  
 
Dodge almost didn't make the car 
for 1967, and though we may 
really want to know, we will likely 
never have a definitive answer as 
to why the company decided to 
install a big-block engine in its 
compact chassis. Chrysler 
Corporation's goal 47 years ago 
was not to keep detailed and 
accurate records about every 
corporate production decision. 
No, they wanted to sell cars. So, 
we end up with two possible 
stories about how the '67 Dart 
received a big-block engine, one 
much more colorful than the 
other.  
 
Along with a totally redesigned 
body, Plymouth introduced a 383 
engine option on the Barracuda 
Formula S for 1967, helping put 
Chrysler's sportiest car on slightly 
better footing against the likes of 
390 Mustangs, 396 Camaros and 
400 Firebirds. At the start of the 
model year, Chrysler had 
decided not to put the larger V-8 
in the Dart GT, the Formula S's 
counterpart. Obviously, in a 
performance-oriented world, not 
all Dodge dealers were happy.  
 
Norm Kraus, a.k.a. "Mr. Norm," 
owner of Chicago's Grand 
Spaulding Dodge, one of the 
nation's biggest Dodge agencies 
at the time and quite dedicated to 
performance, decided to take 
matters into his own hands. In an 
interview with HMM two years 
ago, Mr. Norm talked about 
wanting Dodge to put one of its 

big engines into the smaller A-
body: "'What are you spotting 
these people a thousand pounds 
for?' I said, 'Give me a 383 in the 
Dart.' The first '383' came in and 
it was a 273. I called up Detroit 
and said, 'What is with a 273?' 
and they said, 'Our engineering 
department said it couldn't be 
done.' So, I said, 'I'll get back to 
you.' I called Denny in Parts and 
said, 'Get a 383 out of the back 
and throw it in a Dart.' That was 
on a Friday and on Monday 
morning he was done. I said, 
'Let's go.' It drove absolutely 
magnificently!" After driving the 
car from Chicago to Detroit, Mr. 
Norm says he convinced Dodge 
to build the car.  
 

 
 
The conventional--and more 
likely--story is the easy one, 
though. With the 383 Barracuda 
already in production, Chrysler 
knew damn well how to install a 
big-block engine in an A-body 
chassis. Perhaps Mr. Norm lit a 
fire under their backsides, 
perhaps not, but later in the 
model year, in February, 1967, 
Dodge announced the availability 
of the "Charger 383" as an option 
on the Dart GT. Anyone who 
checked that box was also 
obligated to get the Rallye 
Package, option number 357, 
which included front disc brakes, 
heavy-duty torsion bars, heavy-
duty rear springs, a front anti-roll 
bar and D70 x 14 Red Streak 
tires on 5.5-inch wheels, which 
were essentially the options that 

http://hemmings.com/
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made up Plymouth's Formula S 
package.  
 
The task of fitting an A-body 
Mopar with a 383 included more 
than just shoehorning the big-
block engine into the compact 
chassis, though that feat required 
some modifications to the unit-
body's K-frame to accommodate 
the larger block. In order to fit in 
the smaller chassis, the exhaust 
manifolds had to be redesigned 
to fit inside the fender wells and 
clear the 
steering shaft 
on the driver's 
side and the 
torsion bar on 
the right side.  
 
But Chrysler 
engineering re-
worked the 
engine beyond 
the simple 
cast-iron jujitsu 
required to fit 
the more 
restrictive 
manifolds. The 
engineers 
spec’d a similar 
Carter AFB 
carburetor as 
found on the bigger cars, but 
fitted one with a slightly reduced 
capacity. The '67 A-body 383's 
AFB was rated a 525 CFM, 
versus the B-body's 575 CFM. 
Cylinder heads with smaller 
exhaust valves and a milder cam 
matched the exhaust manifold 
changes, and the carburetor was 
calibrated for the slightly lower 
output engine. The end result 
was a drop in output from the 
Charger's 325 hp and 425 lb-ft. of 
torque to 280 hp and 400 lb-ft. in 
the Dart GT. Though in a car 
weighing several hundred 
pounds less than the Charger, 
the Dart GT's 383 gave plenty of 
go power.  

 

 
 
The lack of power steering had 
nothing to do with drag strip 
intentions and reducing parasitic 

losses. It was simply that the 
modified exhaust manifold did not 
leave enough space for a power-
steering pump, giving all '67 383 
Dart GT owners a workout 
navigating parking lots. Make that 
a sweaty workout, as the 
installation of the 383 also 
obviated the availability of air-
conditioning.  
 
Magazine writers of the day 
praised the Barracuda 383 
(almost identical mechanically to 
the Dart version), with Car and 
Driver testing an automatic-
equipped version and calling it 
"one of the best of the new breed 
of sporty cars from Detroit. It 

combines two of Chrysler 
Corporation's best components--
the 383 and the TorqueFlite...It's 
comfortable and well made." Car 
and Driver's hot shoes were able 
to coax 15.4-second quarter-mile 
times out of that Barracuda, 
formerly uncharted territory for an 
A-body Mopar.  
 
The GT, the most stylish of the 
Dart line, had finally arrived as a 
legitimate sporting car. It had the 
power to compete against the 

likes of the 
Mustang and 
Camaro, but 
with styling a 
bit more grown 
up that has 
aged quite well 
over the years. 
Dodge made 
millions of 
Darts in that 
same body 
style between 
1967 and 
1976, when 
they finally put 
the nameplate 
on hiatus in the 
United States. 

Seemingly 
ubiquitous for 

years, Darts have gradually 
become somewhat scarce, and 
particularly so for the 
performance models.  
 
Tony, a Michigan native, reports 
that this was one of the few '67s 
he had laid eyes on, let alone 
such a rare model. Tony recalls: 
"I had never seen a '67 in my 
day, so this is one of the neatest 
cars I have ever seen. The 
Turbine Bronze color really grabs 
you when the sun comes out. 
When you go to a car show, 
there are certain cars that catch 
your eye; I wanted something 
that was unique and different." 
Mission accomplished. Just 458 
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Darts were built with the 383 
engine in 1967, but it's anyone's 
guess as to how many remain.  
 
Despite some Dodge advertising 
with big, bold letters adding up 
"GT + 383 = New Dart GTS," 
Tony's car wears only GT 
badges, a fact confirmed by the 
paperwork of his car. In 1968, 
when A-body 383s saw a bump 
in power to 300 hp, the model 
officially became the GTS. Even 
though the car is often called a 
GTS today, these early 
production models--made 
available from March 1967--are 
technically just Dart GTs, but 

small "383 Four Barrel" call outs 
on the fenders allude to the 
thundering engine under the 
hood.  
 
When Tony bought his car, the 
advertisement made no bones 
that the engine was anything but 
a replacement for the original. In 
addition, the engine is topped 
with an Edelbrock single-plane, 
high-rise aluminum manifold and 
a Demon 750-CFM four-barrel 
carburetor. Fortunately, it does 
have the correct, unique-to-the-
'67-A-body cast-iron exhaust 
manifolds. On top of that, the 
seller provided a host of spares, 

including the original rear end 
and driveshaft, TorqueFlite and 
correctly date-coded 383 engine-
-albeit with cracked heads--that 
very likely came out of the car 
originally. Tony currently has that 
'67-era engine undergoing a full 
rebuild, including the correct-type 
cylinder heads, new .060-over 
pistons, a mild cam, some valve 
work, roller rockers and stock-
looking aluminum Edelbrock 
intake and correct carburetor in 
order to fit the unsilenced factory 
air cleaner under the Dart's flat 
hood.  
 
In the couple of years that he has 
owned the car, Tony has had the 
circa-1980 enamel paint buffed 
out to a bright shine, fixed 
various bits of molding around 
the car and installed NOS door 
sill plates. He also completed 
some interior work, replacing 
some chrome components on the 
center console that had become 
pitted after so many years. He 
painted the lower portion of the 
console as well to give the 
otherwise original interior a like-
new look. With absolutely no 
evidence of crash damage, the 
body integrity remains factory 
original on this roughly 60,000-
mile Dart.  
 
For Tony, his love of old Mopars-
-he also has a 1969 Road 
Runner in the garage--has 
become a family affair. "I worked 
a lot through my career," says 
Tony. "I was a machine 
repairman by trade, and then I 
went back to school for 
manufacturing engineering for 
Ford. I worked a lot. So, my son 
and I, when he was growing up, 
we did not do a lot of things 
together. He's actually a 
mechanical engineer now, and 
we have a father-and-son day at 
least once a week. And we get 
together and work on the cars. 
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Both cars are father-and-son 
projects. I have a seven-year-old 
and an 11-year-old grandchild, 
and they are both into cars as 
well."  
 
Perhaps, when the car is 
finished, after the rebuilt 383 is in 
place and the Dart GT 383 takes 
its rightful place at the strip, the 
youngest members of Tony's 
family will get the kind of math 
lesson no kid could turn his nose 
up at.  
 

Owner's View 
 
I like the color. I love the size of 
the car. Because of the 
horsepower-to-weight ratio, it's 
an extremely fast car, even with 
the engine that's in there today. 
It's just a fun car to drive. To me, 
it performs well. It handles well. 
When I put the new tires on it, 
especially, it handles very well. I 
like the color combination with 
the black interior and the Turbine 
Bronze outside and the black top. 
The contrast is just really kind of 
cool.  
 
It's a solid car. I can't find any 
places where it has been 
damaged or anything. So, the 
metal is original. There is no rust 
on the car, and, underneath, you 
could pick it up and it's exactly 
the way it came out of the 
dealership. It's absolutely perfect. 
I could not believe the shape this 
car is in. The biggest reason I like 
the car is that it's unique. When I 
go to a car show, the draw to the 
car is tremendous. I've gotten so 
many compliments.--Tony 
Gramer (right, with son Tony)  
 
PROS 
+ Rare '67 Dart with 383 
+ Big 383 power in a small package 
+ Attention getter  
CONS 
- No power steering 
- Restricted power from the 383 
- Rare and getting rarer  

 
1967 Dodge Dart GT 383 
280 Horsepower @ 4,200 RPM 
400 lb. ft. torque @ 2,400 RPM 
1/4-mile: 15.4 seconds @ 92 MPH*  
Price 
Base price: $2,627 
Price as profiled: N/A 
Options on car profiled: 383-cu.in. engine, 
TorqueFlite 727 three-speed automatic 
transmission, Light Package, Rallye 
Package (manual front disc brakes, 
heavy-duty torsion bars, heavy-duty rear 
springs, sway bar, 14 x 5.5-inch steel 
wheels, D70 x 14 Red Streak tires), tinted 
glass, 3.23 final drive ratio, vinyl top, 
bucket seats, console  
Engine 
Type: Chrysler B-series OHV V-8; cast-
iron block and cylinder heads 
Displacement: 383 cubic inches 
Bore x stroke: 4.25 x 3.375 inches 
Compression ratio: 10.5:1 
Horsepower @ RPM: 280 @ 4,200 
Torque @ RPM: 400 lb-ft. @ 2,400 
Valve train: Hydraulic valve lifters 
Main bearings: 5 
Fuel system: Carter AFB four-barrel rated 
at 525 CFM 
Lubrication system: Full pressure, gear-
type pump 
Electrical system: 12-volt 
Exhaust system: Cast-iron exhaust 
manifolds, dual exhaust  
Transmission 
Type: Chrysler TorqueFlite 727 three-
speed automatic 
Ratios 
1st: 2.45:1 
2nd: 1.45:1 
3rd: 1.00:1 
Reverse: 2.20:1  
Differential 
Type: Chrysler 8-3/4-inch 
Ratio: 3.23:1 (currently 3.91:1)  
Steering 
Type: Manual recirculating ball 
Ratio: 24:1  
Turning circle: 38.7 feet  
Brakes 
Type: Hydraulic manual  
Front: 10.8-inch ventilated discs 
Rear: 10 x 2-1/4-inch drums  
Chassis & Body 
Construction: Unit-body steel with sub 
frame 
Body style: Two-door, five-passenger 
hardtop 
Layout: Front engine, rear-wheel drive  
Suspension 
Front: Upper and lower control arms, 
longitudinal torsion bars, 0.88-inch anti-
roll bar;  
telescoping shock absorbers 
Rear: Semi-elliptical, longitudinal leaf 
springs; telescoping shock absorbers  

Wheels & Tires 
Wheels: Stamped steel with full wheel 
covers(currently Cragar S/S) 
Front: 14 x 5.5 inches (currently 15 x 6 
inches) 
Rear: 14 x 5.5 inches (currently 15 x 7 
inches) 
Tires: D70-14 Red Streak nylon cord 
Front: (currently Goodrich radial 
215/65R15) 
Rear: (currently Goodrich radial 
235/60R15)  
Weights & Measures 
Wheelbase: 111.0 inches 
Overall length: 195.4 inches 
Overall width: 69.7 inches 
Overall height: 52.8 inches 
Front track: 57.4 inches 
Rear track: 55.6 inches 
Curb weight: 3,300 pounds (approximate)  
Capacities 
Crankcase: 5 quarts (including filter) 
Cooling system: 17 quarts  
Fuel tank: 18 gallons 
Transmission: 18.5 pints  
Calculated Data 
Bhp per cu.in.: 0.73 
Weight per bhp: 11.79 pounds 
Weight per cu.in.: 8.62 pounds  
Production 
Dodge produced 458 Dart GTs equipped 
with the 383-cu.in. four-barrel engine for 
1967, of which 229 were equipped with 
automatic transmissions.  
Performance* 
Acceleration 
0-60 mph: 6.6 seconds* 
1/4-mile ET: 15.4 seconds @ 92 MPH* 
*Source: Car and Driver April 1967 test of 
a Plymouth Barracuda Formula S 
equipped with the 383-cu.in., 280-hp 
engine and three-speed TorqueFlite 727 
automatic transmission.  
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CLASSIC CAR REVIEW 
1969 MERCURY COUGAR 

ELIMINATOR                          
Story & Photos by Matthew litwin 

(Hemmings Motor News) 
 

 
 
It's hard to say that a 
performance car can be 
overlooked, but in the grand pony 
car wars that exploded in the late 
Sixties, Mercury's Cougar almost 
always seems to take a back 
seat. That is, unless the Cougar 
in question had been finished in 
Eliminator guise from the factory. 
More than just show, the 
Mustang's corporate cousin was 
provided with plenty of go in the 
form of V-8 power, including the 
vaunted Cobra Jet, making it an 
instant contender on any street or 
strip.  
 

 
 
Our feature 1969 Eliminator, with 
the exception of a single repaint, 
is an unrestored example from a 
bygone era of performance, 
equipped with the highly 
desirable Boss 302 engine. 
Current owner and North Port, 
Florida, resident Jim Stickley 
spent an afternoon with us 
pointing out the car's Eliminator-
specific build characteristics, 
while Cougar Club of America 
members Randy Goodling, Frank 
Bowers and Dave Wyrwas 

shared their expertise on the 
matter. Here are a few things to 
keep in mind if an Eliminator 
sounds enticing to you.  
 

ENGINES 
 
To give the Eliminators more 
punch right out of the gate, the 
standard powerplant during the 
1969 model year was FoMoCo 
351-cu.in. Windsor V-8. 
Featuring a bore and stroke of 
4.00 x 3.50 inches, a four-barrel 
carburetor and 10.70:1 
compression, it was officially 
rated at 290hp and 385-lbs.ft. of 
torque (exceeding a standard 
Cougar's two-barrel 250hp 
version); code M appears as the 
fifth digit in the VIN.  
 
Several performance upgrades 
were available, beginning with 
the S-code 390. Also referred to 
as the 6.5-liter, its bore and 
stroke were slightly larger (4.05 x 
3.78 inches) coupled with a lower 
compression ratio (10.50:1) that 
resulted in a power output listed 
as 320hp and 427-lbs.ft. of 
torque.  
 
Two versions of the famed 428 
Cobra Jet were also offered. Both 
were equipped with a Holley four-
barrel, hydraulic lifters, 10.60:1 
compression and a conservative 
factory rating of 335hp and 440-
lbs.ft. of torque. What separated 
the two was the fact that the Q-
code 428 did not share the R-
code 428's functional Ram Air 
induction system.  
 
A late addition to the option chart 
was the Boss 302 engine with its 
race-inspired--and underrated--
290hp. It should be noted that the 
Boss 302 mandated the 
installation of a rev limiter and the 
use of a manual choke. No other 
Cougar could have been ordered 
with the Boss 302--nor was it 

ever listed in the 1969 owner's 
manual--and due in part to its late 
inclusion, a mere 169 Eliminators 
were assembled with this engine.  
Over the years, people have kept 
their eyes open for an Eliminator 
equipped with a 429-cu.in. 
engine. According to records, 
only two were built in 1969, both 
standard Cougars, which went to 
notable drag racers. One other 
engine was available: the 
428SCJ, which was procured by 
ordering a 3.91 or 4.30:1 rear 
gear. But in February 1969, this 
engine could have been ordered 
with either gear ratio under the 
Drag Pak option, which also 
brought an engine oil cooler.  
 
If you are new to Ford engines, 
the 428SCJ features upgraded 
rotating assembly components, 
including the crankshaft, 
connecting rods and pistons, 
harmonic balancer and 
flywheel/flex plate, all for the 
intent of withstanding extended 
high-RPM operation. These 
individual components do not 
interchange with 428CJ pieces 
due to differences in balancing. 
Also, Boss 302 engines were 
plagued by piston-skirt failures. 
These issues were usually 
resolved--if your engine was 
rebuilt at least once--by the 
insertion of TRW pistons that 
feature reinforcing ribs.  
 

TRANSMISSIONS 
 
As was often the case during the 
muscle car era, engine selection 
had a lot to do with transmission 
availability. Coupled to the 351-
cu.in. V-8 was a standard floor-
shifted three-speed manual. 
Offered as optional equipment 
was either the Select-Shift 
automatic (not on the column, 
mind) or Top loader four-speed 
manual; a center console was 
also optional, regardless of the 

http://assets.hemmings.com/story_image/162821-500-0@2x.jpg?rev=1
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transmission selection. Those 
who opted for the 390 V-8 had 
the same arrangement.  
 

 
 
As for the more powerful engine 
options, the three-speed was 
eliminated altogether if a buyer 
selected either 428 engine. For 
those who stepped up to the 
Boss 302, the only transmission 
available was the four-speed 
manual.  
 
Generally speaking, all three 
transmissions are stout units, 
each designed to take a specific 
horsepower/torque load from the 
engines they were available with. 
Lack of proper maintenance by a 
previous owner, or excessive 
abuse, can lead to failures. 
Fortunately, specialists such as 
David Kee of Top loader 
Transmissions have the ability to 
rebuild these units with relative 
ease. If you're more of a hands-
on type, a Top loader rebuild kit 
costs $140. High-performance 
automatic transmissions are also 
available from Gear star, TCI and 
many others.  
 

DIFFERENTIAL 
 
There's little need to worry when 
it comes to the differential 
suspended under each 
Eliminator, as Mercury utilized 
the famed and ever-durable Ford 
9-inch unit. Listed under the 
"Performance Axle" heading, the 
standard final-drive ratio was 
3.25:1 unless air conditioning 

was ordered; that selection 
resulted in a 3.00:1 ratio. Other 
ratios and the Traction Lok 
limited-slip differential were 
available as options. Once again, 
engine and transmission 
selection comes into play here: 
the Boss 302 mandated Traction 
Lok and a 3.50 gear or higher. 
Eliminators ordered with Traction 
Lok and a ratio of 3.50 or higher 
received 31-spline axles and a 
nodular case.  
 

CHASSIS 
 
Eliminators were constructed via 
the unit-body method, much like 
corporate cousin Mustang, 
except that Cougar featured a 
longer 111-inch wheelbase. 
Ford's standard independent 
front suspension for this platform-
-consisting of upper and lower 
control arms, coil springs, tubular 
hydraulic shock absorbers and 
an anti-roll bar--graced each 
Eliminator, as did a semi-elliptic 
leaf spring system at the opposite 
end. Also mandated was the 
"performance handling package" 
consisting of heavier springs, a 
larger anti-roll bar and 
performance tires (more on the 
latter in a moment).  
 
Even with this somewhat 
conventional performance setup, 
there is one subtle difference you 
should be aware of: All 
Eliminators motivated by the 
Boss 302 or either four-speed-
backed 428 engine automatically 
received staggered rear shock 
mounting (one ahead of the axle, 
the other behind) to thwart wheel 
hop under hard acceleration.  
 
According to Randy Goodling of 
the Cougar Club of America, 
Eliminators are prone to the 
same rust issues as Mustangs, 
particularly the front apron to 
shock tower overlap and the 

cowl. As with the Mustang, those 
experienced with unit-body 
chassis design can repair these 
areas with available replacement 
panels.  
 

 
 

BRAKES 
 
The braking system across the 
Cougar line was a standard four-
wheel hydraulic drum 
arrangement--power assist 
optional--with each drum 
measuring 10 inches in diameter: 
2.50 inches deep up front, 2.00 
inches deep at the opposite end. 
Buyers looking for better braking 
performance, especially those 
who opted for more horses, could 
have selected power-assist 11.3-
inch two-piece front discs.  
 
Since the brake system is the 
recipient of continued abuse, it's 
a favorite for suppliers to focus 
on, and an abundance of brake 
components means that the 
entire system is replaceable as 
required. Generally speaking, 
these components are readily 
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available and also affordable: 
front wheel cylinders cost $40, a 
rear brake drum costs $40, a set 
of rear brake shoes are $33 and 
a new master cylinder can cost 
$90. The only part of the system 
that might run you more are the 
two-piece front disc rotors, which 
can cost $200 each.  
 
If you would like to upgrade your 
front drums to discs, several 
companies--including Stainless 
Steel Brakes Corporation--offer 
reasonably priced kits. 
  

WHEELS & TIRES 
 
Standard Eliminator wheels on 
1969 models were 14 x 6-inch 
styled steel featuring 12 slots. 
Finished in argent, with plain 5-
inch hubcaps and trim rings, they 
could have been swapped out for 
a set of 14 x 6-inch five-spoke 
styled wheels. Similar to those 
available in previous years, these 
arrived from the factory with a 
black rim, charcoal center and 
chrome inserts; a small, blue 
center cap with a chrome 
"walking cat" finished the look.  
 
For 1969, a set of F70-14 
Traction Belted tires enveloped 
the owner's wheel selection, 
though these could also have 
been swapped out for a set of 
F70-14 white sidewall bias-plies. 
Reproduction bias ply tires and a 
multitude of radials are readily 
available from multiple suppliers.  
Today, it's common to see non-
stock wheels and tires, often 
favoring period choices like 
Shelby "Mag-Star"-style 
aluminum five-spokes, Magnum 
500s and Torq Thrusts. Larger 14 
x 7 and 15 x 7-inch "stock style" 
wheels are also available from 
several suppliers, but if you're 
looking to revert to factory-correct 
standards for your Eliminator, 
reproduction 12-slot wheels are 

available for $185 from Mustangs 
Unlimited.  
 

BODY & INTERIOR 
 
Rather than start with the upscale 
XR-7, Mercury built each 
Eliminator from the base Cougar 
hardtop coupe. It was offered in 
only four colors: Competition 
Orange (code 3 on the data 
plate), Bright Blue (code 6), 
Yellow (code 9) and White (code 
M). It was entirely possible for a 
customer to order a special color, 
although reportedly none were 
built in '69.  
 

 
 
Helping the Eliminator stand out 
was the automatic upgrade to a 
blacked-out grille, body-color 
hood scoop (functional with the 
Ram Air 428 engine), left-hand 
body-color racing mirror, rocker 
panel molding and the elimination 
of the wheel-opening moldings. A 
full-width adjustable spoiler was 
bolted to the trunk lid, also 
painted in body color but devoid 
of graphics.  
 
A pair of side stripes--in black or 
white only--ran from the front 
fenders to just past the leading 
edges of the quarter panels, 
capped by Eliminator block 
letters; these replaced pinstripes. 
A final exterior touch was the 
inclusion of a front fiberglass 
spoiler, finished in matte black, 
attached at the dealership upon 
delivery.  
 
What you will not find is a 
convertible Eliminator or one 
equipped with a right-hand mirror 

in '69, although a sunroof could 
have been selected from the 
option sheet. Also, the factory did 
not offer a vinyl top. Should you 
find an Eliminator equipped as 
such, it was either a dealer add-
on or done by a previous owner.  
As for the interior, Eliminator-only 
Hi-back bucket seats finished in 
Comfort-Weave vinyl came 
standard in only three colors: 
black (5A), white (EA) and blue 
(5B). Custom door trim--part of 
the interior décor group--rear 
armrests and a Rim-Blow 
steering wheel were also 
standard Eliminator equipment. 
Tucked into the black crackle-
finished dash was a full 
complement of instruments, 
including an elapsed-time clock 
and a 6,000-RPM tachometer. If 
the Boss 302 engine was 
selected, an 8,000-RPM tach 
was installed. Also, all 
Eliminators received a special 
block-off plate over the center 
warning indicator panel.  
 

 
 
Once again, Randy commented 
about how susceptible the body 
can be to rust, depending upon 
the car's origins. "Floorplans, 
lower corners of the front 
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fenders, lower corners of each 
door, the trunk drop-offs and 
floor, and especially the quarter 
panels are the usual places. Also 
the top and side of the front 
fender, which is due to the design 
of the splash shield. One other 
thing to look for is the sequential 
turn signals. Electrically, they are 
prone to some sort of failure, but 
they can be rewired."  
 

RESTORATION & 
PERFORMANCE PARTS 

 
Although there are differences 
dimensionally, the Cougar lineup 
shares many components with 
the Mustang, making the 
Eliminator relatively easy to 
restore. There are several 
exceptions, which include most of 
the sheet metal and several 
interior and exterior trim items. In 
these cases, parts cars with 
minimal rust damage will have to 
be sourced for clean panels.  
 
Due in large part to the 
Eliminator's muscle car status, 
the aftermarket continuously 
adds to its catalogs for those 
looking to enhance performance 
and handling. As an example, 
Global West, Total Control and 
others offer extensive suspension 
upgrades.  
 

Owner's View 
 
I've always been a Ford guy, but I 
like the styling of the Eliminator 
over the Boss 302 Mustang I 
own. When I found this one for 
sale in July 2005, I had to buy it, 
especially since it was basically 
in original condition. Living down 
in Florida I have the pleasure of 
driving it at least once a week 
year-round.  
 
I love the way it drives, especially 
the ride and how it handles the 
corners. It also grabs a lot of 

attention at shows and cruise 
nights. Sometime down the road, 
it'll need to be restored--it's just 
beginning to show its age--but 
while I'm collecting parts, you can 
bet that I'll still be jogging 
between a few stoplights.--Jim 
Stickley  
 

AROUND MILL HILL 
Story & Photos by JVSM Evaluation Team 

 
 
Around Mill Hill is going to be a 
monthly evaluation of area 
businesses. If you are a paid 
member of the JVSM and would 
like to take part in this program, 
please let me know 
skovy@donwilhelm.com and I will 
add your name to the list. 
 

 
 

(MOVIE) 
 
Skovy along members of the 
James Valley Street Machines 

went to the Bison 6 Cinema in 
Jamestown ND and evaluated 
movie. Movie only cost $5.00 per 
person (1 must be a member of 
the James Valley Street 
Machines) when you come to 
Movie Night. Hope to see all of 
you at the next meeting. 
 

 
 
A frontiersman on a fur trading 
expedition in the 1820's fights for 
survival after being mauled by a 
bear and left for dead by 
members of his own hunting 
team. 
 
Evaluations from members were: 
 

mailto:skovy@donwilhelm.com
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Show had a great plot but 
noticeable items were out of 
nowhere change of clothes and it 
would’ve been nice to have a 
bigger connection between the 
woman he saved and him. 
 
Very Intense & Dramatic. 
 
Thrilling to the end. Leonardo 
DiCaprio was very captivating. 
The man with 9 lives. 
 
Keeps going with no boring parts 
and almost true to live acting and 
story. 
 
Great show. Great photography 
with natural light. Deserves the 
Golden Globe. 
 
Very beautiful outdoors placing. 
Gave the feeling of the old world. 
I will go again. The show was 
very long. 
 
Revenge is a tremendous 
motivator. Very dramatic. An 
intense performance by DiCaprio. 
 

 
 

 
 

UNUSUAL TRUCKS OF 
THE 1930’S & 40’S                          

Photos sent by Jim Dodd (James Valley Street 

Machines) 
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SWAP SHOP 

 
Swap Shop ads are taken from James Valley 

Street Machine members, NDSRA “Street 

Talking” magazine, “Cars for Sale in 
Jamestown” on Facebook. 

 

WANTED: Garnish molding for 
‘33-’35 Chevy Std. or ‘33-’34 
Chevy master. 3 or 5 window 
coupe, 2 or 4 door sedan, 
windshield, side glass, whatever 
you have.  
Tom 701-258-4805 

 
WANTED: Hood for 1948 1-ton 
Chevy Panel; speedometer and 
any other odd parts.  
Kern Shull 701-341-7174 
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WANTED: ‘57 Cadillac body and 
interior parts. Mainly seats and 
bumpers.  
Dallas 701-436-6399 

 
WANTED: ‘53 Olds left fender 88 
or 98 will work, complete. Green 
would be a bonus!  
Dallas 701-436-6399 

 
WANTED: 1955-59 step-side 
pickup. Must be all complete, 
ready to drive. Prefer: Chevy 
Apache, 350 CU or less, no 6 
Cylinder, color of red, white, and 
blue, auto trans, highway gears. 
Call Duane 701-425-5358 

 
WANTED: Cruise control 
vacuum servo (350 engine) for a 
1974 Monte Carlo.  
Bill 701-720-7183 

 
WANTED: 46-47 Ford 1/2 ton 
pickup for restoration project. 
Paul 701-360-3190 

 
WANTED: 1959 Impala steering 
wheel. (Good Condition) Horn 
ring also if possible.  
Myron 701-367-9070 

 
WANTED: running/good 392 
Hemi and a 1957/58 Chrysler 
parts car.  
Mark #767, 701-799-5090 

 
WANTED: 4.3 Chevy V-6 
carbureted w/ fuel pump on 
block.  
Dave 701-274-8975 

 
FOR SALE: 1941 Ford gas truck. 
Needs total resto.  
701-436-6399 

 
FOR SALE: 49-51 Merc. parts. 3 
- 49/50 bumper cores, $100 ea. 
Hood hinges (great condition), 
$150.00 for all 6 pieces. Pair 
NOS trunk hinges, $125.00/pair. 
Keyed 50/51 ignition switch, 
$35.00+Shipping.  
Sterling 701-349-3913 

 
FOR SALE: Professional 
hydraulic louver press. Punches 
3” traditional louvers. Press was 
constructed using a kit from 
“Good Times Louver Co.” Frame 
is 3”X3”X1/4” steel tube. Mounted 
on casters for easy mobility but 
could be bolted to the floor. Unit 
was used very little--Excellent 
shape. Located in Minot. $4000/ 
offers  
701-838-7771 

 
FOR SALE: 1940 Packard 110, 
rare 2 door sedan. Complete but 
rusty; challenging but buildable. 
Have original title in previous 
owner’s name. $1500.  
Larry 218-463-4510 
or hotrods37@outlook.com 

 
FOR SALE: Dual carburetor 
setup on Oppenheimer intake for 
230 or 250 Chevy 6 cylinder. 
$325.00. Bill 701-720-7183 
FOR SALE: 200-4R auto tranny 
$300.00.  
Bill 701-720-7183 

 
FOR SALE: 1957 Chevy Desert 
radiator. Used, but good 
condition.  
Dean 701-255-3883 

 
FOR SALE: Ford 2dr Sedan 
project with title $6,500.00  
Kevin 701-367-7762 

 
FOR SALE: NASCAR tire , 
certificate of authenticity, May 
2014, Charlotte $90.00  
Kevin 701-367-7762 

 
FOR SALE: 1955 Chevy Belair 2 
door sedan project or parts car. 
Also, 301 Chevy motor pair of 
327 heads.  
701-680-1517 

 
FOR SALE: 49-52 Chevy Heater 
box, $15.00. 49-52 Chevy Hood, 
$100.00 Both very good shape.  
Myron 701-367-9070 

 
FOR SALE: 1953 Chevrolet 2 
Door Post - Well-built unfinished 
rod project. Chassis done with 
rebuilt Camaro clip and fresh 4 
link rear; set up for SBC. Body 
completely done and in primer. 
Most parts to reassemble except 
windshield. Clear title $3500. 
1940 Packard 2 Door sedan, 
complete but rusty $1600. 51/52 
F1, complete except tailgate. 
Nice cab and box, complete 
original drive train, front fenders 
and running boards rusty $750. 
No title.  
Larry 218-463-2259 
or hotrods37@mncable.com 

 
FOR SALE: 2pr) ‘58 Buick finned 
brake drums $200.00/pr. 2) 
Wayne 80 gas pumps $500.00 
ea. 1935 Dodge P.U. cab (nice) 
w/ frame, grill shell, hood. Titled 
$800.00 1932 Ford frame K-
member only w/arms $800.00 
Model A frame rear cross 
member $40.00 2) ‘54 Buick wire 
wheels powder painted tan 
$100.00 ea. 1964 Seeburg juke 
box, needs minor work $500.00 
Dave 701-274-8475 

 
FOR SALE: 1957 Chevy 2door 
hardtop 350 ZZ4, 700RTrans 
posi-rear, burgundy w/ gold flake, 
white leather interior, 2” dropped 
spindles, disc front, power 
steering, tilt, cruise, air. 
$37,000.00  
Dave 701-274-8975 

 
FOR SALE: Need a gas tank for 
your project/current ride? Sale on 
“Tanks” gas tanks. Drop shipped 
to your door.  
Dave 701-274-8975 

 
FOR SALE: Must Sell, New in 
Box: MSD Atomic EFI Master Kit 
PN2900 - Electronic Fuel 
Injection throttle body with 
injectors, power module, 
handheld programmer, fuel 

mailto:hotrods37@outlook.com
mailto:hotrods37@mncable.com
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pump/filters, fuel line, wide band 
02 sensor, wiring & clamps. MSD 
pro-billet distributor PN8551 - 
Chevy V8.  
John 701-261-2857 

 
INSPECTIONS: Vehicle 
inspections done at Dallas 
Kustoms in Hillsboro, ND.  
701-436-6399 

 
 

 
  CAR SHOW 

  67th Annual Grand National 

01/29 Roadster Show 

  Pomona, California 

  CAR SHOW 

  Winter Wheels Car Show 

01/30 Jamestown Classic Car Show 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  CAR SHOW 

  66th Annual Sacramento 

02/12 Autorama 

  Sacramento, California 

  CAR SHOW 

  56th Annual  

02/12 World of Wheels 

  Kansas City, Missouri 

  James Valley Street Machines 

02/17 Regular Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  CAR SHOW 

  64th Annual 

02/26 Detroit Autorama 

  Detroit, Michigan 

  James Valley Street Machines 

03/09 Regular Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  CAR SHOW 

  61st Annual 

03/18 World of Wheels 

  Omaha, Nebraska 

   

CAR SHOW 

  60th Annual 

03/18 Portland Roadster Show 

  Portland, Oregon 

  CAR SHOW 

  58th Annual 

04/02 TOPPERS Car Show 

  Fargo, North Dakota 

  James Valley Street Machines 

04/06 Regular Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  CAR SHOW 

04/09 Prime Steel Car Show 

  Grand Forks, North Dakota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

05/07 Test & Tune 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  TOP END DRAGWAYS 

05/08 Test & Tune 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  MEETING & CAR SHOW 

  James Valley Street Machines 

05/11 Summertime Cookout 

  S&R Truck Plaza 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

05/14 Opening Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/14 TOP END DRAGWAYS 

& 
Season Opener / Bracket 

Weekend 

05/15 Sabin, Minnesota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

05/21 Points Race 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  TOP END DRAGWAYS 

05/21 TintMasters Street Legal Days 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

05/28 Armed Forces Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/28 TOP END DRAGWAYS 

& Bracket Weekend 

05/29 Sabin, Minnesota 

  CAR SHOW & RALLY 

06/03 24th Annual Devils Run 

to Car Show, Auction, Rally 

06/05 Devils Lake, North Dakota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

06/04 Points Race 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  TOP END DRAGWAYS 

06/04 TintMasters Street Legal Days 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  MEETING & CAR SHOW 

  James Valley Street Machines 

06/08 Summertime Cookout 

  Sabir's II 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

06/11 NLRA Late Models 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

06/18 N.D. Legends Tour Race 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

06/25 Kids Night (tentative) 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/25 TOP END DRAGWAYS 

& Bracket Weekend 

06/26 & Jr Dragster Challenge 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

07/04 Fireworks Spectacular 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  MEETING & CAR SHOW 

  James Valley Street Machines 

07/06 Summertime Cookout 

  R.M. Stoudt 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

07/09 Dakota Classic Modified Tour 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  TOP END DRAGWAYS 

07/09 TintMasters Street Legal Days 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

07/16 Points Race 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

07/23 Points Race 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/23 TOP END DRAGWAYS 

& Bracket Weekend 

07/24 & National Dragster Challenge 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  2016 BLACKTOP TOUR 

  3rd Annual Blacktop Tour 

07/29 Pembina Gorge, Lake  

07/30 
Metigoshe. Touring the 

Icelandic  

08/01 State Park. 2 nights at Dakota 

  Sky Casino in Belcourt 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  TOP END DRAGWAYS 

07/30 Hot Rod Drags 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

08/06 TOP END DRAGWAYS 

& Bracket Weekend 

08/07 Sabin, Minnesota 

  MEETING & CAR SHOW 

  James Valley Street Machines 

08/10 Summertime Cookout 

  Two Rivers Inn 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

08/13 NLRA Late Models 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 



P a g e  | 39 

 

  TOP END DRAGWAYS 

08/13 TintMasters Street Legal Days 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

08/20 Back to School Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

08/27 Season Championship 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/27 TOP END DRAGWAYS 

& Bracket Weekend 

08/28 Sabin, Minnesota 

  MEETING & CAR SHOW 

  James Valley Street Machines 

09/07 Summertime Cookout 

  S&R Truck Plaza 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/10 TOP END DRAGWAYS 

& Bracket Weekend 

09/11 King of the Track 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

09/16 CAR SHOW 

09/17 Gathering of the Goats 

09/18 Fort Ransom, North Dakota 

09/22 JAMESTOWN SPEEDWAY 

09/23 
45th Annual Stock-car 

Stampede 

09/24 Jamestown, North Dakota 

  CAR SHOW 

  6th Annual Car Show 

  James Valley Street Machines 

09/24 With Don Wilhelm Inc. &  

  Stutsman Harley Davidson 

  benefiting Huntington's Disease 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/24 TOP END DRAGWAYS 

& Bracket Weekend 

09/25 Sabin, Minnesota 

  TOP END DRAGWAYS 

10/01 TintMasters Street Legal Days 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  MEETING & CAR SHOW 

  James Valley Street Machines 

10/05 Summertime Cookout 

  Sabir's II 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

10/08 TOP END DRAGWAYS 

& Bracket Weekend 

10/09 2016 Season Championship 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

10/15 TOP END DRAGWAYS 

& Bracket Weekend 

10/16 
Final Race-Big Money 

Weekend 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  James Valley Street Machines 

11/09 Regular Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  

  

  Awards Banquet 7:00 

12/08 Prime Rib & Potato. 

  Live Auction @ the KC's 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 
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