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LOOKING TOWARDS 

THE FUTURE 

Story & Photos by Skovy 

 
How exciting this time of year is? 
I’m looking out my front window 
and all the snow has nearly 
disappeared. I received a phone 
call from my Chevelle and it 
yelled “Get me out of here!” 

Now comes the Spring, Summer 
and Fall events. The James 
Valley Street Machines are again 
one of the busiest organizations 
around in my opinion. 

We just finished our Spring Blast 
Off with a 50’s dance at the KC’s 
here in Jamestown. Man did we 
have a blast. We’ll do it again 
next year. 

The James Valley Street 
Machines is happy to announce 
that we are going to be 
sponsoring 2-60 foot drag races 
this year. Our 1st event is going to 
be on Wednesday, June 13 
2018. Last year we had 30 
entrants. There is a $1000.00 
minimum prize pool paying 1st 
$500.00 2nd $300.00 3rd $200.00. 
It will be held at the S&R Travel 
Plaza right here in Jamestown. 

Hope you plan to attend and 
participate. Your vehicle must be 
Insured and 100% Street Legal. 
The cost to participate is $10.00 
for current up to date James 
Valley Street Machines member 
and $20.00 if you are not a 
member. Contact Skovy at  
skovy@donwilhelm.com for more 
information. 

May 19th & 20th the James Valley 
Street Machines will be 
sponsoring the Jamestown 1/8 
mile drag races with the Quickest 
Reaction Time & Lane Sponsor. 
We will also be part of the North 
Dakota 701 Streetcar Shootout 
that is happening during the drag 
races. 
 

 
 
June 13th is set for our 1st of 2 
races for the 60-foot experience 
drag race. 
 
June 21st through 24th will be 
our 2018 Black Top Power Tour 
to South Dakota. 
 

 
 
July 16th is set for our club picnic 
(weather permitting) 
 

August 15 is set for our 2nd race 
for the 60-foot experience drag 
race. 
 
August 23rd through 26th we will 
be having our annual AMTRAK 
ride to Chicago to visit the Volo 
Auto Museum. 

September 22nd or when the 
Jamestown Stampede is, will be 
our 8th Annual Car Show at Don 
Wilhelm Inc. 

October 7th will be our Fall 
Harvest Cruise. This cruise will 
go to Sully’s Hill National Game 
Preserve & Fort Totten State 
Historic Site (weather permitting). 

December 5th will be our 2018 
Christmas Extravaganza & 
Awards Banquet. 

 

Another big event for 2018, is 
that we are unveiling a new web 
site. My orders to the webmaster, 
we don’t want to chase the bar, 
we want our club to BE THE 
BAR. Stay tuned for the coolest 
most interactive web site around 
to unveil in 2018! Thank you 
everybody for reading and 
enjoying the “RUMBLER” 
magazine. Our e-mail readers 
have passed 33,268 issues with 
even some of our issues being 
sent overseas. Don’t be bashful. 
We are a very active organization 
and want members. It’s only 
$25.00 for a regular membership 
& $50.00 if you want the 
“RUMBLER” mailed to you.  

skovy@donwilhelm.com 

mailto:skovy@donwilhelm.com
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL & MAY 
 
McIlonie, Darlene 04/01 
Huber, Bruce  04/02 
Briese, Lee  04/05 
Schumacher, Stephanie 04/05 
Wegner, Marla  04/06 
Readel, Larry  04/11 
Weber, Diana  04/12 
Gums, Robert  04/13 
Bensch, Janis  04/15 
Lynn, Pauline  04/15 
Johnson, Spencer 04/16 
Lynn, Randy  04/24 
Vanderwal, Kier  04/25 
Westerhausen, Leon 04/29 
Janke, Cindy  05/02 
Gumke, Matt  05/04 
Eslick, Larry  05/06 
Seher, Jeff  05/10 
Holzkamm, Al  05/13 
Huber, Betty  05/21 
Hoggarth, Tiffany 05/26 
VanFleet, Jake  05/26 
Grueneich, Naomi 05/27 

 

 

 
ACTIVE MEMBERS 

 
Allmer, Michael 

Anderson, Roger & Meleia 

Anderson, Scott & Kim 

Anderson, Bruce & Kathy 

Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla 

Baker, Neil & Judi 

Balvitsch, Wayne 

Behm, Earl & Connie 

Bennefeld, Greg & Judy 

Bensch, Paul & Janis 

Berg, Wayne & Tami 

Bergman, Alan 

Beyer, James 

Block, Scott & Pat 

Brandenburger, Max 

Briese, Lee & Penny 

Calheim, Clifford & Marla 

Carow, Billy 

Carpenter, Kent & Colleen 

Corell, John 

Curtis, Floyd & Carrie 

Derheim, Erica 

Dewald, Joel & Della 

Elhard, Dale 

Elhard, Travis 

Engquist, Merrill (Sparky) & 
Marcia 

Eslick, Larry 

Forsman, Larry 

Fuchs, Justin & Nichole 

Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth 

Geisler, David 

Gibson, Teddy & Diane 

Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim 

Gilge, Corey 

Gilge, Larry & Cindy 

Gray, JeriLynn & Andy 

Greenlund, Ron & Darlene 

Grueneich, Jim & Naomi 

Gumke, Don & JoAnn 

Gumke, Matt 

Gums, Robert & Candace 

Guscette, Greta 

Guthmiller, Neil & Linda 

Hansen, Michael & Angie 

Heinle, Larry & Audrey 

Hellman, Brad & Cheryl 

Hoggarth, Tim & Tiffany 

Holzkamm, Al & Cindy 

Houge, Jason & Ann Marie 

Huber, Al & Sue 

Huber, Bruce 

Huber, Steve & Betty 

Huber, Robert 

Jangula, Duane 

Janke, Harvey & Cindy 

Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy) 

Jensen, Paul & Sue 

Johnson, Brandon & Sonia 

Johnson, Rod W. 

Johnson, Irving & Marilyn 

Johnson, Spencer & Amee 

Kamlitz, Brian 

Kapp, Dan & Jennifer 

Karn, Dale & Sue 

Keim, Lyman & Darlene 

Kertzman, John & Janelle 

Kessler, Michael & Mary 

Kiefer, Randy & Linda 

Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis 

Krein, Larry & Kelly 

Kuss, Alex 

Lambert, Ken 

Larson, Don & Bonnie 

Loose, Larry & Bonita 

Lovgren, Gary & Marlyn 

Lubenow, Owen & Kyla 

Lulay, Bob & Alma 

Lynn, Randy & Monica 

Lynn, Tyler & Pauline 

Martin, Randy & Patti 

Masters, George & Eileen 

McCreedy, Terrance 
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McCullough, Gary & Billie 

McDermid, Tim 

McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene 

McLaen, Roger & Caryn 

McMahon, Mark & Katherine 

Meidinger, Jamie 

Meikle, Jack & Gloria 

Miller, Randy 

Miller, Jerry 

Miller, Aaron 

Mischka, Kenneth & Judy 

Mitzel, LeRoy 

Moser, Jeff 

Moser, LeRoy & Gloria 

Nenow, Roger & Lois 

Nogosek, Aaron & Amy 

Noot, Jay & Bryant 

Olson, David & Adele 

Orness, Stan & Sharon 

Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda 

Readel, Larry & Nadine 

Redinger, Dale 

Renshaw, Dennis (Brett) 

Reuer, Lonnie & Tammy 

Riffe, Gary & Jill 

Rivinius, David & Caryn 

Rixen, Dennis 

Rudolph, Randy 

Sabir, Nam 

Schadler, Alan & Melinda 

Schauer, Cindy 

Schauer, Ronald 

Schumacher, Devin 

Schumacher, Stephanie 

Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia 

Seher, Jeff 

Siegle, Randy & Patty 

Stokke, Scott & Cris 

Thoele, Kevin & Kim 

Timm, Curt 

Tompkins, Steve & Debra 

Tracy, Dean & Martha 

Vanderwal, Kier & Candace 

VanFleet, Jake 

Watson, James 

Weber, Ross & Diana 

Wegner, Donald & Marla 

Wehling, Tim 

Westerhausen, Leon & Mary 
Jane 

Wick, Brent 

Widmer, Dan 

Wiest, J.P. & Judy 

Wilhelm, Jeff 

Wilhelm, Jordan 

Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy 

Williams, Laura 

Wolf, Cameron 

Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn 

Zaun, Larry & Penny 

 
 

 

 

 

2018 SEASON KICK OFF 
PARTY WAS A SUCCESS   

Story & Photos by Skovy                
(James Valley Street Machines) 

 

Mark & Katherine McMahon won the Best 
50’s theme outfit. Right out of Laverne & 

Shirley! 

Chantelle Wilhelm & Cam Wolf won the 
Dance Contest 
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Brooke Schmeichel won the Limbo 
Contest 

J.P & Judy Wiest were cutting up the 
dance floor. 

R&C School of Rock was playing some 
out of the world music. Had the place 

dancing! 

Jeff Moser was trying to tell Brooke that 
she can’t have her drink in the trophy 

Ron & Cindy Schauer did a spectacular 
job of spinning the 45’s and dancing the 

night away 

Fun was had by all 

 

 

 

Advice from the Pit Stop   
Story & Photos by Mike Hansen     
(James Valley Street Machines) 

TO SYNTHETIC OR     
NOT TO SYNTHETIC 
YOUR HOTROD ...                     

THAT IS THE QUESTION 

This is the question that comes 
up very often in the hotrod world. 
Flat tappet engines with 
increased valve spring pressure 
are susceptible to extensive 
camshaft wear. Engine oils from 
the past had certain additives 
that helped protect these types of 
engines. The problem started 
when oil manufacturers were 
required by law to reduce, then 
eliminate, zinc diallyl 
thiophosphate (ZDDP), an oil-
soluble wear additive with and 
affinity for metal parts that makes 
it continuous, rapid, high-
pressure contact with camshaft 
lobes and only fed oil via splash 
lubrication, not a high-pressure 
lube circuit. The zinc additive 
ZDDP is the primary line of 
defense against valvetrain failure 
in engines with flat-tappet 
mechanical lifters and removing 
ZDDP from mainstream oil 
products proved catastrophic for 
race engines.  

Let’s look at how standard engine 
oils are made. Made from crude 
oil, standard oil is a highly refined 
product. Crude oil base is very 
different from one part of the 
world to another. Base stock 
comes from very different 
weights and many different 
solids. I won’t be able to get into 
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a lot of the processes needed to 
make crude a viable engine 
lubricant, but I can say crude is a 
different from area to area as a 
human fingerprint. All are similar 
but yet vastly different under a 
microscope. 

 

However, in the 70’s a new type 
of lubricant was born. Synthetic 
engine oil was being produced 
and marketed. However, the 
consumers were very skeptical, 
and sales did not do well on the 
engine side. They did do well on 
the industrial side, when it came 
to manufacturing, which synthetic 
oils were a great fit. 

The overall concept is that 
synthetic base oil stock is made 
of wholly manmade compounds, 
built from the ground up, starting 
with very simple, very small, 
repeatable molecules such as 
ethane gas or simple olefin 
chains. These basic building-
block molecules are then 
combined into larger and larger 
molecules in a sequence of 
stages that assures uniform size 
and similarity of shape. 
Manufactures of synthetic oils 
have closely guarded secrets, in 
regard to their base stock 
formulas. What these 
manufacturer’s come up with is 
oil that is comprised of uniformly 
straight hydrocarbon chains are 
extremely slippery and have 
exceedingly superior sheer load 
characteristics which is perfect 
for a high-performance engine 
when manufactured with ZDDP 
(zinc) create an almost perfect 
high-performance engine oil.  

So, we have a designer molecule 
for our base stock instead of 
thousands of wildly different 
compounds. Engineers have 
tested every long-chain 
hydrocarbon in every chain 
variation, and every length to find 
the molecules that maximize 
strength while minimizing friction 
and oxidation. They clone these 
molecules trillions of times and 
put them in a bottle. 

Fortunately, oil companies have 
come to the rescue with oil 

formulas that not only carry the 
full benefits of a synthetic base 
stock, but also have been fortified 
with ZDDP to keep the most 
aggressive vintage flat-tappet 
valvetrains running healthy for 
years to come. 

So, it will be left up to the 
consumer to decide if they want 
to use a conventional oil with 
ZDDP or use a synthetic engine 
oil with ZDDP.  

This is only a partial explanation 
of the complicated processes and 
may cause you to have many 
more questions. Feel free to call 
or stop in at the PIT STOP 
EXPRESS LUBE and I will try to 
help you with any concerns or 
questions on this matter. 701-
952-7867 / 952-STOP  

Stop by the Pit Stop for a free 
assessment. 2603 Highway 281 
South. Between the Quality Inn 
and Super 8 Hotel right here in 
Jamestown. 701-320-1997 
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DEVILS RUN  

Story & Photos by Stan & Sharon Orness 
(greaterdakotaclassics.com) 

 

 
Hello Everyone, 

    *Handicap scooter rentals will 
be available in Roosevelt Park 
during Devils Run, to reserve one 
email Michael E. Huot 
mhuot@altru.org  

*You can purchase 
DISCOUNTED 2018 Devils Run 
Apparel by going to 
www.decoratedwearables.com 
then click on "Showrooms". Items 
can be picked up, mailed out or 
they can be waiting for you at 
registration headquarters when 
you arrive. 

*Collector Car Auction info, email 
Randy or Kathy at 
mastersauctionsnd@gmail.com 
or 701-227-0746 

*Accommodations list with phone 
numbers is at 
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.
com/events/accommodations.pdf 

*RV parking at City Plaza contact 
Dunn Brothers 701-662-6000 

*RV parking near the ball 
diamonds contact Terry at 701-
739-7703 or 
twallacedlpb@gondtc.com 

*Women's World vendors contact 
Tara Jo 701-351-6587 

*Outside in the park vendors 
contact Terry at 701-739-7703 or 
twallacedlpb@gondtc.com 

*Devils Run entry forms can be 
printed off at 
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.
com/events/2018/2018entry.pdf  

*ALL Devils Run Schedules will 
be out SOON. 

Eric Boren from the Cobblestone 
Hotel & Suites just called and 
said they had rooms Devils Run 
weekend. 701-544-0129 
 
I have been told that the Sleep 
Inn also has rooms for Devils 
Run weekend. 701-544-1111 

 

See you. Soon! 

Stan & Sharon 

 

RUMBLER HOT NEWS                                    
Story & Pictures sent by (Grand Forks Herald). 

Story by Tom LaVenture (Jamestown Sun) 
 

 

Drag racing strip clears 
zoning hurdle 

JAMESTOWN, N.D. The 
proposed construction of a 
competition drag racing strip 
north of Jamestown, North 
Dakota, took a step forward 
Tuesday, March 13, when the 
Midway Township Board of 
Supervisors approved 3 to 0 to 
change the zoning ordinance. 

Arthur Perleberg, chair of the 
Midway Township Board of 
Supervisors, said he and fellow 
Supervisors Craig Neys and 
Jason Houge received mostly 
supportive calls about the 
Jamestown Drag Racing 
Association's plans to build a 
permanent drag strip on a nearly 
one-mile strip of farmland in 
Midway Township. 

"I guess we saw an energetic 
group that was very enthusiastic 
about what they wanted to do," 
Perleberg said. "They did some 
advance studies about what the 
best location for it would be to go, 
and this location came out as the 
best." 

mailto:mhuot@altru.org
http://www.decoratedwearables.com/
mailto:mastersauctionsnd@gmail.com
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/events/accommodations.pdf
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/events/accommodations.pdf
mailto:twallacedlpb@gondtc.com
mailto:twallacedlpb@gondtc.com
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/events/2018/2018entry.pdf
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/events/2018/2018entry.pdf
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There are few residential 
dwellings around the property 
and 200 feet on either side of the 
bypass was already zoned 
commercial by the city of 
Jamestown, he said. The location 
and accessibility to the bypass 
move people in without affecting 
residential areas, he said. 

The property is owned by Jane 
Trautman, Midway Township 
zoning administrator, who 
officiated the meeting. As an 
appointed administrator, 
Trautman said she does not 
influence the Midway Township 
Board of Supervisors and did not 
have a conflict of interest. 

 

The Jamestown Racing 
Association needed the zone 
change before seeking grants 
and other funding, she said. A 
building permit will require a site 
plan that if nonconforming will 
require a hearing before the 
board of supervisors decides on 
a special use permit, she said. 

Tyler Michel, co-president of the 
Jamestown Drag Racing 
Association, said sponsors could 
speed up the process, but as of 
now, the goal is to be operational 
within three to five years. The 

estimates range from $800,000 
to $1.2 million for a 50-foot-wide, 
one-mile-long concrete and 
asphalt track for 1/4-mile races, 
he said. 

There are plans to build a three-
story structure to house a 
garage, storage, observation 
deck and control tower, he said. 
A concessions building would 
follow, he said. 

Despite the approval, Michel said 
he is sensitive to the residents' 
noise and safety concerns. The 
drag strip committee of himself, 
co-President Mike Trautman and 
Vice President Brian Kamlitz 
responded to questions from 
around 60 township residents at 
the meeting. They said the racing 
season would run through 
summer with races on weekends 
and during daylight hours. 

"All we can do is plan for it, and 
we can learn from what the other 
facilities around have done," 
Michel said. "We don't want to 
create a bad name for 
ourselves." 

Alan Sargeant, a township 
resident, said he was against the 
drag strip because of anticipated 
noise and traffic concerns, which 
were also voiced by others at the 
meeting. The former township 
supervisor said the zone change 
runs contrary to the original 
intention of the ordinance, and it 
would be negligent to grant a 
special-use permit without legal 
review. 

Perleberg said the zone change 
was reviewed by the county, and 
no legal review was necessary. 
He said Sargeant spoke from the 
original 1978 ordinance and not 
the amended 2013 ordinance. 

The Jamestown Drag Racing 
Association has experience 
organizing races in August on a 
taxiway of the Jamestown 
Regional Airport, Michel said. 
Ongoing construction forced the 
race to reschedule to Memorial 
Day weekend this year, he said. 

"I am not sure if we will be able to 
race there once the work is 
completed," Michel said. 

  

HUGE MUSCLE CAR STASH 
FOUND                             

Story& Photo by Angelo Van Bogart 
(oldcarsweekly.com) 

 

Larry Fisette had no idea whether 
he was buying King Tut’s tomb or 
Al Capone’s vault when he 
agreed to buy 21 trailers said to 
be full of Corvettes and Chevrolet 
muscle cars and parts. Luckily, 
all of the rumors he had heard 
whispered around his northeast 
Wisconsin home turned out to be 
truer than he ever dreamed. 

So far, Fisette, a De Pere, 
Wisconsin, restorer and 
automotive repair shop 
proprietor, has opened 17 of the 
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21 sealed trailers one-by-one and 
found a Yenko Camaro with 
45,000 miles; a pair of low-
mileage 1970 LS-6 
Chevelles; a 1972 Camaro Z/28; 
two 1957 Corvettes, one a fuel-
injected car, the other a dual-
four-barrel-equipped example; 
and several other Chevrolet 
performance cars. Filling in the 
space around the cars like water 
around pebbles is an inventory of 
NOS and used performance 
parts that would make a Nickey 
Chevrolet parts manager jealous, 
and Fisette is not done cracking 
trailers open. He’s also confident 
there’s more muscle hidden in 
the trailers. 

 

How the trailers came to be full of 
new Corvette side exhaust 
systems, factory Corvette race 
parts, and highly desirable 
engines and parts is as 
interesting as the man who filled 
them. 

Donald Schlag’s passion for 
Chevrolet performance cars, 
even when they were new, gave 
him the foresight to realize that 
someday, others would have just 
as much interest in them. So, 
while he was working at his 
father’s John Deere dealership, 
Green Bay Implement, Schlag 
began buying the parts from the 
local Chevrolet dealer’s parts 
counter in the 1960s and stored 
them at the John Deere 
dealership. He also made annual 
trips to California, pulling a trailer 
behind an RV for a month at a 
time in order to retrieve more 
parts for his stash. When his 
father died and the dealership 
was liquidated in the early 1970s, 
he tucked the parts and cars in 
semi-trailers. 

 

But when the very people who 
Schlag was saving parts for 
betrayed him by stealing a part, 
Schlag stopped sharing his 
collection. He even went so far 
as to completely seal the trailers 
off once they were full. By butting 
the trailers up against each other, 
not even he could go back in 
them. Schlag also stopped 
driving the cars he collected after 
one of his Corvettes was keyed 

in a parking lot. From that point 
on, he swapped the engines and 
slipped the cars into the trailers, 
never to be gazed upon again. 

Many local car collectors believe 
the reason why Schlag pulled the 
engines from his cars and 
installed a different engine before 
he put them away was to thwart 
thieves, since the cars wouldn’t 
be numbers-matching. Even rare 
parts, like a first-generation race 
Corvette gas tank, was separated 
from its two filler neck pieces and 
its parts spread between three 
trailers. Another theory to explain 
why Schlag swapped and 
separated engines was because 
he predicted the engines would 
be worth more than the cars, so 
he pulled the hot engine from 
most of the cars and put a slightly 
less desirable engine in its place. 

 

Despite his unfortunate 
interaction with some of his fellow 
hobbyists, Schlag remained 
friendly. When scouring car 
shows and swap meets around 
Chicago, Milwaukee, and Green 
Bay for more parts in his rusty El 
Camino, he could be found 
engaged in a conversation in 
which he would even mention if 
he had a part or a car. 

“He’d talk about what he had, but 
he didn’t brag and he didn’t sell 
anything,” said Fisette, who met 
Schlag before his June, 2005, 
death on two occasions. Through 
these brief interactions, people 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/report/landing/1970/chevrolet/chevelle.aspx
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/report/landing/1970/chevrolet/chevelle.aspx
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/report/landing/1972/chevrolet/camarov8.aspx
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/report/landing/1957/chevrolet/corvette.aspx
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began to piece together what he 
had hiding. 

 

And while no one knew exactly 
what Schlag had, Schlag knew 
what they had in their garage. By 

being the local expert on fuel 
injection units and offering other 
mechanical services, Schlag 
became acquainted with cars in 
the area, which also helped him 
feed his collection. 

“There was a rumor that Don 
would remove your big-block and 
install a small-block [as a gas-
saving measure during the 
second fuel crisis],” Fisette said. 
This would explain why about 
half of the engines Fisette has 
uncovered are big-block 
Chevrolet engines. 

Upon learning that Schlag 
passed away, Fisette took a 
chance on acquiring the 
collection and contacted Schlag’s 
family. 

“I called her [Schlag’s sister’s] 
number, told her my name, and 
said I’d buy everything and told 
her I had the capability to buy 
and disperse it all,” Fisette said. 
After checking with other 
hobbyists, Schlag’s family 
decided that Fisette was the right 
person to buy the collection. 

“We were so lucky to find Larry,” 
said Joanne Stepien, Don 
Schlag’s sister. “I received 
several phone calls [from people 
interested in buying the 
collection], so I took their names 
and numbers. I had about five 
different people to choose from.” 
Stepien then researched the 
reputations of each party, and 
Fisette was the only person to 
come back with stellar 
credentials. 

Once the deal was sealed, 
Fisette was ready to break down 
the doors of the trailers to see 
what he bought, and the first 
trailer he opened didn’t let him 
down. 

“I hadn’t seen inside any of the 
trailers. I did it all on Donny’s 
reputation,” Fisette said. “The 
first trailer I opened had two 
[1970 Chevelle] LS-6s in it,” he 
said. “It was absolutely total 
amazement.” The Chevelles 
were parked bumper-to-bumper 
in the trailer, and the first he 
gazed upon was a gold four-
speed, bench-seat car that 
Fisette soon realized was the LS-
6 Chevelle his neighbor bought 
new. Fisette even remembers the 
day the neighbor brought it home 
from the dealership and showed 
it to him. Regardless of his 
memory of the car, Fisette 
prefers the Chevelle parked in 
front of the gold, four-speed car: 
a blue Chevelle with bucket seats 
and an automatic transmission, 
which he considers more 
drivable. 

 

Unearthing the Yenko Camaro 
shortly thereafter was obviously 
an exciting experience for 
Fisette, but it was opening a 
trailer full of factory performance 
engines that made the hair on the 
back of his neck stand up. 

“The most exciting moment was 
when I opened up a trailer and 
saw shiny engines up one side 
and down the other, and then two 
stacked shelves of them,” Fisette 
recalled. More than 150 high-
performance engines have been 
found, in addition to 14 nice, low-
mileage cars, but the bulk of 
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trailers contain parts. And lots of 
them. 

Since finding the trailers, Fisette 
has organized the parts in a 
warehouse to best determine 
what he has. While looking down 
the line of engines, Fisette smiled 
at a complete engine for a 1969 
Camaro Z/28 engine and asked, 
“Isn’t that pretty? It’s a DZ-302 
that’s complete down to the 
breather!” The Camaro 302-cid 
engine is one of approximately 
six such engines he’s found, and 
he’s hopeful that it and many of 
the other engines will land back 
in the cars they originally came 
from, right down to the cast-iron 
COPO 427-cid engine block he’s 
found. 

“I think it’s going to give people a 
chance to make their cars 
correct,” he said. One hobbyist 
has already contacted Fisette to 
ask if he has the original engine 
to his Nova, which was sold to 
Schlag many years ago following 
an engine transplant. Although 
Fisette plans to sell all of the 
parts in one lot, he said he would 
try to reunite the Nova owner with 
his car’s original engine. 

For Fisette, the hunt was more 
fun than the catch, and he wants 
to share that experience with 
fellow car collectors. Pointing to a 
1958 Corvette radio, he said, 
“Imagine how happy this is going 
to make somebody.” 

A happy man himself, Fisette is 
thoroughly enjoying the challenge 
presented to him. “I’ve done 
nothing but empty trailers since 
September,” Fisette said while 
surrounded by all the parts he’s 
organized in his warehouse. “I 
walk in here and feel like 
Scrooge McDuck. I can 
remember as a kid thinking, ‘I’d 

kill for a four-speed.’ Now look 
how many I have got!” 

Finding such parts continues to 
be a treasure hunt in itself. Each 
time he opens a trailer, Fisette 
doesn’t know if he’ll find it filled 
cars or SS wheels hanging from 
the ceiling, engines lining the 
walls, and 55-gallon drums filled 
with performance heads and 
crankshafts. And even when he 
finds a trailer loaded with cars, 
he’s never sure if he’ll find 
another stash of fuel-injection 
units or Corvette knock-off 
wheels in the cars’ trunks as he 
has on several occasions. 

Regardless of his few 
interactions with Schlag, Fisette 
feels he’s come to understand 
the man, and if he’s right, there 
are more surprises great cars 
and parts waiting to be found. 
One of those potential surprises 
may be another Yenko car. 
Fisette has found a rust-free front 
clip for a Nova in one trailer, a 
hubcap center specific to a 
Yenko Nova in another trailer, 
and he’s heard that Schlag 
owned a Yenko Nova with a 
damaged front clip. Combined 
with the fact he has a title and 
keys to a Nova, Fisette is 
confident he’ll soon uncover 
another muscle car icon from the 
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, 
dealership. “I’ve really got to 
know him through this puzzle,” 
Fisette said. 

Larry Fisette is a worthy 
caretaker to the cars and parts 
collected by Donald Schlag, 
because he’ll make sure that the 
cars and parts end up in the 
hands Schlag was saving them 
for. 

  

1969 DODGE DART GTS    
M-CODE                             

Story& Photo by Jeff Koch (hemmings.com) 

A librarian on the outside, but 
a banshee when you put the 

hammer down 

 

Wedging a full-size engine into a 
mid-size body is the basic recipe 
for a muscle car. So, what do you 
call it when you wedge a full-size 
engine into a compact?  

The 440-powered 1969 Dodge 
Dart GTS was a homologation 
special, so that Dodge could lay 
waste to the NHRA's Factory 
Super Stock classes. Mr. Norm 
pioneered the fit in a '68 Dart, 
called it GSS (Grand Spaulding 
Sport, named for his 
performance-leaning suburban 
Chicago dealership), and built 
more than 50 of 'em; Dodge liked 
it so much that they co-opted the 
idea a year later. The Grand 
Spaulding boys once again 
engineered it, in deference to 
their initial efforts, but Dodge 
chose to send the system out to 
Hurst Performance research, 
who could better handle the 
volumes required. A special K-
member, new motor mounts, a 
couple of block modifications to 

https://assets.hemmings.com/story_image/337931-1000-0@2x.jpg?rev=2
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accept the new mount, plus new 
exhaust manifolds, oil pan and 
heat shielding made up the 
conversion.  

 

From the outside, you'd never 
know anything untoward was 
happening--only the subtlest of 
engine callouts on the side-
blistered hood would bring 
attention to itself, and only then if 
someone knew what they were 
looking for. The tail stripe was 
comparatively tame for its day. It 
offered only factory colors and 
wheel trims, even the GTS name 
stayed, carried over from the so-
so selling 383 models Dodge was 
peddling. Inside, same thing: a 
120 MPH speedometer (which 
could be pegged, but only just), a 
floor shift, and little else--not 
even a tach. Strippo Road 
Runners laughed at the paucity 
of creature comforts. All the 
better for the purity of its mission. 
We're frankly a little shocked that 
the buckets/console/floor shift 
made an appearance over a 
bench seat and column shift, but 
Mother Mopar always has her 
reasons.  

The 440 was the same basic 
375hp RB unit that had been the 
scourge of the strip since its 
launch in 1967. Available in B- 
and select C-bodies, it was 
widely considered a rival for 
Mopar's own Hemi in those days, 
exchanging a smidge of torque 
for a little less top-end power.  

A total of 640 of these so-called 
M-code Darts were built, all were 

dealer-ordered, and all were 
more or less the same: a 375hp 
four-barrel 440 Magnum/Torque 
flite combo under hood, bucket 
seats, floor shifter, console, and 
precious little else. No four-
speeds, possibly for clearance 
issues and probably because the 
Dart's rear couldn't take the extra 
punishment--no Dana rear was 
sized for Dart use. No power or 
disc brakes, only manual 10-inch 
drums; you couldn't get manual 
discs in those days, and you 
couldn't fit a power booster under 
the hood anyway, what with all 
that engine there. Manual 
steering only, possibly because 
the power steering pump might 
cost a couple of ponies under full 
throttle off the line, and possibly 
because the plumbing couldn't be 
resolved. Colors, wheel trims, 
and an optional rear-axle ratio 
(3.91 gears instead of the stock 
3.55s) were about all the boxes 
you could tick.  

 

 

 

  

ALL-OUT CUSTOM: 
DURAMAX DIESEL 

POWERED 1957 CHEVY                             
Story& Photo by Kyler Lacey 

 

We see a lot of great modern 
engine setups in classic cars and 
trucks, but one we don’t see a lot 
of is a diesel swap. The diesel 
engine has plenty of horsepower 
and torque, while still achieving 
better fuel economy than their 
gasoline-fueled counterparts, but 
we just don’t see as many of 
them as we’d like to. That’s why 
we jumped on it when Walt 
Carmen of Gilboa, New York, 
reached out and told us about his 
awesome, twin-turbo Duramax 
diesel-powered 1957 Chevrolet 
wagon. 

The project didn’t start with the 
intentions of a show-worthy build, 
but as things started to go 
together with the diesel swap, 
Walt had a change of heart. “I 
was going to make a rat rod out 
of it, but after seeing how well 
things fit, I had to do it right,” Walt 
explained. “So, I took it all apart 
and sand blasted the body inside 
and out.” 

 

http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/12/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0067.jpg
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This is the kind of build that doesn't try to 
hide what it is. The colors make it clear 
that there is something special going on 
with this long-roof. 

The original plan would have 
made a differently styled rat rod 
instead of the show worthy 
build it turned out to be. As you 
can imagine, the idea of putting 
together the diesel-powered ’57 
would be a lot simpler if you 
weren’t constraining yourself to a 
restoration instead of a, what you 
see is what you get, rat rod. 

 

 

The project shifted directions, 
when Walt was putting it together 
and found that things were just 
fitting together too well, and that 
it would be better to finish it right. 
He started with a 2006 GMC 
Savana van, and that’s where the 
running gear and most of the 
electrical components came 
from. “The LBX Duramax engine, 
4L85-E transmission, radiator, 
intercooler, brake system, 
steering column, and complete 
wiring harness all came from this 
van,” Walt listed. 

 

He took the wagon off the frame 
and used a frame from a 1996 
Caprice for extra structural 
support. At this point, he thought 
it was still going to end up as a 
rat rod, but once he set the 
Duramax on the frame and the 
body over top of that, it all fit 
together much better than 
expected. “It turned out to sit right 
in there like it was meant to,” he 
explained. “No cutting the firewall 
or transmission tunnel using the 
4L85-E transmission.” Once 
things were setup and he saw 
that it was working better than he 
had even envisioned, he decided 
he was going to do it right. 

 

 

 

In building this car, Walt used 
almost all of the electrical 
system from the van. More than 
that, he molded the instrument 
cluster to the dash in the ’57. He 
even used the steering column, 
ran all the wiring from the van’s 
wiper system, and used the 
brake booster—none of which 
required any significant 
modification. The steering 
column fit through the stock hole, 
and even the brake booster fit 
through the factory firewall hole. 

 

From there, he had the car 
painted, and at first glance, 
thought his combo was a failure 
and almost rolled it right back in 
for a repaint. “After putting on 
some of the stainless,” Walt said, 
“She was born. It looked great” At 
that point, they came up with the 
name Dirty Maxine, since trucks 

http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0065.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0046.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0057.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0057.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0061.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0038.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0039.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0018.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0016.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0052.jpg
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with this kind of swap often go by 
the name Dirty Max. 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with the significant engine 
and transmission changeover, 

Walt knew he was going to need 
a much stronger rear-end, so he 
went with a Moser M9 with a 
Wavetrac positraction, 2.91 
gearing, and 35-spline axles. The 
complete drivetrain is an 
impressive setup for a 1957 
Chevy wagon, and one that you’d 
likely never expect. If it weren’t 
for the overt color combination on 
this car, there is no way you’d 
expect such an aggressive 
powerplant. The change would 
be obvious, however, once he 
starts it and you feel that rumble 
deep down in your chest from the 
diesel powerplant. 

The car has also been treated to 
a custom interior that matches 
nicely with its exterior color 
scheme. The suspension has 
been upgraded with RideTech air 
ride, and new upper and lower 
control arms. The engine has 
been reprogrammed by Rob 
Codden at ATP to improve output 
from 250 horsepower, to a 
generous 500 horsepower. 

 

 

 

 

We love this interior. If you are going 
custom, go all out. 

Walt has been running the 4L85-
E transmission for two years with 
no trouble. But, since he added 
the twin-turbo setup earlier this 
year, it has been feeling the 
strain of that additional power. 
Now, with a new tune from Rob, 
he is getting about 620 
horsepower, and it doesn’t end 
there 

Walt also made a unique choice and used 
sedan doors instead of wagon doors, this 
added the cool curve in the rear doors 
and made it look less flat. This is a really 
cool modification that we love about this 
build. 

Walt will be installing a 
new Rossler transmission with 
billet drag-race parts that will be 
ready to handle up to 1,500 
horsepower. At the same time, 
he is planning on using larger 
injectors to push the horsepower 
up to around 750 to 800, and the 
torque to around 1,300 lb./ft! 
“Unbelievably, I’m getting around 
30 mpg on the highway if I can 
keep my foot out of it,” Walt 
explained. “If not, 15 mpg running 
it hard!” 

 

http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0021.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0019.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0024.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0007.jpg
http://www.moserengineering.com/
http://www.ridetech.com/
http://atptrucks.com/
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0053.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0050.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0013.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0013.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0044.jpg
http://cdn.speednik.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2017/10/all-out-custom-duramax-diesel-powered-1957-chevy-0044.jpg
http://www.rosslertrans.com/
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RUMBLER HOT NEWS                                    
Story & Pictures sent by Matthew C. 

Larsgaard (Automobile Association of North 
Dakota) 

JAMESTOWN 
BUICK/CHEVY/GMC 

DEALER ROD WILHELM 
NOMINATED FOR 2018 

TIME MAGAZINE DEALER 
OF THE YEAR AWARD 

 

NEW YORK, NY (NewsDakota.com) 

The nomination of Rodney G. 
Wilhelm, dealer principal at Don 
Wilhelm Inc., a Chevrolet, Buick 
and GMC dealer in Jamestown, 
North Dakota, for the 2018 TIME 
Dealer of the Year award was 
announced today by TIME. 

Wilhelm is one of a select group 
of 47 dealer nominees from 
across the country who will be 
honored at the National 
Automobile Dealers Association’s 
2018 NADA Show in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, on March 23, 2018. The 
announcement of this year’s 
nominees was made by Meredith 
Long, senior vice president and 
general manager, News, Luxury 
& Style, TIME, and Tim Russi, 
president of auto finance for Ally 
Financial. 

“We salute this exceptional group 
of nominees for the 2018 TIME 
Dealer of the Year award,” Russi 
said. “These dealers are local 

pillars of strength, leadership and 
giving, and Ally is proud to 
celebrate their stories and 
recognize them for their 
commitment to ‘do it right’ in their 
communities.” 

In its seventh year as exclusive 
sponsor, Ally will recognize 
dealer nominees and their 
community efforts by contributing 
$1,000 to each nominee’s 
501(c)3 charity of choice. 
Nominees will also be recognized 
on AllyDealerHeroes.com, which 
highlights the philanthropic 
contributions and achievements 
of TIME Dealer of the Year 
nominees. 

The TIME Dealer of the Year 
award is one of the automobile 
industry’s most prestigious and 
highly coveted honors. 
Recipients are among the 
nation’s most successful auto 
dealers who also demonstrate a 
long-standing commitment to 
community service. 

Wilhelm, 62, was chosen to 
represent the Automobile Dealers 
Association of North Dakota in 
the national competition – one of 
only 47 auto dealers from more 
than 16,500 nationwide – 
nominated for the 49th annual 
award. The award is sponsored 
by TIME in association with Ally 
Financial, and in cooperation with 
NADA. A panel of faculty 
members from the Tauber 
Institute for Global Operations at 
the University of Michigan will 
select one finalist from each of 
the four NADA regions and one 
national Dealer of the Year. 

“Whether it’s helping generations 
of the same family buy a car or 
helping a stranded motorist with 
the immediate need to get back 
on the road, there is great 

satisfaction, day after day, in 
providing the best service to our 
community,” nominee Wilhelm 
said. “It always comes back to 
assisting our customers and 
welcoming new customers.” 

A 1974 graduate of Jamestown 
High School in Jamestown, 
Wilhelm earned a B.A. in 
business administration from the 
University of Jamestown, also in 
Jamestown, in 1979. 

He always knew he wanted to 
enter the family’s car dealership. 
“My dad, Don Wilhelm, a 2004 
TIME Dealer of the Year 
recipient, started the business in 
1961,” he explained. “I spent free 
time at the dealership as a child 
sweeping floors and cleaning the 
showroom, preparing myself for 
my much-desired future in the 
automobile business.” 

Since 1974, he worked in various 
capacities, managing the service 
department, warranties and sales 
before being named dealer 
principal, the title he holds today. 
“A successful business is not 
accomplished by one; it is a team 
effort by many,” Wilhelm said. 
“The team consists of my brother, 
Jeff, and sister, Lisa, who are 
partners with me in the family 
business. We also have 
numerous employees that have 
worked at the dealership for 
decades. The longevity of our 
employees has been the force 
behind our business thriving for 
the past 56 years. We pride 
ourselves on repeat business, 
taking care of many generations 
over the years.” 

He also successfully overcame 
difficult personal challenges. “In 
1982, I was diagnosed with 
bipolar disorder, formerly called 
manic depression,” he said. “This 
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was not part of my career plan. 
Through the dedication and the 
support of family and friends – 
and my strong faith – I was able 
to be successful. This has been 
my greatest achievement and an 
inspiration to others with mental 
illness.” 

A parishioner at St. James 
Catholic Church in Jamestown 
and a longtime member of his 
community, Wilhelm is active in 
many organizations, including the 
Elks Lodge, Fraternal Order of 
Eagles, Knights of Columbus, 
National Buffalo Museum, Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation and 
Ducks Unlimited. He estimates 
he contributes to about 77 groups 
annually, including Great Plains 
Food Bank; Salvation Army; 
Jamestown Regional Medical 
Center; St. John’s Academy in 
Jamestown; Anne Carlsen 
Center in Jamestown, which 
provides support for individuals 
with developmental disabilities; 
American Cancer Society Relay 
for Life; All Vets Club in 
Jamestown, a veterans group, 
and the University of Jamestown. 
And he is active in supporting 
Huntington’s disease research. 

Wilhelm was nominated for the 
TIME Dealer of the Year award 
by Matthew C. Larsgaard, 
president and CEO of the 
Automobile Dealers Association 
of North Dakota. He and his wife, 
Sandra, have two children. 

 

 

 

1968 CHEVY NOVA SS -
9738 COPO CHEVY II – 

THUNDER MAKER                                         

Story & Pictures by Geoff Stunkard 
(superchevy.com) 

 

Dave and Leanne Belk's Race-
Bred COPO 1968 Nova Is 

ALMOST Like New 

 

It was 1968. There was a lot 
happenin' in the streets, with a 
volatile presidential election, the 
growing antiwar movement, and 
the assassinations of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Robert 
Kennedy making headlines. 
Music charted new territory, as 
groups like Creedence 
Clearwater Revival, Led 
Zeppelin, and Steppenwolf 
became entities, joining the likes 
of Jimi Hendrix and the Beatles 
on the pop charts. And Detroit, 
despite increased government 
noise about new regulations, was 
selling muscle cars as quick as 
they could get them off the 
assembly line. 

Super Stock was a year old in 
1968, having broken away from 

its place as the top rung of Stock 
Eliminator in 1967 with five 
distinct classes and its own 
eliminator. Each company had 
weapons for fighting in this series 
that year-Chrysler with its Hemi 
A-body Dart and Barracuda, Ford 
with its Cobra Jet Mustang, and 
GM with...well, with under-the-
radar packages that didn't draw 
too much attention from the front 
office's frowns on race 
involvement. 

While guys like Bill Jenkins, Dave 
Strickler, and Wally Booth were 
pulling the shifters in the 
manually shifted SS classes, it 
was decided after looking at the 
'68 cars that a new automatic 
package would be a good one for 
Chevrolet, as well. This was 
primarily due to the efforts of Dick 
"Mr. Chevrolet" Harrell and Fred 
Gibb. By 1968, Harrell was 
running a nitro-burning Camaro 
and had teamed up with Gibb, a 
performance-savvy dealer from 
LaHarpe, Illinois. 

 

After discussing the possibilities 
with his friend in Detroit, 
Chevrolet Product Promotions 
Manager Vince Piggins, Gibb 
special-ordered a batch of 50 
396/375-horse Chevy IIs (nicely 
redesigned that model year) to 
homologate a fresh Chevy for 
SS/CA competition. Piggins 
approved the Central Office 
Production Order (COPO) 
system to get the special cars 
onto the assembly line. This 
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COPO code-9738-told the 
production department that this 
batch of Novas would receive 
396-inch L78 four-barrel engines, 
the experimental Turbo-Hydro 
400 automatic transmissions, and 
heavy-duty Posi differentials with 
4.10 gearing. This program would 
also place the new automatic 
behind a performance solid-lifter 
engine for the first time; it 
subsequently led the way for the 
L72/ZL1 427 and LS-series 454 
performance automatic packages 
found in the coming model years. 

Discover the Volvo XC60 - All 
Roads Lead to Luxury 

Learn More About the Award-
Winning XC60, Build for All 
Roads and All Weather. Continue 
at  

The cars would retain the Super 
Sport package to allow for 
standard dual exhaust and 
bucket seats; all would be radio-
deleted and equipped with power 
drum brakes. These 50 special 
Novas fit into NHRA rules 
structure just fine (indeed, even 
Jenkins had one of them in the 
1968-1969 era), though the 
stylish but heavier Camaro 
remained the weapon of choice 
for most competitors. However, 
the street-savvy and more liberal 
rules of the AHRA made a 427 
conversion quite attractive, so 
Harrell's performance center 
down in Kansas City did just that 
to a portion of them. 

 

The car seen here was the fourth 
of the COPO batch that Gibb had 
built, and is now in the collection 
of Dave and Leanne Belk of 
Davenport, Iowa. In fact, it was 
sold directly through Harrell's 
shop in Kansas City in January 
1969 to a man from Topeka, 
Kansas, named Jim Mirowski. 

Consider The 2018 XC60 - 
Explore in The XC60 Today 

Experience the Advanced New 
Features of the Redesigned 2018 
Volvo XC60 SUV. Continue at  

"We had just had our '67 Camaro 
stolen in November of 1968," 
recalled Jim in a letter to Dave. 
"We bought this Chevy II from 
Dick Harrell's Performance 
Center in Kansas City. There 
were only two available to pick 
from. Ours came with a 375-
horse 396, a B&M TurboHydro 
and the 4:10 rear. Other than the 
hood, the car was pretty plain." 

Painted up in tripoli turquoise, 
even Harrell employee Dave 
Libby remembered the car when 
he saw it at the Forge Muscle 
Car Show in Tennessee last 
year; most of them were fathom 
blue. The hood that Jim 
mentioned was the Stinger 
version added at Harrell's shop, 
but Harrell did not own the cars; 
he sold them as an agent for 
Fred Gibb, and that was how the 
next part of the story evolved. 

"As soon as we started driving 
the Chevy II, we had overheating 
problems," Jim recalls. "The car 
still had the full Chevy warranty, 
so we took it to Van-T Chevrolet 
in Topeka for repair, but they 
couldn't find anything wrong with 
it. It finally got so hot it melted the 
bearings; it had less than 500 
miles on it. When they tore it 
down, they found the water pump 

had a big restriction and wasn't 
circulating water." 

 

Van-T was the performance 
dealership in the area, one that 
Harold Herrick, the shop foreman 
at the time, recalls Harrell visiting 
while on tour and where he had 
displayed his professional race 
cars. Indeed, Dick himself told 
Jim that Van-T would be the 
place that could help him with his 
woes. With the trashed engine 
laying apart on the shop floor, 
Herrick called Kansas City and 
asked Harrell what to do. 

"You got any engines in stock 
there, big-blocks?" Dick probably 
asked. 

"We've got an L88 short-block 
here," was Herrick's answer. 

"Well, why don't you just put that 
engine in it and send the 396 
back to Chevy. “The price 
difference between the 396-inch 
and 427-inch short-block was 
only $120.00, an expense that 
Jim quickly agreed to. So, Harold 
and his crew took all of the 396 
components, bolted them to the 
L88, and put it back in the car. 
That didn't cost anything 
additional since the car was 
serviced as a warranty repair. 
Back on the street, Jim admits 
that, accept for occasional forays 
to the AHRA track in Manhattan, 
Kansas, the car was used to 
scourge other outlaws on the 
public roads of Topeka. 
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It looked the part, too. Soon after, 
the Stinger hood was traded to 
an acquaintance for a tunnel ram 
and a pair of Holley’s, and Jim 
admitted his first midnight run 
with that setup "scared the hell 
out of me!" The lack of a 'cage 
kept him off the track by then, but 
it was a true 10-second streetcar. 
In fact, once it was equipped with 
Hooker headers and glass packs, 
an unfriendly neighbor would call 
the cops every time he fired it up. 
Finally, as his family 
responsibilities increased by the 
end of 1970, Jim had no choice 
but to be practical. Van-T took 
the modified COPO beast in on 
trade, and Jim left with a new 
Vega. He concluded, "we don't 
know who bought it and we never 
saw it again." 

It looked the part, too. Soon after, 
the Stinger hood was traded to 
an acquaintance for a tunnel ram 
and a pair of Holley’s, and Jim 
admitted his first midnight run 
with that setup "scared the hell 
out of me!" The lack of a 'cage 
kept him off the track by then, but 
it was a true 10-second streetcar. 
In fact, once it was equipped with 
Hooker headers and glass packs, 
an unfriendly neighbor would call 
the cops every time he fired it up. 
Finally, as his family 
responsibilities increased by the 
end of 1970, Jim had no choice 
but to be practical. Van-T took 
the modified COPO beast in on 
trade, and Jim left with a new 
Vega. He concluded, "we don't 

know who bought it and we never 
saw it again." 

 

And it did disappear for decades-
literally. When it resurfaced on 
eBay in the late 1990s, the 
original replacement engine was 
also gone, though the body was 
still solid. It had not been tubbed 
and had been upgraded only with 
a bolt-in roll bar. So, Ed Cunneen 
of the COPO Connection began 
asking the seller the right 
questions and, armed with his 
background information, decided 
that this was indeed a car worth 
buying. 

Ed has been around a long time, 
and his own extensive research 
into this machine began to show 
that this was a pretty unique car. 
It was one of the 50 COPO 
Novas built, it sold for Gibb 
through Dick Harrell, and it set up 
with a full-tilt L88 427 while under 
warranty. So Cunneen began a 
meticulous restoration of the car, 
locating a date-coded L88 motor 
and trans, finding all the right 
pieces to go under the hood and 
in the interior, and replacing the 
long-gone Stinger hood with the 
prototype version from a batch of 
Stinger replicas that the COPO 
Connection had created several 
years ago. But, like in Jim's case, 
family responsibilities called on 
Ed and his wife Patricia, and 
when Dave Belk found out that 
this rare piece of Chevy history 
might be for sale in 2003, he 
jumped at the chance to buy it. 

"This car is an awesome piece," 
he says. "Heck, a lot of people 
don't know who Dick Harrell was, 
and they are pretty excited when 
they begin to see just what this 
car is. Ed did most of the 
research and restoration, and I'm 
just happy that I'm now able to 
own it." 

 

Indeed, since it was almost done 
when Dave brought it back to 
Iowa, only minor things have 
been changed. Using a vintage 
photo, he got from Jim Mirowski 
for reference, Dave has mounted 
a set of cheaters Casler slicks on 
black steel rims, and added some 
AHRA decals to the vent 
windows, as well as the plates 
that Dick Harrell normally added 
to the cars he modified. It looks 
like it did right after the L88 
replacement motor was installed. 

The year 1968 was memorable 
for a lot of reasons. Thanks to Ed 
and Dave, one of the most potent 
COPO cars Chevrolet unleashed 
that year has been brought back 
to ALMOST like new. We don't 
think Dick Harrell would have 
minded a bit... 

Interested in Dick Harrell? His 
daughter Valerie and Funny Car 
racer Dale Pulde operate a Web 
site in his memory: 
www.dickharrell.com, complete 
with vintage photos, an online 
store, and an active forum. 
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1969 CHEVY NOVA SS 
350 OR THE 1971 

PLYMOUTH DUSTER 340                                         

Story & Pictures by Matt Litwin 
(hemmings.com) 

1969 Chevrolet Nova SS 350 (top); 1971 
Plymouth Duster 340 (bottom). 

This or That is not a comparison 
report between two vehicles, but 
rather a feature that enables us, 
in an idyllic world, to add a 
collectible vehicle into our dream 
garage on a weekly basis, but 
with a catch: We can only pick 
one vehicle from this pairing and 
it has to be for enjoyment 
purposes rather than as an 
investment. 

Featured in this edition of This or 
That are two well-known titans of 
small-block power prowess in 
compact form: a 1969 Chevrolet 
Nova SS350 and a 1971 
Plymouth Duster 340. Sure, the 
platforms were designed for, and 
mass-produced with, less 

nefarious power units hidden 
below the hood, but just like their 
larger siblings, each stable of 
engineers made sure to 
incorporate room for an injection 
of large-displacement and/or 
high-horsepower DNA. Here’s a 
small look at each (if you’d like to 
read more than we provide here, 
both were featured in 
our Hemmings Muscle 
Machines magazine; just click on 
the provided links above). 

Let’s start with the Nova, which 
Chevy engineers and stylists 
redesigned for the 1968 model 
year. At the time of its 
introduction, a contemporary 
road test magazine stated that 
the SS 350 version — which we 
will focus on in this space — was 
similar to a Camaro, albeit with 
more room. It made some sense 
in that the Chevy II Nova (the 
Chevy II portion of the name 
dropped for 1969 and beyond) 
was — more or less — Camaro’s 
divisional sibling: a unit-body car 
with a bolt-in subframe that 
incorporated the engine, front 
suspension, and transmission 
crossmember. For 1969, the 
base Nova SS engine was the 
four-barreled, L48-coded 350-
cu.in. unit rated for 300 hp and 
bolted to it was the choice of the 
three-speed manual, Muncie 
four-speed manual, or THM-350 
automatic. The rest of the 
chassis composition included the 
F40 suspension system (the F41 
upgrade was optional), a 12-bolt 
differential, 14×7-inch wheels and 
power front disc brakes. Exterior 
differences between the base 
Nova and the SS editions 
included simulated ribbed 
rectangular air intakes on the 
hood, black-accented grilles and 
rear taillamp panel with obvious 
SS emblems, and SS front fender 
nameplates. 

Few Novas were tested by 
contemporary new-car media 
types, given the demand for the 
more popular high-powered 
ponies and intermediates at the 
time. Motor Trend (April 1968) 
tested a ’68 Nova with a 325-hp 
327, backed by a four-speed 
manual and a differential 
containing a 3.55:1 gearset, 
which furnished a 0-60 mph time 
of 7.7 seconds while covering the 
quarter-mile in 15.9 seconds (a 
quarter-mile mph was not listed). 
The same magazine, in the 
March 1969 issue, released a 
road test of a ’69 Camaro RS/SS 
furnished with the 300-hp 350, in 
conjunction with a four-speed 
manual and 3.31 gearset within 
the differential; the report claimed 
a 0-60 time of 8.3 seconds and a 
quarter-mile ET of 15.9 seconds 
@ 88 mph. 

 

Across town, Mother Mopar was 
making changes of her own. 
Compact power had always been 
a part of their sales portfolio with 
the Dodge Dart GT Sport and 
Plymouth 383 ‘Cuda; however, 
when the Barracuda line was 
scheduled to transition to the 
newly developed E-body platform 
in 1970, it seemed the Plymouth 
division was going to have a 
conspicuous void in the budget 
muscle market segment. Enter 

https://assets.hemmings.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/1969-Nova-1971-Duster.jpg
https://assets.hemmings.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/1969-Nova-1971-Duster.jpg
https://www.hemmings.com/magazine/mus/2013/02/Decades-of-Driving---1969-Chevrolet-Nova-SS/3722141.html
https://www.hemmings.com/magazine/mus/2013/02/Decades-of-Driving---1969-Chevrolet-Nova-SS/3722141.html
https://www.hemmings.com/magazine/mus/2011/12/1971-Plymouth-Duster-340/3706641.html
https://www.hemmings.com/magazine/mus/2011/12/1971-Plymouth-Duster-340/3706641.html
https://www.hemmings.com/subscribe/current-issue?publication=MUS&source=magazine1
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the also new-for-1970 Duster 
340. 

Derived from the Valiant, the 
Duster 340 had a unit-body core 
that incorporated a front 
subframe. With a wheelbase 
measuring 108 inches, the 
structure supported an 
independent front torsion-bar 
suspension complemented 
by multi-leaf rear springs. It was 
a heavy-duty system; the front 
torsion bars measuring 0.87-
inches in diameter. A 0.88-inch 
diameter front anti-roll bar was 
also installed. Other key 
components included Chrysler’s 
heavy-duty 8¾-inch differential, 
beefy 10-inch drum brakes (front 
discs were optional), and 
14×5.50-inch wheels. The 
model’s name was a direct 
correlation to what lay straight 
below the hood: a high-output, 
four-barrel carbureted 340-cu.in. 
V-8 (introduced for 1968) that, 
during our featured year of 1971, 
touted a factory rating of 275 hp 
and 340 lb-ft of torque. Backing 
the block was a choice of a floor-
shifted three-speed manual, 
Chrysler’s A-727 Torque Flite 
automatic, or the A-833 four-
speed manual featuring a Hurst 
Competition linkage. Like the 
Nova, the Duster 340 was offered 
only in two-door coupe form, and 
visually it included wide body 
side stripes — available in black 
or white only — and could have 
been optioned with a blacked-out 
hood and a sizable “340 Wedge” 
canted hood decal; not forgetting 
to mention the rear “Go-Wing.” 

In terms of performance, Motor 
Trend (January 1971) also tested 
the new platform, although in this 
case it was a 1971 Dodge 
Demon 340 fitted with — 
naturally — the same 275-hp 
340, as well as a four-speed 
manual, a 3.91:1 geared 

differential, power steering, and 
power front disc brakes. Their 
staff recorded a 0-60 mph time of 
6.5 seconds and tripped the 
quarter-mile timing lights in 14.49 
seconds @ 98.25 mph. 

Given the opportunity to add a 
purpose-built budget muscle car 
to your collection, which of these 
two would you add and why? 

 

MOONSHINERS 1957 
FORD FAIRLANE IS ONE 

OF A KIND                                         

Story & Pictures by Tom Jensen (Fox News) 

 
 

Most of the earliest NASCAR 
racers were moonshine runners: 
Fast, fearless outlaws running 
illegal liquor through the 
mountains of Georgia and the 
back roads of North Carolina and 
Tennessee. 

In the definitive 1958 movie 
about moonshiners, Thunder 
Road, a young Robert Mitchum 
ran ‘shine in a souped-up 1957 
Ford. 

Well, as it turns out a 1957 Ford 
Fairlane built for the moonshine 
trade is about to cross the 

auction block, and it has both a 
NASCAR connection and a great 
back story. 

Known as the “Likker Tanker,” 
this 1957 Ford was custom 
ordered new from a Ford dealer 
in Whiteville, N.C., in the 
southeastern part of the state. 

What was custom about it was 
that it was ordered with Ford’s 
top-of-the-line supercharged “F-
code” V-8 engine, which 
produced a whopping 300 
horsepower, big heat in those 
days. In 1957, Ford built 193,162 
Fairlane 500 sedans. This was 
the only one produced with an F-
code engine. 

And it was ordered by a 
bootlegger, too, a guy who 
wanted the fastest and least 
conspicuous car he could find to 
haul corn liquor. 

It was such an odd car, though – 
who orders a supercharged 
engine in a dorky family four-
door? — that the dealer 
demanded payment in full before 
ordering the car, which the buyer 
obliged. Unfortunately, before the 
customer could take delivery, he 
got hauled off to jail for his illegal 
activities. 

As the story goes, the car sat on 
the lot for a full year before 
another customer bought it, and 
then the new owner returned to 
the dealer and had him take the 
supercharger off because the car 
was such a gas guzzler. 

Still, the car remained in the 
same family from 1958 to 2000, 
when it was purchased by 
Penske Racing South co-founder 
Don Miller, a fixture in NASCAR 
circles and an avid collector-car 
enthusiast. 
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According to the auction 
description, Miller first examined 
the car near Wilkesboro, N.C. in 
1999. When he did, he also 
found the discarded blower and 
all its related pieces, including 
the original drive belts, in a barrel 
inside a barn on the seller’s 
property. 

“That was fully the intention, to 
be used for moonshining,” Miller 
recently told Hemmings Muscle 
Machines, “It was the car with the 
most horsepower, and at the 
same time, the car you’d least 
likely to identify as a tanker.” 
 
The “Likker Tanker” was ordered 
in very cool 1950s period colors, 
Gunmetal and Woodsmoke Gray 
paint and brocaded interior. And 
it came with a three-speed 
manual transmission, a/k/a “three 
on the tree.” 

Miller spent a decade restoring 
this beauty, making every last 
detail perfect. 

 

 

 

THE HISTORY OF GM 
FACTORY-BACKED 

RACING: ON, OFF, AND ON 
AGAIN                             

Story& Photo by Robert Kibbe 
(chevyhardcore.com) 

 

There is no secret that 
throughout the history of General 
Motors that racing has been a 
core of their success, with the 
Chevrolet Division in particular. 
Before Louis Chevrolet himself 
ever established the Chevrolet 
Motor Car Company in 1911, he 
was a race car driver. Fast 
forward nearly 100 years, and 
Jimmie Johnson just became the 
first five-time-in-a-row NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Champion while 
driving a Chevy-powered stock 
car. Over the last 70 years 
however, GM has had an on-
again, off-again, and on-again 
relationship in their support of 
organized racing. 

There has never been a time 
throughout GM’s history that their 
products really had no 
involvement in racing, but there 
was a time when GM Corporate 
was officially “out of the game,” at 
least from a factory support 
standpoint. This resulted in a 
number of dominoes that fell in 
the time line that created a 

number of items we now take for 
granted, including the concept of 
the crate engine and perhaps 
even GM Performance Parts! In 
this article we’ll take a look back 
at the last 70 years of GM’s 
factory racing involvement and 
attempt to connect the dots. 

Jimmie Johnson, Mr. Five-Time-In-A-Row 
himself. Image: NY Daily News 

By the early 1950’s it was 
becoming clear the automobile 
was a solid part of American 
culture. World War II had come 
and gone, and the Greatest 
Generation was in full swing of 
creating a burgeoning middle 
class. Men were racing cars for 
competition and thrill, and racing 
series of all kinds across the 
country were taking hold. The 
“Big Three” Detroit auto 
manufacturers were all involved 
in backing racing in one form or 
another. 

In 1955, during the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans, a catastrophic accident 
where a Mercedes 300SLR 
exploded and careened into the 
crowd killing 83 spectators 
(injuring dozens more) caused a 
major stir among auto 
manufacturers and in 1957 the 
Automobile Manufacturers 
Association. Made up of 
members that represented all 
American auto makes, the AMA 
formed a gentleman’s agreement 
to back out of organized auto 
racing and motorsports of any 
kind. Some in the industry felt 
this was a method that would 
prevent Congressional 

http://cdn.chevyhardcore.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/28/files/2010/12/GM-LEAD.jpg
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P a g e  | 22 

 

involvement that might force the 
auto makers hand in some other 
more unwanted way. 

Buck Baker and his 1957 Chevy Black 
Widow. 

Racing is a fickle thing though, 
and as soon as the gentleman’s 
agreement was made it was 
already being circumvented by 
manufacturers. GM was no 
exception. The 1957 “Black 
Widow” was a perfect example of 
a way to create a factory race car 
without factory support. GM 
brought former Hudson lead race 
engineer Vince Piggins into the 
company and sent him to Atlanta 
where he created SEDCO, the 
Southern Engineering and 
Development Co. 

Jim Wangers driving a Catalina Coupe at 
the 1960 NHRA Nationals in Detroit. 
Image: Jim Wangers. 

Piggins had SEDCO create the 
first Black Widow for racing 
competition, and each step of the 
creation was documented in cook 
book fashion so that others could 
produce the same car on their 
own. The car was not based on 
the top of the line Bel Air coupe, 
but instead the cheap and rugged 
One-Fifty Utility Sedan. It 
featured the famous 283 cubic 
inches, 283-horsepower fuel 

injected engine, a three-speed 
manual transmission, six-lug 
wheels, a 20-gallon gas tank, and 
numerous other race inspired 
changes. 

SEDCO issued the “1957 
Chevrolet Stock Car Competition 
Guide,” which documented the 
step-by-step instructions required 
to build each car, including the 
170 individual GM parts that 
would be necessary. The Guide 
was mailed to over 400 Chevy 
dealers and the legend of the 
Black Widow was born. With no 
official factory support the Black 
Widow Chevy’s campaigned all 
season long, with Buck Baker 
winning the championship. 

Around the same time as the 
gentleman’s agreement, the 
Pontiac Division was undergoing 
a massive image change under 
its new director, Bunky Knudsen. 
Bunky’s task was to improve 
Pontiac sales, and to do so he 
knew that he’d need to change 
Pontiac’s “ho-hum” image into 
something far more appealing. 
He also knew that racing and 
styling would be the ticket, and 
despite the AMA gentleman’s 
agreement he pushed Pontiac 
forward into support for factory 
backed racing. 

Junior Johnson's winning 1959 Chevy 
running in the 1960 Daytona 500. 

Junior Johnson claimed his only 
Daytona 500 victory as a driver in 
the 1960 running of the race 
while driving a 1959 Chevy. He 
stated that when compared to the 
Pontiac’s his Chevy was so slow 

that it couldn’t compete. In some 
sessions he was nearly 30mph 
slower in his Chevy that the 
superior Pontiac’s. How did he go 
on to win the race, then? 

During practice sessions he 
discovered that if he tucked in 
behind a faster Pontiac that it 
created a slip stream effect and 
allowed him to keep up, despite 
the fact that on its own his car 
was far slower. He could save up 
his energy and slingshot by the 
lead car for a short burst of 
speed and used that method to 
win the race. Junior discovered 
what is now commonly referred 
to in racing as “drafting!” 

In a 2009 podcast interview with 
ClassicPontiacMuscle.com, Jim 
Wangers, the marketing 
Godfather of the GTO, told the 
story of Pontiac’s relationship 
with racing and with GM 
Corporate. Jim witnessed events 
first hand, and he also noted that 
perhaps the AMA had some 
ulterior motives in supporting the 
gentleman’s agreement to a 
racing ban. 

Corvettes continued racing internationally, 
helping cultivate a worldwide presence, 
as seen here chasing Mauro Bianchi in 
Daytona 1963. 

Wangers explained, “Bunky 
Knudsen took over the Pontiac 
division in 1956 and made up his 
mind to go racing. He picked out 
members from his engineering 
group to create the Super Duty 
Group, and they created the 
Super Duty Engine. In 1957 the 
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AMA Automobile Manufacturers 
Association formed a 
gentleman’s agreement to back 
out of organized auto racing and 
motor sports of any kind.” 

Wangers continued, “The AMA 
was not pleased to be led around 
by the nose and throwing money 
at hillbillies trying to help them 
beat each other on their own race 
tracks! Bunky had other ideas, 
though. ‘To hell with those guys,’ 
Bunky said in reference to the 
AMA agreement. ‘I’ve got a 
division to save and we’re going 
racing.’ The rest of the 
automakers went to sleep, and 
Pontiac went racing full force. 
The Super Duty group went to 
work making more horsepower 
than ever with regular Pontiac 
engines and started to win on the 
racetrack.  By 1961 Pontiac was 
dominating absolutely 
everything.” 

Although Chevrolet was officially out of 
the professional racing game, enthusiasts 
and privateers continued using brands 
like Chevrolet and Pontiac faithfully. 

“The gentleman’s agreement did 
not really end until 1963 when 
Chevrolet returned with the 
mystery motor, their porcupine 
head big block engine. Chrysler 
jumped in with their HEMI, Ford 
brought in a new V8, and all 
manufacturers became 
competitive,” Wangers 
remembered. 

“In 1962, GM Corporate, under 
serious pressure from the U.S. 
Government, made the decision 
that they were going to withdraw 

support, particularly financial, 
with any motorsports activity. It 
was exactly the same pact as the 
AMA made in 1957, but at this 
time GM made the policy 
mandatory for their brands. Why 
did they make this decision?” 

“By 1961 and 1962 GM was 
getting roughly 53% of the entire 
U.S. auto industry sales and the 
U.S. Justice Dept became 
interested. They were watching 
GM, and should GM get close to 
60% they would consider 
breaking GM up. The precedent 
had already been set with 
Standard Oil years earlier, and 
their threat to GM had realism. 
GM thought that one of the ways 
they could cut that growth was to 
stop actively participating in 
motorsports and to cut their 
dollars there,” Wangers 
concluded. 

 

Chevy and Pontiac had huge 
plans for 1963 and many of their 
cars were already built and 
placed. Those cars ran as is as 
there was no way to effectively 
stop it. NASCAR said to 
competitors that “We don’t care if 
GM is supporting them or not. If 
it’s a Chevy or a Pontiac, we’ll 
allow it in as such to compete 

with the other factory backed 
cars.” 

The NHRA said, “We can’t really 
let you run those cars since they 
had a class called ‘Super Stock,’ 
which was the best ‘stock’ factory 
class available.” Since you could 
not buy that car in the factory 
showroom the NHRA created the 
F/X class (for Factory 
Experimental) where Chevy’s 
and Pontiac’s could run. 

After 1963, GM’s efforts in factory 
backed racing stopped, hurting 
those teams hardest who solely 
depended on GM’s support. It 
would not be the complete end of 
GM’s participation in racing, 
however. By 1967 Trans Am 
racing was going in full bloom, 
and GM management was 
looking to find a way to develop 
and manage speed parts that 
would go out to the various 
teams. 

Though no one realized it at the 
time, a 27-year-old named Ernie 
Callard was tapped to head up 
the beginning of what is modern 
day GM Performance Parts. He 
was to provide a way for Trans 
Am teams to get their high-
performance GM parts in an 
organized fashion, somehow, 
some way. He was also told 
under no circumstances should 
he ever run out of parts for the 
teams, even if he had to throw 
excess parts into the Detroit 
River! 

 

Callard put together a parts line 
for the racing teams that included 
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steering boxes, springs, 
suspension components, etc., as 
well as engine components. His 
duty was to keep enough parts 
on hand to keep a Trans Am 
team fully functional. Callard was 
quoted in The History of GM 
Performance Parts as saying, 
“We had more than 300-part 
numbers that I was shipping to 
about 15 Trans Am teams. These 
were new parts constantly being 
developed by GM engineers for 
that program.” 

Initially the parts were not to be 
tracked internally and would have 
no part number. One could 
assume that this may have had 
something to do with GM’s 
Official ban on racing 
involvement, but that would be 
speculation only. Callard 
proposed that the parts should 
instead be identified with an 
official part number, and that the 
parts be made available to the 
public for anyone to purchase 
directly from GM along with 
racing teams. Wham! The 
groundwork for GM Performance 
Parts had just been laid! 

Glory Days. Bobby Allison's 1972 Monte 
Carlo. 

GM agreed, and Callard put into 
place the configuration, 
distribution, and packaging 
system that became the 
cornerstone for the purchase of 
high performance parts directly 
from GM. Initially his parts 
catalog was to focus solely on 
Corvette components, but it didn’t 

take long for word to spread of 
the program and soon people 
were buying up factory speed 
parts like crazy for their 
Corvette’s, Nova, Chevelle’s, 
Camaro’s, etc. 

 

When Chevrolet released the 
Central Office Production Order 
(COPO) program for the Camaro 
in 1969 it allowed a special order 
to be made by consumers and 
dealers to obtain an iron block 
427 cid/ 425 horsepower engine 
to come in the car. The all-
aluminum version of this engine 
was the legendary ZL1, and 
Callard was able to crate up 
surplus ZL1 engines and sell 
them directly through GM 
Performance Parts. 

It was the beginning of the 
modern-day crate engine! As a 
result, performance-oriented 
dealers such as Yenko, Dana, 
and Nickey snatched up COPO 
cars and crate engines and 
created some of the most 
legendary and sought-after 
muscle cars ever created. 

In 1970 something else 
happened that would change the 
way GM’s involvement in racing 
would work when GM decided to 
get back into NASCAR. While 
there seems to be no clear 
information stating that the GM 
Corporate ban on racing was 
lifted, it was certainly relaxed, 
and GM would re-engage 
NASCAR racing in the same way 

it did with Trans Am; through GM 
Performance Parts. 

The Professor of Pro Stock, Warren 
Johnson. 

Callard was to support each 
NASCAR team with parts, and in 
turn had a Chevy dealer for each 
team that handled their parts 
distribution. Chevrolet engineers 
actually did start to produce 
racing parts and also produced a 
guide called the “Sheetmetal 
Book” that was a catalog of all 
production body panels that were 
regularly mangled in racing. 
Callard’s involvement with 
NASCAR teams was direct, and 
the evolution of involvement grew 
into what today is modern GM 
Racing support. 

 

Today GM Racing and GM 
Performance parts are thriving 
results of Chevrolet’s factory 
involvement in racing with 
support for the hobbyist and 
weekend racer all the way up to 
Sprint Cup, NHRA, Corvette 
Racing, and the like. It is no 
accident that a weekend racer 
can buy a “sealed” crate motor 
directly from GM and race to his 

http://cdn.chevyhardcore.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/28/files/2010/11/Nascar72allison.jpg
http://cdn.chevyhardcore.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/28/files/2010/11/Nascar72allison.jpg
http://cdn.chevyhardcore.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/28/files/2010/12/dale_earnhardt2.jpg
http://cdn.chevyhardcore.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/28/files/2010/12/WarrenJohnson640.jpg
http://cdn.chevyhardcore.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/28/files/2010/12/WarrenJohnson640.jpg
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heart’s content; it’s merely an 
evolution of the on-again, off-
again, and on-again process that 
has occurred with GM’s 
involvement in factory backed 
racing. 

 

ALUMINUM OR COPPER 
RADIATOR FOR YOUR CAR                             
Story& Photo by Tony Nausieda (hotrod.com) 

 
When you’re planning out the 
stages of your car buildup, the 
cooling system probably isn’t a 
particularly thrilling part of the 
investment. So, if you’re in the 
market for a new radiator, you’ve 
probably noticed that there is a 
myriad of models available to fit 
your car. Will a two-row 
aluminum work as well as a four-
core copper-brass radiator? 
Which material cools better, and 
why? We spoke with the folks at 
Griffin Radiators, who 
deconstructed the marketing 
hype and broke down a little 
cooling science for your benefit 
(as well as ours). 

Just like your engine, a radiator 
needs air to function. It’s a water-
to-air heat exchanger, so it 
requires air to flow past a 
sufficiently large network of tubes 
that contain flowing engine 
coolant. The tubes make contact 
with thin metal fins to further 
increase the surface area 
available for cooling. Of course, 
more surface area means that 
more of the coolant’s heat can be 
dissipated. The ideal radiator, 
then, would be built from highly 
conductive metal with large 
diameter tubes and maximum 
tube-to-fin contact, and it would 
be able to pass air efficiently with 
minimal restriction. Copper-brass 
conducts heat considerably 
better than aluminum does. 
Bigger tubes and more fins 
increase surface area. So why 
don’t we build a five-core copper-
brass radiator with huge tubes 
and a bunch of cooling fins? The 
limitations are material strength, 
weight, and airflow. 

Copper-brass alloy isn’t as strong 
as aluminum, so its tubes are 
more susceptible to blowing out 
under even the relatively mild 
pressure generated by a cooling 
system. Building a copper-brass 
radiator with a larger, more 
efficient 1-inch tube diameter 
requires thickening the tube wall 
to 0.015 inch-twice as thick as is 
necessary on a 51/48-inch-
diameter tube. That means the 
larger tubes weigh over three 
times as much as the smaller 
tubes-not good! The compromise 
comes from building the tubes 
out of aluminum. An aluminum 
radiator using 1-inch-wide tubes 
with 0.016-inch wall thickness is 
60 percent lighter than the same 
copper-brass radiator. The 1-
inch-wide tubes increase tube-to-
fin contact and cooling capacity 
by roughly 25 percent over a 
radiator built with 11/42-inch 

tubes. The net result? Griffin 
claims that a two-row aluminum 
radiator with 1-inch tubes will 
cool as well as a five-row copper-
brass radiator with 11/42-inch 
tubes. That frees up some extra 
room under the hood, and the 
two-row design allows less 
restricted airflow through the 
core. More air equals more 
cooling. 

Sure, the theory works, but is it 
enough to justify shelving your 
stock copper-brass radiator for a 
slick, shiny aluminum piece? 
We’ve certainly been able to cool 
our big-blocks just fine using a 
stock-appearing four-core 
copper-brass radiator like U.S. 
Radiator’s Desert Cooler. In fact, 
our U.S. Radiator-cooled 455ci 
Pontiac has yet to eclipse 200 
degrees F. Would the Pontiac run 
any cooler with a trick aluminum 
radiator? Griffin feels that a well-
designed aluminum radiator 
cools better. These days, 
aluminum radiators are the trend 
in the aftermarket as well as in 
OEM production. But it’s hard to 
say how much better an 
aluminum radiator will cool a 
unique car. Griffin explained that 
aluminum radiators do have more 
distinct advantages in racing, 
where damage resistance and 
ultra-high-pressure cooling 
systems are commonplace. They 
can handle a 30-psi pressurized 
cooling system, and a special 
high-temperature epoxy 
reinforcement process provides 
additional strength to the welded 
tubes. That’s a bit much to ask 
from a soldered copper-brass 
radiator. 

Custom-fit aluminum radiators 
are still pretty steeply priced, but 
universal-fit aluminum racing 
radiators are very competitive 
with copper-brass replacements. 
Griffin’s racing radiators are MIG-
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welded, and while they don’t look 
as nice as the company’s TIG’d 
custom-fit radiators, they should 
function just as well provided 
you’re up to a little fabrication 
work to install them. The real 
penalty is a paltry 30-day 
warranty, compared to the two-
year guarantee on all Griffin’s 
custom-fit radiators. Provided 
there are good engine-to-frame 
grounds to prevent electrolysis, 
and assuming you change your 
coolant every year, Griffin says 
either model should keep you 
cool for years. 

 

So, what should you take from 
this? If you’re beating the living 
daylights out of your car, whether 
it’s in the form of a 140-mph blast 
on the Silver State Challenge or 
a 7,000-rpm downshift before 
turn five of Elkhart Lake 
Raceway, you may need to 
exploit the high-coolant-pressure 
handling and vibration-fatigue 
resistance of a stout aluminum 
radiator. But whether you like the 
high-tech look of aluminum or the 
resto/sleeper stealth of copper-
brass, either (when properly 

selected) should be able to cool 
your street car, provided it’s 
coupled with a good fan and 
shroud.  

 

WHAT NEW CAR OWNERS 
SAID REGARDING THE 1967 

BUICK GS 400                             
Story & Photo by Thomas DeMauro 

(hemmings.com) 

 

When collecting magazine stories 
regarding muscle cars I own, I 
usually seek out road tests that 
feature lots of performance 
figures. In my enthusiasm to take 
in all the mechanical 
specifications, 0-60 times, 
quarter-mile ETs and trap 
speeds, and braking distances, 
as well as the insightful prose 
that normally accompany them, I 
sometimes lose sight of the fact 
that when most of these muscle 
machines were purchased new, 
their owner’s requirements 
extended well beyond how quick 
and stylish they were. 

These high-performance cars 
also had to perform mundane 
tasks like going to the post office, 

driving to and from work, not 
leaking in the rain, and not sliding 
off the road in the snow. Yes, I 
said it. Though many may cringe 
when imagining driving coveted 
muscle cars in anything but 
perfect weather and on anything 
but a pristine paved road today, 
such wasn’t the case with many 
of these vehicles back in the 
1960s and 1970s. 

Popular Mechanics “PM Owners 
Report” offered an alternate 
approach to learning about a 
particular car. It was comprised 
of information gleaned from 
questionnaire responses of new-
car buyers. These reports offered 
insight into how owners regarded 
their new vehicles and interacted 
with them, and why they chose 
the cars they did. The subject 
vehicle’s positive and negative 
attributes were also revealed and 
discussed. Each article contained 
charts and percentage 
breakdowns of certain aspects of 
the subject model and presented 
positive and negative comments 
in an effort to present an overall 
assessment of the vehicle. The 
author would also comment on 
what was being said by the 
owners. Interestingly, 
respondents who were quoted 
were not named, but rather 
identified by their occupation and 
sometimes by age. 

Not surprisingly, when I 
discovered this “Owners Report” 
from the March 1967 
issue Popular Mechanics a few 
years ago, I was pleased 
because I own one (see lead 
photo). 

In the GS 400 report, the FMRs 
(frequency-of-mention ratings) 
revealed that the most coveted 
aspects of this Buick were its 
handling at 57.4 percent, styling 
at 45.5 percent, and power at 

https://assets.hemmings.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/s01-PM-Owners-Report.jpg
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37.6 percent. The most lamented 
were the fuel mileage at 17.6 
percent, build quality at 16.2 
percent, and oil consumption at 
10.8 percent. 

The 15 to 29 age group 
contained 52.9 percent of the 
respondents—so much for the 
connotation that Buicks are only 
for older drivers. I’d be curious to 
know how many, if any, 15-year-
olds bought a GS 400 that year, 
however. 

Despite high praise for its power, 
“many owners said that they 
thought the car had more power 
than was needed,” 5.1 percent of 
the respondents still wanted a 
larger engine. 

The 340-hp 400 was the only 
engine available in the GS 400, 
but there was a choice of 
transmissions. The three-speed 
manual was standard and in 1.9 
percent of the cars in the report. 
The four-speed manual (21.7 
percent) and three-speed 
automatic (76.4 percent) were 
optional. 

60.4 percent bought the GS 400 
to serve as their only vehicle. 
Surprisingly, 48.1 percent 
reported mechanical trouble, and 
most respondents had only 
owned their Buicks for just over a 
month or so at the time the 
questionnaires were completed, 
according to the article. 

Compliments included, “‘Car has 
wonderful cornering and road-
holding ability and handles 
easily,’—Ohio Auto Mechanic.” 

Complaints were detailed, 
“Quality control in assembly of 
the car is poor. For example, the 
front bumper was off center, the 
shift linkage was incorrectly 
adjusted, the clutch linkage was 
set up wrong, there were several 

cotter pins missing, the clock 
doesn’t work, there’s a short in 
the headlights, a couple of 
headlamp plugs were loose, and 
there’s a short in the cigarette-
lighter circuit.” 

The report was summed up 
thusly, “‘But regardless of the 
specifics, the impression you get 
through reading all the completed 
questionnaires is that the GS 400 
is a spiffy and frisky package in 
all, perhaps even deserving of 
this praise heaped upon it by a 
Missouri technician: I like 
everything about my car, from top 
to bottom—the red stripe tires, 
the chrome wheels, the color, 
vinyl top, engine, air conditioning, 
power steering, tinted glass—
everything.’ And he’s 21.” 

 

 

 

1967 CHEVROLET IMPALA 
CONVERTIBLE                             

Story & Photo by (oldcars.site) 

 

Here's a completely restored 
1967 Chevrolet Impala 
Convertible in Emerald 
Turquoise. It looks factory-fresh 
like it just drove out of the 
showroom. 

Impala had a complete revamp 
for '67 featuring the popular 
"Coke bottle" styling you see 
here. 

Taillights once again had triple 
segmented horizontal styling but 
didn't wrap around the body 
corners as they did in 1966. 

 

Inside, Chevrolet described their 
bench seats as feeling like 
buckets with their pleated vinyl 
upholstery. 

Power comes from a number 
matching and original, 275 
horsepower 327 cubic inch 
Turbo-Fire V8 engine with 4-
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barrel carburetor. This is paired 
with a Powerglide automatic 
transmission. 

 

Chevrolet produced 575,600 
Impalas for the 1967 model year. 
Of this number only around 
18,800 were had six-cylinder 
engines. Unfortunately, as these 
numbers cover all Impalas except 
the wagons, there isn't an 
accurate count of convertibles 
made. 

Sales were actually down for 
Chevrolet in 1967 by around 9 
percent. However, Ford sales 
were down even more which 
brought Chevrolet back up to the 
number one sales spot. 

Base price for the 250-cubic inch 
six cylinder was $3,149 and you 
would have paid an additional 
$105 for the 283-cubic inch 
Turbo-Fire base V8 engine. The 
327 V8 in this car would have 
cost an additional $198 on the 
base price. 

 

 

 

 

1969 CHEVROLET EL 
CAMINO L89                             

Story & Photo by (musclecarlife.com) 

 

This 1969 El Camino L89 could 
possibly 1 of 1 ever built. It has 
its original Tuxedo Black exterior 
paint and black vinyl interior.  It 
also has its original matching 
numbers L89 396/375 HP V-8 
with aluminum heads, which has 
been documented with the 
original broadcast sheet, Protect-
O-Plate, dealer invoice and car 
papers booklet from Don Allen 
Chevrolet in Miami, Florida.  It is 
also equipped with an M22 4-
speed manual transmission, 4.11 
Positraction rear end, Power front 
disc brakes, Power steering, and 
5-spoke SS wheels.  Amazingly it 
only has 18,264 miles since new, 
making this 1969 El Camino L89 
a true time capsule.  It also 
has the original owner’s temp tag 
application, safety inspections 
and registrations from back in the 
day. 

I remember seeing many El 
Caminos in the St. Louis Missouri 
area back in the late sixties and 
all through the seventies, but I 

don’t remember seeing one with 
big block power.  This 1969 El 
Camino L89 is absolutely 
amazing.  It is an original car, it 
has low miles, it is highly 
optioned, and it is documented. 
The high option list includes all of 
the most desirable high-
performance options any muscle 
car enthusiast would check off 
the option list in order to live the 
muscle car life. 

 

Not only is this El Camino 
equipped with the top of the line 
L78 396/375HP engine, that 
engine is topped with lightweight 
aluminum head which were 
intended for the drag racing 
crowd with their larger valves, 
and all the power is shifted 
through a heavy duty M22 4-
speed transmission.  It doesn’t 
get any better than that. 

Mecum Auctions listed this 1969 
El Camino L89 and this is what 
they said about it. This 1969 
Chevrolet El Camino SS is 
possibly the only example in 
existence equipped with the rare 
L89 aluminum-head option. 
Although relatively rare today, the 
El Camino was a popular vehicle 
with the muscle-car buyer 
seeking both power and utility. 
Introduced in 1959 as a pickup 
version of the full-size 
Brookwood station wagon in 
response to Ford’s Ranchero 
pickup, the Chevrolet El Camino 
was discontinued after the 1960 
model until 1964, when it 
returned as a spinoff of the 
popular new Chevelle. The 
second-generation El Camino 

https://www.mecum.com/
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had the styling and features of 
the Chevelle and exceeded the 
Ford Falcon-based Ranchero’s 
load capacity, a combination that 
lured more than one buyer away 
from the Ford camp. As the 
Chevelle evolved, so did its more 
utilitarian counterpart, including 
under the hood. By 1966, an El 
Camino could be ordered with 
the same equipment as a 
Chevelle SS, although that 
package’s badging and blacked-
out grille treatment were not 
available. 

 

That changed in 1968 when 
buyers could finally order the full 
SS396-option package for the El 
Camino. This official induction 
into the SS fraternity finally gave 
the El Camino the same SS 
badging, trim and 5-spoke Super 
Sport wheels as its coupe and 
convertible cousins, as 
evidenced by this very sharp and 
very rare 1969 example. 
Documented with the original 
broadcast sheet, Protect-O-Plate, 
dealer invoice and car papers 
booklet from Don Allen Chevrolet 
in Miami, Florida, the original 
owner’s temp tag application, 
safety inspections 
and registrations, this is truly a 
unique find that is powered by 
the original matching-numbers 
L89 aluminum-head 396/375 HP 
big-block V-8 backed by a heavy-
duty M22 4-speed manual 
transmission and 4.10:1 
Positraction rear end. Perhaps 
just as importantly, it has traveled 
just 18,264 miles since new. 

It retains its original and still 
vibrant Tuxedo Black paint and 
matching black SS interior, 
complete with a split bench-seat, 
wood-grain Sport steering wheel, 
AM radio and Muncie shifter. 
Additionally, equipped with Soft 
Ray-tinted glass, power steering 
and power front disc brakes, this 
ultimate version of the 1969 El 
Camino SS396 took home Gold 
Spinner honors at 
ChevyVettefest in 2007. 

 

1965 DODGE MONACO                             
Story & Photo by (oldcars.site) 

 

The Dodge Monaco was a brand-
new coupe that was introduced in 
1965 to compete with the 
successful Pontiac Grand Prix in 
the growing personal luxury car 
market. 

Standard equipment included 
everything the Custom 880 had 
plus front and rear seats foam 
seats for extra luxury, a remote 
control outside mirror, an electric 
clock, padded instrument panel, 
3-spoke steering wheel and a 
center console. It was also fitted 
with the more powerful 383 cubic 
inch V8 rather than a 318V8. 

This fine example of a '65 Dodge 
Monaco has just 37,000 miles on 
the odometer - believed to be all 
original on this pampered car. 

 

Although the body has received a 
repaint in its original Dark Green 
Metallic paint, the optional black 
vinyl top is still the original one 
fitted at the factory. 

 

Inside, the Monaco features 
saddle grain vinyl, rattan-backed 
bucket seats with center console. 
This particular interior is all 
original and looks great - even 
the carpet.  
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1971 DODGE HEMI 
CHALLENGER RT                             

Story & Photo by (musclecarlife.com) 

 

This 1971 Hemi Challenger R/T 
is 1 of 71 built and it is un-
restored with only 11,479 miles. It 
is equipped with its 0riginal 
matching numbers R-code 426 
Hemi engine, matching numbers 
4-speed manual transmission, 
and matching numbers rear end 
with A34 Super Track Pak with 
4.10 gears. 1971 was the last 
year for the availability of a 
factory installed 426 Hemi as the 
muscle car lifestyle began be 
phased out by the new car 
manufacturers.  This 1971 Hemi 
Challenger R/T represents one of 
the last of the last. 

Mecum Auctions listed this 1971 
Hemi Challenger R/T and this is 
what they had to say about it.  It 
was bittersweet as the sun set on 
the American supercar in 1971. 
The previous decade had seen 
its meteoric rise, its apex, and 
then its rapid aging into the more 
monolithic creations of the 1970s. 
In 1970, Dodge had been the 
final company to release a 

completely new model for this 
market, even as new cars like 
Ford’s Maverick and Plymouth’s 
Duster showed where things 
were heading. As a result, the E-
body Challenger R/T made a 
formidable name for itself during 
a mere two-year period through 
production. Some, like this 
example of that design, were 
understandably cherished from 
day one. 

This is an unrestored Hemi 
Challenger R/T. It is one of 71 
Hemi versions produced in 1971, 
which would be the final year of 
any big-block Challenger and the 
R/T trim package. For ‘71, its 
second year, the Challenger 
received some minor changes in 
terms of external components. 
The inset four-headlamp grille 
now featured a distinctive pair of 
rectangular inserts that concisely 
divided left from right; this car 
features chrome bumperettes as 
well. Also new were twin 
vertically running stylings 
replicating brake-cooling 
scoops placed onto the lower 
quarter-panel just ahead of the 
rear wheel opening. These were 
smaller adaptations, yet some 
that would be exclusive to 1971. 
Overall, the aggressive body 
lines remained unaltered for the 
second season, but change was 
coming. Indeed, the Challenger 
design would not live on past the 
1974 model year, ending 
production that spring as 
economic challenges reared their 
heads. 

 

Perhaps most importantly, 
Chrysler ended production of the 
Challenger R/T that year without 
detuning this car’s engine, which 
still had 10.25 compression, two 
4-barrel Carter AFB carburetors, 
and NASCAR-grade short-block 
strength. The Hemi needs little 
other explanation—the roar of 
this engine under acceleration is 
still like no contemporary. That 
fury unleashed itself with ease on 
this car, because in addition to 
the R-code Hemi, this car also 
came off the Hamtramck, 
Michigan, assembly line with the 
A34 Super Track Pak. This 
meant a heavy-duty A833 4-
speed manual transmission 
mated with the SureGrip Dana 60 
and 4.10:1 gears. It was virtually 
unbreakable when maintained 
correctly. Despite such serious 
driveline options, this car has 
never required a restoration. 

 

Sometimes it is better to maintain 
a mild-mannered profile, and 
perhaps the hope was to not 
scare away the guy next to you at 
the stoplight; this car did not get 
a lot of extra dress-ups. The color 
selected by the buyer was not a 
high-impact version, but the 
popular B5 Bright Blue Metallic; 
this paint and its associated black 
longitudinal R/T graphics are 
original from 1971 on the car. 
The front valance is the only 
component that has been 
refinished. Other exterior accents 
include the power bulge sport 
hood with raised chrome 426 
Hemi callouts and J45 hood pins, 
dual exhaust with chrome tips, 
locking flip-out gas cap, and A46 

https://www.mecum.com/
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trim moldings. The package 
concludes with Rallye wheels 
and raised white-letter Goodyear 
Polyglas rubber. 

 

Inside the Challenger are the 
original black vinyl bucket seats, 
divided by the center console that 
hosts the Hurst Pistol Grip shifter. 
Just in front of that is the 
expensive R36 AM/FM stereo 
with microphone cassette tape 
unit, just coming into vogue at 
that time and one rarely seen on 
a factory Hemi car. In addition, 
the car was equipped with the 
Rallye dash including 
tachometer, 3-way wipers and 
wood-grain accenting. All in all, it 
is a very satisfactory slate of 
options. 

 

The package is actually simple to 
summarize. It is from the final 
year of the R/T model and Hemi-
engine option. It is equipped with 
the highest-performance 
drivetrain available. It features 
original paint and interior 
components, coupled with 
specific trim exclusive to the 
model year. Unrestored and 
showing just 11,479 miles on the 
odometer, this is a blue-chip 
Hemi Challenger R/T worthy of 

membership in any muscle-car or 
Mopar collection. 

 

1961 FORD GALAXIE 
SUNLINER CONVERTIBLE                             

Story & Photo by (oldcars.site) 

 

Having completely restyled their 
cars for 1960, Ford were at it 
again for their 1961 models. 
Although the based on the same 
body shell it was all-new from the 
belt line down. Something they 
described in their sales literature 
as the 'Classic Ford Look'. 

At the front there was a new full-
width concave grille with dual 
headlights at each end. The 
Galaxie 500 series was the top 
trim level for 1961 and the 
Sunliner was part of this series. 

 

You can see at the rear that the 
tailfins were very nearly gone 
now. The length of the full-size 
Fords was also down by nearly 4 
inches to 209.9 inches.  The cars 
were narrower too, much to do 

with the fact that Ford felt they 
had probably gone a bit 
overboard with the 1960 models. 

A chrome molding ran the length 
of the car and, at the rear, joined 
the formation of a ribbed-
aluminum stone shield behind the 
rear wheel opening and was 
standard on Galaxie models. 

Inside, complementing that 
Monte Carlo Red exterior, is a 
red and white all-vinyl interior. 

 

Under the hood there's a 352-
cubic inch Interceptor V8 engine 
outputting 220 horsepower. This 
is paired with a Cruise-O-Matic 
automatic transmission. These 
were a $360 option over the base 
six-cylinder price when it was 
ordered new. 

Other options on this car include: 
power brakes originally costing 
$43, power steering at $82, an 
AM radio $59 and air conditioning 
- a $436 option. 

 

Ford sold 44,614 Galaxie 
Sunliner Convertibles for the 
1961 model year. Prices started 
at $2,847 for the base six 
cylinder and $2,963 for the V8 
(292 cubic inch).  
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1969 OLDSMOBILE HURST 
EDITION                             

Story & Photo by (musclecarlife.com) 

 

1969 Hurst Olds 

This 1969 Hurst Olds is one of 
906 produced.  It was Delivered 
new to King Motor Co. in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida.  It is 
complete with dealer receipt of 
acceptance, shipping papers 
from Hurst to dealer, two 
broadcast sheets and it is listed 
in the Hurst Registry as no. 226 
of approximately 906 built.  It’s 
undergone a complete frame-off 
nut and bolt restoration that was 
completed approximately in 
2006.  It is complete with 455/380 
HP V-8 engine, Turbo 400 
automatic transmission, 3.23 
limited slip differential, Power 
steering Power brakes, Factory 
air conditioning, Power driver’s 
seat, Cruise control, Tilt steering 
column, Tic toc tach, Speed 
minder, Courtesy light group, 
Rear window defogger, Power 
trunk release, AM/FM stereo with 
8-track player, Firestone G70-15 
raised White letter tires, and it is 

listed in the Hurst Registry as no. 
226 of approximately 906 built.   

Mecum Auctions listed this 1969 
Hurst Olds and this is what they 
had to say about it. 

This 1969 Hurst Olds was 
delivered new to King Motor Co. 
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  This 
1969 Hurst Olds is possibly one 
of the finest examples on the 
market today of the car that 
jump-started Oldsmobile’s late- 
‘60s transformation from a 
symbol of blue-haired 
obsolescence to one of brash 
muscle-car performance. The 
first Hurst/Olds was a special gift 
from Jack “Doc” Watson, head of 
Hurst Performance’s research 
division, to his boss George 
Hurst. 

 

Based on a 1969 Olds 442, this 
Hurst Olds packed a Ram Air-fed 
455 CI engine from Oldsmobile’s 
full-sized luxury line. Hurst loved 
it, and so did Oldsmobile 
management. They appointed 
Hurst to build copies, enabling 
the car to bypass GM’s corporate 
limits on engine displacement in 
its intermediates. More than 
3,000 orders poured in from 
excited Olds dealers, but that 
demand far outstripped the 515 
Hurst eventually produced, so the 
package was offered again in 
1969. This time the livery was a 
more eye-grabbing white with 
Hurst-inspired Firefrost Gold trim 
and graphics, gaping twin hood 
scoops and a functional rear 
spoiler that produced substantial 
downforce at speed. Although 

slightly detuned from the 
previous year, the torque-rich 
455/380 HP engine still featured 
W-30 heads, cam and ignition, 
and W-30 Forced-Air induction. 
The mandatory transmission was 
a Hurst Dual Gate-shifted 
modified 400 Turbo Hydra-Matic. 

 

A frame-off nut-and-bolt 
restoration completed 
approximately 12 years ago, this 
multiple award-winning 1969 
Hurst Olds is documented with 
two broadcast sheets, shipping 
documents from Hurst to King 
Motors and the dealer 
acceptance receipt. Listed in the 
Hurst Olds Registry as number 
226 of approximately 906 built, it 
is one of the most highly optioned 
cars produced, incorporating 
factory air conditioning, power 
steering and brakes, 3.23:1 
limited-slip rear end, power 
driver’s seat, cruise control, tilt 
steering, tic-toc-tach, speed 
minder, courtesy light group, 
power trunk release, AM/FM 
stereo with 8 track tape player 
and Firestone G70-16 raised 
white-letter tires on distinctive 
Gold Rallye wheels. 

 

 

https://www.mecum.com/
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Swap Shop ads are taken from James Valley 

Street Machine members, NDSRA “Street 

Talking” magazine, “Cars for Sale in 
Jamestown” on Facebook. 

 
WANTED: Grill for '50's I.H. 
Metro Step Van. Dave 701-274-
8975 

 
WANTED: Pair of early Dodge 
('53-'57) Hemi valve covers. 
Greg, Ph.701-838-7f771, 
rattrod39@outlook.com 

 
WANTED: 55-59 short box 
Chevy/GMC pickup. Drive train 
not needed, body fair condition. 
Dan @ 701-741-3706, 
dgowan@crystalsugar.com. 
Fargo 

 
WANTED: 1963-64 Chrysler 14-
inch std. steel wheel for spare, 
RH front fender mounted radio 
antenna and L and R front door 
key locks (exterior), keys not 
required. Call Jim @701-293-
5335 (Fargo) leave message and 
number 

 
WANTED: 1957-1972 Ford step 
side short box. If you have a 
complete step side short box that 
you would part with, please call 
Scott at 218-684-1250 or 701-
751-2899. 

 
WANTED: ‘53 Olds left fender 88 
or 98 will work, complete. Green 
would be a bonus! Dallas 701-
436-6399 

 

WANTED: Cruise control 
vacuum servo (350 engine) for a 
1974 Monte Carlo. Bill 701-720-
7183 

 
WANTED:1959 Impala steering 
wheel. (Good Condition) Horn 
ring also if possible. Myron 701-
367-9070 

 
WANTED: Running/good 392 
Hemi and a 1957/58 Chrysler 
parts car. Mark #767, 701-799-
5090 

 
WANTED: ‘68 Chevy C10 Short 
wheel base pickup. Would prefer 
a project, but will consider 
anything? Nate 701-471-3350 

 
WANTED: ‘51 Cadillac 2 door 
project car. Any condition will be 
considered. Nate 701-471-3350 

 
WANTED:1966 or 1967 Ford 
Fairlane 2 door hard top in really 
good condition. E-mail 
lg31811@yahoo.com Phone 218-
207-8150 Ask for Dennis. 

FOR SALE: 57 Chevy 210 2 
door Sedan. No Rust. Restored 
about 20 years ago. India Ivory 
over Coronado Yellow. Original 
factory colors inside and out. 
350/350, Edelbrock manifold and 
carb, Vintage Air, dropped 
spindles & power disc brakes, 
American Racing Torque thrust 
wheels, Radial TA Tires, Griffin 
radiator & electric fan, CPP 
Power Steering, Tubular upper 
control arms to add more caster 
to align front end better with 
power steering, upgraded fuse 
panel, many spare parts 
included. $22,000 ~Fred at 701-
793-8477 

FOR SALE: 1994 LT1 350 w/ 
4L6OE trans and computer. 
$900.00 firm. 701-330-0158 
Grand Forks 

 

FOR SALE: 1969 Pontiac 
Firebird 350 (Camaro SS350 
Counterpart). Great red color. 4 
Speed. Fully Restored and 
Trophy winner. Call or Text to 
Craig 701-269-8150. Car is 
located in Jamestown North 
Dakota 
 

 
 

FOR SALE: 1970 Pontiac GTO. 
Factory A/C. Only 53000 miles. 
Original Florida Car with no rust 
issues ever and only been 
repainted Silver. Call or Text to 
Craig 701-269-8150. Car is 
located in Jamestown North 
Dakota 
 

 
 

FOR SALE: 2012 Chevy Camaro 
RS, Inferno Orange, white 
stripes, stored winters, show 
room condition, new tires, 3.6L V-
6 DOHC 323 hp horsepower, 
automatic 6-speed. 30K mi. 8-
way power seats. Factory 20" 
wheels, many more options. 
$17,950 OBO. Gary 701-793-
7323 garychesley@live.com 

 
FOR SALE: Primed 1950 Chevy 
2 dr. 216 engine with headers. 
New exhaust and Offenhauser 
aluminum valve cover. Runs 
good. Car is disassembled, 
missing hood. Some good glass. 

mailto:rattrod39@outlook.com
mailto:dgowan@crystalsugar.com
mailto:lg31811@yahoo.com
mailto:garychesley@live.com
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All other parts there with extra as 
well. 701-258-5352 

 
FOR SALE: '50 Chevy Belair. 
Crate 350/400 trans. Frenched 
headlights w/ '59 Cad. taillights. 
4-wheel disc brakes. Runs great, 
drive anywhere. $15,000. Will 
trade for hot rod (ONLY) 701-
330-0158. No Fords. 

 
FOR SALE: Speedway parts for 
'49-'54 Chevy. TFS - weld-in 
crossmember, tubular upper & 
lower A frames, spindles disc 
brake rotors, calipers, pads. All 
still in boxes. Everything except 
springs and steering rack. 
$1,200.00 firm. 

 
FOR SALE: Enclosed car trailer. 
20 ft. 701-527-6393 

 
FOR SALE: Set of NOS 1933 
ND license plates in original 
envelope. 701-527-6393 

 
FOR SALE: Car caddy in good 
condition. 701-527-6393 

 
FOR SALE: Floor model glass 
polisher. 701-527-6393 

 
FOR SALE: 1953 Chevy front 
fender R+L. Really good 
condition. 701-527-6393 

 
FOR SALE: 1941 Olds Coupe, 
350 HO/350, 3:08 gears, PS, disc 
brakes, AC/heat, Recaro bucket 
seats and much more, super 
driver, appraised at 18K sell at 
12K - Gary (701)367-0976 

 
FOR SALE: AWD srdet20 
Nissan pulsar engine with tranny 
and harness and 1987 pulsar 
body, call Bruce Rittel at 701-
425-2663, or 
viking1130@msn.com 

 
 
 

FOR SALE: 1946 Int’l custom 
pickup. Licensed ‘48’ but front 
clip and everything else looks like 
a 46. Was on the cover of 
NDSRA in both Mar ‘Apr 2017 
and July ‘Aug 2016. A lot of 
custom touches and gets a lot of 
attention where ever you go with 
it. Has been in ‘World of Wheels’ 
in Winnipeg and took 2nd in truck 
class. Some ‘Best of Shows’ in 
300 plus car shows. SERIOUS 
BUYERS call 701-261-9071. 

 
FOR SALE: 2005 16-foot Scamp 
camper, fully loaded, used very 
little, AC, furnace, water heater, 
stool/ shower, awning extra 
stabilizing jacks, new tires in 
2015, table lowers to bed. 
$10,000 OBO motivated seller. 
Joe Speer 218-790-6434 

 
INSPECTIONS: Vehicle 
inspections done at Dallas 
Kustoms in Hillsboro, ND. Call 
701-436-6399
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