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LOOKING TOWARDS THE 

FUTURE:  

 

Written by Skovy 

The Jamestown Drag Races were 

held at the Jamestown Airport on 
July 27th and 28th. I did agree to 

help and on Saturday I did. It 

was driving me nuts having my 
Mr. Rat machine in the 

warehouse and not racing it. 
After figuring out the 

demographics of how to help and 

race … Sunday the Rat made its 
appearance. Running with the 

stock distributor had me shifting 
at 5000 rpm and my car just gets 

her adrenaline pumping by that 

time. Still I ran a 8:15 (100 mph) 
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in the 1/8th which impressed the 
hell out of me. Oh well that’s 

enough about me now … 

Our meeting this week is on 

Tuesday August 13 at the TWO 
RIVERS INN. JR is the cook on 

call and he’ll be cooking up 

hamburgers and brats for all of 
us to enjoy. Weather reports are 

looking clean and green so bring 
out your toys and let’s show 

them off. No charge if you’re a 
member so come hungry. 

Plenty of attention is coming to 

our Facebook page and Web Site. 

We are getting requests to 
“FRIEND” and “LIKE” every day. 

It’s cool. Hats off to Tom Ravely 
for a great job done. 

September 21st is right around 

the corner and our 3rd Annual Car 

Show is going to be huge. 

Stutsman Harley Davidson is now 

going to be with us for the show. 
There will be 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in 

People’s Choice, Bike, and Show 
Stopper. Remember Show 

Stopper Awards pay $$$. If you 

have a real sweet one bring it 
and our panel of judges might 

pick you for the competition. 

There will also be an area set 
aside for a swap meet area. If 

you have some wares that you 
want to peddle bring them. There 

will not be any tables to set your 

stuff on so make sure you bring 
what is needed. 

Things we’ll be talking about at 

the meeting is choosing judges 
for the show stopper award and 

getting posters out within a 50 
mile radius of Jamestown. 

Come to the meeting. Food, Fun, 

Friends, and Festivities! 

See you at the meeting on the 
13th of August at 6:30! 

Our Swap Shop section of the 

“RUMBLER” is growing. Check 

out the cool deals on some 
vehicles that are for sale. 

Remember, members advertise 
for free and it stays in till it sells! 

Skovy 
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MEMBERSHIP BIRTHDAY:  

JUNE 

Melissa Gleason  08/08 
Sue Jensen  08/10 

JeriLynn Gray  08/18 

Bob Baumann  08/22 
Ron Schauer  08/23 

Charlie Sullivan  08/24 
Delno Kleinknecht 08/25 

 
Miss your birthday? Please 
contact me at 701-202-7067 
whereas I can update your 
records. 
 

 
 

 

RUMBLER MINISTRY  

SCOTT W. BLOCK 

 
 

Cars: The New Religion? 

Many years ago there was an 
article in a magazine entitled, 
“America’s Love Affair with the 
Automobile.” From my 
perspective, nothing has 
changed, that headline is valid 
today. 

As proof of this assertion I offer 
to you the numerous car clubs in 
and Jamestown including the 
surrounding communities 
spreading out to the rest of the 
country. 

These car clubs are interesting 
phenomena. The people who 
belong to these clubs are even 
more interesting. They tend to 
be people who are very skilled in 
mechanical aptitude. They tend 
to be people who understand 
the mathematics of compression 
ratios, transmission gears, 
differential gears, and how to 
calculate horsepower. They 
understand the concept of 

economics. They know what 
things cost and what things are 
worth. Many of them are quite 
talented and exhibit many of 
these traits. 

Religion, specifically Christianity, 
has its own language and its own 
“secret code.” This is not unlike 
the medical profession, 
construction companies, and car 
dealers. Car clubs are no 
exceptions. They too have their 
own language and secret code 
that only “members” can 
understand and appreciate. 

For example, if one were to say, 
“I have a DZ302 and a 4-speed 
rockcrusher,” only a member of 
a car club, or somebody really 
talented with cars, would know 
that a DZ302 is a Chevrolet 
Camaro V8 engine manufactured 
in the late 1960’s. A 4-speed 
rockcrusher is a manual 
transmission also manufactured 
by Chevrolet. It is called a 
rockcrusher because it is so hard 
to shift gears that it felt as if you 
were crushing rocks with it 
instead of shifting gears. The 
secret here is that both of these 
items belong to the Camaro and 
Camaro Z28 family of cars. 

Now just because the examples 
given were Chevrolet does not 
mean that other brands are 
exempt from this special and 
secret code. Really, how many 
people know that Mopar means 
Chrysler products? Or that 
“hemi” comes from the word 
hemispherical and is applied to 
the heads of a motor? 

Some motor designations are so 
close sometimes, that only the 
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indoctrinated can distinguish 
between them. Do you have a 
402 or 403 motor? Knowing the 
difference means the difference 
between a Pontiac/Oldsmobile 
and a Chevrolet. But you have to 
be really careful because it might 
mean a Ford! 

Cars and religion are similar in 
that they both have their own 
language and secret code. Many 
times only members can know 
the difference and understand 
the language. Cars and religion 
are similar in that there is an 
object of worship. 

However, the major difference 
between cars and religion is 
specifically a living God. Cars my 
friends, are not alive, though 
some of us may want them to 
be. Cars can rust; they break 
down, and can be destroyed. Not 
so with God. God never rusts, or 
breaks down, and is never 
destroyed. God gives back to us; 
God’s object of love is us! Our 
object of love is God, and 
hopefully not a car. A car cannot 
love back. A car cannot be in 
relationship with a person, 
though some may feel that they 
can. 

Jesus Christ loves us. He gave his 
life for us. He rose again from 
the dead so we might live. Jesus 
wants to have a relationship with 
us. When is the last time your car 
loved you? 

Well, it is time to stop my 
ramblings. If you disagree with 
this article, or are offended by it, 
blame Skovy. He asked me to 
write a “religious” article! 
Blessings everyone! 

 

 

SEARLE SWEDLUND 
Executive Director 

 

 
 

I will soon be selecting “married” 

when I fill out surveys and 
applications.  As part of the final 

farewell to my single status, my 

two best buddies from college 
and I planned a weekend 

getaway to Keystone, CO for a 
Bluegrass and Beer Festival.  We 

plan these events yearly under 

the category of “man” weekends 
which have varied in nature from 

fishing to canoeing to random 
adventures.  This trip was a bit 

different because now I see the 

components of tourism in the 

components of our adventure. 

This month, we will begin to re 

imagine the impact tourism 
makes on this community.  The 

Buffalo City Tourism Board has 
selected to engage with Redplum 

Media in Jamestown to define 
this four point approach: 

1.  Define the best visitor for 

Jamestown – who will visit and 

how will their time spent create 
positive economic impact. 

2.  Create a consistent and 

official brand for the Jamestown 
visitor – something that will 

define the experience of our area 
and give visitors confidence of 

their time spent in Jamestown. 

3.  Expand our digital marketing 
presence. 

4.  Help us all get better at 

sharing the Jamestown story and 

creating a great experience. 

Jamestown is fortunate to have a 
plethora of great attractions with 

good infrastructure, surrounded 
by the natural beauty that 

defines North Dakota.  On behalf 
of the office and the Buffalo City 

Tourism Board, we look forward 

to enhancing the Jamestown 
experience and creating that 

defining experience that will 
continue to bring a positive 

economic impact on our 

community. 

For more details on these and 

other upcoming events, see the 

calendar in this newsletter or  
visit our new website at 

www.tourjamestown.com! 

Searle Swedlund, Executive 
Director, BCTF 

http://www.tourjamestown.com!/
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AIRPORT DRAG RACE 

RESULTS! 

Saturday July 27th, 2013 

BEST REACTION TIME 

Trophy Class           Connie Isaac 
ET Class         Grant Christianson 

Pro ET Class            Mike Forster 
 

TROPHY CLASS 

Kevin Tulp  1st Place 
Connie Isaac  2nd Place 

Kayla Schumacher 3rd Place 
 

ET CLASS 

Jaydon Berg  1st Place 
Grant Christianson 2nd Place 

John Rott  3rd Place 
 

PRO ET CLASS 
Larry Lindley  1st Place 

Mike Forster  2nd Place 

Brandon Guthmiller 3rd Place 
 

QUICK 16 CAR CLASS 
Joe Kolski  1st Place 

Dana Rathjen  2nd Place 

Dustin Buchmann 3rd Place 
 

QUICK 16 BIKE CLASS 

Ryan Schumacher 1st Place 

Kyle Neumiller  2nd Place 

Jim Rick  
 3rd Place 

 
CYCLES/SLEDS/ATV’s 

Troy Zahn  1st Place 

Mike Vanhove  2nd Place 
Ross Bendewald 3rd Place 

 
JUNIOR DRAGSTERS 

Carter Wetzstein 1st Place 
Sydni Berg  2nd Place 

April Wetzstein  3rd Place 

 
 

Sunday July 28th, 2013 

BEST REACTION TIME 
Trophy Class          Chris Isaac 

ET Class       Travis Elhard 

Pro ET Class   Cody Wetzstein 
 

TROPHY CLASS 
Chris Isaac  1st Place 

James Arnold  2nd Place 

Jordan Thomas  3rd Place 
 

ET CLASS 
Grant Christianson 1st Place 

Darrell Krapp  2nd Place 
Brett Elstad  3rd Place 

 

PRO ET CLASS 
Derrick Mooridian 1st Place 

Redge Nohrenberg 2nd Place 
Nathan Nienow  3rd Place 

 

QUICK 16 CAR CLASS 
Lucky Buchmann 1st Place 

Jesse Balderas  2nd Place 
Alex Rathjen  3rd Place 

 

QUICK 16 BIKE CLASS 
Bruce Phillips  1st Place 

Mike Vanhove  2nd Place 
Brent Abramson 3rd Place 

 
CYCLES/SLEDS/ATV’s 

Ross Bendwald  1st Place 

Randy Gordon  2nd Place 
Justin Valenta  3rd Place 

 

JUNIOR DRAGSTERS 

April Wetzstein  1st Place 

Sydni Berg  2nd Place 
Carter Wetzstein 3rd Place 

 

STUDEBAKER’S TREE SIGN 

TO BE RESTORED FOR 75TH 

ANNIVERSARY 

 
At 75 years old, any Studebaker 

will show a little wear and tear 

and probably require some 

restoration work, and the world’s 

largest (and greenest) remnant 

of the automaker – a half-mile-

long sign made up of pine trees 

outside New Carlisle, Indiana – is 

no exception. Left to suffer 

damage from storms and 

invasive plants, the sign may be 

getting help soon, now that an 

effort has begun to raise funds 

for its restoration and 

preservation. 

With a $9,000 challenge grant 

from the Wisconsin-based Jeffris 

Family Foundation in hand, the 

St. Joseph County Parks and 

Recreation Department now has 

to match that amount in 

donations to secure the grant, 

which will provide for the 

removal of dead trees and 

undergrowth as well as the 

planting of new trees to fill in 

damaged letters of the sign, 

which is on the National Register 

of Historic Places. Evie Kirkwood, 

director of the department, said 
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that about 2,000 red and white 

pine trees are left in the sign and 

that every storm that comes 

through the area topples a few 

more. “These pine trees are not 

the longest living when planted in 

our area, and because they were 

planted so close together, they’re 

now stressed and don’t have the 

root systems they should,” she 

said. “The trees that are left have 

filled out their crown and filled in 

any potential gaps, so we won’t 

know how many trees will need 

to be replaced until the dead 

trees and underbrush are 

removed.” 

The Civilian Conservation Corps 

planted the 5,000 or so trees that 

made up the sign in 1938 on 

what was then the Studebaker 

proving grounds, established a 

dozen years prior. Studebaker 

sold the proving grounds to 

Bendix in the mid-1960s, and 

Bendix later donated the part of 

the proving grounds that contains 

the sign to the county before 

eventually selling the remaining 

proving grounds to Bosch. While 

the sign survived the last 75 

years with no maintenance 

budget, the parks department 

began to look into preserving the 

sign in 2011 with a study that 

considered the health of the trees 

and suggested long-term 

management strategies for the 

sign. 

To raise the matching funds, the 

parks department will apply for 

local and regional grants as well 

as appeal to the public, offering 

individual letters in the sign for 

“adoption” at $2,000 per letter. 

In addition, the parks department 

has planned a 75th anniversary 

celebration for the sign that will 

include an all-Studebaker car 

show and presentations on both 

CCC and Studebaker history. The 

celebration will take place 

September 21 at Bendix Woods 

County Park, the location of the 

giant sign. For more information, 

visit sjcparks.org. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF A LEGEND:  

MICKEY THOMPSON 

ACHIEVES SHAV GLICK 

AWARD FOR HIS 

CALIFORNIA EXPLOITS 

 

Story and photos by dragzine.com 

Mickey Thompson–the man 
whose name, contributions, 
exploits, and legacy forever 
reverberate within the walls of 
automotive history. Although no 
longer with us, Mickey’s legacy 
was honored recently with the 
Shav Glick award by the Justice 
Brothers. 

Done at the Fontana Speedway 
back in March, the award, 
presented by Justice Brothers, 
recognizes industry figures 
that have made valuable or 
distinguished contributions in 
the state of California. Mickey 
was aptly chosen for such an 
honor, and joins the likes of, 
among others, recipients Dan 
Gurney, the famous Indy racer 
and Newport Beach resident, 
and Robert Petersen, the 
renowned publisher and founder 
of the Petersen Automotive 
Museum in Pasadena. 

Other nominees for the award 
were prolific drag racer Tom 
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McEwen, and Chris Pook, 
founder of the Toyota Grand Prix 
of Long Beach. 

Said Ken Warner, VP sales and 
marketing, Mickey Thompson 
Tires and Performance: “We are 
very proud that Mickey 
Thompson has been selected to 
receive this very special award in 
recognition of his substantial 
contributions to the industry 
here in the state of California. It 
is especially meaningful to us 
and to the Thompson family as 
we celebrate the company’s 50th 
anniversary this year.” 

Mickey Thompson greatly 
affected the automotive world: 
from his early days as a record 
setter in his Challenger I on the 
Bonneville Salt Flats, to his days 
racing funny cars in the late 
1960s, to the creation of SCORE 
and the Baja races, the man has 
set the benchmark for measuring 
ingenuity, promotion, and 
innovation. It’s fair to say that 
without Mickey Thompson, the 
racing world would be a lot less 
exciting. 

 

 

 

RUMBLER HUMOR:  

WALKING THE DOG 

A man was flying from Seattle to 
San Francisco.  Unexpectedly, 
the plane was diverted to 
Sacramento along the way. The 
flight attendant explained that 
there would be a delay, and if 

the passengers wanted to get off 
the aircraft the plane would re-
board in 50 minutes. 

Everybody got off the plane 
except one lady who was blind. 
The man had noticed her as he 
walked by and could tell the lady 
was blind because her Seeing Eye 
dog lay quietly underneath the 
seats in front of her throughout 
the entire flight.  He could also 
tell she had flown this very flight 
before because the pilot 
approached her, and calling her 
by name, said, ‘Kathy, we are in 
Sacramento for almost an hour. 
Would you like to get off and 
stretch your legs?’ 

The blind lady replied, ‘No 
thanks, but maybe Buddy would 
like to stretch his legs.’ 

Picture this: 

 

All the people in the gate area 
came to a complete standstill 
when they looked up and saw 
the pilot walk off the plane with 
a Seeing Eye dog! The pilot was 
even wearing sunglasses.  People 
scattered. They not only tried to 
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change planes, but they were 
trying to change airlines! 

True story... Have a great day 
and remember… Things are not 
always what they seem! 

 

AROUND MILL HILL 
 

 
 

Around Mill Hill is going to be a 

monthly evaluation of area 
businesses. If you are a paid 

member of the JVSM and would 
like to take part in this program, 

please let me know 
Skovy@donwilhelm.com and I 

will add your name to the list. 

 
Last month, Tom Ravely, Kara 

Hopkins, Jerilyn Gray, Andy Gray, 
and Skovy went to Grizzly’s and 

evaluated the service and food 

we received. 
 

Mind you, this article is not 
written to slam and business, but 

it is written to make the public 

aware of services the Jamestown 
residence are getting. 

 

Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5 

rating.  A number 5 is the best 

rating and a 0 rating is area 
needing work.  There is a total of 

600 points to be scored. 30 
points per line and there are 20 

fields that are evaluated. 

 
Again, these evaluations are not 

for the intention for getting 
anybody fired or to slam a 

business. It is a fact finding 
mission. 

 

 

 

2.5 STARS OUT OF 4! 

Meals were Lodge Ribeye & Bear 
Pasta, Appetizer Combo. The 

appetizers were the Appetizer 
Combo. Desert was Strawberry 

Cheesecake. 

MEET & GREET: 
1. Convey the feeling that 

you were a valued 

customer: 
23 points 76.67% 

2. Seat you and deliver 
menus in a courteous 

manner: 

30 points 100.00% 
3. Was the staff properly 

attired? 
28 points 93.33% 

 
SERVER: 

1. Suggest a beverage or 

specialty drink: 
16 points 53.33% 

2. Appear to be 

knowledgeable about the 

menu items: 
27 Points 90.00% 

3. Remain attentive 
throughout the dining 

experience: 

20 Points 66.67% 
4. Mention/Offer Appetizer? 

Options: 
27 points 90.00% 

 
APPETIZER: 

1. Serve the soup or salad 

within a reasonable time: 
26 Points 86.67% 

2. Was the order correct, 
complete and properly 

prepared? 

28 points 93.33% 
 

ENTRÉE: 
1. Were appropriate 

condiments served? 

27 Points 90.00% 
2. Check back to ensure 

that your meal was 
satisfactory: 

27 Points 90.00% 
3. Offer refills on 

beverage/drinks: 

26 Points 86.67% 
4. Was the order correct, 

complete and properly 
prepared? 

25 Points 83.33% 

 
DESERT: 

1. Mention/Offer Desert? 
Options: 

22 Points 73.33% 
2. Was the order correct, 

complete and properly 

prepared? 
28 Points 93.33% 

 
GENERAL: 

1. Did they appear to be 

busy and efficient in their 
work? 

21 Points 70.00% 
2. Were the tables properly 

bussed? 

mailto:Skovy@donwilhelm.com
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20 Points 66.67% 

3. Did the bartenders 

appear neat and 
professional in their 

appearance? 
28 Points 93.33% 

4. Did the overall dining 

experience meet or 
exceed your 

expectations: 
23 Points 76.67% 

5. Were there enough 
employees to take care 

of guests? 

22 Points 73.33% 
 

5. TOTAL POINTS: 
494 points 82.33% 

 

EVALUATION: 
 

The evaluation team arrived at 
Grizzly’s around 6:30 to 6:45. We 

were seated right away in a very 

pleasant manner. It did take a 
little longer than usual to be 

served, but there was a very 
impressive dinner crowd at that 

time. We were served our drinks 
in a very quick manner. 

It took almost 15 minutes for the 

server to come to our table only 

because we stopped him on the 
way by. We did make our 

appetizer order and it came out 
in a very timely manner. It was 

delicious. We had the Combo 
which had a little of everything 

on it. 

We waited another 20 minutes 

and finally put our dinner order 
in. We had Bear Creek Pasta and 

Lodge Ribeye. The bar area was 
full and we had a more than 

usual wait time, but when the 
food came to us it was well worth 

the wait. Delicious. Our server 

then became very attentive and 
offered 2 types of AWSOME 

cheesecake. 

I realize staffing is an issue when 

trying to implement a schedule, 

but I think that with a couple 
more individuals on staff for at 

least a couple hours more 
would’ve eliminated any 

excessive wait times that we 

encountered. 

Atmosphere was very impressive 

and the aroma of the barbecue 

chicken helped the mood of the 
facility. 

Grizzly’s, you receive 2.5 stars.  

 

MUSCLE CAR REVIEW:  

AMC AMX 

 

Story and photos by Daniel Strohl 
(Hemmings Muscle Machines) 

Nothing like it had ever come out 
of Kenosha before, and nothing 
like it would ever come out of 
there again.  

While AMC was no slouch in its 
ability to offer high-performance 
V-8-powered cars, most car 

buyers in the 1960s saw the 
company as being focused on 
economy and thriftiness, not on 
flashy displays of power.  

 

But on the heels of the 
Mustang's stunning success, 
AMC, like every other American 
manufacturer at the time, was 
forced to recognize that small, 
sporty cars had a place on dealer 
lots, not just on the showroom 
turntables. Sure, doctors and 
lawyers could buy Corvettes and 
Thunderbirds all day long, but 
now college students and 
secretaries could look forward to 
driving something with a little 
more guts than the average 
family sedan.  

So, for a brief span of about five 
years, AMC totally devoted itself 
to capturing the youth market. 
AMC first responded in 
September 1967 with the Javelin. 
Given the pony car-mad public, 
they knew it would sell, but with 
Dick Teague's urging, the 
company decided to go one step 
further with the AMX in February 
1968, the only mass-produced 
American two-seat sports coupe 
aside from the Corvette, and at 
$3,245, more than $1,000 less 
expensive than its honored 
competitor.  
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A lot of people saw the AMX as a 
12-inch shorter derivative of the 
Javelin, given the shared body 
panels and chassis. Yet AMC 
engineers and stylists designed 
both the AMX and the Javelin on 
separate tracks at the same time. 
By February 1968, with concept 
versions of both vehicles running 
the show circuit, AMC decided 
on the single platform for the 
production versions of both cars.  

Despite the buzz about the new 
AMX, AMC management didn't 
see the point of the effort and 
expense behind building two 
different sports cars, even if they 
shared most of their 
components. Midway through 
1968--not too long after the 
AMX's introduction, mind you--
management decided to cancel 
the two-seater body style after 
the 1970 model year and make 
the AMX a four-seater on the 
longer Javelin body. Declining 
sales also ostensibly factored 
into the decision. Sales in the 
shortened 1968 model year 
totaled 6,725, while 1969's 
amounted to 8,293. The 1970 
figures dropped by half to 4,116.  

Today, the two-seater AMX 
retains a vaunted spot among 
AMC fans, more so than the later 
versions. Unique versions, such 
as the Hurst-built SS/AMXs and 

the California 500 Specials, 
remain highly sought after, but 
at times it seems nearly every 
one of the 19,134 that AMC built 
during those three years remains 
in circulation and in demand, 
ensuring a good future for the 
first-generation AMX as a 
collectible muscle car. 

 

 

 

NEW CAR REVIEW:  

2014 GMC SIERRA 1500 

 

Story and photos by Kurt Ernst 
(motorauthority.com) 

The low thrum of the new 5.3-
liter Ecotec3 V8 engine calls little 

attention to itself as we cruise 
alongside the Pacific Ocean in a 

brand-new 2014 GMC Sierra 

1500 pickup. Our weekend target 
is El Capitan State Beach, just 

west of Santa Barbara, California, 
and our accommodations are 

latched on behind in the form of 

a 23-foot Airstream travel trailer. 

Our usual reaction to equipment 
like this would spawn a full-blown 

tow test on the nearest 

sweltering desert grade. We'd 
treat the trailer like so much 

deadweight, never venturing 
inside unless we needed to shift 

ballast around. Actual camping 
wouldn't occur. 

This outing is different: The 
coastal weather is too mild, the 

roads too flat. Besides, our 

previous 2009 pickup-truck 
comparison test proved that 

Chevrolet and GMC pickups tow 
well in conditions far more brutal 

than these. Strong as they were, 
those trucks felt old, tight and 

fidgety inside; no one on the test 

team looked forward to spending 
much time in them, towing or 

otherwise. 
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Camping done right is a stress-

free pursuit. We intend to see if 

the redesigned 2014 GMC Sierra 
1500 pickup can deliver us to the 

campsite primed and ready for 
some serious kicking back the 

moment we step from the cab. 

 

More of a Good Thing 

We're even less concerned about 

ultimate grade-climbing 
performance today because 

we've got one of three new 
Ecotec3 engines offered in the 

2014 GMC Sierra and Chevrolet 

Silverado. The "3" stands for a 
trio of engine technologies that 

greatly expand the performance 
envelope: direct injection, 

variable valve timing and cylinder 

deactivation. 

With them our 5.3-liter V8 can 
deliver up to 355 horsepower and 

383 pound-feet of torque, 40 and 

48 more of each, respectively 
than the previous 5.3-liter. With 

a light foot (and no trailer) it'll 
drink less fuel, too. The EPA 

rates our 4x4 at 16 city/22 

highway and 18 mpg combined: 
1 mpg and some 6 percent better 

than last year's weaker 5.3-liter 
V8 could manage. 

Backed with last year's likable 

six-speed automatic, the going is 

smooth. Our 4x4 accelerates 
smartly when asked and never 

struggles. With the trailer 
detached, it drops into V4 mode 

more readily than ever before, 

but the switchover is now 
undetectable. 

Earlier, before we climbed into 

our tow rig, we took a spin in 

another Sierra fitted with the new 
base 4.3-liter V6 and found that 

it's no slouch either. Its fortified 
output of 285 hp and 305 lb-ft of 

torque (90 and 45 more than 
before) works equally well with 

the six-speed automatic. 

It's a better drive than Ford's 

base V6, in fact, because the 
GMC's 27-lb-ft torque advantage 

keeps gear hunting at bay on the 

same roads that recently 
flummoxed our F-150. V6 fuel 

economy estimates are not yet 
available. 

Refined Cabin 

Beyond power and drivability, the 

most notable advances to the 
2014 GMC Sierra 1500 have to do 

with the cabin itself. 

 

Minimal engine noise enters the 

cabin, and the volume doesn't 

rise much when we prod the 
engine to work hard. Downshifts 

do not result in a ruckus or raised 
voices. And the 5.3-liter V8 and 

4.3-liter V6 feel equally smooth. 

Wind noise and road noise don't 

call attention to themselves, 

either. There's a faint whisper of 
each, but no more. 

A newly engineered cab has 

everything to do with this. 

Outwardly, the doors are now 
inset into the body instead of 

wrapping over the top. The upper 
rear corner is now rounded, 

allowing continuous triple seals to 

run around the perimeter of the 
opening for tighter and more 

reliable sealing. Underneath, new 
cab mounts offer improved 

isolation from vibrations 
percolating up from a 

strengthened fully boxed frame. 

 

Most Spacious Backseat 

But the cab improvements don't 
just keep out noise. The backseat 

of the 2014 GMC Sierra 1500 

Crew Cab we're driving has 2.2 
inches more rear legroom than 

last year. There are now 40.9 
inches of the stuff, up from 38.7 

inches. 

This is some trick because the 

Sierra's wheelbase and cab 
length dimensions are 

unchanged. Instead the rear seat 

has been set back a bit farther, 
while the front seatbacks have 

been reshaped to offer more 

http://www.edmunds.com/ford/f-150/2013/rating-details.html?sub=supercab
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knee and shin clearance to those 

behind. 

 

It's also much easier to climb into 
the backseat because the center 

door pillar has been moved 
forward. The rear doors are now 

a couple inches longer, new 

hinges let them open wider and 
the combined result is much 

more foot clearance as we slip in 
and out. 

These much-needed 
improvements finally bring GMC's 

Crew Cab — its most popular cab 
offering by far — up to snuff. Our 

tallest 6-foot-2-inch staffer could 

sit back there all day long. 

 

Must Be in the Front Row 

But the most visible changes of 

all greet those seated up front. 
The newly designed dash is quite 

handsome, and the look and feel 
of the materials has been raised 

a notch or two. Convincing 

brushed aluminum trim adorns 
the cabin in just-right amounts 

on the volume SLE and deluxe 
SLT grades. 

This new interior is extremely 
functional, too, particularly the 

central audio and climate 
controls. Both are much easier to 

use thanks to a redesigned 

combination of knobs and 

simplified buttons. 

 

Higher-level Intellilink audio 

functions, including Pandora, are 
easy to sort through on the 8-

inch color touchscreen that 

comes in at the SLE level. At 
times there's a slight lag, but 

we're rarely bothered because 
the icons illuminate to 

acknowledge the request. 

Another $795 adds navigation to 
this interface. 

A telescoping steering wheel is 

available at last, and we also like 

the available 4.2-inch color 
information screen between the 

gauges. The level of information 
it offers falls roughly between 

Ford F-150 and Ram 1500. 

Other Mechanical Changes 

In general, the 2014 GMC Sierra's 

ride comfort is smoother than 

before, owing to some fine-
tuning. But rear leaf springs are 

still in play. Low-level jitters and 
jiggles are still part of the 

unladen experience. The coil-

sprung Ram 1500 continues to 
rule this arena. 

The move to electronic power 

steering, on the other hand, is a 

clear step forward because the 
calibration is spot-on. The new 

Sierra goes down the road 
confidently, with a well-defined, 

straight-ahead feel and 

proportional effort through the 

corners. 

GMC now offers the base V6 in 

all cab, wheelbase and drive 
combinations, including a new 

153-inch wheelbase that supports 

the Crew Cab and the 6-foot-6-
inch midsize bed. This 

combination was previously 
restricted to 2500 and 3500 HD 

versions of the Sierra. 

 

Late this year the third Ecotec3 
engine, a 6.2-liter V8, will 

appear. No official power ratings 
have been released at this point, 

but the engineers say it'll make 

about 420 hp and 450 lb-ft of 
torque, more of each than any 

other engine in the class. The 
high-zoot Denali will arrive about 

the same time. 

Towing Details 

GM staffers tell us the Ecotec3 V6 

engine earns a best-in-class tow 

rating of 7,200 pounds. Trouble 
is, that rating only applies to the 

four-wheel-drive model since it 
comes standard with a 3.42 axle 

ratio. The Double Cab 4x2 V6 

model we would have used in our 
recent Ford F-150 vs. Ram 1500 

V6 tow test would have topped 
out at 6,000 pounds. 

The 5.3-liter V8 Crew Cab 4x4 
we're sitting in can tow 9,600 

pounds thanks to optional zero-
cost 3.42 axles. An optional Max 

Trailering package with 3.73 

http://www.edmunds.com/ram/1500/2013/rating-details.html?sub=quad-cab
http://www.edmunds.com/car-news/2014-gmc-sierra-denali-arrives-this-fall.html
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axles and stiffer leaf springs will 

boost that to 11,200 pounds: The 

11,500-pound advertised 
maximum tow rating requires the 

4x2 Double Cab configurations. 
Add the mighty 6.2-liter V8 and it 

nudges to 12,000 pounds. 

 

Of course GMC, like Chevrolet, 

has decided to ignore the new 
SAE tow rating procedure that 

would make these numbers 

relevant to the competition. As it 
stands, the ratings are only 

useful for comparison within the 
GM family. 

Time for S'mores 

At present, the Crew Cab is the 
only 2014 GMC Sierra 1500 

configuration available. Lower-

priced regular and double cab 

versions will come later in 

summer. The Max Trailering, 
Denali and 6.2-liter V8 engine 

options show up toward the end 
of the year. 

The volume-selling SLE comes 
standard with the V6. Its least 

expensive configuration for now 
is the 4x2 crew cab short bed, 

which starts at $36,680. A 5.3-

liter V8 comes standard in the 
SLT, which starts at $40,970. In 

either case add another $300 for 
the long wheelbase and 6-foot-6-

inch bed and $3,150 for four-
wheel drive. 

Our particular 2104 GMC Sierra 
1500 Crew Cab SLT 4x4 short 

bed truck carries a base price of 
$44,120. With a load of options it 

comes to $50,485, including 

things like navigation, the trailer 
brake controller, Driver Alert 

package ($845), sunroof ($995), 
20-inch wheels ($995), and Z71 

Off-Road package ($430), heated 

and cooled seats ($650) and a 
few others. 

At the end of the day, we unhook 

our Airstream and unfurl its 

awning in a fantastic mood, 
ready for some serious inaction. 

The trip here was utterly 
painless. 

 

This quick weekend getaway tells 

us that many of the grievances 
we've accumulated about the 

outgoing truck simply no longer 

apply. The 2014 GMC Sierra 1500 

pickup is now a very pleasant 

place to pass the time on a long 

journey to nowhere in particular. 
Or to work, for that matter. 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:  

1961 FORD 

THUNDERBIRD 

CONVERTIBLE 

 

Story and photos by John Gunnell (Old 
Cars Weekly) 

Tim Natarus’ 1961 Thunderbird 

convertible is one of five (or six, 
if you count a burned car) 

surviving special Anniversary 
Gold Indy 500 Pace Car 

Thunderbirds. This car took part 

in both the 50th and 100th 
anniversary celebrations of the 

Indy 500 at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. In 1961, it was 

one of the Indy 500 “Festival 
Cars” used in pre-race 

ceremonies and promotions. On 

the day of that race, actor 
Sebastian Cabot rode in the car. 

In 2011, Indianapolis Colts 
linebacker Gary Bracket rode in it 

for the Indy 500 centennial 

celebration. 

Natarus purchased the car about 
22 years ago through an ad. The 

Thunderbird was painted red 

when Natarus found it, but 
experts say it was common for 

the gold Festival Cars to be 
returned to the Indianapolis 

dealers that supplied them and 

http://www.edmunds.com/car-reviews/features/no-go-for-standardized-tow-ratings.html
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then repainted. After Natarus 

began restoring the car, he 

noticed that its VIN plate did not 
indicate a color. That helped him 

determine the car was an Indy 
500 Festival Car, only the fifth 

such example to surface at that 

time. 

 

 

 

 

 

During its restoration, the car 
was put back to its Festival Car 

colors and a sign shop was hired 
to faithfully reproduce the Indy 

500 graphics. The car turned out 
to be in excellent condition 

throughout. Natarus has since 

gathered extensive 
documentation of the car’s Indy 

Festival Car status, as well as 
memorabilia to go with the car. 

The car is a unique piece of 
Thunderbird history and a 

genuine piece of Indy 500 
history. Festival Cars are highly 

regarded by a select group of 
buyers interested in collectibles 

related to the race and the 

ceremonies promoting it. The 
50th Anniversary of the 

legendary Indianapolis 500-mile 
race was celebrated in May 1961, 

and Ford’s completely restyled 

Thunderbird was picked as pace 
car. 

 

The ‘Bullet Bird’ 

Instead of corners and angles, 
the new ’61 Thunderbird had 
smooth, curving lines. The 

downward-curved hood seemed 

to be moving forward, while the 
rest of the car seemed to be 

standing still. Two headlamps 
appeared on each side of the 

body and were integrated into 

the upper edge of the grille. A 
swept-under grille smoothly 

blended in with the pointed nose 
of the torpedo-shaped body. 

Decorative sculpting of the 1960 

Thunderbird design was gone for 

1961, because it added nothing 

to the new design. 

The new Thunderbird coupe and 
convertible did retain some 

traditional T-Bird design 

elements, such as the sloped 
nose and hood scoop. It 

remained a four-place personal 
luxury car with bucket seats and 

a center console. Short, outward-

canted rear fins and round tail 
lamps continued while unit-body 

construction remained a T-Bird 
benefit. 

Like the new 1961 Lincoln 
Continental which it was built 

alongside, the 1961 
Thunderbird’s frame and body 

components were welded into an 
integral unit, rather than being 

bolted together. Ford actually 

built the 1961 Thunderbird with 
two unitized sections featuring a 

rigid, box-sectioned joint at the 
cowl area. There was a fully new 

chassis and a larger, more 

powerful engine. For the first 
time, the T-Bird hood was hinged 

at the rear. The 1961 hood was 
also wider than the 1960 hood, 

while the 1961 fenders were 

narrower and were now bolted 
on to simplify body repairs. 

A new, thin-pillared “straight line” 
windshield was seen for 1961, 

along with the new idea of gluing 
the rearview mirror to the 

windshield. Ford offered 19 
“Diamond Lustre” exterior colors 

and 30 two-tones (including 
seven reversible combinations). 

The “luxury lounge” interior came 

in 16 different upholstery 
combinations and six colors. A 

smaller console added legroom. 

The 1961 Thunderbird 

convertible featured a fully 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1961-ford-thunderbird-convertible/attachment/1961-thunderbird2
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automatic top-retracting 

mechanism operated by the turn 

of a switch on the inside of the 
left-hand door. The lifting 

mechanism and pump assembly 
were relocated to inside the rear 

fenders, instead of behind the 

seat. To raise the top, the trunk 
lid opened at the rear and 

powerful motors lifted the top, 
extending it nearly straight up 

until it lowered over the 
passenger compartment. This 

isolated the top-riser mechanism 

from the passengers and made 
raising or lowering the top a 

quieter operation. 

 

Standard equipment on ’61 
Thunderbirds included a 300-hp, 
390-cid V-8 with dual exhaust, a 

fuel filter and an oil filter. The 

interior featured a “Lifeguard” 
padded instrument panel and 

cushioned sun visors; an electric 
clock with sweep second hand; 

automatic courtesy lights; turn 

signals; a deep-center steering 
wheel with a horn ring; 

individually adjustable front 
seats; a Safety-Swivel day/night 

tilt-type mirror; double-grip door 

locks; built-in armrests; floor 
carpets; full-width foam rubber 

seats; all-vinyl upholstery; and 
ashtray and a cigar lighter. 

Other Thunderbird equipment 
was comprised of full wheel 

covers; an air cleaner; five black 
8.00 x 14 tubeless tires; Cruise-

O-Matic transmission; power 
brakes; power steering; two-

speed electric windshield wipers; 

undercoating; safety belt 

anchors; coat hooks; a parking 

brake lamp; a glove box lamp; an 
ash tray lamp; back-up lamps; 

and a fully lined and illuminated 
luggage compartment. 

Setting the Pace 

On Indy 500 Festival cars such as 
Natarus’ Thunderbird, white 

convertible tops set off a special 

shade of gold metallic paint. 
Since Firestone Rubber Co. was 

sponsoring the 1961 Indy 500, 
Thunderbird pace cars were 

fitted with that brand of tire. Ford 

provided a total of 34 
convertibles for the race, which 

included a single official Pace 
Car, an alternate Pace Car and 

32 Indy 500 Festival Cars. 

The 32 Festival Cars fulfilled their 

official capacity by appearing in 
the parade the week before the 

race. They also carried the race 

car drivers around the track 
during introductions held before 

the race. The 32 festival cars plus 
the alternate pace car 

represented the 33 drivers that 
would start the race. 

 

The festival cars all featured 
black leather or black vinyl 
interiors. Specific markings 

appeared to identify these cars, 

including a large blue square 
frame about an inch wide, the 

center of which displayed 
“OFFICIAL CAR” in large black 

block letters at the center top of 

the door. Below, “500” appeared 

in large red numerals, just above 

the crease on the door. 
“FESTIVAL” in black script 

outlined by white was just below 
the crease, and below that, “MAY 

30, 1961” was applied, again in 

black lettering with a white 
outline. 

 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1961-ford-thunderbird-convertible/attachment/1961-thunderbird1
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1961-ford-thunderbird-convertible/attachment/1961-thunderbird4
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On all of the Festival Cars’ rear 
fenders, centered above the rear 

wheel opening and above the 
body side crease, appeared the 

words “COURTESY OF” in black 
script, followed by the name of 

the Ford dealer sponsoring that 

car, in black block lettering, just 
below the body side crease. 

After performing their assigned 
duties at the Indy 500-mile race, 

the 32 Festival Cars were 
returned to the sponsoring 

dealers who, in turn, presumably 
sold them. As stated, some were 

repainted to hide signs of the 
decals that had been affixed to 

them, likely in order to sell them. 

Of the 34 cars, six have been 
located and documented. It is 

believed that the Official Pace Car 
was given to A.J. Foyt as part of 

his winnings; some believe he 

later gave the car to his mother. 

 

The documented Indy 500 1961 
Thunderbird Festival Car 

destroyed by fire was in a blaze 
that devastated the Dick 

Tarnutzer collection in Lake Mills, 
Wis., in December 1999. 

Tarnutzer collected Indy 500 cars 

and memorabilia and exhibited 
his collection at his former car 

museum in Wisconsin Dells. The 
remains of the Tarnutzer car are 

believed to survive, and the 
possibility exists that it might be 

rebuilt. Two other surviving cars 

are in Indiana, one is in Arkansas 
and another is believed to be in 

Iowa. The sixth is Tim Natarus’ 

Wisconsin-based car featured 

here. 

The odometer of Natarus’ 1961 
Thunderbird indicates it has gone 
just 69,645 miles. The car has 

been restored and refinished in 

the correct Indy Gold color 
(Rinshed Mason J56949) and has 

a black vinyl interior. It has VIN 
1Y73Z137951, and the original 

engine, C1AE6015C. It has a 

unique PAO 8479 SPEC Paint tag. 
The car’s interior trim is No. 86 

black vinyl. The car’s “born on” 
date is 1A13 (Jan. 13, 1961). It 

has the factory gray plaid trunk 
trim and fender skirts, and was 

retrofitted with a Sports Roadster 

tonneau cover. It has also been 
documented by the Vintage 

Thunderbird Club International. 

 

. 

 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:  

1952 CHEVROLET 3100 

PICKUP 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old 
Cars Weekly) 

Mike Magden’s 1952 Chevrolet 

pickup is as handsome and 
classy-looking as almost any 

luxury car you’ll see at any old 
car show. It wears a beautiful 

teal-and-black two-tone paint 

job, has shiny wooden fencing 
above its perfectly restored box, 

and the interior is nearly flawless. 
The chrome grille and hubcaps 

shine like new. The wheels are 
painted teal to match the body, 

and the whitewall tires are 

squeaky clean. 

But Magden insists it’s all a bit of 
a mirage. Under all the makeup 

and lipstick is a humble work 

vehicle that just happens to be all 
dressed up for the prom. “It 

drives just like my father’s truck 
drove,” he laughs. “It drives like 

a truck. Nowadays, a truck is like 

a car. Back then, a  truck was a 
truck. You hear every noise, you 

feel the road — it’s a 1950s 
truck. It’s almost all stock and it 

drives like a truck did in the 

1950s. 

“If you’re gonna buy a truck like 
that, you gotta expect that it’s 

gonna drive like a truck. Some 

people are confused when they 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1961-ford-thunderbird-convertible/attachment/1961-thunderbird3
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buy something … They buy 

something and expect it to drive 

like their Mercedes drives. Back 
then, these trucks didn’t drive 

worth an [expletive], and they 
still don’t!” 

 

That might be true, but that 
hasn’t stopped Magden from 
falling hard for the half-ton 3100 

Series pickup that reminds him of 

the trucks his father had when he 
was a boy. The retired Naples, 

Fla., resident found his own 
Chevrolet hauler on eBay a few 

years ago, and although it wasn’t 

perfect, he decided he had to 
have it. 

 

“It was up in Pennsylvania, I 
think, and I took a chance and 

bought it online and they shipped 
it down here,” said Magden. “My 

father used to sell produce years 
ago and he had a truck just like 

this. It wasn’t a half-ton, it was a 

3/4-ton Chevy, but it was similar 
to this truck. That was the reason 

[I wanted it]. 

 

“My friend told me not to buy it 
because a lot of people are 

scamming people online, but I 

was lucky with this one.” 

Much of the restoration work on 
the pickup had already been 

done, but Magden still had some 

work on his hands to finish it off 
and bring it up to its current 

condition. “We did some drive 
train work … We painted the 

dash and put a new original radio 
in it,” Magden noted. “We put an 

antenna on it and the wipers 

didn’t work. And we put turn 
signals on it. In Florida, you have 

to have turn signals if you’re 
going to drive it.” 

The truck had already been 
repainted a non-factory teal with 

black fenders, which Magden 
decided not to change. 

Underneath, the body and bed of 

the truck was solid, which was 
the most important thing. “We 

had to do some work underneath 
and paint a couple of fenders and 

so forth, but it really didn’t need 

much bodywork,” he said. “We 

picked it up when the guy was 

just finishing it up, and that’s 
what we did.” 

 

Magden’s “Advanced Design” 

3100 pickup is one of 147,756 
such models produced for the 

1952 model year, making the 
half-ton pickups far and away the 

most popular Chevrolet 

commercial vehicle that year. A 
war-weary and truck-starved 

public was waiting when 
Chevrolet introduced its 

redesigned truck lineup in 1947. 

The new models were a big 
departure — literally — from the 

previous generation. The welded 
cabs — not bolted together — 

were a whopping eight inches 
wider and seven inches longer 

and had adjustable bench seating 

for three across. The higher and 
wider cab doors were more user 

friendly, and the bigger windows 
and windshield gave much 

greater visibility than ever before. 

A new three-point-type 
suspension gave the trucks a 
more cushioned ride and three-

on-the-tree column shifting made 

the pickups feel a little bit more 
like a car and a little less like a 

big rig. 

Pickups were available in the 

3100 Series (half-tons), 3600 
Series (3/4-ton) and 3800 Series 

(1-ton), with wheelbases of 116, 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1952-chevrolet-3100-pickup/attachment/1952-chevy-truck-2
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125 ¼, and 137 inches, 

respectively. All three lines had 

boxes that were 50 inches wide 
and 16 ¼ inches high on the 

sides (14 inches on the ends). 
Box beds still featured wooden 

construction with steel skid 

strips. Chrome grilles were not 
available from the factory on 

1952 models. The painted grilles 
had five broad horizontal bars 

below a broad hood ornament 
with rectangular parking lights in 

the upper corners of the top 

bars. Buyers could choose 
between Swift Red, Armor 

Yellow, White, Jet Black, Seacrest 
Green, Sun Beige and Cream 

paint colors. 

 

In ’52, half-ton Chevy vehicles 

were also available as chassis 
and cowl, chassis and cab, panel 

trucks, canopy trucks and 
suburban body styles with either 

tailgates or doors in back. All 

carried the same Thriftmaster 
216.5-cid inline six-cylinder that 

produced 92 hp and 176 lbs.-ft. 
of torque. 

Chevrolet trucks didn’t change 
much from year to year during 

the Advance Design era between 
1947-’54. Door vent windows 

were added in 1951 and push-

button door handles arrived in 
1952. Bigger news came in 1954 

with the arrival of a one-piece 
windshield, new grille, updated 

steering wheel and instrument 

panel, and a few other tweaks. 

The Advance Design era lasted 

into early 1955 when the much-
anticipated V-8 Chevrolet 

“Second Series” trucks arrived. 

Aside from the beautiful teal 

color, Magden has tried to keep 
his pickup as factory correct as 

possible. “We took it to a show 
and they said we had to change 

the clamps on the hoses and the 

heater control valve,” he said. 
“And one of the judges told me, 

‘You have a radio, but you don’t 
have the antenna,’ so we 

changed the radio to an original 
radio.” 

 

Magden has put about 1,900 
miles on the pickup since he got 

it. He isn’t sure how many miles 
the truck has traveled since it left 

the factory more than 60 years 

ago. “I don’t really know the 
history of it before I got it,” he 

said. 

Eventually, he plans to salute his 

father by applying a “Mag 
Produce” sign to the pickup’s 

doors. Then, just like his father, 
he figures he’ll just drive it and 

enjoy its bouncy ride and all its 

pickup charms. 

“We like to drive it. We bought it 
to drive it,” he says. “We might 

not drive it much, but we drive it. 

 

“They’re not supposed to be 
beauty queens.” 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY:  

1963 DODGE 880 STATION 

WAGON 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old 
Cars Weekly) 

For 50 years, Steve Murray’s 
1963 Dodge has been like a 
shadow. A big, black, heavily 

chromed, nine-passenger 

shadow. 

The car arrived in his family 
brand new, and after various 

members of the family took turns 

driving it into the ground, it has 
come full circle. It sat forgotten 

and semi-abandoned for several 
years, then got the kind of near-

perfect restoration that few 

station wagons will ever see. 
Today it is simply one of the 

nicest retro family haulers you’ll 
ever run across — a decorated 

AACA show car and a true “feel-
good” machine. 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1952-chevrolet-3100-pickup/attachment/1952-chevy-truck-9
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 “If it wasn’t the family car, I 

wouldn’t have brought it back,” 

chuckles Murray, a resident of 

Broomall, Pa. “The car wouldn’t 

have existed for me, but I grew 
up in this car and it has a lot of 

memories for me.” 

The black Dodge first landed in 

the Murray clan in the summer of 
1963 when Murray’s uncle 

bought the car new. “I think he 
got it from the Philadelphia Auto 

Mall,” he recalled. “He got a new 

car every two years. He was a 
salesman and he always had 

wagons, and my mom decided 
she liked the car and she decided 

to buy it from him and it became 
our family car… It’s been through 

the mill and back, of course. It 

was the family truckster for us.” 

 

Murray wound up working on the 
car in shop class during high 

school and rebuilt the Dodge’s 
tired engine. That was in 1976, 

about a year after Steve’s dad Bill 

had repainted the car. “I took my 
driver’s test in it and then drove 

it a few years, but it was pretty 
much used up at that point,” 

Murray recalled. “I bought a ’72 
Chevelle SS at the time — in ’78 

— and of course you can’t be 

cool in a wagon if you have a 
Chevelle SS. But I drove it all the 

way through graduation and then 
the following year — in ’78 — we 

wound up parking the wagon and 

kept it as a spare car. 1980 was 
last time it was on the road. 

Then it sat … and sat… and sat.” 

Murray and his parents were still 
fond enough of the loyal Dodge 

to keep it around, however, even 
if it had to rest outside and 

endure many months of abuse 
from Mother Nature. 

 

Murray insists he never had any 
grand plans to restore the old 

wagon, but, as the story often 
goes, one thing led to another. 

“It just wound up parked in the 
driveway. Finally I looked at the 

car one day and said to my dad, 

back in about ’82 or ’83, ‘What 
do you want to do?’ So we 

started ripping stuff off and 
decided we wanted to fix it up. In 

about ’90 I started getting ready 

to put paint on the car — and we 
were doing all the work in the 

driveway, of course. Then in ’92 
we painted it and we got the 

interior done in about ’96.” 

Even at that point, though, 

Murray says he wasn’t looking to 
make the car a show pony, “but 

after going to the AACA meet I 
started really clamping down and 

looking for correct parts.” 

Of course, chasing parts for a car 
that was a rare bird a half-
century ago is a pretty daunting 

task. Only 907 of the 1963 883 

wagons were built, and as nice 
as they were, not many folks 

went out of their way to preserve 
them. 

The 1963 model year marked the 
second year of a four-year run 

(1962-65) for the full-size Dodge 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1963-dodge-880-station-wagon/attachment/1963-dodge-wagon-back1
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1963-dodge-880-station-wagon/attachment/1963-dodge-wagon-dash
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880 Series. The lineup was 

introduced hastily in ’62 after 

Chrysler found itself short on 
bigger cars after downsizing its 

lineups the previous year and 
discontinuing the DeSoto 

nameplate in 1961. 

The first-year ’62 Custom 880 
models used the Chrysler 
Newport’s full-size body and the 

front end design of the 1961 

Dodge. They were the top-of-the 
line Dodges and were offered in 

six varieties, including six- and 
nine-passenger wagons. 

 

 

The following year Dodge offered 
both 880 and Custom 880 

models. The 880 line included 
only a four-door sedan and a pair 

of wagons. The top-tier Custom 
880 menu, meanwhile, added 

two- and four-door hardtops and 

a two-door convertible. The 880s 
and Custom 880s were identical 

except for some interior trim 
differences and were very close 

in price, too. 

The Murray family wagon was an 
880 and came with a base price 

of $3,257. With only 907 copies 

produced and only 1,082 the 

following year, the nine-
passenger wagon certainly did 

not prove to be a hit with buyers 
— most of whom apparently did 

not fully appreciate the joys of 

riding in the vehicle’s rear-facing 
third-row fold-down seat. 

 

The big, unit-body Dodges were 
powered by a base 361-cid, 265-
hp V-8, while the 383-cid/330-hp 

power plant was added to the 

1963 options list. Both used two-
barrel carburetors and single 

exhaust. A three-speed manual 
was standard on all the 880s and 

Custom 880s, but the optional 

three-speed TorqueFlite 
automatic with push-button 

shifting was a popular choice. A 
four-speed manual was offered 

the following year. Single-cylinder 

drum brakes on the front and 
back did the stopping 

 

The redesigned ’63s had a new 
full-width grille with narrow, 

convex vertical bars. “Dodge” 
was spelled out across the center 

of the hood in block letters and in 
script on the front fenders behind 

the headlights. Rear styling 

included new circular tail lights 
and beefy chrome housings. 

Other amenities included an 
adjustable steering wheel, 

optional air conditioning, an 
updated instrument cluster and 

new radio. The vinyl and soft-
fabric interiors came in five color 

choices, including blue, which 
went in the Murrays’ wagon. 

 

“It doesn’t have a whole lot of 
options,” Steve said. “I wish it 

had air, but it doesn’t. It’s got the 
Delco radio, padded dash, power 

steering and brakes. Back then 

you could basically order 
anything you wanted and they’d 

do it. This one has police brakes 
and suspension on it, I think. It 

has 11 x 3’s [drum brakes] all 

around and in the rear springs 
there is an extra leaf put in. 

Somewhere along the line it got 
heavy-duty brakes and 

suspension.” 

With a dizzying array of exterior 

trim pieces that reflected 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1963-dodge-880-station-wagon/attachment/1963-dodge-wagon-driver-side
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1963-dodge-880-station-wagon/attachment/1963-dodge-wagon-passenger
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1963-dodge-880-station-wagon/attachment/1963-dodge-engine-1
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Chrysler/Dodge’s “Forward 

Thinking” at the time, and an 

equally busy interior with lots of 
bright work and styling, the 

hulking Dodge is akin to a 4,200-
lb. jigsaw puzzle for a restorer. 

Murray knew it would be 

challenging, because he hadn’t 
seen another wagon like it in, 

well, he couldn’t really 
remember. “I’ve only ever seen 

two,” he said. “I couldn’t tell you 
if they were Customs. This a 

hardtop, which makes it rarer. 

They had some more bells and 
whistles and had some more 

chrome.” 

 

 

Murray had to improvise to 

rebuild and restore some of the 
wagon’s equipment, such as the 

roof rack and aluminum door 
sills. “What you can’t find you 

gotta use your best instinct and 

figure it out,” he said. “You do all 
your searching and if you can’t 

find one, you take two and put 
them together to and make one. 

Whatever it takes to put the car 
together.” 

The interior proved to be 
particularly challenging. “All of 

the cloth, headliner, carpet — 
that all had to be hand made,” 

Murray lamented. “The seats had 
to be handmade, and trust me, 

there was nothing left of the 

material on the seats. 

“I did probably 90 percent of the 
work myself. I did all underneath 

the car. I even painted the inside 

of the car myself.” 

The only real change he made to 
the car was the dual exhaust, 

which was more by necessity 

than choice. “It doesn’t have 
single exhaust anymore,” he 

laughed. “Nobody wants to make 
a Y pipe anymore. But I’ll live 

with it [laughs]. Other than that, 
it’s all original right down to the 

rubber, color, stickers, stitching, 

you name it.” 

There were times, Murray 

admitted, when it seemed like 
reviving the wagon was more 

work that it was worth. 
Somehow, though, the car had 

too much sentimental value to 
give up on. 

“I had a friend who helped me 
and when we finished up the 

paint and bodywork he said, 
‘Why are you wasting time on 

this wagon?’ I said, ‘It doesn’t 

look like anything without the 
stainless and chrome on it. Wait 

until you see it done!’ After you 
start spending a lot of money on 

a car and don’t see a lot of 

progress and things are all in 
boxes, yeah, you get a little 

depressed. But when you start 
seeing the car come together, 

that’s when the payoff comes.” 

 

The beautiful black wagon 
earned its AACA First Junior 

Award in 2004, followed by First 
Senior and Junior Grand National 

honors soon after. “I just wanted 
to get that preservation award, 

then enjoy driving it,” Murray 

said. “I spent four years not even 
pulling it out of the garage, and 

now you look at it … There’s just 
something about the car, I don’t 

know. It’s a big nine-passenger 
car, it’s black, and it’s got lots of 

chrome. It’s just a neat car.” 

Murray certainly hasn’t babied 
the wagon, however. He’s rolled 
up more than 28,000 miles on 

the odometer since the car has 

been back on the road. In all, he 
figured the Dodge has traveled 

about 175,000 miles since it was 
born. Murray has found the car is 

still too fun, and too practical, to 

leave it sit in the garage. 

“My original plan was just to 
make it a nice driver that is 

show-worthy,” he said, “one that 

I wouldn’t be afraid to drive. I 
didn’t do a rotisserie 

[restoration]. It’s a driver. I drive 
it everywhere. I drove it to 

Hershey, drove it to Hagerstown. 
I just put my foot down, and let’s 

go. 

“The only things I really don’t like 
about the car are the 4-ply tires. 

You really forget about how bad 
the roads really are and how 

much radials Band-Aid a really 

http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1963-dodge-880-station-wagon/attachment/1963-dodge-wagon-tailgate-down
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1963-dodge-880-station-wagon/attachment/1963-dodge-wagon-backseat-up
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/car-of-the-week/car-of-the-week-1963-dodge-880-station-wagon/attachment/1963-dodge-wagon-main3
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bad road.  With this car, you 

actually have to drive the car for 

a while to get used to it again. 
With the push-button 

transmission, when you get out 
you try to put the shifter back in 

‘park’. But overall it drives well, 

stops well, and handles very well. 
Believe it or not, the faster you 

go, the better the ride. I have no 
problem running 65-70 in this 

car. The faster it goes, the better 
it is. It just kind of lays down a 

little bit!” 

Murray says the wagon gets 
loads of attention and affection 
on its various hobby travels. 

Everybody has a good station 

wagon story, it seems, and 
plenty of folks still wish they had 

them. “People come to Hershey, 
and they come from all over, and 

they want to take it home. I say, 

‘You don’t have enough money!’ 

“A lot of people try to buy it, but 
I always say, if you see this car 

going down the road and I’m not 

driving it, look in the back, 
because I’m taking it with me!” 
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2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

08/09 Car Show & Rod Run 
to Dakota Rodders 

08/11 Granny Run 

  
Grand Rapids, North 
Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
08/10 NLRA Late Model Special 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
08/10 Bracket Weekend 
08/11 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Buffalo City Karting 
08/11 Race #7 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

08/13 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/15 Brainerd International 
to Lucas Oil NHRA Nationals 

08/18 Brainerd, Minnesota 

  James Valley Off Roaders 
08/17 Races @ Horace 1:00 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
08/17 Back to school night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Car Show 

08/17 Crookston Classic Cruisers 
  Crookston, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 
08/17 Shootout Races Quick 8 
08/18 Coca-Cola Points Race #7 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  James Valley Off Roaders 
08/18 Races @ Jamestown 1:00 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Buffalo City Karting 
08/18 Race #8 

  Final Race 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/21 Brainerd International 
08/21 Wendsday Night Drags 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Cruise & Supper 
08/22 Custom Cruisers 

  Aberdeen, South Dakota 

  James Valley Off Roaders 
08/24 Races @ Mapleton 1:00 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
08/24 Season Championship 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
08/24 Bracket Weekend 
08/25 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 

  Thunder on the Prairie 
08/29 Car Show downtown Pierre 
08/30 NHRA Street Legal Races 
08/31 Coca-Cola Points Race #8 

  Junior Dragsters 

  
Thunderstruck Jet 
Dragster 

09/01 Coca-Cola Points Race #9 
09/02 Coca-Cola Points Race #10 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Brainerd International 
08/30 Muscle Car Shootout 
09/01 Grand Finale 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Car Show, Auction, Races 
08/30 Motor Magic Weekend 
09/01 Minot, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
08/31 MW Mod Special 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

08/31 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
09/01 Street Stock Special 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Cruise & Supper 
09/04 Custom Cruisers 

  Aberdeen, South Dakota 

09/04 Brainerd International 
09/04 Wendsday Night Drags 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Top End Dragways 
09/07 Bracket Weekend 
09/08 Sabin, Minnesota 

09/13 Brainerd International 
09/15 Season Finale 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

09/13 Heartland Park 
& ET Finals 

09/15 Topeka, Kansas 

09/13 Brainerd International 
to CRA Superbike Racing 

09/15 Brainerd, Minnesota 

  James Valley Off Roaders 
09/15 Races @ Jamestown 1:00 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

09/17 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
09/20 42nd Annual 
09/21 Stockcar Stampede 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

09/21 Don Wilhelm Inc.  
  3rd Annual Car Show 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 

09/20 
National Open Test-n-
Tune 

09/21 Stc/SStk Combo 
  Drag Sled 

09/22 Finals Class Races 
  Pierre, South Dakota 

  James Valley Off Roaders 
09/21 Races @ Enderlin 1:00 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

09/21 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

09/22 2 Day Event 
  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Cruise & Supper 
09/22 Custom Cruisers 

  Aberdeen, South Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
09/28 Mid West Wild Bunch 
09/29 Sabin, Minnesota 

08/02 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

08/04 Race 6 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Top End Dragways 

10/05 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 
10/05 Fall Finale Shootout 
10/06 Fall Finale Class Races 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
10/12 Bracket Weekend 
10/13 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Swap Meet 
10/13 Roadsters Twin Cities 

  
Contact: Jack 612-849-
4916 

  St. Paul, Minnesota 

  
James Valley Street 

Machines 
10/15 Monthly Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
10/26 Banquet 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

10/26 
Final "Big Money 
Weekend" 

10/27 Sabin, Minnesota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

11/12 Monthly Meeting 
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  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

12/17 Awards Banquet 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

 

SWAP SHOP 

 

For Sale: 
1977 CHEVROLET 
CAMARO Z/28 454 

 
 

1977 Camaro Z28. 454 BB, 
450hp, posi, ps, pb, Disc 

changer. Completely restored. 
99% original except the digital 

dash and hood (needed a 

different one for the Big Block). 

Approx 6600 miles on the 

"restore". Same owner since 
1983. $19,900. 

Scott Block 
701-269-3119 

For Sale: 
1990 CADILLAC 

DEVILLE

 
 
Runs and drives great, excellent 

highway mileage, very good 

condition. New tires, 152,000 
miles, straight body, no rust. 

Asking $2900 or best offer. 
Dave Olson 

701-252-3257 

 
For Sale: 

1964 Buick Skylark 
Coupe 

 

 
 

 

 
1964 Buick Skylark two door. 300 

V8. Gold interior and exterior. 
Asking $4000 

Leo Goll 
701-223-3114 

For Sale: 
WIDE ASSORTMENT OF 

PROJECT CARS 
Call for list 

 
Myke Baugh 
701-320-7660 

 

For Sale: 
1971 CHEVROLET K1500 
 

 
 

  
 

No Engine. Have transmission 

and all the rest of the drive train. 
Great restoration possibilities. 

Asking $1000 or best offer. 
Taylor Vining 

701-269-3205 
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CLUB SITES 
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