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LOOKING TOWARDS 

THE FUTURE 

Story & Photos by Skovy 

 
Wow, did 2017 just fly by? 
The James Valley Street 
Machines went way past all our 
expectations this year. We keep 
bringing in members with fresh 
ideas and keep the club moving 
with constant activities. 
2018 is going to be even a better 
year than 2018. Here are just a 
few things we have planned. 
 
February 2nd, we fly out of 
Jamestown on our 5th annual 
Caribbean Cruise. This year, we 
are going on Carnival out of 
Galveston and are visiting Rotan, 
Belize, and Cozumel. So far 
there are 10 of us so if you want 
to go call Brandi at Jamestown 
Travel and she will go over 
everything & pricing. 701-251-
2222 
 
April 13th will bring in our season 
opener with a 50’s costume party 
& hop dance at the Jamestown 
Elks Club. Last year when we 
had this program, we had 100 
people in attendance and it was a 
blast! There will be trophies and 
massive amounts of fun. 
 
May 19th & 20th the James Valley 
Street Machines will be 
sponsoring the Jamestown 1/8 

mile drag races with the Quickest 
Reaction Time. 
 
June 13th is set for our 1st of 2 
races for the 60-foot experience 
drag race. 
 
June 21st through 24th will be 
our 2018 Black Top Power Tour 
to South Dakota. 
 
July 16th is set for our club picnic 
(weather permitting) 
 
August 15 is set for our 2nd race 
for the 60-foot experience drag 
race. 
 
August 23rd through 26th we will 
be having our annual AMTRAK 
ride to Chicago to visit the Volo 
Auto Museum. 

September 22nd or when the 
Jamestown Stampede is, will be 
our 8th Annual Car Show at Don 
Wilhelm Inc. 

October 7th will be our Fall 
Harvest Cruise. This cruise will 
go to Sully’s Hill National Game 
Preserve & Fort Totten State 
Historic Site (weather permitting). 

December 5th will be our 2018 
Christmas Extravaganza & 
Awards Banquet. 

Another big event for 2018, is 
that we are unveiling a new web 
site. My orders to the webmaster, 
we don’t want to chase the bar, 
we want our club to BE THE 
BAR. Stay tuned for the coolest 
most interactive web site around 
to unveil in 2018! 

So as 2017 comes to an end it is 
with a warm heart that Skovy, 
Tom & Craig and all the James 
Valley Street Machines wish you 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
new year. 

Thank you everybody for reading 
and enjoying the “RUMBLER” 
magazine. Our e-mail readers 
have passed 30,212 issues with 
even some of our issues being 
sent overseas.  
 
Don’t be bashful. We are a very 
active organization and want 
members. It’s only $25.00 for a 
regular membership & $50.00 if 
you want the “RUMBLER” mailed 
to you.  
 

skovy@donwilhelm.com 
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
DECEMBER & JANUARY 
 
Carpenter, Colleen 12/06 
Lynn, Tyler  12/06  
Heinle, Audrey  12/14 
Kuss, Alex  12/20 
Ravely, Tom  12/21 
Lulay, Bob  12/27 
Houge, Ann Marie 01/01 
Tracy, Martha  01/02 
Kertzman, John  01/05           
Anderson, Kathy 01/07 
Dewald, Della  01/07 
Rivinius, Dave  01/13 
Williams, Laura  01/13 
Zaun, Larry  01/13 
Gums, Candace 01/14 
Fuchs, Nichole  01/18 
Johnston, Ruth  01/19 
Calheim, Cliff  01/24 
Kamlitz, Brian  01/24 
Thoele, Kevin  01/25 
Tompkins, Steve 01/27 
Krein, Larry  01/29 
Schauer, Cindy  01/29 
Huber, Al  01/30 
Orness, Stan  01/30 
McLaen, Caryn  01/31 

 
ACTIVE MEMBERS 

 
Allmer, Michael 

Anderson, Roger & Meleia 

Anderson, Scott & Kim 

Anderson, Bruce & Kathy 

Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla 

Baker, Neil & Judi 

Balvitsch, Wayne 

Behm, Earl & Connie 

Bennefeld, Greg & Judy 

Bensch, Paul & Janis 

Berg, Wayne & Tami 

Bergman, Alan 

Beyer, James 

Block, Scott & Pat 

Bowen, Jason & Renee 

Brandenburger, Max & Laura 

Briese, Lee & Penny 

Calheim, Clifford & Marla 

Carow, Billy & Candace 

Carpenter, Kent & Colleen 

Corell, John 

Curtis, Floyd & Carrie 

Dewald, Joel & Della 

Elhard, Dale 

Engquist, Merrill (Sparky) & 
Marcia 

Eslick, Larry 

Forsman, Larry 

Fuchs, Justin & Nichole 

Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth 

Geisler, David 

Gibson, Teddy & Diane 

Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim 

Gilge, Corey 

Gilge, Larry & Cindy 

Gray, JeriLynn & Andy 

Greenlund, Ron & Darlene 

Grueneich, Jim & Naomi 

Gumke, Don & JoAnn 

Gumke, Matt 

Gums, Robert & Candace 

Guthmiller, Neil & Linda 

Hansen, Michael & Angie 

Heinle, Larry & Audrey 

Hellman, Brad & Cheryl 

Hoggarth, Tim & Tiffany 

Holzkamm, Al & Cindy 

Houge, Jason & Ann Marie 

Huber, Al & Sue 

Huber, Bruce 

Huber, Steve & Betty 

Huber, Robert 

Jangula, Duane 

Janke, Harvey & Cindy 

Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy) 

Jensen, Paul & Sue 

Johnson, Brandon & Sonia 

Johnson, Rod W. 

Johnson, Irving & Marilyn 

Johnson, Spencer & Amee 

Kamlitz, Brian 

Kapp, Dan & Jennifer 

Karn, Dale & Sue 

Keim, Lyman & Darlene 

Kertzman, John & Janelle 

Kessler, Michael & Mary 

Kiefer, Randy & Linda 

Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis 

Krein, Larry & Kelly 

Kuss, Alex 

Lang, John (JR) 

Larson, Don & Bonnie 

Loose, Larry & Bonita 

Lovgren, Gary & Marlyn 

Lubenow, Owen & Kyla 

Lulay, Bob & Alma 

Lynn, Randy & Monica 

Lynn, Tyler & Pauline 

Martin, Randy & Patti 

Masters, George & Eileen 

McCreedy, Terrance 

McCullough, Gary & Billie 

McDermid, Tim 
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McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene 

McLaen, Roger & Caryn 

McMahon, Mark & Katherine 

Meidinger, Jamie 

Meikle, Jack & Gloria 

Miller, Randy 

Miller, Jerry 

Miller, Aaron 

Mischka, Kenneth & Judy 

Mitzel, LeRoy 

Moser, Jeff 

Moser, LeRoy & Gloria 

Nenow, Roger & Lois 

Nogosek, Aaron & Amy 

Noot, Jay & Bryant 

Olson, David & Adele 

Olson, Ryan 

Orness, Stan & Sharon 

Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda 

Readel, Larry & Nadine 

Redinger, Dale 

Renshaw, Dennis (Brett) 

Reuer, Lonnie & Tammy 

Rivinius, David & Caryn 

Rixen, Dennis 

Sabir, Nam 

Schadler, Alan & Melinda 

Schauer, Ronald & Cindy 

Schoepp, Robert & Alva 

Schumacher, Devin & 
Stephanie 

Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia 

Seher, Jeff 

Specht, Gary & Margaret 

Thoele, Kevin & Kim 

Thomas, Troy & Tricia 

Timm, Curt 

Tompkins, Steve & Debra 

Tracy, Dean & Martha 

Vanderwal, Kier & Candace 

VanFleet, Jake 

Weber, Ross & Diana 

Wegner, Donald & Marla 

Wehling, Tim 

Westerhausen, Leon & Mary 
Jane 

Wick, Brent 

Widmer, Dan 

Wiest, J.P. & Judy 

Wilhelm, Jeff 

Wilhelm, Jordan 

Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy 

Wolf, Cameron 

Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn 

Zaun, Larry & Penny 
 

 

2017 CAR SHOW – JVSM 
& DON WILHELM INC 

RAISES OVER $16,000.00 
FOR HUNTINGTON’S 

DISEASE SOCIETY OF 
AMERICA                             

Story Skovy Photographer Tom Ravely & 
Courtney Wolf 

(jamesvalleystreetmachines.com) 

 

 

Well, it's official 

 
The 7th Annual Car Show & 5K 
run that the James Valley Street 
Machines and Don Wilhelm Inc 
hosted on September 23 was a 
complete success! The results 
are as follows: 

SHOW STOPPER          
(JUDGED EVENT) 

1st Place - Dave & Brandon 
Barth - Mandan - 66 Nova 

 

 

 
2nd Place - LeRoy Moser - 

Jamestown - 36 Ford Coupe 
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3rd Place - Mark McMahon - 
Jamestown - 64 Chevy Pickup 

 

 

 

SHOW STOPPER 
(HONORABLE MENTION) 

4th Place - Gail Bryans - West 
Fargo - 57 Chevy 

 

 
5th Place - Julie Tronson - 52 

Belvedere - Devils Lake 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Place - Kaycee Olson - 70 
VW Bug - Devils Lake 

 

 

PEOPLES CHOICE 
1st Place - Joel Dewald - 

Gackle - 80 Camaro 

 

 
 

2nd Place - Fred Kainz - 
Jamestown - 37 Dodge Truck 

 

 

 
3rd Place - Mark McMahon - 

Jamestown - 64 Chevy Pickup 

 

 
 

BEST REPRESENTED CLUB 
(Over 20 Miles from Jamestown) 
Devils Lake Classic Cruisers 
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Zephyr Trophy WOW-RAT ROD 
BOB Bauman - Jamestown     

1928 Rat Rod 

 

 
 

OWNERS CHOICE AWARD 
Dave & Brandon Barth - 

Mandan - 66 Nova 

 

 

 

There were 118 cars registered 
with 10 others that did not want 
to register just show off their car. 

The show raised over $16,000.00 
for the Huntington Disease 
Foundation. 

Thank you for all your 
participation ... AND ... we'll do it 
again next September! 

Thank you from all of us at the 
James Valley Street Machines 
and Don Wilhelm Inc. 

A true car enthusiast, a fantastic 
brother to Rod, Jeff & Lisa. AND 
the best friend a person could 
ever have. We all love and miss 
you Dan Wilhelm! 
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RUMBLER MINISTRY    
Story & Photos by Scott W. Block 

 

 

In 1900, the United States had 
the world’s best railroads, and 
some of the world’s worst roads. 
As motor vehicle sales grew, 
exceeding 1,000 units in 1899, 
100,000 a decade later, and a 
million in 1916, Americans were 
getting better roads. 



P a g e  | 8 

 

Simultaneously, road 
construction stimulated increased 
use of our beloved autos, and 
ultimately our dependence upon 
them. 

An inventory was taken of the 
roads in 1904, it was discovered 
we had about 2.1 million miles of 
roads, but they were dirt! Only 
153,000 miles or so had any kind 
of hard surface, sand, clay, brick, 
or gravel. During this time, 
bicycling was booming in 1900, 
and they wanted good roads. 
There were 18 million horses as 
well and their owners wanted 
decent roads too. Eventually, 
bicycle and horse/buggy owners 
gave them up for the Ford Model 
T which sold at an affordable 
price. (Back in the day, my father 
said his father purchased a “T” 
for $750. That’s a lot different 
than a truck I was looking at for 
$66,000 and a Yenko Camaro for 
a cool $100k!) 

For car owners a top priority were 
good highways. Initially there was 
no public funding of roads 
through taxes. In 1891, the first 
state to do that was New Jersey. 
In 1916 the government paid $75 
million to pay some of the cost of 
building roads, up $10,000 per 
mile. States had to pay for half of 
the construction. The Federal 
Highway Act of 1921designated a 
national highway system of 
interconnected roads and the 
complete system of some 96,000 
miles was approved in 1926 and 
identified by the U.S. highway 
numbers still in use. With 
construction of the interstate 
highways, the United States went 
suburban! People living in the 
‘burbs increased from 30 million 
in 1950 to 120 million by 1990. 
People drove farther for jobs, 
shopping, recreation, and 
cruising. 

The interstate highways enabled 
more Americans to drive more 
vehicles more miles on more 
roads. In 2000, 250 million 
people drove 201 million vehicles 
2.4 trillion miles on 4 billion miles 
of paved roads! (Thank you 
Encyclopedia.com for this info.) 

That’s enough of a history lesson 
for now. It is interesting though 
isn’t it? To see where we were 
back then and see where we are 
now. Do you wonder when 
people started complaining about 
potholes? Do you wonder where 
we are headed doing all this 
driving? Where/what is our 
destination? 

The Bible has something to say 
about that. The prophet Isaiah 
(49:11) said that God, “will make 
all my mountains a road, and my 
highways shall be raised up.” 
This sounds like God will be 
making all things level, which is 
good and bad. It is good for our 
thinking, our lives, and 
relationships, but cruising on a 
flat and straight road does get a 
little boring. It is fun, nice, 
challenging, and exhilarating to 
have some hairpin curves every 
now and then. Our prophet 
(Isaiah 59:8) also said these 
words, “The way of peace they 
do not know, and there is no 
justice in their paths; they have 
made their roads crooked; no 
one who treads on them knows 
peace.” We may have lots of 
bumps, curves, and really, really 
tight hairpins in our lives, yet we 
can know peace. How can that 
be? Simple. God promised it. 
Though no matter what type of 
road, God is there, cruising with 
you. 

Another prophet, named 
Jeremiah (6:16) tells us, “Thus 
says the LORD: “Stand by the 
roads, and look, and ask for the 

ancient paths, where the good 
way is; and walk in it, and find 
rest for your souls.” There is no 
hitchhiking here. There is really 
no way to simply stand by the 
road and look. There is no way to 
be a by-stander. Life has a way 
of sucking you in, plopping you in 
the driver’s seat, and applying 
pressure to the gas pedal. But 
you can “look.” Look for the 
ancient roads, the right paths, 
where the good traction is, where 
road is always moving you on, 
begging you to come and cruise, 
showing you the way, and along 
the way, finding rest. Not any old 
kind of rest, but deep rest, the 
kind that resides in your heart, 
mind, and soul. Find the old way. 
Find the right path. God is 
looking for you too! So, come, 
cruise along the road of life, no 
matter how bumpy, curvy, pot-
holey, gravelly, and dusty it is, 
God is there. 

Blessings to you today. May God 
grant you perseverance to 
continue cruising the road of life. 
May you always be at rest, 
though you are always on the 
move. May you look and find 
God’s gracious love, mercy, and 
forgiveness for you. May you 
enjoy turning the wheel, pressing 
the accelerator, and cruising all 
the way to the end. Take care 
everyone. Keep cruising’. Keep 
on keeping on. (Thanks again to 
Encyclopedia.com.) 
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2017 CHRISTMAS 
EXTRAVAGANZA WAS 
THE BIGGEST OF ALL!                             

Story Skovy Photographer Tom Ravely 
(jamesvalleystreetmachines.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

Well hello Mike Kessler 

Even my mother (Deloris) was getting into 
the fun. 

Rock’n Ronnie and Crazy Cal from R&C 
School of Rock had us rocking during the 

party. 

Ron Schauer and Scott Anderson won 
the $20.00 drawings. 

Larry Gilge was busy selling raffle tickets 

Tim Hoggarth was helping Larry. (By the 
way he won the Minnesota Vikings Ruger 

9mm from the raffle). 

Craig Gaier was busy registering. There 
were 118 in attendance this year. 
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Skovy getting ready to make the Awards 
part of the night. The Prime Rib was out 

of this world. Great Job KC’s! 

Our camera had issues that night but the 
winners of the Club Jackets were Neil 
Baker, Billy Carow & Brian Kamlitz. 

There were a lot of people to thank for all 
the work they did for the club in 2017, but 
the winner of the “Great Job” trophy went 

to Tom Ravely 

The hard luck award went to Skovy for 
having battery problems during the Black 

Top Tour. 

Lonnie Reuer did a great job running the 
auction. 

Dave Olson jumped right in and helped 
with the auction 

 

Who could say “No”? 
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Randy Martin ran the last man standing 
portion of the night. 

Skovy won the Last Man Standing and 
chose the Henry Golden Boy 

MY TRUCK STORY     
“OLD BLUE”                             

Story by Mark & Katherine McMahon 
(jamesvalleystreetmachines.com) 

My Truck story “Old Blue” 

 

In the summer of 1985 my wife 
Katherine and I found a 1964 
Chevy truck on an abandoned 
farm. After contacting the owner 
Carl Gunkel, we purchased the 
truck for $100. We brought the 
truck back to life and enjoyed the 
heck out of it. You see, this truck 
is special because Katherine and 
I are 1964 baby’s also. 

A few years went by on the farm 
in Belfield ND. Every time we 
drove that truck, we both just 
smiled. We decided to give the 

truck a new paint job, and that’s 
when it got its name “Old Blue”. A 
few more years went by. We 
were planning to move closer to 
home (Eastern ND), so we sold 
our “Old Blue” truck. 

 After moving to Jamestown ND 
in 1992, I would see a 1964 truck 
rolling down the road, and I 
would get a sick feeling in me. 
That truck meant more to me 
than I knew. Katherine also knew 
that it did. 

In November of 2003, I received 
a phone call that would change 
my life; I was activated to OIF 
(the war on global terrorism). Iraq 
bound for 15 months. By far the 
toughest hurdle we ever faced. 

While on my tour of duty; 
Katherine, the beautiful person 
that she is; along with the help of 
Scotty, my nephew; Adam, my 
son, and Becca my daughter 
proceeded to get Old Blue back 
after 14 years had gone by. 

She contacted Dan Hutzenbieler 
to see if they still had the truck 
and if they would sell it. Dan 
checked with Jenny his daughter 
the true owner of the truck. She 
said she would not sell the truck. 
After two weeks went by she 
called Katherine and said she 
would sell it to us. 

I was granted leave in July 2004 
for 2 weeks, so I started my long 
journey home from Iraq. My 
family met me at the airport in 
Fargo ND. What a great feeling 
to be with my wife and kids. We 
traveled back to Jamestown (not 
knowing what was in store for 
me). When we got close to our 
house, Adam handed me a bag 
with a box in it, and in that box, 
was a set of keys with a wooden 
bow tie key chain that said old 
blue. As I looked up at our house 

the garage door was opening. 
There it was “Old Blue. “What a 
homecoming, lots of tears were 
shed that day. 

Now 13 years later, we have 
managed to do a complete 
restoration on “old Blue.” 

I can’t thank my wife enough for 
this amazing gift. I don’t know 
how to top this, other than to take 
her for a ride in the truck. 

Big thank you to the people who 
helped on this project. 

Katherine, Adam, Becca, Scotty, 
Todd L, Todd T., LMC, O’Rielys, 
Larry’s auto glass, Doc’s Auto 
Body, Northwest Tire. 

RUMBLER HUMOR                                 
Story & Pictures sent by Dave Olson            

(James Valley Street Machines) 

 
 

LEROY! 
 

A woman walks into the 
downtown welfare office, trailed 
by 15 kids. 

'WOW,' the social worker 
exclaims, 'are they all yours?"  

'Yep, they are all mine,' the 
flustered momma sighs, having 
heard that question a thousand 
times before.  

She says, 'Sit down Leroy' All the 
children rush to find seats.  
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'Well,' says the social worker, 
'then you must be here to sign 
up. I'll need all your children's 
names.'  

'Well, to keep it simple, the boys 
are all named Leroy and the girls 
are all named Leighroy.'  

In disbelief, the case worker 
says, 'Are you serious? They're 
ALL named Leroy?'  

Their momma replied, 'Well, yes-
it makes it easier. 

When it's time to get them out of 
bed and ready for school, I yell, 
'Leroy!' An' when it's time for 
dinner, I just yell 'Leroy!' An they 
all comes a running. 

An' if I need to stop the kid who's 
running into the street, I just yell 
Leroy' and all of them stop. 

It's the smartest idea I ever had, 
naming' them all Leroy.'  

The social worker thinks this over 
for a bit, then wrinkles her 
forehead and says tentatively, 
'But what if you just want ONE 
kid to come, and not the whole 
bunch?'  

'Then I call them by their last 
names.' 

GOING ON POWER 
TOUR? HERE’S HOW TO 

PREP FOR THE LONG 
HAUL!                             

Story by Jacob Davis with Larry Chen 
Photographer (hotrod.com) 

 

HOT ROD Power Tour is the 
world’s largest traveling car 
show, where more than 5,000 
cars show up to drive almost 
1,500 miles on the backroads of 
America to seven different cities 
over the course of a week. Power 
Tour definitely takes its toll on hot 
rods, and for many people, the 
trip there is just as long—if not 
longer—than the event itself. 
Preparation is key when planning 
to take on the challenge, so 
we’ve put together a quick 
overview of what steps to take to 
get yourself and your car ready 
for the long haul.  

 

First, make the decision to take 
on the marathon that is Power 
Tour, and this is something that 
takes commitment because many 
participants have to ask off work 
pretty far in advance. Another 
bonus of deciding that you’re 
really going is that it can serve as 
motivation to get your project 
finished rather than letting it sit 
idle for another year. Once the 
dates are released, we 
recommend booking your hotel 
rooms as soon as possible. With 
how massive this event has 
become, rooms in the host cities 
fill up very quickly. If you’re on a 
budget, you can camp or sleep in 
the car, but we will say there’s 
nothing like getting to that nice, 
air-conditioned room at the end 
of a long day and taking a 
shower. 

After you’ve decided that you’re 
going and have booked your 
rooms, it’s time to plan the 
logistics. Lucky for you, the HOT 
ROD events team handles the 
driving route day to day while the 
event is officially underway, but 
that still leaves the drive to the 
starting point and back home 
from the final stop. The majority 
of the participants opt to drive 
their cars to and from the event, 
but some ship their cars using 
transport companies, choosing to 
board a plane to the first city. 
This is ultimately up to your 
budget. 

 

Once your route is planned, it’s 
time to prep your car. If you drive 
an old vehicle like most of the 
people on tour and if the car has 
been sitting for a bit, we 
recommend driving it for a week 
or so to figure out the bugs. 
Definitely make sure the cooling 
system is working perfectly, 
because Power Tour may very 
well be the best test of your car’s 
cooling abilities. 

Then it’s time for one of the most 
crucial steps: packing. Some cars 
that show up have very little room 
for spare parts in addition to the 
owner’s luggage, but if you drive 
a land yacht or a station wagon, 
you can pretty much bring 
everything—including the kitchen 
sink! A basic list will obviously 
include your clothes, a cooler 
stocked with cold drinks, a 
toolbox with a basic set of tools 
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to help in the event of a 
breakdown, some folding chairs, 
a canopy for shade (or at least 
sunscreen), and whatever spare 
parts you deem necessary to 
give you peace of mind. 

Some of the most common 
spares include belts, hoses, 
spark plugs, ignition-system 
parts, a spare tire, and some 
extra oil and coolant. We’ve also 
seen people bring spare 
distributors, alternators, and 
starters when driving a less-than-
common vehicle. (It can be hard 
to scrounge up parts for oddball 
makes.) It’s normally best to 
bring as much as you can fit into 
the trunk; it’s better to have it and 
not need it than need it and not 
have it. One of the best things is 
that if you do break down, your 
fellow tour participants will stop to 
see if they can help. 

 

Lastly, make sure you have a 
buddy to ride shotgun on the trip 
because it makes it that much 
better. Many families come on 
Power Tour together, but if this 
trip isn’t exactly what the rest of 
them had in mind for vacation, 
bring a friend. Having someone 
to talk to on the road will keep 
you sane. Having an extra set of 
hands around can prove 
invaluable should something go 
wrong, but we will warn you that 
if you don’t have the luxury of air 
conditioning, they may be harder 
to convince. 

You can, of course, just jump in 
the car last minute and face the 
problems head on as they come, 
while others may want to check 
every bolt and test every 
component before they hit the 
road. The important part is that 
you come out with your car and 
enjoy this event. Cruising the 
backroads of America with fellow 
hot Rodders is one of the most 
fun things you can do! 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW  

1970 HEMI ‘CUDA                         
Story & Photos by (oldcarsweekly.com)5 

 

Plymouth had …. uh … let’s say 
“nerve.” The company’s 
resounding message in the case 
of the Hemi ’Cuda was: “Damn 
the insurance company 
torpedoes— full speed ahead!” 
The car tested out like a rocket 
ship, as you’ll see in the 
performance figures at the end of 
this essay. As Chrysler maven 
Cliff Gromer’s Mopar 
Muscle magazine put it, “The 
new E-bodies offered a home for 
old’ King Kong himself—the 426 
Hemi.” 

 

 

When the redesigned 1970 
Plymouth Barracuda came to the 
muscle-car market, there would 
be no excuses for not putting a 
big engine in the gaping crater 
under its wide hood. Design 
engineers had stretched the car 
sideways by more than 5 inches 
and increased both the front and 
rear tracks by 3 inches. As a 
result, any Chrysler Corporation 
engine would fit in the engine 
bay, right up to the street version 
of the “Monster Masher” racing 
power plant—the 426-cid Hemi. 

The Hemi was an $871.45 option 
for the muscular ’Cuda sport 
coupe (which was base priced at 
$3,164) and the convertible 
(which carried a $3,433 window 
sticker total). The ’Cuda came 
standard with another big-block 
mill—the 383-cid/355-hp V-8. No 
wonder Chrysler listed the ’Cuda 
as a member of its “Rapid Transit 
System.” 

Totally redesigned, the 1970 
Barracuda offered buyers a wide 
menu off models and engines. 
Three styles were available with 
a long list of engines. The 
specialty performance class 
‘Cuda’ offered an innovative 
‘shaker’ hood option. A classy 
Gran Coupe was the top-of-the-
line. Even the 426-cid ‘Street 
Hemi’ was now offered in special 
Barracudas, built in limited 
numbers. Standard equipment in 
Barracudas included high-back 
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bucket seats with all-vinyl trim; 
integral head rests; molded door 
and quarter trim panels; flood-
111 instrument panel; three-
spoke woodgrain steering wheel; 
floor shift; carpeting; standard 
225-cid six and E78-15 
fiberglass-belted tires. The Gran 
Coupe had all Barracuda items 
plus body sill, wheel lip, and 
beltline moldings; Gran Coupe 
emblems; leather bucket seats 
and consolette in Knit Jersey 
(hardtop only); molded headliner; 
and in convertible, leather bucket 
seats; Deluxe vinyl or cloth and 
vinyl trims were available at 
lowered cost. The ‘Cuda’ carried 
all Gran Coupe equipment plus 
the four-barrel ‘383’ V-8; heavy-
duty suspension and drum 
brakes; ‘Cuda’ ornamentation; 
and F70-14 raised white letter 
tires. 

Street Hemi got new hydraulic 
valve lifters for 1970, but a new 
cam profile gave the Mopar 
engineers no reason to alter the 
425 advertised hp rating. The 
Hemi’s two Carter AFB four-
barrel carburetors breathed 
through the Air Grabber “shaker” 
hood scoop. 

 

In order to get the horses to the 
pavement, Hemi-powered ’Cudas 
and other big-engine Barracudas 
relied on heavy-duty drive-line 
parts. There was a choice of the 
New Process A-833 four-speed 
manual gearbox or the 727 

Torque Flite automatic. A Dana 9 
3/4-inch differential was kept in 
place by a leaf-spring rear 
suspension with six leaves on the 
right and five leaves plus two 
half-leaves on the left. Fifteen-
inch-diameter, 7-inch-wide 
wheels held F60 x 15 tires. 

In short, power was the Hemi 
’Cuda’s long suit. Not long was 
the list of buyers. Insurance 
companies did not look kindly on 
Hemi ’Cudas and did not care if 
they could do 0-to-60 mph in 5.8 
seconds and run down the 
quarter-mile in 14.1 seconds at 
103.2 mph. 

Production 

Hemi Cudas, particularly the 
convertibles, definitely fall into 
the "Holy Grail” category when it 
comes to American muscle cars. 
Only 652 1970 Hemi Cuda 
hardtops were built, and just 14 
convertibles were sold in the U.S. 
market (three were also built for 
sale in Canada, and one other 
convertible was sent overseas). 

 

Collector Pricing 

The 1970 Hemi ‘Cuda coupes 
have been grabbed at auction in 
recent years for as little as 
$150,000. Others have gone for 
much more — although the 1971 
Hemi Cudas are even rarer and 
more expensive. The sky is the 
limit for ’70 Cuda convertibles 
prices. An East Coast collector 

has the first ’70 ragtop off the 
assembly line and some 
estimates have put its market 
value in the $5 million range. 

While the Hemi craze has 
undergone a bit of a market 
correction as of late, the 1970 
Hemi ‘Cuda still attracts top dollar 
when offered. Rare enough in 
authentic form, this car has 
spawned many imitators in 
replica form, and even these 
garners illogical money. In 
current market, a pair of No. 2 
condition ’70 Hemi ‘Cuda coupes 
sold for $270,000 and $227,000 
at the recent Mecum Indianapolis 
sale while a No. 1 example sold 
for $400,000 at the January 
Russo and Steele Scottsdale 
auction. 

The Mopar Hemi cars were about 
as good as it got during the 
Golden Age of muscle cars, and 
the 1970 Hemi Cuda was 
certainly one of fiercest. Today, it 
is one of the rarest and most 
coveted. 
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WHY IS THE 1969 BOSS 
429 MUSTANG THE BEST 

MUSCLE CAR OF ALL 
TIME?                             

Story by Jacob Davis with Larry Chen 
Photographer (gearheads.org) 

Killer looks, ground-pounding 
engine, limited production, and 
high dollar resale, the 1969 Boss 
429 is one of the best-looking 
muscle cars on the planet, let’s 
examine the facts and see why. 

 

The Ford Motor Company was 
riding high on the success of the 
original Mustang the first four to 
five years after its release; 
however, they were also 
developing a “secret engine” to 
take the Mustang from a simple 
Pony Car to a muscular 
Thoroughbred. After the marriage 
of this “secret engine” with the 
1969 Fastback, it set the world 
on fire. 

 

At the time, the “King of the 

Road” (or the track as it were) 
seemed to be the big bad Hemi 
that Chrysler had built with its 

massive 426 engines. Ford 
wanted a piece of the pie, so they 
decided to begin work on a semi-
hemi of their own. If Ford was 
going to be able to keep up with 
the MOPAR boys they needed a 
larger more powerful engine so 
they developed the 429-cubic 
inch big block known as the Boss 
429.  However, due to NASCAR 
rules they had to build a 
minimum of 500 production cars 
equipped with this engine if they 
wanted to run them on-track. 
 Each one of these iconic cars 
were hand built at the KK-
Brighton assembly plant in 
Brighton, Michigan because Ford 
needed help to shoehorn the 
biggest engine they had ever 
made into the new ‘69 Fastback 
Mustang. The cars were shipped 
straight from the assembly plant 
to the Kar Kraft plant in 
Michigan.  Like a match made in 
heaven, the 1969 Boss 429 
Mustang was created and ready 
to hit the road, and hit it hard. 

 

I could bore you with all the facts 
about the engine and specific 
details, but I’d rather talk about 
the wow factor and what gives 
this car so much appeal. For 
starters, this car had a very 
limited production; only 857 
manufactured (two Boss 429 
engines were put in the ‘69 
Mercury Cougar) and all had a 
special date code plaque with 
“KK” stamped on it; for instance, 
the first 1969 Boss 429 has the 
code “KK#1201”. Low number 
production and massive ponies 
under the hood were the perfect 
combination to personify what 
makes a true American Muscle 
car. 

 

It’s a funny thing how simple and 
clean the car looks.  Other than 
the massive hood scoop and the 
429 decals on the front fender, 
the car appears to be kind of 
tame. Most ‘69 Boss 429’s ride 
with the original Magnum 500 
wheels and sport the flat black 
front chin spoiler. The wide tires 
and bulging fenders should give 
us some hint of the beast under 
the hood. What’s so cool about 
the engine itself is the urban 
legend that it has almost a cult-
like following.  Although Ford 
rated the car at only 375 
horsepower, realistically the 
engine was pumping out closer to 
600 horsepower. There are even 
claims that the 7.0-liter behemoth 
could run in the 9000-rpm range 
for extended periods of time. 

https://gearheads.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/autowp.ru_mustang_boss_429_46.jpg
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The car has a following like a 
celebrity, just attend any local car 
show or cruise-in across the 
globe and see what happens 
when a clean looking Boss 429 
pulls in. The crowds will rush 
over to see this beast and they 
won’t have to look for it-they will 
hear it as it comes roaring in. In 
the last 45 years this single car 
has helped define what a Muscle 
Car is and will continue to wow 
the crowds because it has 
everything needed to impress the 
car guys (and gals). It has also 
been the star of some recent 
auctions, such as the 2013 
Mecum Auctions (Kissimmee, 
FL) where a shiny black 1969 
Boss 429 sold for $417,000.  
Hagerty (Classic Vehicle 
Insurance) has the 69 Boss 429 
listed with an average value of 
$226,760 (I’ll take one for that!). 

 

The bold and aggressive look of 
the 1969 Boss 429 reminds me 
of Arnold Schwarzenegger 
flexing his muscles under the 
bright lights on stage and the 
power plant under the hood is 
like a round house to the head 
from Chuck Norris! The engine 
originally designed to go racing in 
NASCAR was put into a street 
fighter with asphalt ripping 

horsepower. The Boss 429 
Mustang is also rumored to be 
capable of straight-line speeds of 
near 175 mph, but not many 
have tried this due to the rarity 
and collect-ability. 

 

Let’s all hold up our glasses to 
honor Larry Shinoda (Ford 
Designer) for creating such a 
Sexy beast that will always be 
known as one of the most unique 
and iconic muscle cars ever built. 
He came up with the name as a 
tribute to Bunkie Knudsen 
(President at Ford during this 
time) because he always just 
called him “Boss”. 

Now that I have presented my 
case, do you agree that the 69 
Boss 429 is the best muscle car 
of all-time? The 1969 Boss 429 
Mustang - a true American 
Legend. 

 

 

 

RUMBLER HUMOR                                 
Story & Pictures sent by Dave Olson            

(James Valley Street Machines) 

 
 

5 RULES 
 

The following 5 Rules of Life 
seem to be fairly valid.... 
  

FIVE RULES TO REMEMBER 
IN LIFE: 

1. Money cannot buy happiness - 
but it's far more comfortable to 
cry in a Porsche than on a 
bicycle. 
2. Forgive your enemy - but 
remember the person’s name. 
3. If you help someone when 
they're in trouble - they will 
remember you when they're in 
trouble again. 
4. Alcohol does not solve any 
problems - but then, neither does 
milk. 
5. Many people are alive only 
because it's illegal to shoot them. 
 

BONUS RULE: 
Condoms do not guarantee safe 
sex. A friend of mine was 
wearing one when he was shot 
by the woman's husband. 
 
 

 
  

https://gearheads.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Boss-429-rear.jpg
https://gearheads.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Boss-429-at-Mecum.jpg
https://gearheads.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/1969-ford-mustang-boss-429-front-view-in-motion-wallpaper.jpg
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DEVILS RUN  

Story & Photos by Stan & Sharon Orness 
(greaterdakotaclassics.com) 

 

Hello Everyone, 

Here's wishing all of you a Very 
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! 
 
We would also like to remind you 
of a couple of things;  
  
*The discounted Early Bird Devils 
Run entry form expires Dec 31st. 
It is available at 
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.
com  then click on Devils Run  
  
*For Christmas gift ideas there is 
a nice selection of discounted 
Devils Run Apparel, go to: 
http://www.decoratedwearables.c
om/ Click on "Showrooms" then 
click on "Devils Run" 
  
*Also, a reminder of a new 
annual show coming to Devils 
Lake called "Pontiac's in the 
Park" August 10th & 11th, 2018. 
Help spread the word, more info 
will follow. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
Stan & Sharon 

 

CLASSIC CAR REVIEW  

1960 CHEVROLET 
IMPALA                          

Story & Photos by Peter Birmingham 
(oldcarsweekly.com) 

 

THE BEGINNING 

In the summer of 1968, I received 
my driver’s license and went 
looking to buy my first car. My 
dad took me to the local car 
dealership and they had a few 
cars sitting out back that weren’t 
too expensive. There was a 1958 
Ford Galaxie and a black four-
door 1960 Chevrolet Biscayne. 
After sitting in both, I fell in love 
with the dash on the Biscayne, 
because the speedometer and 
gauges reminded me of a space 
ship. We made a deal and I had 
my first car, a 1960 Chevrolet 
Biscayne for $75. 

The Biscayne had a straight six 
and a Powerglide transmission, 
and I think it got about 50 miles 
to the quart of oil, but it was all 
mine. The paint had a white film 
but the body was straight. The 
seats were gray with just a few 
small stains and rips. The first 
thing I did was buy some Turtle 
Wax to hand polished the whole 
car, and it came out great. Next 
thing was to paint the gray 
dashboard and door panels red. I 
bought some red-and-black seat 
covers and added a new radio. I 
was ready to do some cruising! 

After a few months, I decided to 
change the engine to one that 
would not burn so much oil. I 

bought a 1959 Chevrolet 
Biscayne for $25 with a straight-
six and a three-speed with 
overdrive transmission. My friend 
Randy and I did the engine and 
transmission swap out in the front 
yard using a big tree limb to hook 
our chain jack. We pulled the 
clutch pedal and associated 
brackets out of the ’59 and 
installed them in the ’60. Luckily, 
Randy’s dad had a welder and 
helped us move some of the 
bracketing. We put in a Hurst 
floor shifter and a local service 
station owner let us use his lift on 
a Saturday afternoon and we got 
the clutch and everything put 
together. 

When we finished in stalling the 
new engine and transmission, we 
were all so happy we jumped in 
the car and drove it back to 
Randy’s house. Unfortunately, in 
our overjoyed moment, we forgot 
to put water in the radiator. When 
we pulled in the yard, we could 
smell the engine and when we 
opened the hood to find it 
smoking. We decided to let it sit 
overnight and cool down and in 
the morning, we added water and 
it ran just fine. 

 

I loved that old car and 
remember the many good times 
that we had with it. But there 
comes a time in life when you 
have responsibilities and you 
have to reset your priorities. I 
traded the Biscayne in on a 
reliable four-door Rambler 
Classic to drive back and forth to 
college. Even though the 

http://
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/
http://www.decoratedwearables.com/
http://www.decoratedwearables.com/
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/news/newproducts/car-week-1960-chevrolet-biscayne/attachment/1960-chevy4
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/news/newproducts/car-week-1960-chevrolet-biscayne/attachment/1960-chevy8
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Biscayne was gone, it lived on in 
my memory for 44 years. 

Now that all my kids are grown 
and I have retired, I thought it 
would be fun to find another 1960 
Chevy and fix it up. I searched 
the internet for months, and I 
even went and looked at a few, 
but they were not really what I 
was looking for. Returning from a 
trip to Door County, Wisconsin, 
my wife Pam and I stopped at the 
Iola Car Show and there it was, a 
black 1960 Chevrolet Impala 
Sport Coupe two-door hardtop. I 
made a deal with the owner and 
had it delivered. 

CUSTOMIZING SHOP 

My next step was to find a shop 
that could help me make the 
Impala safe and reliable to drive. 
My son turned me on to Fast 
Freddie’s Rod Shop in Eau 
Claire, Wis., about a half an hour 
from where I live. When you 
become a customer at Fast 
Freddie’s, they work closely with 
you to develop a plan for your 
vehicle that ensures your goals, 
objectives and budget are met. A 
big part of being into the car 
scene is the lifestyle that goes 
along with it. After a very 
enjoyable visit with Freddie, we 
came up with a game plan to get 
the Impala back on the road. The 
main emphasis would be on 
safety and reliability to make it a 
good cruising car. 

SUSPENSION & BRAKES 

The first step was to pull the 
engine and transmission, remove 
the steering system, brakes and 
exhaust. When the engine bay 
was cleared, a coat of chassis 
black was sprayed on it. A 2-inch 
drop spindle front disc brake kit 
from Eckler’s with an 8-inch 
booster, dual master cylinder and 

proportioning valve along with 
new brake lines were installed. 
New coil-over front springs from 
Viking and a power steering 
conversion kit from Speedway 
with a 500 Series power steering 
box was also installed. The rear 
drum brakes were in good 
condition so we only replaced the 
rear coil springs and the shock 
absorbers. We also replaced the 
gas tank and sending unit along 
with the gas lines running to the 
engine. 

ENGINE & DRIVE TRAIN 

 

When it came to powering the 
Impala, three options were 
discussed: a used LS engine and 
transmission; a 350-crate engine; 
or the existing 348 engine that 
was in the car. The decision was 
made to rebuild the original 348 
engines, bored .40 over. Most of 
the internals came from Dr. 409 
at Show Car Parts. Powerline 
Performance Machine Co. of 
Chippewa Falls, Wis., machined 
the block and heads and did all 
the assembly. During the 
overhaul, we discovered one of 
the heads was cracked so a used 
one was located in a nearby 
town. A complete valve job was 
done with stainless-steel valves 
and seats for use with unleaded 
gas. The oil filter was also 
updated to a spin-on type. 

 

The 348 is fed through the stock 
intake by an Edelbrock Performer 
600-cfm carburetor from Summit 
Racing. The ignition system was 
upgraded to a Pertronix Ignitor III 
and Flame Thrower ignition coil 
with a new distributor cap, wires 
and plugs. Powerline ran the 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/news/newproducts/car-week-1960-chevrolet-biscayne/attachment/1960-chevy5
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engine on their Dyno and it 
produced 220 hp and 318 lbs.-ft. 
of torque. We filled the engine 
with Valvoline VR-1 10W30 
racing oil. 

After getting the engine back to 
the shop, the remainder of the 
accessories were installed. A 70-
amp, one-wire alternator along 
with a new bracket, wiring 
harness and horn relay were 
installed. A new water pump, 
starter, power steering pump and 
fuel pump from the local Auto 
Parts Store were added. A rebuilt 
700R4 three speed with 
overdrive transmission supplied 
by Midtown Transmissions of 
Eau Claire was connected to the 
engine. 

The next step was to actually 
drop the engine and transmission 
into the car. New motor mounts 
were added along with a new 
bolt-in transmission cross 
member. A stainless-steel 
transmission shift arm connecting 
kit from Kugel Komponents and 
new speedometer gears 
connected up the transmission. 
The Northern Radiators four-pass 
unit keeps the engine cool while 
the silver valve covers make it 
look hot. The exhaust manifolds 
were blasted and resurfaced and 
connected to a stock dual 
exhaust system from Eckler’s. 

INTERIOR 

 
 
When it came to the interior, the 
upholstery was in great condition, 

the carpet was a little dirty, but 
with a little elbow grease, we got 
it looking good again. We pulled 
the seats and carpet and added 
Thermo-Coustic sound deadener 
material from Eastwood. While 
the carpet was up, we ran new 
wires for the gas gauge, rear 
speakers and antenna. An 
AM/FM radio from Classic Car 
Stereos was connected to dual 3-
1/2-inch speakers front and rear. 
The under-dash fuse block and 
wiring harness was replaced 
along with a new headlight 
switch. Matching red seat belts 
and a fire extinguisher were 
added for safety and, of course, 
you need fuzzy dice and a hula 
girl. 

The trunk was repainted and also 
covered with sound deadener. 
Then a new GM waffle-pattern 
trunk mat was installed. New 
weather stripping was installed to 
help keep the trunk dry. 

EXTERIOR 

 

For now, we decided not to do 
much to the exterior. The paint is 
about 25-30 years old and is in 
OK condition with a few 
scratches and cracks. The body 
is solid, but there are a few hail 
dings here and there. To bring 
the existing paint job back to life, 
we rubbed the entire car down 
with a clay bar. Then we used a 
dual-action polisher on high 
speed with an orange pad and 
Kit’s High-Performance Scratch & 
Swirl Remover. Then we 
switched to a white pad, lowered 
the speed a little and used 
Meguiar’s Ultimate Compound 

Color and Clarity Restorer. After 
that, we used a gray pad on a 
low speed with Meguiar’s World 
Class Carnauba Plus Premium 
Liquid Wax. It was quite an 
improvement! 

We updated the headlights to 
halogens, installed new chrome 
wiper blades and a dummy rear 
antenna to balance it off. We also 
changed the parking and blinker 
lenses from white to amber for 
safety. 

 

Full-size Chevrolets of this period 
are known for excessive roll and 
oscillation, especially after 
crossing bumps. We replaced the 
rear coil springs with heavy-duty 
springs from Global West. These 
coil springs have been measured 
and tested to provide proper 
spring rates to eliminate the 
bobble and bounce, delivering a 
great ride with responsive 
handling.  

To control the body roll, we 
added a Hellwig 1-inch-diameter 
high-performance 4140 chromoly 
solid-steel front sway bar. We 
also added a Hellwig 7/8-inch-
diameter high-performance CNC 
mandrel-bent DOM rear steel 
sway bar. 

My wife Pam and I love attending 
car shows and seeing the variety 
of classic cars on display. We 
especially enjoy meeting the 
people that drive these cars, 
always a good time. Now we can 
do just that with our own ’60 
Chevy. 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/news/newproducts/car-week-1960-chevrolet-biscayne/attachment/1960-chevy3
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/news/newproducts/car-week-1960-chevrolet-biscayne/attachment/1960-chevy7
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10 SUPRISING FACTS 

ABOUT AMERICAN 

MUSCLE CARS                
Story & Photos by Ben Stewart 

(popularmechanics.com) 

 
Because America loves speed. 
 

 

America loves speed. The 
1960s and 1970s might have 
produced the wildest and rarest 
muscle cars packing giant 
torque-rich V-8s, but the 1980s 
brought its share of powerful 
machines to the street, too—
cars that were quick and met 
the more stringent emissions 
controls. And behind the 
horsepower there are some 
surprising stories. 

1 
1968 Ford Mustang Shelby 

GT500 
 

 

The first two years of Carroll 
Shelby's Mustangs are the 
most desirable to many 
Mustang purists. Those 1965 
and 1966 GT 350s were light, 
simply styled, and perfect for 
track work. But the later 1967 
and 1968 cars offered more fun 
under the hood and were the 
machines of choice if you 
wanted to win drag races. 

For the first time, '67 to '68 GT 
500 Shelby’s came with 355-hp 
428-cubic-inch big-block power 
under the hood. Car testers of 
the day saw quarter-mile time 
slips in the mid-to-low 14-
second bracket—quick for the 
day. The Shelby Mustangs 
received more scoops and 
flashier styling than the older 
cars to match the new-found 
power and torque. And the 
even quicker KR (King of the 
Road) high-performance model 
was available in 1968 too. 

Little-Known Fact: The 1967 
Shelby Mustangs used Mercury 
Cougar tail lamps, but the 1968 
models used lamps from the '66 
Ford Thunderbird. 

2 
1984 Chevy Corvette 

 

 

The third generation of 
America's sports car, the 
Corvette, had an incredibly long 
run: 1968 to 1982. So, when it 
came time for GM to launch the 
next-generation C4 Corvette, 
there was wild speculation 
about the car. Some predicted 
it would use a midengined 
chassis, like an Italian exotic. 
And others thought it might use 
a rotary engine, like Mazda's. 

In the end, the next Vette 
wasn't radical. It still had a 
small-block Chevy V-8 up front 
driving the rear wheels. That 
first year, it cranked out a 
meager 205 hp. But after a 

switch to a new, tuned port 
fuel-injection system in later 
years, horsepower jumped—
and so did performance. Five 
years later, Chevy debuted the 
first ultra-performance Vette 
since the 1960s: the 375-hp 
ZR-1. 

Little-Known Fact: There is no 
production 1983 Corvette. 
Although 1982 was the last year 
for the third-generation Corvette, 
Chevy decided to wait until the 
1984 model year to launch the all-
new car. Why? Some sources 
claim tighter emissions regulations 
necessitated more time for 
development. Others say that 
quality glitches at the factory were 
the real reason. All we know is 
every 1983 Corvette prototype was 
destroyed, except one: a white car 
that now lives at the National 
Corvette Museum in Bowling 
Green, Ky. 

3 
1969 Dodge Charger Daytona 
 

 

The 1969 Dodge Daytona and 
its sibling, the 1970 Plymouth 
Super bird, are arguably the 
most radical vehicles to emerge 
from the muscle car wars. But 
the Daytona, as the name might 
suggest, wasn't designed for 
street racing. It was built to win 
Nascar races on the 
superspeedways—the longest 
and fastest tracks. 

To increase top speed, 
engineers took the Charger to 
the wind tunnel. The 
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aerodynamic modifications to 
the big Dodge included a nearly 
2-foot-tall rear wing, a flush 
rear window, and a longer, 
sloped nose cone. The results 
were impressive. The race 
version of the Daytona became 
the first car in Nascar history to 
break 200 mph. After numerous 
Dodge wins in 1969 and some 
by Plymouth in 1970, Nascar's 
new rule book banned these 
cars. The production cars, 
which came packing a 440 big-
block or the legendary 426 
Hemi, are sought-after collector 
cars today that bring more than 
$150,000 at auctions. 

Little-Known Fact: The Daytona's 
aerodynamic modifications over a 
those of a standard Charger 
helped lower the coefficient of drag 
to 0.28—an excellent figure even 
by today's standards. But did that 
huge rear wing really need to be so 
tall to maximize rear-end 
downforce? According to legend, 
no. The reason for the 
exaggerated height of the wing 
was so that the trunk lid on the 
production cars could pass 
underneath it and fully open. 

 

 

4 
1970 Oldsmobile 442 

 

 

The 442 (which gets its name 
from its four-barrel carburetor, 
four-speed manual, and dual 
exhausts) was based on the 
Cutlass and become the hot 
muscle machine for the 
Oldsmobile division. It shared 
its platform with two other hot 
GM machines, the Chevy 
Chevelle SS and the Pontiac 
GTO. And like the GTO, the 
442 was only a trim level at the 
beginning. But by 1970, you 
could get a huge 455-cubic-
inch big-block V-8. And when 
equipped with the even more 
potent W30 parts, the motor 
made 360 hp and a whopping 
500 lb-ft of torque. It could hit 
60 mph in less than 6 seconds, 
which was very quick for the 
time—especially for an Olds. 

 

Little-Known Fact: Actor James 
Garner raced a beefed-up 1970 
Olds 442 in the NORRA Mexico 
1000 (a precursor to the Baja 

1000), where it won second in 
class. The Goodyear Grabber, as it 
was known, was built by legendary 
Baja-race-vehicle guru Vic Hickey 
and sponsored by Goodyear tires. 
The vehicle was recently restored 
and put up for sale. 

5 
1978 Pontiac Firebird Trans 

Am 
 

 

By the late 1970s, muscle car 
performance was a mere 
shadow of what it had been 
years earlier. The latest 
emissions controls, combined 
with high gas prices and 
stratospheric insurance costs, 
caused most automakers to 
severely dial back horsepower. 

But not Pontiac. The Trans-Am 
had been riding a new wave of 
popularity since its starring role 
in the movie Smokey and the 
Bandit. For the 1978 model 
year, Pontiac added to the 
excitement by actually 
increasing the horsepower of its 
top-level Trans Am from 200 to 
220. The brand also developed 
a special handling package 
called the WS6 that added a 
sport-tuned suspension, wider 
8-inch wheels, new tires, and 
quicker steering. The result was 
a Pontiac Trans-Am that was 
actually quicker and handled 
better around a track than the 
Chevy Corvette. 

Little-Known Fact: The Pontiac's 
T-top roof, which first became an 
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option in 1976, was as close as a 
buyer could get to a convertible 
Trans Am. These lift-out roof 
sections were initially made by 
Hurst and were known as the Hurst 
Hatch. The problem was, they 
leaked. This led Pontiac to develop 
its own T-tops within GM's Fisher 
body division and launch the option 
midway through the 1978 model 
year. So, some '78 Firebirds have 
Hurst T-tops and others have the 
Fisher units. You can spot the 
difference because the Fisher 
glass roof panels are larger than 
the Hurst Hatch ones. 

6 
1969 Ford Mustang Boss 429 

 

 

In the late 1960s and early 
1970s, Nascar was in its golden 
age. Automakers took the 
business of stock-car racing 
seriously and would dream up 
engines and bodywork for 
racing that were often too wild 
for the street. All the 
automakers needed to do was 
sell 500 of these radical cars 
and they could run them in 
Nascar. 

The Boss 429 Mustang was just 
such a beast. Although the 
Mustang didn't compete in 
Nascar, the 375-hp 429-cubic-
inch V-8 under its hood was 
designed specifically for racing 
and built to rev to 6000 rpm. 
The problem was, this motor 
did not perform well on the 
street. It was slower than the 
other big-block Mustangs at the 
time. The Nascar-bound V-8 

was monstrously large and did 
not fit in a stock Mustang's 
engine bay. So, Ford 
contracted Kar Kraft in 
Brighton, Mich., to handle the 
job. The company relocated the 
shock towers, widened the 
track of the front end using 
unique componentry, relocated 
the battery to the trunk, and 
fitted a smaller brake booster—
all to make room for this 
beastly powerplant to fit in the 
Mustang. Today, the rarity and 
mystique behind the Boss 429 
has pushed values at auction 
well beyond $200,000. 

Little-Known Fact: There were 
actually three different 429 engines 
installed in the Boss 429 between 
'69 and '70. The hardcore "S-
Code" was installed in early cars 
and filled with race-duty parts. But 
the S-Code had warranty 
problems, reportedly because of 
an incorrect assembly process. So, 
the "T-Code" with lighter-duty parts 
was used in some cars. The later 
"A-Code" version of the 429, 
equipped with smog equipment 
and a new valvetrain, appeared 
toward the end of production. 

7 
1970 Chevy Chevelle LS6 

 

 

When GM relaxed its 
longstanding rule forbidding 
engines larger than 400 cubic 
inches to be installed in midsize 
cars, it set off a muscle frenzy 
across the company's divisions. 
Oldsmobile put the huge 455-
cubic-inch into its 442, and 

Chevy installed a unique 454-
cubic-inch V-8, the LS6, into its 
Chevelle SS. 

A conservative estimate of the 
LS6's power puts it at 450 hp 
and 500 lb-ft of torque. But 
thanks to its high 11.25:1 
compression ratio and giant 
Holley 780 CFM carb, the LS6's 
real output in the Chevelle SS 
was closer to 500 hp, many 
experts claim. Our pals at Car 
and Driver tested one in 1970 
and found it hit 60 mph in just 
5.4 seconds, running through 
the quarter-mile in 13.8 
seconds. And that was with the 
skinny low-grip tires of the day; 
that same car with modern 
rubber would be much quicker. 
The LS6 carries the highest 
factory horsepower rating of all 
muscle cars. 

 

Little-Known Fact: The Chevrolet 
Corvette has always been Chevy's 
top performance car. And up until 
the LS6, GM wouldn't allow any 
other Chevy to carry a horsepower 
rating higher than that of the 
Corvette. But somehow that stance 
was relaxed for 1970—the highest 
horsepower engine you could get 
in a 1970 Corvette was a 390-hp 
LS5 454. An LS7 was planned with 
465 hp, but it was never officially 
sold. So why no LS6? An LS6 
Corvette was offered for 1971, but 
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its potency slipped (at least 
officially) to 425 hp. 

8 
1969 Pontiac GTO Judge 

 

 

Pontiac owned the muscle 
scene in the early 1960s. In 
fact, the 1964 Pontiac GTO is 
widely regarded as the very 
first of the breed. But by 1968, 
that car had plenty of 
competition. The thought within 
Pontiac was to make a cheaper 
version of the GTO with a 
smaller 350-cubic-inch engine 
called the ET (for "elapsed 
time") a drag-racing term. 

Pontiac boss John DeLorean 
didn't like that idea. To him, no 
GTO could have an engine that 
small. Instead, the team built a 
car one step up from the 
regular GTO. DeLorean himself 
named the car after a popular 
skit on the TV show Rowan and 
Martin's Laugh-In. The Judge 
featured the 360-hp Ram Air III 
engine standard, but buyers 
could also opt for the more 
hardcore 370-hp Ram Air IV. 
The rarest of all were the GTO 
Judge Ram Air IV 
convertibles—only five were 
built in 1969. 

Little-Known Fact: The original 
TV commercial for the Judge 
featured the rock band Paul 
Revere and the Raiders singing 
about the GTO out on a dry 
lakebed. According to the 
book Pontiac Pizazz, by Jim 
Wangers and Art Fitzpatrick, the 
lead singer, Mark Lindsay, was a 

car guy and loved the Judge, so he 
wrote a song about it. Wangers 
claims this commercial is 
considered one of the earliest 
rock-music videos. 

9 
1969 COPO Camaro 

 

 

Chevrolet's Central Office 
Production Order (COPO) 
system was designed for fleet 
sales; it was intended to spec 
out heavy-duty suspensions for 
cop cars and stain-proof 
interiors for taxicabs. But 
enterprising dealers with the 
right connections, such as 
Yenko Chevrolet in 
Pennsylvania, figured out that 
Camaros could be ordered this 
way, too. And given the right 
order codes, the dealer could 
spec out a fire-breathing 
monster of a Camaro that 
Chevy didn't really want you to 
own. The production order 9561 
specified a 427 big-block V-8 
rated at 425 hp—just like a 
Vette. But the even rarer COPO 
9560 called for an all-aluminum 
ZL-1 427 V-8. Though this 
engine was rated with just 5 
more hp, it was widely known 
that this race-spec engine 
delivered more like 550 hp. 
Only 69 ZL-1 Camaros were 
built, and these cars command 
prices in the $400,000 range at 
an auction 

Little-Known Fact: The aluminum 
ZL-1 427 V-8 in the 9560 COPO 
Camaro is essentially a race 

engine. Chevy originally developed 
these 427 motors for the Chaparral 
racing team to use in the Can Am 
series. There are no external 
emblems on a ZL-1 Camaro that 
let you know what's under the 
hood—only plain-vanilla Camaro 
badges. 

10 
1987 Buick GNX 

 

 

Long after the big block V-8-
powered muscle cars of the 
1960s and 1970s went, Buick 
brought back some of that 
magic in the 1980s. The Buick 
GNX, based on the Grand 
National (which is itself a hot-
rod version of the Regal 
coupe), was equipped with a 
potent, turbocharged V-6. The 
GNX package brought the 
Grand National's horsepower 
from 245 up to 276. Car and 
Driver tested one in 1987 and 
recorded a 0-to-60-mph time of 
just 4.6 seconds, making it one 
of the quickest cars on the 
market. Buick made only 547 of 
these black beasts. Many were 
squirreled away into storage as 
investments. 

Little-Known Fact: Buick had 
quite a few of these engines left 
over when it stopped production of 
the GNX—so Pontiac picked up 
the turbo V-6s and put them in the 
1989 20th Anniversary Trans Am. 
It was conservatively rated at just 
250 hp, but true GM enthusiasts 
knew the potential that lay under 
the hood of that Trans Am. 
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CLASSIC CAR REVIEW  

1964 MERCURY 
MARAUDER                         

Story & Photos by Martyn W. Green 
(oldcarsweekly.com) 

 

I am the proud owner and 
caretaker of a 1964 Park Lane 
Marauder. I enjoy taking my car 
to local shows, meeting and 
talking with lots of interesting 
people. 

I started working at a chicken 
farm just up the road from my 
parents’ house in 1971 when I 
was 13 years old and worked 
there for over 5 years. Figured I 
needed a job and income. I 
thought I was doing pretty good 
making 90 cents per hour after 
school, weekends and during the 
summer. 

I had my first car, a 1963 Renault 
R8 before I turned 16 and kept 
that car until I was 19. 

 

The farmer that I worked for 
owned the Mercury for as long as 
I knew him and I always admired 

the car. If I am right, George told 
me he was the second owner 
and the car originally came from 
Texas, but I am not certain about 
that. 

George had two sons and sold 
the Mercury to his youngest son, 
Steve. Steve also had a 1965 
Mustang fastback, with a three-
speed six-cylinder at the same 
time; not a fast car, but I always 
loved the lines. 

The summer I graduated from 
high school, I went to work one 
day and saw a Pinto at the farm 
with the Mercury and Mustang. 
Steve decided to move into the 
city and thought the Pinto was a 
better match for parking on the 
city streets with its big rubber 
bumper protectors. He said he 
was going to sell the Mustang 
and the Mercury. My heart sank, 
as two of my favorite cars were 
heading off to new owners. 

I asked how much the Mustang 
was, and Steve told me he 
wanted $200 for the car. I 
couldn’t wait to get home and 
convince my parents that the 
Mustang was the perfect car for 
me. I begged my parents to let 
me buy the car, and explained to 
my dad how easy it would be for 
him to “help me” put a 289 and 
four-speed in the car, and I was 
certain he had the ability to give it 
a fresh paint job in the back yard. 
I know he saw how much he was 
going to be expected to do and 
wanted nothing to do with the 
project. Dad said “That is a Ford 
son, you don’t want to buy that.” 
Dad was a Mopar guy at the 
time, as Mom had a 1964 
Plymouth Sport Fury and he had 
a Fury III. I was told my Renault 
was just fine and I could not buy 
the Mustang. 

I later found out the Mustang was 
sold to a high school aged kid in 
the mountains, and he did exactly 
what I wanted to do, but with a 
larger motor. The car did not last 
four weeks with him at the wheel 
and was lost forever when he hit 
a tree. It was a very sad ending 
to a beautiful car with so much 
potential. The kid was OK, but 
the car was totaled. His dad 
figured the Mustang was too light 
in the rear and bought him a 
Camaro instead. (Not sure his 
dad was very sharp.)  The kid did 
the same thing to the Camaro, so 
dad his wised up and bought a 
409 Chevy. The kid forgot to use 
the clutch and blew that one up. I 
hope he is driving Steve’s old 
Pinto now. 

 

I was sad, but did not press my 
parents about the car. However, 
the following week Steve told me 
the Mercury was also for sale. I 
couldn’t wait to get home to relay 
the news that the Mercury was 
for sale, but at a much higher 
price. Steve wanted $500 for the 
car. When Dad got home from 
work I told him the Mercury was 
for sale and asked if I could buy 
it. The response surprised me. 
Dad told me I should buy the car 
before someone else did. I 
paused and then told my him that 
a Mercury was still a Ford. He 
said “Yes son, but that is a 
GOOD Ford. I worked on it for 
George and Steve and it’s a good 
car.” About one week later it was 
in our driveway along with my 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-mercury-marauder/attachment/1964-merc-1
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-mercury-marauder/attachment/1964-merc-4
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-mercury-marauder/attachment/1964-merc-3
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mom’s very pretty Sport Fury. It 
was a good-looking driveway, I 
thought. At the age of 17 I was 
the owner of a very classy car. 

The car was not perfect, but 
looked so striking with the 
“fastback” roof line, black paint, 
bright stainless-steel trim and 
white bucket seat interior. 

When not working, my future wife 
and I spent a lot of time cleaning 
the beautiful interior and trying to 
polish the black paint. Having 
been stored at a chicken farm 
under a three-sided building for 
many years. the car was exposed 
to a myriad of roosting loose 
chickens each night. The 
resulting acid stains were very 
bad for the paint, but my lack of 
funds prevented any serious 
thought of a new paint job. 

 

In the fall of 1975, at the age of 
17, I headed off to the local 
community college. My father 
was a working-class man and did 
not have the money to send me 
to a big school. He thought that I 
should keep working part time 
and pay for my tuition at the 
community college. Dad said that 
if I paid the tuition I would get 
more out of my education, have 

more incentive to get good 
grades, and stay in school. He 
did, however, offer a deal. My 
parents had an Agway hand 
crank gas pump at the end of the 
driveway, and my dad told me 
that if I kept up my grades and 
paid tuition like I promised, he 
would pay for the gas to go to 
school and my part-time job until 
I got out of college. 

 

At that time, I still had the 
Renault along with the Mercury, 
but the Mercury was much more 
fun to drive, so it took me off to 
college almost daily. I was 
snagging the gas pump keys out 
of the old plastic Parkay dish on 
top of the refrigerator and 
backing up to the gas pump 
about every two nights. One 
evening I came home and Dad 
was sitting at the kitchen table 
with paper, pencil, and a 
calculator. He’d figured out that 
he was not making out so good 
on his gas deal with me. He did 
keep his promise, but asked me 
to please drive the Renault a few 
days a week. In the end, it would 
have been less expensive for him 
to have paid my tuition for two 
years. 

Earlier, when I was 15, my father 
had told me I could have his 
1939 Chevrolet pickup when I 
turned 16. I was convinced he 
would help me hot rod it because 
it was way too far gone to 
restore. By the time I was 16, 
Dad had a convenient memory 

lapse and did not remember the 
conversation about the pickup. 
Regardless, I reminded everyone 
I knew that the old hulk rusting 
away in the side yard was mine. 
The truck sat for many years at 
my parents’ house just down the 
road from the chicken farm and 
never was cared for or hot 
rodded. 

In the early 1990s a friend of 
mine asked to buy the truck 
because he had a 472-cubic inch 
Cadillac motor he just had to put 
in the truck. He came to the 
house and measured where the 
straight-six was and said the 472 
would fit fine. He told me that if I 
gave him the truck and paid for 
the supplies, he and his friends 
would paint the Mercury because 
it really needed a paint job. Dad 
paid $1000 for the truck about 30 
years before, gave it to me for 
free and it did not take long to 
figure out it was a pretty good 
deal for me. 

 

We loaded the truck and car onto 
rollbacks and off they went to 
remote barn two counties away 
to be painted by a few good old 
boys. I got the car back a few 
months later, the cracked lacquer 
paint and acid stains all sanded 
down and covered with fresh jet-
black paint. I owed my friend 
$250 for the paint materials and 
the title to the pickup. I thought 
that was a very good deal as I 
could not afford a paint job any 
other way. The paint is now 25 
years old and looks very good. 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1964-mercury-marauder/attachment/1964-merc-2
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The interior of my car is original. I 
replaced the carpet about the 
same time the car got painted. 
People are amazed at the 
condition of the interior. 

Basically, the car is original with 
the exception of the 25-year old 
paint and the rebuilt motor, done 
in 1998. All of the stainless steel 
and chrome are original. 

I did some research, and if what I 
found is correct, there were only 
2,721 Mercury Park Lane 
Marauders with the 63C fastback 
body style and Sport Option 
bucket seat interior. My car has 
the FE Super Marauder, 390-
cubic inch, V-8 with four-barrel 
carburetor and Merc-O-Matic 
floor shift automatic. This big-
block Z-Code 390 is rated for 300 
hp and 427 ft.-lbs. of torque. 

 

I have had many offers on my car 
but it will never be for sale. I have 
owned this car for 42 years now 
and it is part of me and my 
identity. It is my responsibility to 
make sure it is taken care of. I 
have willed the car to friends of 
mine, and asked that it be 
donated to the AACA Museum in 
Hershey. It is nowhere near 
perfect, but hopefully it can be 
appreciated, admired and cared 
for. It will be like going home for 
my Marauder, as the museum is 
only a half-mile from the chicken 
farm that it came from in 1975. 
The farm is no longer there, but 
the Mercury is going strong 53 
years after it rolled out of the 
factory. 

CAMARO MORPHS INTO 
PONTIAC GTO “THE 

JUDGE”                             
Story by (gearheads.org) 

Before you go ahead and get on 
your high horse, everyone knows 
already. Pontiac is dead. 

But, even though the brand isn’t 
around to create new models, 
there are plenty of aficionados 
around to replicate plenty of 
memorable Pontiac models. And 
even more people who 
appreciate them. 

 

Take the Pontiac GTO “The 
Judge” for instance. There are 
many boomers around who recall 
the release of the special edition 
in 1969, with the rally wheels 
sans chrome rings, the Ram Air 
engine, and the Hurst shifter. It 
was pretty nice for a stripped 
down GTO, but didn’t last too 
long in production. 

Fond memories come flooding 
back when those same people 
see this Pontiac GTO “The 
Judge”, based on a fifth 
generation Camaro. A company 
by the name of Trans Am Depot 
has given us a car with the 
telltale signs of The Judge. The 
split grille with hidden headlights, 
the decal in front of the front 
wheel, and the sweeping body 
lines leading to the chunky, 
molded trunk lid and rear 
bumper. 

This sexy beast is available in 
three packages, all with a 
supercharger. Output ranges 
from 500 hp to 650 hp in the top 
model. Count me in! 

Don’t like it? Who are you to 
‘Judge’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 WEIRDO CARS THAT 
COULD HAVE ONLY 

COME FROM THE 1970’S                             
Story by (gearheads.org) 

http://gearheads.org/the-1969-pontiac-trans-am-the-dmv-disassembled/
https://gearheads.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Pontiac-GTO-Camaro.jpg
http://gearheads.org/1969-pontiac-gto-judgemental/
http://gearheads.org/1969-pontiac-gto-judgemental/
http://gearheads.org/pontiac-gto-judge/
http://gearheads.org/pontiac-gto-judge/
https://gearheads.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Pontiac-GTO-Camaro-2.png


P a g e  | 27 

 

The 1970s were not a golden age 
for automobiles. More cars 
missed the mark than hit it. Here 
are 7 of the worst offenders from 
this period in auto history. 

The days were over when 
carmakers could churn out cars 
that were just slight updates from 
the previous model year and rake 
in large profits as a result. There 
were now safety standards that 
needed to be met, the 
requirement to convert all 
engines from running on leaded 
to unleaded fuel, and the 
reductions demanded of tailpipe 
emissions ate into their profits at 
a voracious rate. Not having 
money to invest in new models, 
or not having enough money to 
launch new models properly 
throughout the 1970s was a 
consistent. The net result are 
cars we see today as failures or 
jokes on which companies were 
actually pinning their futures. 

 

1977 – 1978 Ford Pinto 
Cruising Wagon 

The 70s were the peak of the van 
customization trend. But big, full-
sized vans had a voracious 
appetite for gasoline. Ford 
planners thought they could 
reach the van market with a 
factory-customized frugal Ford 
Pinto wagon. The conversion 
was based on the panel van 
version of the wagon (no side 

windows, until the bubble window 
was installed), with groovy 
graphics and “styled” wheels. 
The rear cargo area was covered 
in the same carpet as the wagon 
– you had to add your own shag 
carpeting, water bed, and disco 
ball. 

 

 

1974 – 1976 Bricklin SV-1 

In what should have been a 
cautionary tale to John 
DeLorean’s DMC, Malcolm 
Bricklin, the man who brought 
Subaru to the US, wanted to 
build his own sports car. He 
needed a cheap place to build it, 
and the plant ended up in New 
Brunswick, Canada (DMC would 
set-up in Northern Ireland), used 
parts off existing AMC cars (DMC 
used Renault), had problematic 
gullwing doors, production and 
quality issues, and the general 
inability to produce enough cars 
to achieve profitability. In an 
ironic twist, the Canadian 
government sold a 
commemorative coin and stamp 
of the Bricklin, which was more 
successful than the car itself. 

 

1970 – 1972 Honda Z600 Coupe 

Honda had brought to America 
two other version of its 600 series 
cars, the tiny but entertaining 
S600 sports cars (now highly 
collectible) and the Mini Cooper-
ish N600 sub-compact car. As 
there were no Honda Automobile 
dealers until the launch of the 
Civic for the 1973 model year, 
the 600 cars were sold by Honda 
Motorcycle dealers. Not 
surprising, really, considering that 
the cars were powered by a 36 
hp 600cc twin engine.  What set 
the Z600 Coupe apart from its 
siblings was its styling, looking all 
the world like a brightly-colored 
basketball shoe. The oversized 
rubber strip around the rear 
window didn’t help its 
appearance, and it may well have 
been Honda’s first experience 
that Americans didn’t share the 
same sense of whimsy about 
their cars as did their Japanese 
counterparts. 

 

 

1974 – 1978 Datsun F-10 

Datsun enthusiasts and dealers 
alike were scratching their heads 
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of the appearance of the 1974 F-
10. After all, Datsun had brought 
the 1600/2000 convertible sports 
car, the 240Z GT car, the 510 
sports sedans to the US, and all 
were great-looking, easy to sell 
cars. Now comes Nissan’s first 
FWD model for the US market. 
On paper, the car was fine. 
1400cc A14 engine, front wheel 
drive, manual and semi-
automatic transmission, four-
wheel independent suspension. 
But the exterior looked like the 
vision of the car of the future from 
a bad sci fi movie. Nissan had a 
few more stumbles before it got 
its act together (like the first 
200SX) before once again 
becoming the manufacturer of 
some of the most well-designed 
cars in their categories. 

 

1975 – 1979 Chrysler Cordoba 

The fuel crisis of the early ’70s 
hits and Chrysler has to find a 
way to push cars based on its B-
Body platform, which had been 
around since 1962. The strategy 
selected was to pursue the most 
upscale buyers and load the cars 
with every imaginable 
feature. While the car was small 
versus what Chrysler had been 
producing, it was no small car, 
particularly one that was targeted 
at a driver and a single 
passenger. Chrysler landed on 
the name Cordoba, both a city in 
Spain and a coin in Argentina. 
The entire styling, inside and out, 
was of a very Spanish baroque 

style, giving one the impression 
they’re sitting in a dark booth in a 
Spanish restaurant. All they 
needed were bull fighting posters 
on roll-down shades. What drove 
this car from irony to out-and-out 
comedy was the hiring of 
Mexican actor Ricardo 
Montauban (Fantasy Island). Any 
mention of “rich Corinthian 
leather” is certain to draw a 
chuckle for anyone around while 
the Cordoba ads were shown on 
TV. 

 

1978 Ford Mustang II King 
Cobra 

So, you’re a Ford executive and 
no one is taking seriously that the 
Pinto-based compact car you’re 
selling is really a Mustang. You 
shoe-horn in a 302 V8, which 
between the de-rating from SAE 
Gross to SAE Net and power 
losses related to emissions 
controls and the use of unleaded 
gas produces a pathetic 133 hp.  
OK, better yet, take that same 
car, add zero upgrades, not even 
better shocks, and sticker the 
crap out of the car and call it 
(gasp!) a King Cobra. Calling it a 
Cobra was like selling a customer 
Filet Mignon but giving them 
ground chuck. Only because of 
the strength of the Cobra’s 
history and the fact that no one 
paid attention to the Mustang II 
probably helped minimize the 
damage. 

 

1975 – 1980 AMC Pacer 

When carmakers are in dire 
straits they often go for the “Hail 
Mary” play and hope for the best. 
AMC looked at its competition, 
and saw both GM and Ford 
struggling with their compact 
cars, but the Japanese 
manufacturers were doing very 
well. What AMC found was that 
Americans like small cars, liked 
the reliability of Japanese cars, 
but found the cars too small. (By 
the way, that’s due to laws in 
Japan to determine the maximum 
width of a car. Early imports to 
the US were still built to that rule, 
but now there are different 
models for Japan and the 
US). AMC decided to build the 
Pacer, a big small car for 
Americans. Short in length but 
wide in width. And power it with a 
Wankel engine. The two possible 
rotary engine suppliers dropped 
out and AMC installed its 
venerable six. In the end, the 
styling was just a little too far out 
and AMC didn’t have the market 
power to convince buyers to even 
come into their (limited) 
dealerships to test drive the cars. 
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SWAP SHOP 
 

 
Swap Shop ads are taken from James Valley 

Street Machine members, NDSRA “Street 

Talking” magazine, “Cars for Sale in 
Jamestown” on Facebook. 

WANTED: Pair of early Dodge 
('53-'57) Hemi valve covers.Greg, 
Ph.701-838-
7771, rattrod39@outlook.com 

 
WANTED: 55-59 short box 
Chevy/GMC pickup. Drive train 
not needed, body fair condition. 
Dan @ 701-741-
3706, dgowan@crystalsugar.com
. Fargo 

 
WANTED: 1963-64 Chrysler 14-
inch std. steel wheel for spare, 
RH front fender mounted radio 
antenna and L and R front door 
key locks (exterior), keys not 
required. Call Jim @701-293-
5335 (Fargo) leave message and 
number 

 
WANTED: 1957-1972 Ford step 
side short box. If you have a 
complete step side short box that 
you would part with, please call 
Scott at 218-684-1250 or 701-
751-2899. 

 
WANTED: ‘53 Olds left fender 88 
or 98 will work, complete. Green 

would be a bonus! Dallas 701-
436-6399 

 
WANTED: 1955-59 step-side 
pickup. Must be all complete, 
ready to drive. Prefer: Chevy 
Apache, 350 CU or less, no 6 cyl, 
color of red, white, and blue, auto 
trans, hwy gears. Call or text 
Duane 701-425-5358 

 
WANTED: Cruise control 
vacuum servo (350 engine) for a 
1974 Monte Carlo. Bill 701-720-
7183 

 
WANTED: 1959 Impala steering 
wheel. (Good Condition) Horn 
ring also if possible. Myron 701-
367-9070 

 
WANTED: Running/good 392 
Hemi and a 1957/58 Chrysler 
parts car. Mark #767, 701-799-
5090 

 
WANTED: 4.3 Chevy V-6 
carbureted w/ fuel pump on 
block. Dave 701-274-
8975 WANTED: ‘68 Chevy C10 
Short wheel base pickup. Would 
prefer a project, but will consider 
anything? Nate 701-471-3350 

 
WANTED: ‘51 Cadillac 2 door 
project car. Any condition will be 
considered. Nate 701-471-3350 

 
WANTED: 1966 or 1967 Ford 
Fairlane 2 door hard top in really 
good condition. E-
mail lg31811@yahoo.comPhone 
218-207-8150 Ask for Dennis. 

 
FOR SALE: Enclosed car trailer. 
20 ft. 701-527-6393 

 
FOR SALE: Set of NOS 1933 
ND license plates in original 
envelope. 701-527-6393 

 
FOR SALE: Car caddy in good 
condition. 701-527-6393 

 

FOR SALE: Floor model glass 
polisher. 701-527-6393 

 
FOR SALE: 1953 Chevy front 
fender R+L. Really good 
condition. 701-527-6393 

 
FOR SALE: 1941 Olds Coupe, 
350 HO/350, 3:08 gears, PS, disc 
brakes, AC/heat, recaro bucket 
seats and much more, super 
driver, appraised at 18K sell at 
12K - Gary (701)367-0976 

 
FOR SALE 2000 Nissan pickup, 
AZ truck, AC, PS, PB, 4 cyl 5 
speed, 2 WD, no rust $2500 firm; 
Gary (701)367-0976 

 
FOR SALE: awd srdet20 Nissan 
pulsar engine with tranny and 
harness and 1987 pulsar body, 
call Bruce Rittel at 701-425-2663, 
or viking1130@msn.com 

 
FOR SALE: 1946 Int’l custom 
pickup. Licensed ‘48’ but front 
clip and everything else looks like 
a 46. Was on the cover of 
NDSRA in both Mar – Apr 2017 
and July – Aug 2016. A lot of 
custom touches and gets a lot of 
attention where ever you go with 
it. Has been in ‘World of Wheels’ 
in Winnipeg and took 2nd in truck 
class. Some ‘Best of Shows’ in 
300 plus car shows. SERIOUS 
BUYERS call 701-261-9071. 

 
FOR SALE: 1953 Ford Victoria, 
Customized. Nosed – decked – 
electric door locks. 351 W AOD 
Transmission. $20,000. 
Negotiable. Call Ken at 701-220-
4166 

 
FOR SALE: 2005 18-foot Scamp 
camper, fully loaded, used very 
little, AC, furnace, water heater, 
stool/shower, awning extra 
stabilizing jacks, new tires in 
2015, table lowers to bed. 
$10,000 OBO motivated seller. 
Joe Speer 218-790-6434 
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FOR SALE 1953 Ford Victoria, 
customized, nosed - decked - 
electric door locks. 351 W AOD 
transmission. $20,000 
Negotiable. Ken 701-220-4166 

 
FOR SALE: ESAB 220Volt 
Plasma Arc Cutter. As new 
condition, only used a few times. 
Single or three phase operations. 
Complete with roller cart, extra 
consumables and manual. Hand 
held operation--very versatile. 
$1000 OBO. Ph.701 838-7771, 
email: rattrod39@outlook.com 

 
FOR SALE: 454 Chevy V-8, 
complete with Edelbrock manifold 
and carburetor, GM performance 
distributor, power steering pump, 
starter, fan, bell housing, 11" 
clutch. Less than 6000 miles 
since rebuild by Quality Engine 
and Machine, nice runner. $5000. 
Also have 4 Chevy rally wheels 
w/ center caps and trim rings, 
with 235 R 70-15 Goodrich tires, 
one extra rim for spare. All for 
$500. Jerry701-302-0264 

 
FOR SALE: Classic Roadster jig 
built 94" Cobra frame. Includes 
Mustang II front suspension, 
rebuilt power steering rack, wiring 
harness, oversized sway bars 
and some rear suspension parts. 
Sand blasted and primed. No 
body. Located in Williston. 
$2,500 
OBO. siberiansoftware@gmail.co
m or 701-577-1858 during 
business hours. 

 
FOR SALE: ‘35 ACRODS Chev 
3W, chopped, tubbed body, 
fenders, hood, boards, 
grille/shroud and engine/trans 
package with Roadster 
Shop/Heidts Super ride frame 
package, includes most stuff to 
complete, too much to list, tire 
and wheel package not included. 
$28,000 invested...serious offers 

only. NW MN. Randy 218-686-
5611, call or text 

 
FOR SALE: 1957 Chevrolet 
3200 long bed with a 283 ci & a 4 
spd. Restored to stock w/ a few 
exceptions. New everything. Ask 
for the build sheet. $15,000.00 
OBO. Jim 605-200-0366. Can 
send along photos. 

 
FOR SALE: 1966 Chevrolet C20 
stock long bed pickup. Has a 283 
ci & a 4 spd trans. New battery, 
brakes, Monroe shocks, 
electronic ignition, and brand-
new Cooper 10-ply tires w/ one-
piece steel wheels. I would 
include the original set of bias 
tires mounted on split rims. 
Asking $ 7,000.00 OBO. Jim 605-
200-0366. Can send along 
photos. 

 
INSPECTIONS: Vehicle 
inspections done at Dallas 
Kustoms in Hillsboro, ND. Call 
701-436-6399 
 

 

01/10 

James Valley Street Machines 

Meeting Night 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

01/13 

NDSRA 

Annual Meeting 

Minot, North Dakota 

01/27 

CAR SHOW 

Jamestown Classic Car Club 

Winter Car Show 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

 

02/14 

James Valley Street Machines 

Meeting Night 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

03/07 

James Valley Street Machines 

Meeting Night 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

03/09 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

03/10 Spring Lone Star Nationals 

03/11 Texas Motor Speedway 

  Fort Worth, Texas 

03/16 

NDSRA 

44th Annual Piston Ring 

World of Wheels Car Show 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

03/17 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

03/17 Spring Nationals 

03/18 Westworld of Scottsdale 

  Scottsdale, Arizona 

  GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

03/24 All American Get Together 

03/25 Alameda County Fairgrounds 

  Pleasanton, California 

04/06 CAR SHOW 

04/07 SE Street Rod Nationals 

04/08 Florida State Fairgrounds 

  Tampa, Florida 

04/06 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

04/07 Meguiar's Del Mar Nationals 

04/08 Del Mar Fairgrounds 

  Del Mar, California 

04/07 

NDSRA 

Toppers Car Show 

West Fargo, North Dakota 

04/11 

James Valley Street Machines 

Meeting Night 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

04/13 

James Valley Street Machines 

Season Opener at the Elks Club 

50's Costume Party & Hop 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

04/13 CAR SHOW 

04/14 SW Street Rod Nationals 

04/15 State Fair Park 

  Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

04/27 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

04/28 North Carolina Nationals 

04/29 North Carolina State Fairgrounds 

  Raleigh, North Carolina 

04/27 CAR SHOW 

04/28 Western Street Rod Nationals 

04/29 Kern County Fairgrounds 

  Bakersfield, California 

05/04 CAR SHOW 

05/05 Street Rod Nationals South 

05/06 
Chilowee Park & Exposition 

Centre 

  
Knoxville, Tennessee 
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05/09 

James Valley Street Machines 

Season Opener at the Elks Club 

50's Costume Party & Hop 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

  GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

05/11 Nashville Nationals 

05/12 Nissan Stadium 

  Nashville, Tennessee 

05/19 Jamestown Drag Racing Assoc 

& Airport 1/8 mile Drag Race 

05/20 Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/25 CAR SHOW 

05/26 Mid-America Street Rod Nat 

05/17 Ozark Empire Fairgrounds 

  Springfield, MO 

06/01 CAR SHOW & ROD RUN 

06/02 Devils Run 

06/03 Roosevelt Park 

  Devils Lake, North Dakota 

06/01 CAR SHOW 

06/02 Street Rod Nationals East 

06/03 York Expo Center 

  York, Pennsylvania 

  GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

06/02 Summer Get Together 

06/03 Alameda County Fairgrounds 

  Pleasanton, California 

06/06 

James Valley Street Machines 

Meeting Night 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

  GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

06/08 East Coast Nationals 

06/09 Duchess County Fairgrounds 

  Rhinebeck, New York 

06/09 

NDSRA 

Buggies-N-Blues 

Mandan, North Dakota 

06/13 

James Valley Street Machines 

60 Foot Experience Drag Race 

1st of 2 @ S&R Truck Plaza 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

06-

21 
James Valley Street Machines 

06/22 2018 Black Top Power Tour 

06/23 Taking it to South Dakota! 

06/24 Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/22 CAR SHOW 

06/23 Rocky Mountain SR Nationals 

06/24 Colorado State Fairgrounds 

  Pueblo, Colorado 

06/29 

NDSRA 

Lead foot Lanny Reunion 

& CAN-AM 

Carrington, North Dakota 

06/29 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

06/30 27th Heartland Nationals 

07/01 Iowa State Fairgrounds 

  Des Moines, Iowa 

07/06 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

07/07 GoodGuys PPG Nationals 

07/08 Ohio Expo Center 

  Columbus, Ohio 

07/11 

James Valley Street Machines 

Meeting Night 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/27 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

07/28 Pacific Northwest Nationals 

07/29 Washington State Fair Center 

  Puyallup, Washington 

08/02 CAR SHOW 

08/03 Street Rod Nationals 

08/04 Kentucky Exposition Center 

08/05 Louisville, Kentucky 

08/08 

James Valley Street Machines 

Meeting Night 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/29 

NDSRA 

Lead foot Lanny Reunion 

& CAN-AM 

Carrington, North Dakota 

08/15 

James Valley Street Machines 

60 Foot Experience Drag Race 

2nd of 2 @ S&R Truck Plaza 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/17 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

08/18 Great Northwest Nationals 

08/19 Spokane County Fair & Expo 

  Spokane, Washington 

08/23 James Valley Street Machines 

08/24 3rd Annual AMTRAK Trip 

08/25 Volo Auto Museum - Chicago 

08/26 Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/24 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

08/25 West Coast Nationals 

08/26 Alameda County Fairgrounds 

  Pleasanton, California 

09/05 

James Valley Street Machines 

Meeting Night 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/07 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

09/08 21st Colorado Nationals 

09/09 The Ranch Events Complex 

  Loveland, Colorado 

09/07 CAR SHOW 

09/08 Street Rod Nationals North 

09/09 Kalamazoo County Expo 

  Kalamazoo, Michigan 

09/14 CAR SHOW 

09/15 Northeast Street Rod Nationals 

09/16 Champlain Valley Exposition 

  Burlington, Vermont 

09/16 

James Valley Street Machines 

Club Picnic 

Little Yellowstone Park ND 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

 

09/28 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

09/29 26th Lone Star Nationals 

09/30 Texas Motor Speedway 

  Fort Worth, Texas 

10/12 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

10/13 1st Kentucky Nationals 

10/14 Kentucky Horse Park 

  Lexington, Kentucky 

10/07 

James Valley Street Machines 

Fall Harvest Cruise 

Sully's Hill & Ft. Totten 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

10/10 

James Valley Street Machines 

Meeting Night 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

  GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

10/19 25th Southeastern Nationals 

10/20 Charlotte Motor Speedway 

  Concord, North Carolina 

  GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

11/10 29th Autumn Get Together 

11/11 Alameda County Fairgrounds 

  Pleasanton, California 

11/16 GOODGUYS Rod & Custom 

11/17 21st Southwest Nationals 

11/28 Westworld of Scottsdale 

  Scottsdale, Arizona 

12/05 

James Valley Street Machines 

Christmas Extravaganza 

Prime Rib & Potato. 

Live Auction @ the KC's 
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