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LOOKING TOWARDS THE 

FUTURE:  

 

Written by Skovy 

What a busy 2013! There was so 

much accomplished. Our 

organization is growing at a 
staggering rate! 

 
Our Don Wilhelm, Inc. car show 

was a super success. 91 cars 
registered for consideration and 

there were around 6 cars that 

didn’t want to register but 
wanted to show off their cars. 25 

motorcycles were present. Later 
on in the “RUMBLER” I’ve posted 

some pictures of the event but 

there are much more. Go to our 

web site 

jamesvalleystreetmachines.com 
for a full assembly of pictures. 

There are so many people and 

organizations that we need to 
thank. The list is long but thank 

you to Tom Ravely for 
announcing and helping with 

advertising, the judges Craig 

Gaier, Brandon Johnson, Rick 
Erickson and Paul Jensen. I know 

you guys missed out the day 
evaluating but your hard work is 

appreciated and also it helps 

keep things running smoothly. 
And also, I want to thank Rod, 

Jeff Wilhelm and the whole Don 
Wilhelm team for stepping in and 

helping. Also, thank you 
REALTRUCK for bringing the 

STORM TRUCK, Stutsman Harley 

Davidson for bringing bikes, 
trophies, and sponsorship, 

Jamestown Drag Racing, Buffalo 
City Tourism, Jamestown 

Gymnastics, Jamestown 

Inflatables, and everybody that 
brought items to the swap meet, 

and so on. 

Here is the list of winners. There 
were so many “Show Stopper” 

cars at this show. I’m glad I 
didn’t have to choose. It would’ve 

been hard.  I have some pictures 

of the winners but with the 
Jamestown Speedway 

“STAMPEDE” happening, some 
people took off as soon as they 

received their trophy. My 

apologies. 

People’s Choice Awards 

(Bikes) 

1st Place Allan Anderson 1968 
Twisted Chopper Jamestown, ND 

2nd Place Gary Hart 1941 
Flathead Jamestown, ND 

3rd Place Buck Trader 1949 Ford 

Experimental Oriska, ND 
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People’s Choice Awards 

(Cars) 

1st Place Royce Nelson 1969 
Camaro Bismarck, ND 

2nd Place Paul Jensen 1949 Pro 
Street Jamestown, ND 

3rd Place Bruce Anderson 1969 

Chevelle Valley City, ND 
 

Show Stopper Awards 
(Bikes) 

1st Place Allan Anderson 2012 
Street King Jamestown, ND 

2nd Place Allan Anderson 1968 

Twisted Chopper Jamestown, ND 
3rd Place Gary Hart 1941 

Flathead Jamestown, ND 
 

Show Stopper Awards (Cars) 

1st Place Jeff Klundt 1957 Bel Air 
Gackle, ND 

2nd Place Gerald Ova 1957 Bel 
Air Buchanan, ND 

2nd Place Duane Kamphuis 1972 

GMC Pickup Mandan, ND 
3rd Place Royce Nelson 1969 

Camaro Bismarck, ND 
 

Our magazine is now recognized 
not only among automotive 

enthusiast but we are attracting 

regional recognition from our 
sister city of Valley City. Our 

“AROUND MILL HILL” article hit 
home to the people of Valley City 

and a news column was written. 

I’ve included the article in this 
months “RUMBLER”. How 

exciting! Keep up the good work. 

Well our Christmas party on 
December 17th is going to be our 

next big event. The 17th is on a 
Tuesday night. Again it will be at 

the KC Hall. Last year we had 

Prime Rib and all the fixings and 
it seemed to be a hit. Why ruin a 

good thing. This year we’ll be 
serving it again. After dinner 

there will be an auction. The 
proceeds from this auction are to 

cover expenses incurred in 2013. 

If you have anything you’d like to 

donate or know of a business or 

friends that would donate items 

let me know as soon as you can 
so I can mention them. Again, 

the cost will be $15.00 per 
person and $25.00 per couple. 

After the auction is complete, 

member Ron Schauer will 
entertain us with his DJ services. 

It seems to be a full night. I hope 
you all can attend. 

The meeting this month is going 

to be at the Quality Inn Tuesday 
October 15th at 7:00. Hope to see 

you there! 

Skovy 

MEMBERSHIP BIRTHDAY: 

OCTOBER 

Dawn Erdahl  10/01 

Sonia Johnson  10/01 
Adele Olson  10/02 

Connie Behm  10/12 

Mel Schoepp  10/14 
Gloria Moser  10/26 

Mike Gilbertson  10/31 
 
Miss your birthday? Please 
contact me at 701-202-7067 
whereas I can update your 
records. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 4 

3rd ANNUAL DON 

WILHELM INC, JAMES 

VALLEY STREET 

MACHINES & STUTSMAN 

HARLEY DAVIDSON CAR & 

BIKE SHOW 

  

SEPTEMBER 21, 2013 

People’s Choice Awards 
(Bikes) 

 
1st Place Allan Anderson 1968 

Twisted Chopper Jamestown, ND 

 
2nd Place Gary Hart 1941 
Flathead Jamestown, ND 

3rd Place Buck Trader 1949 Ford 

Experimental Oriska, ND 

 
People’s Choice Awards 

(Cars) 
1st Place Royce Nelson 1969 

Camaro Bismarck, ND 

2nd Place Paul Jensen 1949 Pro 
Street Jamestown, ND 

 
3rd Place Bruce Anderson 1969 
Chevelle Valley City, ND 

 
 

Show Stopper Awards 
(Bikes) 

1st Place Allan Anderson 2012 

Street King Jamestown, ND 

 
2nd Place Allan Anderson 1968 
Twisted Chopper Jamestown, ND 

 
3rd Place Gary Hart 1941 

Flathead Jamestown, ND 
 

Show Stopper Awards (Cars) 
1st Place Jeff Klundt 1957 Bel Air 

Gackle, ND 

 
2nd Place Gerald Ova 1957 Bel 
Air Buchanan, ND 

 
2nd Place Duane Kamphuis 1972 

GMC Pickup Mandan, ND 
3rd Place Royce Nelson 1969 

Camaro Bismarck, ND 
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RUMBLER MINISTRY  

SCOTT W. BLOCK 

 
 

Cars: Driving Less? 

It has been unintentional, but the 

first two columns I have written 
for the Rumbler had some 

reference to newspaper articles. 
Perhaps it was just God guiding 

me what to write about? I have 

to believe that to be true. And 
so, here again, is yet another 

column with a newspaper 
reference. Really, it is like these 

things just “come” to me. 

Perhaps, it is a sixth sense (no!), 
perhaps it is coincidence, or 

perhaps it is nothing at all. 

Perhaps….well I just don’t know. 

As I was perusing the Prairie Post 
(September 3, 2013) once again 
I was “tweaked” by another car 

article. This particular article had 
the headline, “Americans are 

driving less” with a subtitle of 
“Statistics show drivers not as 

into cruising.” 

Before I go any further, the first 

paragraph from the article 
written by Joan Lowy (AP) 

seriously needs to be quoted, 
because, well, coincidentally it 

pertains to my previous column. 
Here is what she said, and I 

quote: “Driving in America has 

stalled, leading researchers to 
ask: Is the national love affair 

with the automobile over?” Even 
though the article claims that the 

collective miles Americans drove 

peaked in 2007, the economy is 
growing as well as the population 

proving to her that Americans are 
not into “cruising” and therefore 

driving less. On the television 

news the other morning it was 
reported that in general, car 

makers have seen a huge 
increase in sales with them 

posting profits like never before. 
I guess people are simply buying 

cars without driving them. 

Hmmmm….what do you all think? 

Well, let’s see. I have noticed a 
few things as of late. I have 
noticed that I am getting older. 

I have noticed that at car shows I 
have attended many are not in 

their teens and twenties. The 
cars that are showing up at these 

shows are not mini-Coopers or 

four-door Subaru’s with wings. 
What are showing up are cars 

with pure muscle! No four 
cylinders here with NOS and a 6-

inch diameter exhaust tip! They 

are pure, raw, unadulterated, 
and spectacular horsepower! 
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Ahhh, can you smell the alcohol 

and rubber? Can you picture the 

twin black streaks on the 
pavement with smoke rolling out 

from under the fenders? What I 
have noticed is, no, the love 

affair is not over. When I speak 

with people at local car shows, it 
is clearly evident it is not over. As 

they speak of wheels, manifolds, 
headers, carbs, and cams, I see 

that little twinkle in their eye. 

 

According to the newspaper, the 
cost of gasoline, heavy traffic for 

commuters and difficulty parking 

now means driving a car isn’t fun 
anymore. Furthermore, “the car 

as a fetish of masculinity is 
probably over for certain age 

groups.” Nooooo, say it isn’t so! 

Aaaaggghhh! 

In general, I am a little sad about 

this. There are not many 

“youngsters” picking up the 
mantle of horsepower. However, 

I do feel re-ignited when I see 
the new Challengers, Camaros, 

and Mustangs coming out, as the 

muscle car is being re-invented. 
Even Cadillac is getting into the 

act with a 410 horsepower 
option! Driving a car is not fun 

anymore? Hogwash! Tell that to 
a woman I know who just bought 

a new Camaro! Tell that to the 

members of the Jamestown Drag 
Racing Association and see what 

they say if you don’t believe me! 
Tell that to my wife who loves 

the big v-8 in her SUV, especially 

when it comes to passing on the 
freeway! Furthermore if you want 

to see who is having fun in dually 
pickups, Toyotas, four-door 

beaters, and Honda Civics just 

come to my office and watch as 
the High School lets out! 

Horsepower? No, not really. Fun? 
You betcha! (I am from North 

Dakota after all.) 

Am I troubled that many people 
are “moving toward a quieter 

transportation lifestyle”? First of 

all, I don’t know what a quieter 
transportation lifestyle is. Does it 

mean to get rid of my crossover 
and glass packs, and put on a 

new muffler? Or am I supposed 
to “graduate” to an electric car or 

a Segway? As for me and my 

house, I will not be driving a 
Toyota Prius….sorry. As long as 

God gives me money to afford 
gasoline, my daily driver will still 

be a GMC 4-wheel drive pickup 

with a V-8. Maybe that’s not a 
good thing as it isn’t going green 

and all, but that is how it is for 
me personally. After being in a 

bad accident a number of years 
ago with my truck saving my 

honey, I will never go to a 

small(er) vehicle. 

But am I troubled? Well, a little. I 

mean, I feel bad that I might not 

be living up to and doing 100% 
of my part on the “green” effort, 

but in other areas, I am doing 
well, thank you very much. But, 

mostly though I am joyful in 

spirit and I have great peace 
about the whole thing. Though I 

fail, though I am not as good as I 
should be, and don’t do 

everything right, I am joyful. I 
am joyful in the great cars we 

have and our liberty and freedom 

in this grand country. I am joyful 
in a living God who loves all of us 

failures so much and simply 
forgives us of our shortcomings. 

Hmmm, perhaps I should start 

watching the cable television 
show, “God, guns, and cars”, I 

kind of sound like an ad for it. All 
I need now is a little talk about 

.45 ACP’s and I’m in! 

Well, once again, it is time to 
stop my ramblings. And I really 

feel like I rambled, thank you for 

letting me do that. I have more 
to say, but I guess it will just 

have to wait until next time. As 
always, if you disagree with this 

article, or are offended by it, 

blame Skovy. But if you like it, 
send him an email. If you have 

an idea for this column, email 
Skovy so he can pass it on to me. 

Keep on cruising! Blessings 
everyone! 

PS: Thank you all so much for 

the feedback. I have spoken 

personally with some of you 
about these little ramblings and 

Skovy has passed on to me what 
some of you have said. Thanks! I 

truly do appreciate it. 
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SEARLE SWEDLUND 
Executive Director 

 

 
 

One last drive for the season?   

In my previous life, I worked with 
a couple of fall parades, and the 

comment we would get when 
searching for classic cars in 

October was “We would love to 

be in the parade, but the cars are 
put away for the winter.” 

With the impending temperature 

changes it challenges us to ask 
that question.  Will this be our 

last cruise for the year? 

For those of you reading this in 
the Jamestown area, let me 

make a suggestion.  Take a 
drive.  When looking for those 

get out of town and do the things 

we always talk about doing trip, 
consider a drive to Cooperstown. 

The Ronald Reagan Minuteman 

Missile site at Oscar Zero is four 
miles north of Cooperstown.  The 

site has been declassified and 

opened to the public.  Facilities 
like Oscar-Zero continue to 

populate the prairies and are a 
real reminder of the Cold War 

years and the confrontation 

between the United States and 

the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (USSR). 

A description of the facility from 

the State Historical Society of 
North Dakota: 

 

“The blast-hardened complex 

approximately 60 feet below the 

building consists of both the 
Launch Control Center and the 

Launch Control Equipment 
Building.  The underground steel-

reinforced concrete contacts 
equipment for monitoring and 

launching the ten missions in the 

area.  IT also contains life 
support equipment and minimal 

accommodations for two 

officers.” 

The site is a must see for anyone 

who has driven by these silo’s on 
the prairies and can recall the 

real threat of the Cold War era. 

The Ronald Reagan Minuteman 
Missile site at Oskar Zero is open 

Monday and Thursday-Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  For more 

information, contact the Buffalo 

City Tourism Office, or go to the 
State Historical website at 

http://history.nd.gov. 

For more details on these and 
other upcoming events, see the 

calendar in this newsletter or  
visit our new website at 

www.tourjamestown.com! 

Searle Swedlund, Executive 
Director, BCTF 

 

 

http://history.nd.gov/
http://www.tourjamestown.com!/
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2013 AIRPORT RACES 

Go to jamestowndragracing.com 

for hundreds of pictures of your 
favorite racers 
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CITY LIGHTS GETS 
HIGH REVIEW 

 

By Heidi Harris (Valley City Times Record 
Newspaper)  

A Jamestown-based magazine 

gave City Lights Supper Club and 

Your Neighborhood Pub a top 

review in its September 
publication. 

The “RUMBLER” Magazine, put 

out monthly by motor club James 

Valley Street Machines, gave the 
restaurant and bar four out of 

four stars, after evaluators 
received desirable service and 

food. They ordered Lodge Prime 
Rib and Salmon with Almandine 

Crust, and their server was 

Ashley Forster. 

The club has a team of six 
reviewers that dine at area 

restaurants and review them, 

president Skovy said. The 
magazine reaches about 3,600 

readers in a 100-mile radius. 
"We've been doing these 

evaluations a year now, and all I 

have to say is, 'WOW.' Our dining 
experience at the City Lights 

Supper Club will be one that our 

whole evaluation team will 

remember for a long time," the 
magazine's evaluators said. 

Skovy said "Our hats off to 
Ashley and the rest of the staff 

for a fantastic experience!" 

Read more in Tuesday's Times-

Record. 

  

1968 Chevy Camaro - 
Total-Pro! 

Cherry Bomb's 
"Disturbing The Peace" 
'68 Camaro Breaks With 

Tradition While 
Following It. 

 

By Johnny Hunkins, Photography by 
Robert McGaffin  

As you pull up to the stoplight, 
the staccato rasp of the open 

exhaust mingles with blower 
whine as the fuel-injected mill 

settles into an easy lope. Even at 

idle, all 427 inches of blown Gen 
IV LSX transmit a continuous 

shock wave of automotive terror 

through the chassis, steering 

column, gearshift lever, and 
floorboard. The car is alive, a 

brutal extension of your inner 
beast. Even here in Las Vegas, 

there's nothing on the road that 

can remotely touch you, 
nevertheless, your palms sweat 

profusely as your hands exert a 
death grip on the wheel. This '68 

Camaro isn't even moving, yet 
depending on what town you 

happen to be in, you'd probably 

be breaking at least a half dozen 
statutes just by sitting still. It's 

that good. 

At the red light, the other lanes 
start stacking up with traffic, 

driver’s alternately telegraphing 
fear, disgust, admiration, and 

envy your way. The SEMA show 

has just finished, and a kid with a 
built Mitsubishi Evo blips the 

throttle, its wastegate chirping 
like a sparrow on 

methamphetamine. You crane 

your neck to peak around the 
throbbing mountain of blower 

poking through the hood, and get 
a glimpse of the light just as it 

turns green. Gingerly, you nurse 

the clutch out, its dual ceramic 
discs grabbing smartly. You know 

First gear is a lost cause-even 
with the sticky Nittos-so you 

don't even try. Light throttle, and 
a short shift to Second nets a 

small chirp, then you feed the 

beast. It's still useless, so you let 
off and short shift again to Third. 

 

Out the corner of your eye, you 
spot the Mitsu, popping, 

whistling, and farting desperately 
to catch up. A little smile begins 

to form at the edges of your 

mouth as your right foot 
squeezes past the halfway mark. 

The banshee wail of the roots 
blower is now almost completely 
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drowned by the scream issuing 

from the bright red glasspack 

side pipes. Suddenly, it's 1968 all 
over again, and you become one 

of the few brave pioneers to 
strap on a Saturn V rocket and 

ride the lightning into the 

Ionosphere-or so it feels. The 
speedo needle climbs 

precipitously, and just as it 
passes 80, the rear tires break 

loose again. If you had the 
presence of mind to check the 

rearview, you'd see a retreating 

Evo obscured by twin vapor trails 
of rubber, but instead, you crank 

in a touch of opposite lock to 
keep it straight. Two blocks 

away, a dog vomits. 

 

Nearing 100, common sense 
takes over and you slow the red 

and black beast. This isn’t your 

car-you've still got to spend the 

next six hours getting photos in 

the can. That'll be kind of hard if 
you're trying to make bail. The 

big Baer brakes confidently tug 
on the chassis, snugging your 

seatbelt in a reassuring manner. 

Negotiating the route back to the 
parking lot takes you through the 

neighborhood, so some restraint 
is in order. You flip the toggle 

switch below the ignition 
cylinder, and giant unseen hands 

muzzle the hounds of hell, 

redirecting the exhaust through a 
set of real mufflers and 3-inch 

over-axle pipes. Stealthy it isn’t, 
but at least now it can pass for 

legal.  

 

 

In the sanity that begins to take 

hold, you notice that this is not 

the typical ill-handling Pro 
Streeter. For one thing, you 

didn't have to dump the laundry 
to slow down from a buck five. 

Heck, it doesn't even pack a 

'chute. It's actually got real 
brakes, and damn good ones at 

that. Baer six-piston binders 
chomp down on 14-inch rotors in 

front-same with the quad-piston 

calipers in the back. Good tires, 
too. The Nitto NT555s are 

indigenous to the Pro Touring 
set, so what the heck are they 

doing on a Pro Street Camaro? 
Less obvious to the casual 

observer, but way obvious to the 

driver and occupant is the top-
shelf DSE suspension. On surface 

streets, the cornering prowess is 
shockingly good-its C6 Corvette-

inspired front bits acting every bit 

the part. Instead of a stock leaf-

spring setup, or worse, a '80s-era 
ladder bar Pro Street rig, the 

Camaro sports a DSE Quadra 
Link triangulated four-link in the 

rear. Looks like a Pro Streeter, 

built like a Pro Touring, but does 
both better than either. So what 

kind of twisted mind thought of 
that?  

 
 

The mastermind behind this '68 

Camaro plot is 33-year-old Paul 
Banks, the owner of Cherry Bomb 

Exhaust in Loudon, Tennessee. 
Over the years, Cherry Bomb has 

concocted a string of high-

visibility project cars to promote 
their brand-sometimes even 

giving them away to customers in 
sweepstakes. But this time would 

be different. As CEO, Paul 

wanted his dream car, and he 
didn't have far to go for 

inspiration. Cherry Bomb was 
founded in 1968, so a '68 

Camaro was a natural canvas to 

start with. The Cherry Bomb 
name and its infamous glasspack 

mufflers and side pipes were an 
iconic part of the performance 

landscape of the '70s, so Paul 
and the Cherry Bomb crew-

ostensibly product and marketing 

manager, Matt Graves-
instinctively knew they had to tap 

into that ethos.  
 

To help Paul and Matt turn the 
dream into a reality, they 
connected with the custom shop 
at YearOne in Braselton, Georgia. 
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In collusion with YearOne's Phil 
Brewer and Kevin King, the 
Cherry Bomb guys took stock of 
the situation. In Cherry Bomb 
history, the years 1974-76 were 
significant watermarks. At that 
time, the sales and visibility of 
Cherry Bomb mufflers reached a 
peak that was so great; the 
company is practically 
synonymous with the era. "Back 
then, a car that was between six 
and 10 years old was real 
inexpensive, so that's what guys 
built. A '68 Camaro was the 
perfect car in 1974 because it 
was cheap and plentiful," Brewer 
says. The kernel for the idea 
quickly grew. Not only were they 
sold on the idea of taking all the 
visual cues from the mid '70s (à 
la blower through the hood, side 
pipes, Hurst shifter, hang-ten gas 
pedal, slot mags), they wanted 
something that was modern 
from a handling, drivability, and 
reliability standpoint. 

Knowing this tidbit puts an 

interesting twist to the Pro 

Street/Pro Touring comparison. 
In point of fact, neither build 

style had come to fruition by 
1974. The blended design has 

alternately elicited praise and 
scorn from onlookers who first 

saw it at the 2010 SEMA show, 

where it debuted last fall. We fall 
in the "love it!" camp because 

the Cherry Bomb Camaro does 
pretty much everything we could 

ever ask a hot rod to do: It 

burns, it turns, it stops, and it 
pushes our nostalgia hot buttons. 

Moreover, the Cherry Bomb 
Camaro banishes the biggest 

styling violations of the '70s to 
the scrap heap. No radiused 

wheel wells, no tires sticking out 

beyond the wheel arches, no 

meaningless graphic treatments, 

and no abuse of chrome. 

Tour. 

 

Above all else, the motor would 

make the biggest statement, and 

for that, YearOne turned to Mast 
Motorsports. Instead of a blown 

carbureted big-block, YearOne 
and Mast went with a roots-

blown LSX. The electronic fuel-
injected 427 puts out 830 hp on 

93 octane at 10 psi of boost, and 

looks the part of a street 

machine, thanks to a Blower 
Shop 8-71 huffer. What you don't 

see is a state-of-the-art air-to-
water intercooler that makes use 

of a custom Afco intercooler and 

Hayabusa motorcycle heat 
exchangers. Mast's technological 

tour de force even uses a 
proprietary fly-by-wire throttle 

arrangement-it's spellbinding to 
watch the throttle blades in the 

Hillborn bug catcher 

automatically trim the airflow to 
keep the idle steady. Tuned to 

perfection, the Mast 427 fires up 
on command on the very first 

try-every time.  

 
 

Backing that improbably modern 

powerplant is a triumvirate of 
severe-duty drivetrain hardware 

in the form of an American 
Powertrain-prepped Tremec 

Magnum six-speed Trans, Atomic 

Twin dual ceramic disc clutch, 
and 3 1/2-inch DOM steel 

driveshaft. Few companies 
could've provided the requisite 

beefcake for a blown LSX while 
maintaining such a high degree 

of drivability, and Paul says that's 

why American Powertrain got the 
nod. Handing off over 800 lb-ft of 

torque just off idle to just any 
rearend and suspension would 

normally be folly-and that's why 

YearOne turned to a Moser 12-
bolt (with 3.73 gears) and a DSE 

Quadra Link rear suspension. 
Every inch of drivetrain from the 

flywheel to the axle is built to 

take a beating, and that's exactly 
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what Paul plans to dish out, 

starting with the 2011 Hot Rod 

Power Tour. 

Perhaps more than any other 
area of the car, the front end is 

what separates this "man" from 

the "boys." To see what we 
mean, just imagine the same car 

with an all-iron big-block, a 
stock-style suspension, stock 

brakes, and 15x3 skinnies. Quite 

honestly, imagining that isn't too 
hard, considering the spirit of this 

watershed Camaro. It's in this 
regard that the Cherry Bomb 

piece really shines. Starting with 
DSE's award-winning C6-based 

suspension and hydroformed 

framerails, this Camaro cribs a 
lightning-fast rack-and-pinion 

AGR steering kit, along with 
superior stopping firepower from 

Baer (Hydra Boost assist, too), 

and combines it with the 
relatively lightweight LS engine 

for a car that begs to be pounded 
hard around the twisties. 

Stand at a distance, and you are 
slapped in the face by retro 

design elements. The slot mags 
are more than faithful, yet large 

enough to meet modern needs. 

The side pipes tug at your 
heartstrings like Don McLean 

singing "American Pie." Visually, 
the blower barks as loud as any 

Marine Corps drill instructor in 
basic training. The Glasurit BASF 

paint on the Camaro is a 

historical tie-in to Cherry Bomb's 
traditional red and black colors, 

but the satin black treatment 
through the whole design 

anchors it solidly in the present. 

Graphically, the message is 
decidedly "fast-forward" not 

"rewind." 

Peer inside, and you're struck by 

vintage touches like the period-
correct Grant steering wheel, the 

Mr. Gasket Hang Ten gas pedal, 

the stock-looking (yet powerful) 

stereo, and the Hurst T-shifter 
handle. To anyone who was old 

enough to know what a hot rod 
was in 1974, the Cherry Bomb 

Camaro will turn your heart into 

putty. But here's the real kicker: 
Nostalgic memories are seldom 

accurate to the way things really 
were. We forget the crappy 

clutches that burned up, the 
broken U-joints, no overdrive, the 

snapped axles, the blown head 

gaskets, the shredded and tossed 
blower belts, the diabolical 

handling of skinny tires, and the 
carburetors that defied all efforts 

at tuning. In a sense, the Cherry 

Bomb Camaro represents a real 
car that has all of the good with 

none of the bad. Anybody who 
says they don't "get" what this 

car about clearly needs a date 

with reality. 

 

So will the Cherry Bomb creation 

light the way for a new trend, or 
is it a flash in the pan? It's too 

early to tell on the basis of 

styling points, but we do know 
that guys are getting pretty sick 

of cars that just sit around. The 
"Disturbing the Peace" Camaro is 

designed to be driven hard and 

often, and that's a trend that is 

already taking hold. 

BARN FINDS: 

1955 Chevy Nomad 

A family's painful 

reminder of loss 

 
Story and photos by junkyardlife.com 

1955 Chevy Nomad wagon 

wears patina of pain. 

The year was 1977, when a then-
21-year-old Charles G. began a 

restoration of his beloved 1955 

Chevrolet Nomad hot rod. 
Charles removed the Nomad’s 

engine and transmission as he 
began to tear the car down for a 

complete rebuild. A few weeks 
later, a tragic accident claimed 

his life while working on high 

voltage lines for the power 
company. His family, still 

reluctant to talk about the details 
of his death, will never forget the 

loss they experienced so many 

years ago. Charles’s 1955 Chevy 
Nomad, now owned by his 

brother Rick, remains in a state 
of suspended restoration, just as 

he left it in 1977. 

Chevrolet built just 8,386 Nomads in 1955. 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_09Op0KYA6BQ/THwy-v-gFbI/AAAAAAAABKk/gAWIymCF7qY/s1600/Barn+find+Mach+1.jpg
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Buying the wagon 

Rick, Charles’s older brother by 
18 months, recalled his earliest 

memories of his brother's 
Nomad. “Charles worked at a 

convenience store in Center 

Point, Alabama around 1973. His 
boss owned the Bel Air Nomad 

with a built 327-cubic inch V8 
and a 4-speed transmission." 

When Charles first laid eyes on 

the souped-up Chevy it grabbed 
the seventeen-year old attention. 

Its likely Charles, like many teens 
during the gas crunch of the 

early-1970s, scored a deal on the 
Nomad. His convenience store 

clerk pay was just $1.60 per 

hour, the minimum wage in 
1973. His boss was more than 

happy to be rid of the gas 
guzzling beast.  

 
1970s hot rod '55 Nomad has seldom been seen the 
last 30 years. 

 

Hot rodding and street racing 

Fat rear tires and chrome five 

spoke rims served street racing 
duty on Charles’s 1955 Nomad. “I 

don’t believe he ever raced it at a 
track,” said Rick. For a '70s street 

cruiser, this Nomad packed the 

attitude of a boulevard bruiser. 
Bucket seats, a must-have for 

dragging’ a wagon, replaced the 

factory split back bench seat in 

the Nomad. The upscale styling 
of the Nomad was turned on its 

side and revved to wide open 
with a teen driver at the wheel. 

There is no doubt that Charles 

enjoyed wrenching on and racing 
his Nomad. That fateful year, of 

1977, he had begun working on 
his plan to restore the car. 

 
All Tri-Five Nomads were top of the line Bel Air 

models. 

 

Parked since the 1970s 

 
Decades later, layers of red oxide 

primer and red, white and 
turquoise paint scab the mostly 

rust-free Tri-Five. The engine and 
transmission, removed in 1977, 

have been scattered into 

darkened corners of the cinder 
block garage that has housed the 

Chevy since the early 1990s. 
Prior to that the Chevy was 

parked in a field for more than a 

decade beside Rick's and 
Charles’s parents' house. A 

neighbor, who couldn’t stand the 
sight of the neglected Nomad, 

begged the family to shelter the 

classic Chevy for several years.  

“When I first saw it, all it needed 

was a paint job,” said Marvin, the 

well-intentioned neighbor, “It 
would’ve looked good with just a 

little work.” Marvin offered to 
help move the car and eventually 

persuaded the family to haul the 

Nomad into an old garage. Rick 
has since moved the Nomad and 

its multitude of parts several 
times. Each time, keeping it 

parked indoors. 

 
Mottled layers of white, red and turquoise paint 
cover the Nomad's dash and steering column. 

 

Future plans 

Rick would like to restore the 

Nomad but doesn’t have the 
funds to “do it right, right now.” 

Also, you can forget about 
making an offer on the car. 

Selling his deceased brother’s 

Nomad will never be an option. 
The emotions swelled in his voice 

when I talked to him about the 
classic wagon. “The car means 

too much to me, and I can’t let 
go of that.” Charles’s family will 
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continue to hold on to his old hot 

rod and memories of good times. 

“If I don’t get around to fixing it 
up,” Rick says, “I will leave it to 

my son.” 

 
1955 Chevy trim tag paint code 612 for India Ivory over 

Regal Turquoise. Style No 55-1064DF used for '55 
Nomads. 

 
The '55s body is relatively rust-free under the many 

layers of peeling paint. 

 
Nomad parts removed by Charles in 1977 fill the rear of 

the wagon. 

 
Turquoise and white interior continued the Nomad's 

original exterior paint scheme. 

 
1955 Nomad doors are not interchangeable with 2-door 

sedan '55 Chevys. 

 
A neighbor begged the family to move the '55 Nomad 

to a garage. 

 
1955 Nomads were the only year that Tri-Five Nomads 

had completely open rear wheel-wells. Fat tires were 
easy on, easy off. Try that on your '55 sedan. 

 
Rear bumper was removed when Charles prepared to 

restore the Nomad. 

 
1955 Chevy fender eyebrows were prone to rusting way 

back in the 1960s. This '55 Nomad spent a decade 
parked in a field before being moved to a garage. 

 
This 1955 Chevrolet Nomad's restoration has been on 

hold for more than 33 years. 
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At Lambrecht Chevrolet 
auction, bids high for rides 

into history 

 

By David Hendee / World-Herald Staff 
Writer 

PIERCE, Neb. — the old adage 

that it's cheaper to buy eggs and 

cars in the country was 
scrambled Saturday. 

Then it was fried, poached and 

hard-boiled. 

Car collectors and enthusiasts by 

the thousands paid big-city prices 
for a once-in-a-lifetime chance at 

an ultra-rare collection of nearly 

500 vintage vehicles and 
memorabilia from local retired 

Chevrolet dealer Ray Lambrecht. 

Exhibit No. 1: A rare 1958 Chevy 

Cameo pickup truck with 1.3 
miles on the odometer sold for 

$140,000. 

 

Exhibit No. 2: A 1957 toy 
Corvette pedal car sold for 

$16,000. 

Exhibit No. 3: A 1978 Indy pace 

car Corvette, with four miles on 

the odometer, sold for $80,000 in 
55 seconds. 

The weekend's sale of Lambrecht 

Chevrolet's leftover inventory 

captured international attention 
and big money. Bidding was fast 

and furious from start to finish. 

More than 3,000 bidders were on 

site — in a crowd estimated at 
15,000 by Pierce County Sheriff 

Rick Eberhardt — and there were 
more than 3,300 registered 

online bidders. 

“I know that everybody in the 

county showed up and brought 
their dogs and their cousins,'' 

Eberhardt said. 

Auctioneer Yvette VanDerBrink 

considered the Cameo pickup as 
one of the prize finds among 56 

Lambrecht vehicles dating to the 

1950s that had never been sold 
and retained their Manufacturer's 

Statement of Origin.  

The '58 Cameo was the last of its 

Chevy line. Only 1,405 were built. 
It's the rarest of the line. Bidding 

started at $50,000. Within about 
90 seconds, Steve Ames of 

Marlborough, N.H., was the 

pickup's first owner. 

“What have I done?'' he said as a 
congratulatory crowd surged in 

on him. 

The Cameo was one of 

Lambrecht's leftovers. He rarely 
resold trade-ins, and he declined 

to sell newer cars if a brand new 

model was available. 

When he closed the dealership in 
1996, he had hundreds of cars 

and pickups sitting scattered 

across town and countryside. 

Auction promoters described the 

collection as a time capsule of 
automotive history. It also was a 

boneyard. 

None of the vehicles was cleaned 

and polished for the auction. 
They were “barn finds,'' vehicles 

tucked away in good — or not so 
good — condition and largely 

forgotten until they resurfaced 

covered in dirt and bird 
droppings. They were preserved 

as found for their new owners to 
have the privilege of discovering 

what's beneath the grime, if they 
choose. 

 

VanDerBrink said some collectors 
who buy the dirty, never-sold 

Lambrecht cars will get them 
running but will never wash or 

restore them.  

mailto:david.hendee@owh.com
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“A true survivor car is untouched, 

just like they came from the 
factory,'' she said. “That's what 

makes them special.'' 

Thrills and chills and speed and 

power are the core of Tanner 
Foust's racing and stunt-driving 

career, but all it took was a walk 
through the Lambrecht collection 

to give him goose bumps. 

The 40-year-old Foust is host of 

the History network's “Top Gear'' 
and was part of a three-hour 

“History Made Now: Wheels of 

Fortune'' show broadcast 
Saturday night from the auction 

grounds. 

He said it's hard to call the rag-

tag cluster of vintage vehicles a 
collection because many were 

caked in dirt and damaged by 
rust or vandalism. 

“But car people see through 
that,'' he said. 

Foust walked past a Chevrolet C-

10 pickup truck. A couple was 

sitting on the open tailgate. 

“They were in their mid-60s. It 
was like a flashback to the days 

of 'Grease,'' sitting at the drive-in 

theater in the back of a pickup 
truck,'' he said. “This is a walk 

down memory lane for so many 
people. That was a special 

moment for me.'' 

Steven Blanchard lives in 

Vermont, 1,500 miles from 

Pierce. So he drove 24 hours 
more or less straight through to 

see the historic collection. 

“Where in the world will you find 

50 cars that have never been 
sold before, regardless what 

shape they're in?'' he said. 
“Nobody's sat on the seats, 

except for a few times. It's 

unreal. I figured I'd never have 
an opportunity to see this again.'' 

Blanchard owns a 1959 pickup he 

hopes to rebuild. 

“I had to check out the Cameo,'' 

he said. “I wanted to see what 
they were like when brand new.'' 

Blanchard said he was surprised 
Lambrecht didn't take better care 

of the vehicles. Most were stored 

outside on farmland he owns 

near Pierce. Wild trees grew up 

amid the vehicles. Thieves stole 
radiators and chrome trim. 

Vandals broke windows. Steel 
rusted. 

“It's sad,'' he said. “People like 
me love the old muscle cars and 

old cars in general, and here 
you've got 500 of them just 

sitting that he wouldn't let 

anyone else enjoy. But somebody 
will buy them and get a lot of joy 

putting some work into them to 
bring them back.'' 

The mid-September day every 
year that Lambrecht Chevrolet 

unveiled the new model cars was 
memorable for Lyle Venteicher of 

Pierce. 

“Several of us guys would walk 

the four or five blocks from the 
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high school to the dealership 

during our lunch hour to check 

out the new Chevys,'' he said. 

Venteicher already was a Chevy 
fan.  

“My grandpa had a light blue '64 
Impala. I thought it was the 

prettiest car ever built.'' 

Venteicher, who was in the same 

high school class as Ray and 
Mildred Lambrecht's daughter, 

Jeannie, said his family, bought 
Chevrolets from the dealership, 

but it wasn't always easy. 

Venteicher said his father, Anton, 

drove his 1957 Ford to the 
dealership to trade it for a 1963 

Chevrolet. 

“Ray came out and told him to 

take it back where it came from,'' 
Venteicher said. 

So Anton bought a '63 Galaxy 
from a Ford dealer. 

Six years later, Anton tried again 
at the Chevy dealership. This 

time, Lambrecht welcomed him, 
accepted the Galaxy as a trade 

and Anton bought a '69 Bel Air. 

“That's just the way Ray was,'' 

Venteicher said. “If you got along 
with him, he'd bend over 

backward for you. If not ... '' 

Venteicher said his dad's Galaxy 

sat unsold and parked in the 
street in front of the dealership 

for several years. 

In 1975, Anton bought a new 

Chevy and gave the Bel Air to 
Lyle. In 1990, Lyle Venteicher's 

family was growing, and he took 

the Bel Air to Lambrecht to trade 

for a new Suburban. 

 

“Ray told us what he told 

everyone: You go out and get the 
best price at anyplace, bring it 

back to me and I'll beat it,'' 

Venteicher said. “That's what we 
did. We brought him the best 

price we could get somewhere 
else, and he cut it. So we 

ordered the new car from him. 

He made a lot of money.'' 

The auction is giving some 
people a second chance at a car 

of their youth. 

A red 1966 Chevrolet Impala on 

Sunday's auction block had the 
attention of Doug Koehler of 

Norfolk. He was the last owner of 

the two-door hardtop, and he 
wanted it back. 

Koehler traded the Impala at 

Lambrecht Chevrolet for a 1975 

Nova nearly 40 years ago. The 
Impala went into Lambrecht's 

field. Koehler saw it in the trees 
every time he drove past. 

Koehler's wife, Jane, tried to buy 
back the car from Lambrecht to 

surprise her husband for his 50th 
birthday nearly a decade ago. 

“He wouldn't do it,'' Koehler said. 
“I'm going to try again now.'' 

Neil Heimes of Norfolk said he 

tried 17 years ago to buy a 1963 

Chevy pickup from Lambrecht. It 

was like one Heimes' father 

owned. 

“I walked into his shop. It was a 

time warp. He had cars 
everywhere,'' Heimes said. “I 

asked about buying one of his 

'63s and he said OK. Well, we 
never had money to buy one, 

and then he started saying they 
weren't for sale.'' 

Heimes hoped to pick up one 
during the auction. 

VanDerBrink said Lambrecht's 

philosophy to not sell used 

vehicles or leftover models makes 
the collection unique. 

 
“If the '64s were out and you 

saw a '63 on his lot, he'd say you 

don't want that. You want the 
latest, greatest Chevy,'' 

VanDerBrink said. “He was Chevy 
to the core.'' 

Lambrecht, 95, and his wife, 
Mildred, 92, still live in Pierce in a 

house across the street from the 
shuttered dealership. His 

franchise no longer exists but he 

continues to hold a dealer's 
license. 

VanDerBrink said the family 

decided it was time to sell the 

collection. 

“There have been problems with 
vandalism, and they weren't 

getting any prettier,'' she said. 

Vehicles left behind after buyers 

strip out the parts will be crushed 
for scrap iron. 

Quick thinker measures 
profit by the yardstick at 

auction 
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Chevy memorabilia was in high 

demand Saturday. 

Lyle Ekberg of nearby Wakefield 

bought a box of about five dozen 
hefty wooden Lambrecht 

Chevrolet promotional yardsticks 

for $1,000. They seemed a 
bargain at about $17 apiece. 

Ekberg had watched someone 

buy one yardstick for $225. 

Someone else bought five for 
$500 before Ekberg got his 

chance at the box. 

Minutes later, Ekberg was selling 

the yardsticks for $50 each as 
fast as he and two enlisted 

visitors from Indiana could make 
change for souvenir seekers with 

cash in their pockets. 

“Cheapest thing you'll buy here,'' 

he said. 

Best guesstimate easily puts 

auction haul over $1 million 
mark 

There will be no publicized 

accounting after the last of the 

Lambrecht Chevrolet cars, parts 
and memorabilia are sold. 

Auctioneer Yvette VanDerBrink 
said she has a policy of never 

disclosing the gross proceeds of a 
personal sale. 

“The public doesn't need to know 
what your neighbor's doing,” she 

said. 

But the estimated 15,000 people 

at the auction Saturday could 
keep tabs, if they wished. 

Auctioneers announce the 

winning bid for each of the nearly 

500 vehicles and other items. 

Using that method, the auction 

cleared the $1 million mark after 

the sale of about two dozen cars 
that were considered the most 

valuable of the collection. 

Bidding interest was high. 

Registered on-site bidders were 
expected to handily exceed 5,000 

people before the end of 
Saturday, officials said. Proxibid, 

an Omaha-based company, had 

nearly 3,000 registered online 
bidders. 

 

WOMEN OF THE NHRA 

 

Ashley Force-Hood 

Daughter of 14-time NHRA Funny 

Car national champion John 
Force, Ashley was the first female 

to claim a professional NHRA 

Funny Car wins — and it was 
against her own dad. In 2007 she 

was named NHRA POWERade 

Drag Racing Series’ Rookie of the 

Year, and stomped out Danica 
Patrick the same year on the AOL 

Sports Poll as Hottest Athlete. 
 

 

Brittany & Courtney Force 

Brittany and Courtney Force are 

Ashley’s little sisters, and good 

looks definitely seem to run in 
the family. Courtney, the 

youngest at 21, picked up her 
first National event in the Top 

Alcohol Dragster category at the 

22nd annual NHRA Northwest 
Nationals. She’s competed 

against her sister Brittany three 
times, and has been victorious 

every time. Brittany, identified by 

Force as his “problem child,” is a 
headstrong California blonde with 

a serious need for speed.  

 

Melanie Troxel 

Competing in the NHRA’s Top 
Fuel and Funny Car divisions, 

Melanie Troxel is one of drag 

racing’s fastest female drivers. 
She ran her first race at age 16 

— the soonest she was able to 
get her racing license — in a car 

with an engine she rebuilt 
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herself. She boasts five wins in 

her career, and is the first female 

to score wins in both the Top 
Fuel and Funny Car categories.  

 

Hillary Will 

As of 2008, Hillary Will is the 
World’s Fastest Woman, posting 

a 335 MPH lap down the quarter-
mile race track. She’s only been 

racing professionally as an NHRA 

Top Fuel driver for three years, 
but her love of all things fast 

began at the ripe age of 17. Her 
first competitive car was a 1973 

Dodge Challenger that topped 

out at 99 MPH, and she’s since 
been named one of the top ten 

female racers in the world by 
Sports Illustrated. 

 

Kate & Diana Harker 

Daughters of renowned 

International Top Alcohol Funny 

Car driver, Steve Harker, Kate 
and Diana are two hot Aussie 

twins. Their love of racing began 
at age 13 when they got ahold of 

a 110cc Briggs and Stratton 

powered 10-second Junior 

Dragster. Just 10 years later, the 

two packed their bags and 

moved to America to join the 
NHRA Top Fuel category. In 

2008, Diana made history at the 
Lucas Oil Super Nationals when 

she became the first Australian 

female to win an NHRA National 
event.  

 

Erica Enders 

Beginning her drag racing career 

at just 8 years old, Erica Enders 
became the most successful 

female Pro Stock driver in NHRA 
history. She has racked up 37 

career Jr. Dragster wins in eight 

years of competition, and was 
named Jr. Dragster of the Year in 

1995. In 2006 she finished 
runner-up in the Gatornationals 

in Gainesville, Florida. To top it 
off, the Disney Channel made her 

life story into an original TV 

movie called, Right On Track.  

 

 
 

AROUND MILL HILL 
 

 
 

Around Mill Hill is going to be a 
monthly evaluation of area 

businesses. If you are a paid 

member of the JVSM and would 
like to take part in this program, 

please let me know 
Skovy@donwilhelm.com and I 

will add your name to the list. 
 

Last month, Jerilyn Gray, Andy 

Gray, Craig Gaier, Bob Lulay, 
Alma Lulay and Skovy went to 

IDK Bar & Grill Jamestown and 
evaluated the service and food 

we received. 

 
Mind you, this article is not 

written to slam and business, but 
it is written to make the public 

aware of services the Jamestown 
area residence are getting. 

 

Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5 
rating.  A number 5 is the best 

rating and a 0 rating is area 
needing work.  There is a total of 

600 points to be scored. 30 

mailto:Skovy@donwilhelm.com
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points per line and there are 20 

fields that are evaluated. 

 
Again, these evaluations are not 

for the intention for getting 
anybody fired or to slam a 

business. It is a fact finding 

mission. 
 

 

 

1.5 STARS OUT OF 4! 

Appetizers were The Sampler & 

Chili Cheese Fries and our Main 
Course was 8 oz. Sirloin, Asian 

Wrap, Pizza Burger & BLT. 

MEET & GREET: 
1. Convey the feeling that 

you were a valued 
customer: 

20 points 66.67% 

2. Seat you and deliver 
menus in a courteous 

manner: 
20 points 66.67% 

3. Was the staff properly 
attired? 

22 points 73.33% 

 
SERVER: 

1. Suggest a beverage or 
specialty drink: 

18 points 60.00% 

2. Appear to be 
knowledgeable about the 

menu items: 
15 Points 50.00% 

3. Remain attentive 

throughout the dining 

experience: 
4 Points 13.33% 

4. Mention/Offer Appetizer? 
Options: 

17 points 56.67% 

 
APPETIZER: 

1. Serve the soup or salad 
within a reasonable time: 

22 Points 73.33% 
2. Was the order correct, 

complete and properly 

prepared? 
18 points 60.00% 

 
ENTRÉE: 

1. Were appropriate 

condiments served? 
20 Points 66.67% 

2. Check back to ensure 
that your meal was 

satisfactory: 

4 Points 13.33% 
3. Offer refills on 

beverage/drinks: 
20 Points 66.67% 

4. Was the order correct, 
complete and properly 

prepared? 

4 Points 13.33% 
 

DESERT: 
1. Mention/Offer Desert? 

Options: 

0 Points 0.00% 
2. Was the order correct, 

complete and properly 
prepared? 

0 Points 0.00% 
 

GENERAL: 
1. Did they appear to be 

busy and efficient in their 

work? 
14 Points 46.67% 

2. Were the tables properly 

bussed? 
16 Points 53.33% 

3. Did the bartenders 
appear neat and 

professional in their 

appearance? 

15 Points 50.00% 
4. Did the overall dining 

experience meet or 
exceed your 

expectations: 

6 Points 20.00% 
5. Were there enough 

employees to take care 
of guests? 

12 Points 40.00% 
 

5. TOTAL POINTS: 
267 points 44.50% 

 

EVALUATION: 
 

Boy, its times like these that I 

hate what I’m about to write. But 
here it goes. 

On October 7th the Evaluation 

team chose IDK in Jamestown for 
our evaluation event.  

I’ve personally ate at IDK many 

times in the past and felt it would 
be a great experience for both 

our evaluators and a nice boost 

to IDK to our 3600 readers. I 
guess that was only one sided. 

When we arrived around 6:30 

there were only 2 tables 
occupied. The server met us and 

sat us down. She was delightful 
and energetic to all of us and 

made sure we had our drinks and 

suggested appetizers. She 
brought our appetizers to us and 

made sure our drinks were taken 
care of. After our appetizers were 

complete she came back and 
took our dinner order.  

That’s when it all went bad. We 

made our dinner order at 6:55. 

At 8:00 we complained to a 
different server passing by our 

table. 8:05 our meals came out 
and the vegetables on the steak 

orders were still physically frozen. 
The cooks took the veggies from 
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the freezer and dumped them on 

the plate. Rock hard and ice 

crystals on them. We sent them 
back.  

In the Asian wrap, the chicken 

was stone cold.  

One evaluator ordered a BLT with 
no bacon and the sandwich came 

loaded with bacon. 

A young gentleman claiming he 
was the evening manager came 

out with the cooked vegetables. 
We voiced our concern about the 

cold chicken and he told us that’s 

how it’s served. Then he elected 
to get into a debate with our 

evaluation team on how he felt 
we were “Just being hard on 

everybody” and says the reason 

the meal took over an hour to 
get to us is that “When you order 

steak it takes 30 minutes to cook. 
You ordered 2 steaks and that’s 

why it took an hour”. We wanted 

to leave it at that, so we asked 
for our bill.  

We wanted to just get out of 

there. That was at 8:15. At 8:35 
we asked for our bill again and 

we finally got it.  

It’s sad that we spent $120.00 
there and were treated badly. 

In short, everybody has bad 

days. I’ve eaten at IDK many 
times in the past and can’t 

remember a bad meal. I realize 

that personalities and egos 
sometimes conflict but if this 

gentleman was actually a 
manager, we feel extra training 

of management staff is needed. 
He felt the need to argue with 

everybody instead of fixing the 

obvious problem. 

IDK, for the evening of October 
7th, 2013 you earn 1.5 stars. 

 

 

NEW CAR REVIEW:  

2015 GMC YUKON DENALI 

 

Story and photos by (edmunds.com) 

GM’s second largest brand has 
just unveiled its all-new 2015 

GMC Yukon family, including the 
2015 GMC Yukon Denali and the 

larger, extended Yukon XL. The 
Denali name itself has grown so 

large in stature that since the 

introduction of the 1999 GMC 
Yukon Denali, the automaker has 

sold more than 625,000 of its 
top-tier models. To get an idea of 

what that number means, the 

Denali trim level even outsells 

entire automakers, including 
Land Rover, Jaguar, and Porsche. 

In this era of ever-diminishing 
engines, with automakers 

scrambling to meet government 

fleet fuel-economy regulations, 
we were even surprised to find 

out GMC sells more full-size SUVs 
than Audi sells Audis in America, 

with the GMC Yukon family 
heavily complementing the 

Chevrolet Tahoe and Suburban. 

So, what can you expect when 
the 2015 GMC Yukon models hit 

showrooms? 

 

GMC focused on making the 2015 
Yukon more practical and 

functional, and we got a taste of 
that when we drove the Sierra 

Denali models on hand (GMC 

didn’t have the Yukon for us yet, 
but the Sierra gave us a great 

idea of what to expect). 
Highlighting that practicality are 

features like a three-prong power 

outlet, USB and auxiliary 
hookups, and lots of storage 

space. While the outside shows a 
gentle styling evolution, there are 

fine details—such as GMC badges 

in the headlights—that show an 
unexpected attention to detail. 

18-inch wheels will come 
standard, with Denali models 

bumping those to 20-inch 
wheels, while 22-inch wheels are 

an option. There are two 

EcoTec3 engines to choose from; 
the standard 5.3-liter V-8, rated 

at 355 hp, and the new 6.2-liter 
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V-8, that now makes the most 

power of any light duty truck at 

420 hp. Both engines are mated 
to a standard six-speed 

automatic transmission. 

 

EPA fuel economy ratings will 
soon be announced on the 6.2-

liter V-8 and GMC is “expecting 
good things.” The engine uses 

cylinder-deactivation, which can 
disable four of the cylinders when 

not needed, to improve fuel 

economy. There are also quite a 
few niceties that were on the 

2014 Sierra Crew Cab 4WD that 
we tested, such as heated and 

cooled front leather bucket seats, 

a heated steering wheel, and an 
8-inch media screen. Most 

impressive however was the ride, 
which was whisper quiet and 

surprisingly smooth. Cruising 

through the streets of Long 
Beach, it was easy to forget you 

were in a large truck, which may 
have been in large part thanks to 

the Denali’s magnetic ride 
control. Our test was brief, but 

we look forward to giving the 

new range a thorough run-
through in the coming months. 

 

 

 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:  

1966 FORD “TURTLE TOP” 

VAN 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old 
Cars Weekly) 

Bill Vancos hasn’t seen the Grand 
Canyon, Mount Rushmore or the 

Pacific Coast Highway through 
the windshield of his funky 1966 

Ford “Turtle Top” van. 

But you get the feeling from 
talking to him that it’s only a 
matter of time. 

Vancos, a resident of 
Rhinelander, Wis., is certainly 

equipped to see the country and 
do some old school 1960s-style 

camping. His Turtle Top rig has 

aged amazingly well and looks as 
ready to go today as it probably 

did back in ’66. 

Actually, Vancos hasn’t been 
camping at all in his cool 

converted van, but he has 
certainly been thinking about it. 

“Everybody asks that!” he laughs. 
“We have not done that yet, but 

it’s funny, before I bought this, 

my wife, Joy, had mentioned to 
me that we hadn’t been camping 

in a long time …When I bought it 
I told everybody it was because 

Joy wanted to go camping. I told 
everybody this was ‘Joy’s RV.’” 

Vancos is definitely the right kind 
of guy to own such an offbeat 

machine. He’s a bit of a free 
spirit who was hooked on old 

vans even before he got his 

camper. He also owns a very 
original 1963 Ford Econoline van, 

which eventually led to the 
camper. “A guy came up to me at 

a car show and said, ‘Would you 

be interested in a cousin to your 
van?’ I said, ‘Well, I’m always 

interested in toys,’ and I wound 
up trading another old car I had 

for this one. 

“If you can believe it, I traded a 
1981 Chevy Chevette with 13,000 
miles on it! … But I had the one 

Econoline and I really enjoyed 

that, so I thought having another 
one would be fun, but this is a 

whole different perspective, with 
the camper thing.” 

 

That “camper thing” was a full 
conversion project performed by 
Turtle Top of Goshen, Ind., for a 

Wisconsin man named Ray Link 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1966-ford-turtle-top-van/attachment/1966-ford-van-6
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back in 1966 when Link 

purchased a new Ford Econoline 

Deluxe Club Wagon “Super van.” 
At the time, Turtle Top was 

pioneering the practice of 
converting vans into campers by 

adding pop-up tops and a host of 

other interior goodies that could 
change a “Plain Jane” van into a 

low-budget, mini RV. 

 

Van owners could get a straight 
“Turtle Top Only” conversion for 

$440, a “Travel Gear” package 
that added bunks, sink, table, 

window screens, wardrobe bag 

and box toilet for $560, or go all 
out for a “Completely Equipped 

Vehicle” package with Coleman 
stove, ice box and a few other 

goodies. 

Vancos’ Ford has basically the 

middle-tier Travel Gear package 
with sink and sink cabinet, 

wardrobe bag, toilet, bench 

“lounge seat” that converted into 
a double bed and overhead 

hammock-type hanging bunk in 
the pop-up top. “One thing he 

didn’t get was like an ice box, 
cooler type of thing. He did not 

get that. There was also a frame 

that would hold a Coleman stove. 

He didn’t get that, either,” 

Vancos said. 

 

 

The folding bed and hanging 
bunk arrangement allowed 

sleeping room for three adults, 
and the original owner apparently 

didn’t wait long to test out the 
accommodations after his van 

was delivered. 

“He worked for a company and 
he was fortunate enough to get 
about a six-month sabbatical, so 

as soon as this van was [done] 

they took it out to California and 
Yosemite and a bunch of those 

kind of places and enjoyed the 
heck out of it,” Vancos said. Link 

originally lived in Madison, Wis., 
but later moved to Rhinelander. 

Vancos wasn’t aware of the van 

at the time, even though it was 
in his town. He didn’t find out 

about it until it had been sold to 
the owner of a classic car 

restoration business, who in turn, 

sold it to Vancos. 

After he bought it in 2005, 
Vancos was able to visit with Link 

and learn all about his van’s past. 

“I cleaned it all up and took it 

over to show Ray, because I 

knew it was his baby and he 

wanted it to be well cared for,” 
he said. “He took very, very good 

care of it and it was important to 
him. He used it in the winter, 

too, which I was surprised at. I 

had to replace this one side panel 
(on the driver’s side), because it 

was rusted. He said he didn’t use 
it a lot, but they would use it as 

their second vehicle in the winter 
if they had to.” 

 

 

Vancos believes the Ford has 
been given a second coat of 
Marlin Blue paint at some point in 

the past. Aside from the paint 

and the body panel, the van is in 
remarkably good original 

condition. All of the original 
Turtle Top equipment is still in 

place and fully functional. The 

upholstery on the folding bed is 
in fantastic shape, and even the 

canvas around the pop-up top 
seems to have defied Father 

Time. 

Ford introduced its new 

Econoline series for 1961, which 
was one year before Turtle Top 

went into the van conversion 

business. The Econolines 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1966-ford-turtle-top-van/attachment/1966-ford-van-13
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1966-ford-turtle-top-van/attachment/1966-ford-van-5
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1966-ford-turtle-top-van/attachment/1966-ford-van-14
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1966-ford-turtle-top-van/attachment/1966-ford-van-4
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featured flat-nosed, cab-over 

designs and were part of Ford’s 

Falcon line through 1967.  They 
were considered light-duty work 

vehicles with their six-cylinder 
engines located between the 

front seats. Early models come 

standard with a 144-cid six, 
which eventually gave way to a 

170-cid six or an optional 240-cid 
version. A three-speed manual 

was standard, but later models 
also had an available automatic. 

The base Econoline series offered 
pickup, van and panel van body 

styles. All rode on 90-inch 
wheelbases and were considered 

half-tons. The passenger van 

lineup included the base Falcon 
Club Wagon, Custom Club Wagon 

and Deluxe Club Wagon. In 
1965, Ford added the bigger 

Super van, which was 18 inches 

longer thanks to a body 
extension in back. 

 

 

Vancos’ van started out life as a 

top-of-the-line Deluxe Club 
Wagon Super van, which meant 

in addition to its longer body, it 
had chrome bumpers, side trim, 

bright wheel covers, pleated vinyl 

seats, padded sun visors, deluxe 

steering wheel and a spare tire 

cover. It also has the 240-cid 

engine, which Vancos says makes 
a big difference in how the van 

drives. “It’s very fun to drive. 
There is a tremendous difference 

between the ’63 and the ’66,” he 

noted. “Ford made a lot of 
improvements in handling in 

those three years. The ’63 is so 
loose, and this one drives so 

nice. It’s extremely comfortable. 
You could take long trips in this 

one and not get tired at all. 

“The 240 is basically a truck 
engine with high compression. 
They run great, but these little 

things are gas guzzlers! It gets 

about 12 miles to the gallon…. 
It’s a loaf of bread going down 

the road, I understand that. It 
just seems like 12 [mpg] — it 

should have been a little more 

than that with that little six-
cylinder. But it runs great.” 

Vancos recently had the engine 
rebuilt, even though the 

speedometer shows only 64,000 
plus miles. He figures the Ford 

needs to continue to run as good 
as it looks and be equally ready 

for both car shows and road 

trips. Vancos insists that he 
doesn’t get overly protective of it 

in either case. 

 

“At car shows, I like when the 
children want to come in, and I 

especially have fun with the port-
a-potty. I’ll ask them if they know 

what that is,” he laughs. “I tell 

them then can come in and climb 

around if they promise not to 

touch other people’s cars, 
because a lot of other people 

have a lot of money tied up in 
their cars and they’re very 

protective of them. 

“To me, it’s only of value if 
people are in it, so I’ll let kids 
climb in it and go up to the bunk 

and stuff. I just have a lot of fun 

interacting like that.” 

Vancos likes to collect props to 
go with his van for displays at 

shows — vintage coolers, 

badminton sets, and the like. His 
biggest prop for the camper 

involves requires a trailer hitch, 
however. “I have a little 1957 

[Crestliner] Runabout [boat], so 
for a parade or something I’ll put 

the boat behind it and make it 

look like the ultimate camping 
package!” he joked. 

 

 

Ford built 1,188 of its Deluxe 

Club Wagon Super vans for 1966, 
and it’s certainly possible Vancos 

has the only one with a Turtle 
Top conversion. He hasn’t seen 

another van like his — or any 

other Turtle Top Ford Econoline 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1966-ford-turtle-top-van/attachment/1966-ford-van-7
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1966-ford-turtle-top-van/attachment/1966-ford-van-3
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1966-ford-turtle-top-van/attachment/1966-ford-van-2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1966-ford-turtle-top-van/attachment/1966-ford-van-11
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1966-ford-turtle-top-van/attachment/1966-ford-van-1
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vans for that matter. He’s eagerly 

looking, though. 

“They are so rare, I’ve been 
trying to just find someone who 
had one to see what experiences 

they had with them,” he says. 

“Hopefully, there is somebody 
out there that had one. I’d love 

to get together and just share 
pictures and talk a little bit. So 

far I haven’t found anybody.” 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:  

1934 FORD HOT ROD 

 

Story and photos by John Gunnell (Old 
Cars Weekly) 

When Doug Herbst was in the 
fifth grade, his father would pick 

him up at school in a bright red 
’31 Ford hot rod. The Model A 

roadster had a 390-cid Ford V-8, 

a four-speed transmission, yellow 
flames, a white interior and a roll 

bar. 

“To say my 10-year-old buddies 

were impressed is an 
understatement,” Herbst recalled. 

But hot rods weren’t in the cards 
for Herbst, at least right away. 

“When I graduated high school in 
1979, you could buy muscle cars 

for $500-$600,” Herbst said, “so I 
got into Mopars and then I got 

into racing.” Herbst became a 

well-known race car driver in the 
Wausau, Wis., area and later 

took a job fixing trucks at a GMC 
dealership there. Eventually, he 

swung back to hot rodding and 
swapped off a few Mopars for — 

you guessed it — a Ford hot rod. 

Actually, Herbst swapped the 
cars for a professional build on a 
’34 Ford five-window coupe that 

had been in his family for years. 

Herbst’s father-in-law, Dennis 
“Denny” Heil, bought the coupe 

from his friend Shaggy in 1969. 
Shaggy had owned the car since 

the early ’60s and had drag raced 

it for a couple of years. 

 

“After Denny got the car, he 
drove it for a couple of years, 

and then disassembled it,” Herbst 
said. “After he passed away in 

1997, I bought the car from my 

mother-in-law.” 

Herbst’s racing buddy Rich Bickle 
Jr. completed the build in 2007. 

Herbst told Bickle he wanted a 

car with the appearance of a hot 
rod built in 1960-1962. The result 

looks “old school.” The resulting 
build lacks any new parts on the 

fenderless five-window; only 

parts that could possibly be 
scoured from a Ford, Lincoln and 

Mercury were used. 

 

The coupe has a full-race 
flathead V-8 built by Rich Bickle 

Sr., who’s considered a Ford 
flathead guru. Bickle Sr. put a 

crank from a ’49-’53 flathead in 

the 239-cid Merc mill and bored it 
.060 to 264 cubic inches. He 

added two Holley two-barrel 
carburetors and a full-race cam, 

plus headers with cutouts and a 
genuine ’34 Ford radiator that 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1934-ford-hot-rod/attachment/1934-ford-hot-rod4
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1934-ford-hot-rod/attachment/1934-ford-hot-rod2
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Glen-Ray Radiators of Wausau 

built out of three different 

radiators. It uses a generator 
with internals from an early-’60s 

Ford in a ’46 housing. 

For stopping duty, ’40 Lincoln 

binders put the brakes on the 
coupe. A ’40 Lincoln rear can be 

found out back with 4.11:1 
gears, plus the coupe sports 

Houdaille rear friction shocks, a 

torque tube and a ’39 Ford 
gearbox. All of the gauges except 

the unit that measures fuel were 
installed by Shaggy back in the 

day. The coupe also has a ’50 
Ford pickup steering column and 

’52 Ford passenger car hanging 

pedals. 

 

Herbst found it easy to resist 
chopping and channeling the car. 

“I wanted it built as a highboy, 
because it was just so nice a 

car,” he said. “To have a genuine 
original Ford body in this day and 

age and chop and channel it is to 

me — well, I’d buy a fiberglass 
one if I wanted to do something 

like that.” 

The car is a fantasy comes true 

for Herbst. Flashing back to fifth 
grade, he remembers that his 

father also owned a ‘32 Ford 
highboy convertible. “Dad said 

that car would be mine one day,” 

Herbst recalled. “But, things got 
tight and he had to sell it to 

support the family. I understood 
it had to go, but you just don’t 

forget and I held onto the idea of 

owning a highboy until I bought 

the ’34.” 

 

Herbst’s father lived the era in 
the ’50s. “He said I should think 

about having a hot rod,” Herbst 

said. “He told me it’s a different 
form of automotive fun. So, when 

I had the opportunity to buy this 
car from my mother-in-law, I 

jumped at it. Dad always said 

having a hot rod would be 
another chapter in my life.” 

Herbst says he likes that he’s 
never seen another car exactly 

like his. He has seen cars with 
similarities, but when he looks 

close, they are all different. For 
instance, Herbst went to the 

MSRA’s back to the 50’s show in 

Minnesota and did not see 
another car painted the gold 

color of his car in a sea of 12,000 
vehicles. 

 

“You don’t see that color at 
shows anymore,” he noted. “I 

saw it in the ‘Rod & Custom 50th 

Anniversary’ book on cars at 
California hot rod shows in the 

early ’60s. Gold Metal flake was 
popular color back then, but it 

faded in popularity by the mid to 

late ’60s.” Herbst said the color is 

coming back on magazine cars, 

but he still doesn’t see it on the 
cars where he lives. 

As good as it looks; Herbst 
admits driving the car for a long 

distance can be a “less than ideal 
situation.” He says the longest he 

has driven with the 4.11:1 gears 
and the three-speed transmission 

is 60 miles. 

“With the friction shocks and 
buddy springs, it rides rough,” he 
said. If he’s going to a distant 

show, he trailers it. 

Herbst said his daughter will 
probably own the car someday. 
“Whatever she does with it is her 

decision,” he said, “but it is not 

going to leave our family any 
time soon.” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1934-ford-hot-rod/attachment/1934-ford-hot-rod5
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1934-ford-hot-rod/attachment/1934-ford-hot-rod6
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CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:  

1946 PLYMOUTH SPECIAL 

DELUXE COUPE 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old 
Cars Weekly) 

After not seeing it for many 
years, Don McCaffrey had 
forgotten how much he liked the 

1946 Plymouth Special Deluxe 

coupe that belonged to a fellow 
Wisconsin car buff. And he had 

long since given up on the notion 
of ever actually owning the car. 

But good things usually come 
when you least expect them, and 

when the resident of the tiny 
town of Hancock saw the lovely 

gray coupe listed for sale in a 

shopper newspaper, McCaffrey’s 
interest in the car was quickly 

rekindled. Before he knew it, he 
had the car home in his garage. 

That was in 1996, and McCaffrey 

is still giddy over his good 

fortune. 

“I am just drawn to coupes. I 
just love coupes,” he chuckles. 

“There is just something about 

the coupe that draws my 
attention. It’s just fascinating to 

me how they design these cars 
with those lines, and how they 

flow together. 

“I was drawn to this car in ’74, 
but it was like candy that you can 
see but you can’t touch. I’m still 

infatuated with the car. I just 

love it. My wife thinks I’m goofy.” 

 

When he spotted the Plymouth 
for sale, McCaffrey was already 

happily attached to his 1950 
Chevrolet “Torpedo Back” sedan. 

“My wife said if you are buying 

that [Plymouth], the you gotta 
sell the ’50.” Since he had been 

waiting 22 years for the Plymouth 
coupe, McCaffrey parted with his 

Chevy. 

“A friend of mine bought this car 

in 1974 in Oakfield [Wis.] from 
the original owner for $200, but 

it doesn’t look like it does now,” 
McCaffrey said. “The interior 

looked same, but paint was 

starting to crack on the fenders 
and all that. 

“The original couple that owned 
it was named John and Haddy 

Kaufman. When John died, 
Haddie said to my friend, ‘I will 

let you have car for $200 if you 

will take me to the store and 

drive me when I need to run 
errands and go to church,’ so 

that’s what he did,’ but she died 
only a year or two later. When I 

bought the car, there still a little 

bouquet of flowers stuck up in 
between the visors. I was going 

to take them out, but my wife 
said ‘No, those flowers came 

from Haddy. You need to leave 
those in there.’ 

“So that’s my connection to 
Haddy. That was hers.” 

 

 

The Plymouth is fantastic 

condition inside and out and 
remains amazingly original. The 

cloth interior is wonderfully 
unrestored. The Balfour Green 

exterior paint was redone in 

1996, and a few other minor 
things were done, but for the 

most part, the car looks and 
drives like new. Perhaps the 

biggest changes McCaffrey has 

made beyond the paint are 
adding radial tires and replacing 

the original shock absorbers — 
which he did this year. 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1946-plymouth-super-deluxe-coupe/attachment/1946-plymouth11
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1946-plymouth-super-deluxe-coupe/attachment/1946-plymouth2
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1946-plymouth-super-deluxe-coupe/attachment/1946-plymouth9
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They were the original shocks 
from ’46,” he laughed. “There 

was nothing left of them… I still 
have the six-ply bias tires that 

were on it. I just couldn’t handle 
driving with them on. They just 

soaked up every crack and the 

car wandered so badly. The darn 
thing has only [4 1/2]-inch-wide 

rims and I didn’t have a lot of 
choices [for tires]. I finally 

bought some from Coker, and it’s 
a lot better to drive now. With 

the radials, it just floats. There is 

no grabbing the cracks. The 
railroad tracks I just roll cross… 

The 6-plys were like riding on 
stone. I felt like the Flintstones 

for a couple of years.” 

As far as he knows, the inline six 
under the hood has only been 
apart once, and McCaffrey credits 

the unleaded gas for that. “When 

I bought it in 1996 it had always 
used regular gas. Well, I started 

using no-lead and then I noticed 
it had a hesitation, so I took it in 

and they had to re-grind the 

valves because they were bunt.” 

 

 

McCaffrey is meticulous about 
the care and feeding of his 

Plymouth. The car is spotless 
most of the time, and he figures 

it’s been that way for most of its 
life. [The previous owner] took 

real good care of it, and he didn’t 

drive it much,” McCaffrey said. 
“At the time he had a Pantera 

and that was more the car he 
wanted to run around in … This 

one stayed home, and when he 
drove it, if it got it wet he ran 

right home and chamois it off. 

That has kind of stayed with 
me… I’m always toweling it off 

and wiping it down.” 

The previous owner undercoated 

the car, which no doubt has 
helped it stay rust-free. The fact 

that the car was always garage-
kept and has seen only 62,000 

miles in 67 years of life is 

probably even bigger reasons for 
its wonderful appearance today. 

 

The Special Deluxe models were 
the fancier of the two lines that 
Plymouth offered when it 

switched over to automobile 

production following the 
conclusion of World War II. At 

that time, the pent-up demand 
for new cars allowed Plymouth 

and other automakers to get 
away with offering basically 

warmed-over 1942 pre-war 

models for 1946. Actually, the P-
15 Series cars — the designation 

assigned to the first post-war 
Plymouths — didn’t change much 

until early 1949. A total of 

211,800 cars were built for the 

model year, making Plymouth the 

nation’s third-largest car 
producer. 

There were few visual differences 
that separated the Special Deluxe 

offerings from their bottom-tier 
deluxe siblings. A “Special 

Deluxe” script badge was found 
at the rear corner of the hood, 

and bright metal moldings 

surrounded the windshield. 
Styling all around was very 

similar to the 1942 offerings, 
although the front end was 

updated with a simpler grille bar 
pattern and wrap-around 

bumpers. In back, the rear 

fenders had a slightly heavier 
look and a lower wheel opening. 

Standard equipment included 
push-button starters, dual 

windshield wipers and sun visors, 
rear bumper fender guards, rear 

window vents on sedans, and a 
glove box lock. The Special 

Deluxe could be ordered with 

either pencil-stripe broad cloth 
upholstery or soft pile fabrics. 

 

The 3,057-lb. club coupe was 
one of six body styles in the 
Special Deluxe series. Also on the 

menu were a two-door three-

passenger coupe, two-door 
sedan, four-door sedan, 

convertible and wood-bodied 
station wagon. The ragtops and 

wagons were only offered in the 
Special Deluxe series. 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1946-plymouth-super-deluxe-coupe/attachment/1946-plymouth5
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All the Plymouths used the L-
head six-cylinder displacing 217.8 

cubic inches and rated at 95 hp 
with a three-speed manual 

transmission. 

In the immediate post-war years, 

prices for new cars escalated 
quickly, but for 1946 the new 

Plymouths were low-price 
leaders. Window stickers started 

at $1,089 for the three-

passenger coupe in the deluxe 
lineup and topped out at $1,539 

for the Special Deluxe “woody” 
station wagon. 

 

At first blush, the understated 
color of McCaffrey’s car would 

make it seem easy to overlook. 
Ironically, he has found it to be 

the opposite. “People are always 

asking me about the color,” he 
said. “It’s actually a Chrysler 

color, but it was made for 
Plymouths. 

“But the interior is a focal point. 
People always ask who did the 

interior, and I always say, 
‘Plymouth did, in 1946.’ They 

always so, ‘No!’ People can’t 

believe it’s the original interior.” 

For anybody who stops and talks 
to McCaffrey at a car show, it 

doesn’t take long to understand 

how much he enjoys his 
Plymouth. You get the impression 

that even if there were no shows 
to go to, no other car owners to 

chit-chat with, and no trophies to 

win, he’d enjoy the car just as 

much. 

“I just gravitated to this car, and 
it’s gonna stay with me until I 
can’t push the clutch or shift, or 

see!” he laughs. “Then it will go 

to my son, Ryan. He’s already 
got plans for it. He doesn’t want 

to change anything. He told me 
wholeheartedly he doesn’t want 

me to do anything to it or ‘street’ 

it out, but there’s no chance of 
that, anyway.” 

 

2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

  Top End Dragways 
10/12 Bracket Weekend 
10/13 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Swap Meet 
10/13 Roadsters Twin Cities 

  
Contact: Jack 612-849-
4916 

  St. Paul, Minnesota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

10/15 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Stutsman Harley Davidson 
10/18 Halloween Party & 

  Fall Fashion Show 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
10/26 Banquet 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

10/26 
Final "Big Money 
Weekend" 

10/27 Sabin, Minnesota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

11/12 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Stutsman Harley Davidson 
11/16 Scrooge Saturday 

  Shopping Event 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Stutsman Harley Davidson 
11/29 Operation Black Friday 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Stutsman Harley Davidson 
12/14 Holiday Open House 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

12/17 Awards Banquet 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1946-plymouth-super-deluxe-coupe/attachment/1946-plymouth13
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-week-1946-plymouth-super-deluxe-coupe/attachment/1946-plymouth1
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SWAP SHOP 

 

For Sale: 
1977 CHEVROLET 
CAMARO Z/28 454 

 
 

1977 Camaro Z28. 454 BB, 
450hp, Posi, PS, Pb, Disc 

changer. Completely restored. 
99% original except the digital 

dash and hood (needed a 
different one for the Big Block). 

Approx. 6600 miles on the 

"restore". Same owner since 
1983. $19,900. 

Scott Block 
701-269-3119 

 

For Sale: 
1990 CADILLAC 

DEVILLE

 
 

Runs and drives great, excellent 

highway mileage, very good 
condition. New tires, 152,000 

miles, straight body, no rust. 
Asking $2900 or best offer. 

Dave Olson 
701-252-3257 

 

For Sale: 
1964 Buick Skylark 

Coupe 
 

 
 

 
 

1964 Buick Skylark two door. 300 
V8. Gold interior and exterior. 

Asking $4000 

Leo Goll 
701-223-3114 

For Sale: 
WIDE ASSORTMENT OF 

PROJECT CARS 
Call for list 

 
Myke Baugh 

701-320-7660 
 

For Sale: 
1971 CHEVROLET K1500 
 

 
 

  
 
No Engine. Have transmission 

and all the rest of the drive train. 

Great restoration possibilities. 
Asking $1000 or best offer. 

Taylor Vining 
701-269-3205 

 
 

 

 
 

701-252-2467 
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For Sale: 
1969 CHEVROLET 
CAPRICE COUPE 

 

 
 
1969 Chevrolet Caprice Custom 

Coupe, 77,000 actual miles, all 

original, easy restoration, interior 
very nice (only needs headliner), 

runs great $5995.00 OBO Craig 
at 701-269-8150. 

CLUB SITES 
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