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LOOKING TOWARDS 
THE FUTURE! 

 

Written by Skovy 

Well here we are 2013. Last year 

went by so fast. I’m happy to 
report that after 1 year of being 

an organization we are in the 

BLACK! 

We had a very successful Awards 

Banquet in December. Our 

auction netted us $2,800.00 in 
which we paid for the Prime Rib 

dinner and all our 2012  
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expenses. Amazing! Not many 
businesses or organizations can 

boast of being profitable in just 
one year time. Thank you and 

Kudos to all that helped. 

46 people attended our 1st 
annual Awards Banquet. Already 

I’m accumulating items for our 

next Awards Banquet. I’ve 
included some pictures of the 

banquet, thank you to Craig 
Gaier for taking the pictures. 

There has been a lot of talk 

about doing a winter show. I  

 

know that you as membership 
have missed this show and in the 

months coming we’ll talk more 
and more about the possibility of 

sponsoring and putting on this 

show. The fall show that we have 
at Don Wilhelm Inc. takes a lot 

out of a person, so we’ll talk 
about committee’s for that winter 

show and see how that works. 

As you may have heard, we 
announced at the Awards 

Banquet that if the 1/8 mile race 

track comes to fruition, JVSM 
would sponsor the timers shack. 

I like the block house idea like 
the ones at the entrance of the 

Fort as the shape of it. More talk 

of the fund raising we’ll do when 
we hear more of how the track is 

progressing. 

Again, our organization will have 
a sign at the Buffalo City Karters. 

I am an announcer for the 
Karters. If you get a chance this 

summer, you should come out 

and watch them race on 
Sundays. A schedule will be 

posted in the “RUMBLER” when it 
became available. I also 

challenged the Buffalo City 

Karters that if they can get 10 
signatures per race from the 

drivers at the big track the James 
Valley Street Machines would 

donate an additional $500.00 at 
their Christmas Party/Awards 

Banquet. These drivers will have 

to be in attendance at the races 
on Sunday. Good luck you kids! 

I don’t want to get too windy 

because 2013 is bringing lots of 
exciting projects. One that I 

really like is that we are 

organizing at least 3 runs to 
different communities. We will 

discuss destinations at our 
meetings. I think it would be cool 

to come meet our sister city the 
Bridge City Cruisers in Sanborn 

for some sort of rally or even just 

for dinner. Even meeting the Hi 
Rollers from Aberdeen in 

Ellendale would be neat. We’ll 
discuss it more at our meetings. 

 

2013 is upon us everybody. 

There has been a lot of you that 
have already paid their 2013 

dues, but if you forgot, make 
sure you get them to me. Your 

dues are a needed for 2013 

activities. Businesses please send 
in your advertising money. I 



P a g e  | 3 

 
wouldn’t want to see you miss an 
issue if the “RUMBLER” 

magazine. It touches over 1000 
people! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMICAL STORY 

 

Labor Union Rep 

A labor union rep walks into a 
bar next door to the factory and 

is about to order a drink to 
celebrate Obama's victory when 

he sees a guy close by wearing a 

Romney for President button 
and two beers in front of him. 

 
He doesn't have to be an 

Einstein to know that this guy is  
an Republican. So, he shouts 

over to the bartender so loudly 

that everyone can hear, "Drinks 
for everyone in here, bartender, 

but not for the Republican." 
  

Soon after the drinks have been 

handed out, the Republican 
gives him a big smile, waves at 

him, then says, "Thank you!" in 
an equally loud voice. This 

infuriates the union rep. 

  
The union rep once again loudly 

orders drinks for everyone 

except the Republican.  
 

As before, this does not seem to 
bother the Republican. He 

continues to smile, and again 
yells, "Thank you!"  

 

The union man once again 
loudly orders drinks for everyone 

except the Republican. As 
before, this does not seem to 

bother the Republican. He 

continues to smile, and again 
yells, "Thank you!"  

 
The union man asks the 

bartender, "What the hell is the 

matter with that Republican? 
I've ordered three rounds of 

drinks for everyone in the bar 
but him, and all the silly guy 

does is smile and thanks me. Is 
he nuts?"  

 

"Nope," replies the 
bartender. "He owns the 
place." 

 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE 
MONTH OF JANUARY 

 

Martha Tracy  01/02 
Verdel (Jake) Jacobson 01/07 

Dick VanFleet  01/16 
Ruth Johnston  01/19 

Caroline Miemietz 01/19 

Brian Kamlitz  01/24 
Larry Krein  01/29 

Kevin Thoele  01/25 
 

Miss your birthday? Please 
contact me at 701-202-7067 
whereas I can update your 
records. 
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SEARLE SWEDLUND 
Executive Director 

 

 
 

BUFFALO CITY TOURISM 
HIRES NEW EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR ANNUAL MEETING 
SCHEDULED 

Searle Swedlund from Moorhead, 

Minnesota has been hired as the 

new Executive Director for 
Buffalo City Tourism. Searle’s 

experience of 14 years at 
Concordia College in a variety of 

capacities, most recently as the 
Associate Director of Alumni 

Relations, will serve him well in 

this position. Searle views 
Jamestown as “A jewel on the 

prairie that provides wonderful 
access to historical events, social 

outlets and its people provide the 

element of hospitality that make 
it unique.” 

The public is cordially invited to a 

Meet & Greet for Searle on 
Tuesday, January 22nd from 2 PM 

to 4 PM in the Lantern Room at 
the Depot Cafe. Coffee and 

cookies will be served. At 4 PM, 

Buffalo City Tourism will host 
their 8th Annual Meeting with a 

business meeting followed by 
awards.  

Outgoing President Dave Smette 

hands over the gavel to Alden 
Kollman and Outgoing Board 

Members Bob Lulay, Mark Wolf, 

Corey Bayer and Pam Phillips will 
be recognized. Mitzi Hager, Rev. 

Rich Fitzer, Paul Butenhoff and 
Jon Lillejord will become new 

Board Members.  

Searle Swedlund, Executive 
Director, BCTF 

 

 

THE EVOLUTION OF A 
TRADEMARK 

 

 
 

Story from turbinecar.com/mopar-history 

This led to the Mopar trademark 

becoming one of the most 
familiar trademarks in automotive 

history. However, we'll bet you 
didn't know that it evolved from a 

group of unlikely characters that 
included a genius, a camel and a 

robot. 

 
The genius was Nelson L Farley, 

Chrysler Division's sales 
promotional manager in the 

1930s. Farley had established a 

"think tank" called the Activities 
Council, whose purpose was to 

brainstorm new merchandising 
ideas and report back to him. 

In the spring of 1937, this 

activities council was working on 
the creation of a product name to 

put on cans of Chrysler Motor 

Parts antifreeze that was being 
used in their cars. The group, 

after many suggestions, came up 
with a simple name that would 

be easy to remember: a 

combination of the words motors 
and parts hence the word... 

MOPAR. 
 

Now Chrysler needed a logotype 
for the trade name. The first 

attempt, created by a man 

named Burke Bartlett, was a 
bright purple logo arranged in a 

vertical arrow. Farley immediately 
rejected it because he didn't like 

the downward pointing arrow or 

the use of the color purple. 

 

The next design became one of 
the most famous and distinctive 
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trademarks of the century, the 
unique signpost of the Chrysler 

Parts Division. 

The Activities Council then came 
up with a way to introduce the 

new acronym to the public. They 

created a character named "Mr. 
Mopar" who made his first debut 

in the form of a camel. 

 

In 1937 the Shriners national 

convention came to Detroit, and 

Chrysler Corporation's Parts 
Division was creating a corporate 

float for the opening parade. A 
camel seemed to fit right in. The 

float was made up of piston 

rings, cylinders, push rods, oil 
pans, etc. Of course, the camel 

needed someone to lead it. 

 

A year or two earlier, a man 
named Vern Dupuis had made a 

small "mechanical man" 
fashioned out of parts. The group 

found this mechanical man, 

named him 'ACCY, " an 

abbreviation for accessory, and 
put him in front of the camel. An 

employee in full Moslem dress sat 
atop the camel and the float was 

a big hit. 

Eleven years later when Dupuis 

was in the Merchandising and 
Development Department he 

modified "ACCY" into a moving 
and speaking robot and renamed 

him "Mr. Mopar " A later version 
of this robot made television 

appearances from coast to coast. 

Today, the familiar Pentastar and 

Mopar signature in process blue 
is seen on the package designs 

and labeling of more than 40,000 
quality-engineered original 

equipment replacement parts. 

So what 's in a name? An entire 
history. If the name is "Mopar, " 

it stands for "Motor" and "Parts" 

and quality engineering. The 
color of the name, like Chrysler, 

is always blue. 

You know that the term Mopar 
came about by combining the 

words motor and parts, but what 
you may not know, is that the 

development and growth of 

Mopar is quite a story. 

1959-1963 Prior to 1960, 
Chrysler had very little 

involvement in what has been 
termed "the aftermarket," which 

is the overproduction of parts for 
sale to the independent parts 

distributors. Toward the end of 

the 1950s, Chrysler began to see 
the advantages of the 

aftermarket, and the 
opportunities it could provide. 

The aftermarket had a great 

profit capability, as well as 
market stability. Chrysler knew 

that during bad times, auto 
owners tended to spend more 

money to keep their older cars 

running, as opposed to buying 
new vehicles. 

Along with penetrating the 

automotive aftermarket, in 
November of 1963, Chrysler 

announced plans for the 

elimination of all of its 
wholesalers. At this time, the 

Mopar logo continued to display 
the Chrysler models available. 

 

1964-1971 The biggest problem 
at the time was that Chrysler 

dealers could not compete with 
the wholesalers because the 

wholesalers were beating their 

prices. The solution for Chrysler 
was to go back to the depot 

system used in earlier years. In 
July of 1964, a depot network 

was set up consisting of Area 
Depots, Regional Depots and 

National Depots, eighteen in all. 

By 1965, Chrysler parts were 
being distributed by two separate 

systems. The Dealer Parts Sales 
Group supplied Chrysler parts 
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through Chrysler dealers and 
wholesalers, and the 

Independent Aftermarket Parts 
Sales Group distributed Mopar 

parts through franchised 

warehouse distributors, or WDs. 
The Mopar logo no longer 

displayed the model 
designations, and took on the 

Omega M that we see today. 

1972-1984 Chrysler developed 
newer methods of distribution, 

inventory control and tracking 

systems, to name a few. With the 
widespread advancements 

happening In technology, 
Chrysler was able to meet supply 

and demand at a greater rate 

than that in earlier years. 
Wholesalers were out of the 

picture, and Chrysler only dealt 
with aftermarket parts through 

the dealer network. At this time, 

the Mopar Logo began featuring 
the well-known pentastar In 

addition, the colors were updated 
to red, white and blue. 

1985-1990 Chrysler continued to 

flourish, with the addition of 
American Motors Corporation 

(AMC), and expanded their parts 

operations. Also, Chrysler 
sponsored events such as drag 

racing presented an ideal form of 
recognition for Mopar. "Chrysler 

Corporation Genuine Parts" was 
incorporated into the Mopar logo, 

so as to differentiate genuine 

Chrysler parts from aftermarket 
and counterfeit parts. 

Today, Mopar represents quality 

replacement parts for Chrysler, 
Plymouth, Dodge, Jeep, and 

Eagle products. The tag line "Get 
Real. Get Mopar tells customers 

that Mopar is designed to fit and 

work the best for all Chrysler 
Corporation Products. 

COMICAL STORY 

 

Living in Detroit. 

This happened on a flight getting 

ready to depart for Detroit. 
 

Jack was sitting on the plane 
when a guy took the seat beside 

him. The guy was an emotional 

wreck, pale, hands shaking,  
moaning in fear. 

 
"What's the matter?" Jack asked. 

 
"I've been transferred to Detroit, 

there's crazy people there. 

They've got lots of shootings, 
gangs, race riots, drugs, poor 

public schools, and the highest  
crime rate." 

 

Jack replied, "I've lived in Detroit 
all my life. It's not as bad as the 

media says. Find a nice home, go 
to work, mind your own business, 

enroll your kids in a nice private 
school.  

 

It's as safe a place as anywhere 
in the world." 

 
The guy relaxed and stopped 

shaking and said, "Oh, thank 

you. I've been worried to death.  
But if you live there and say it's 

OK, I'll take your word for it. 
What do you do for a living?" 

 
"Me?" said Jack. "I'm a tail 

Gunner on a Budweiser truck." 
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CLASSIC CAR 

SUMMARY: 

1967 SHELBY MUSTANG 

GT500 

 

This story and photos are by Angelo Van 
Bogart (Old Cars Weekly). 

Some of us ask for ponies and 

Hot Wheels cars as kids. As a 
child, Jane Marshall of Belgium, 

Wis., asked her father for a 1967 
Shelby. She was denied. 

 

“I remember being 8 years old 

and seeing them on TV and 
saying to my dad, ‘You need to 

buy one,’ and he said, ‘When you 
grow up you can buy one,’ and 

now we have three,” Marshall 
said. 

Marshall’s first Shelby was the 
fastback 1967 G.T. 500 pictured 

here, purchased in 1998, sight 
unseen. Her friends thought she 

was crazy for not looking at the 
car before bidding, but shortly 

after winning the car in an online 

auction, it became clear to 
Marshall she had bought one of 

the good ones. 

“I was called every name in the 

book by my friends for not 
looking at it first, but after the 

auction ended, the dealer offered 
me $10,000 not to take it,” she 

said. 

 

The dealer was Stephen Becker, 
owner of Planet Cobra in Sugar 

Hill, Ga. Before bidding, Marshall 
said she researched Becker and 

knew he was a reputable person. 

“Becker said he had so many 

people call him who didn’t have 
the opportunity to bid. He said, 

‘If you don’t want the car, I’ll 
send you a check.’ We had it 

shipped sight unseen and it was 
everything I thought and then 

some. It was my dream come 

true.” 

The Shelby has a dreamy history 

that starts with the first owner, a 
woman in Indiana. 

“I have papers from where she 
bought it,” Marshall said. “I have 

quite an extensive paper trail of 
everything she did to it. It’s 

highly documented. From what I 

understand, she bought it off a 
lot. She must have been pretty 

cool.” 

 

 

Among the documentation is 
proof the Shelby received an 
aftermarket Hurst shifter before 

the first owner drove it off the lot 

of Jerry Alderman Ford Sales in 
Indianapolis. 

“Ford had a shifter on it that you 
pulled up and then down for 

reverse, and most people are 
used to that H-pattern, and 

people changed them [to Hurst 
shifters], so I left it that way,” 

Marshall said. 
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Hatching the 1967 Shelby 

Compared to a standard 

Mustang, there weren’t a ton of 
options available on a first-year 

Shelby G.T. 500. True, the 
Mustang-based Shelby had been 

offered since 1965 as a G.T. 350 
performance car by Carroll 

Shelby, who had already made a 

name for himself as a car 
producer beginning with the 

Shelby Cobra of 1962. By 1967, 
the Mustang-based Shelby was 

evolving into a different beast 

from the original 1965 model. It 
was based on the redesigned 

1967 Mustang fastback body, 
which finally provided more room 

in the engine compartment 

between the shock towers for 
more cubes of Blue Oval power. 

 

As a result, the 1967 Mustangs 

were larger cars, so while Shelby 
was at it, work was undertaken 

to better visually differentiate the 

Shelby from the Mustang. Since a 
1967 G.T. 500 was base-priced at 

$4,195 while a base-priced 
Mustang fastback started at 

$2,698, the styling changes 

would help Shelby justify its car’s 
higher price. 

 

To keep development costs down 
while funds were devoted to 

appearance, Shelby American 
relied more on available Ford 

Motor Co. parts to improve 

handling and increase 
performance than install 

upgraded components at a 
higher cost as it had in the past. 

The result was a more luxurious 
road car and less of a road 

course warrior, a fact Shelby 

readily acknowledged in its 
advertising that touted “Road 

Cars.” 

“Do you agree with Carroll Shelby 

that good driving is a fine art? 
Then these all new 1967 Shelby 

GT cars are custom-crafted for 
you. By incorporating his 

competition-proved design and 

engineering features in the 
Mustang, Carroll Shelby has 

created two unique road 
performers that carry the lowest 

price tags of any true GT cars.” 

After detailing the engine and 
transmission choices, the ad 
went on to provide a list of the 

Shelby’s features before laying 

on the sales pitch. 

“Naturally, you’ll find true GT 
features. Unique Shelby styling. 

Luxury interior with bucket seats, 
complete instrumentation, wood-

rim steering wheel, folding rear 

seat (an extra-cost option).” 

 

That “unique Shelby styling” is 

largely credited to Ford designer 
Charlie McHose, who went to 

work styling the 1967 Shelby at 
the company’s headquarters in a 

Los Angeles International Airport 

hanger in mid 1966. His goal was 
to give Carroll Shelby’s pony cars 

more of their own image. 
Eventually, McHose was joined 

by his former instructor, Joe 
Farrer, and Carl Nasson, a Ford 

clay design mold expert. All three 

worked to give the 1967 Shelbys 
their sinister look. McHose 

sketched the designs; Farrer 
carved the parts to match a 

stripped Mustang fastback shell; 

and Nasson made the molds. 
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In the end, the 1967 Shelby was 
made to look leaner and meaner 

than a Mustang with a longer 
nose that incorporated four 

smaller 1960 Ford headlamps, a 

functional dual-snorkel flat hood 
scoop and a different lower front 

valance with a larger opening. 
There were also side scoops in 

place on the fastback’s sail 

panels and on the rear side body 
coves, a full-width rear ducktail 

spoiler and new Mercury Cougar 
tail lamps that required a 

different tail panel to be used on 
the Mustang body. These body 

components were fashioned out 

of fiberglass and fitted to 
Mustang bodies to create the 

Shelby’s unique look. However, 
the Mustang body shell supplied 

to Shelby American by Ford for 

design and construction of these 
components had been used for 

seat belt crash testing and was 
subtly tweaked, resulting in ill-

fitting fiberglass parts for which 

the 1967 Shelby models remain 
notorious. 

Of the many body components 
that gave the Shelby more 

attitude than a standard 
Mustang, one of the most subtle 

but important are the side 
scoops. The features serve two 

purposes: they tied Ford-based 
performance cars to Ford’s Le 

Mans program via the Mark II 

endurance racer, and they 
directed air through the body. 

The scoops behind the side 
window pulled air out of the 

cabin while the lower scoops 

directed air to rear wheels where 
they cooled the brakes, at least 

on early-build 1967 Shelbys (the 
functionality of the scoop ended 

when a flexible hose connecting 
the scoop to the inner rear 

fender was eliminated by Shelby 

American). 

 

 

To maintain the Shelby mystique, 

all Mustang emblems were 
removed and replaced with a 

new badges featuring a coiled 
cobra snake designed by 

McHose. The Shelby snake 

emblems continued in the 
interior, which was made more 

plush than the Shelbys before it. 
Carroll Shelby insisted on 

installing a three-spoke steering 

wheel with a real wood rim and a 
Shelby horn button, a feature 

owner Marshall calls the car’s 
coolest touch. Brushed aluminum 

accents on the instrument panel 
and door panels added to the 

plush interior, but it was the 

padded roll bar with inertia-reel 
shoulder harnesses borrowed 

from jet fighter ejection seats 
that were truly innovative (both 

the inertia-reel harnesses and 

padded rollbar are believed to be 
firsts in a production 

automobile). While Shelbys used 
most of the interior components 

of Mustang GTs, Cobra emblems 

were fitted to such places as the 
seatbelt release buttons. Shelbys 

also employed additional 
stainless and aluminum trim 

accents and a 1966 Mustang 

Rally-Pac gauge housing hung 
upside the instrument panel for 

Stewart-Warner oil pressure and 
ammeter gauges. Those gauges 

now monitored the rumblings of 
one of two available engines with 

different displacements, a first in 

the Mustang-based Shelby. 

 

 

Shelby models could again be 
equipped with the hi-po 289-cid 

V-8 with solid lifters, an 
aluminum Cobra intake, 

aluminum valve covers and a 
chrome air cleaner. This engine 

was said to be good for 306 hp, 

as it had been in 1966, although 
the 289 now came with money-

saving cast-iron exhaust 
manifolds rather than better-

flowing headers Shelby fit to 

1966-and-earlier 289s. The 289 
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could be equipped with the 
standard 715-cfm Holley 

carburetor, or for $700 extra, a 
Paxton supercharger was 

available. When equipped with 

either type of 289, the cars 
continued the G.T. 350 

designation. 

 

Shelby ran with the additional 
space now found in the new 
Mustang body’s larger engine 

compartment and also fit the 428 

Police Interceptor V-8 with 
hydraulic lifters under the hood. 

The engine was capped by dual 
four-venturi carburetors of 600 

cfm. A full-race 427 side-oiler 
was also available, but at $2,000 

extra was only fit in three 1967 

Shelbys that year. Cars equipped 
with either the 427 or 428 were 

given a new designation — G.T. 
500 — which had nothing to do 

with the numbers behind either 

powerplant. However, it sounded 
big, and there were some big 

numbers behind the G.T. 500. 
The 428-cid-powered cars had 

355 hp and 420 lbs.-ft. of torque. 
For 1968, the 428 would continue 

with a single four-venturi 

carburetor rated at 335 hp. The 
355-hp powerplant is one reason 

Marshall went snake hunting for 
a 1967 Shelby G.T. 500. 

“I was saddling between getting 
a 1968 [G.T. 350] convertible, 

but I went for the big-block 
[1967],” Marshall said. “I’m a 

horsepower girl. 

“I wanted a ’67 because they 
have the dual four barrels. It was 

also the last year Shelby built 
them at the LAX airport, and I 

wanted the white with blue 

stripes or blue with white stripes. 
I was looking for either one. But 

it had to be a four-speed.” 

Indeed, production of Shelby 

G.T. 350 and G.T. 500 models for 
1968 was moved to Ionia, Mich., 

where the A.O. Smith Corp. 
would build the fiberglass Shelby 

body components, install and 

paint them and add the other 
Shelby ornamentation. As a 1967 

model, Marshall’s car has 
components built for and 

installed by Shelby American in 

California. Fortunately, all of the 
Shelby pieces were present and 

in fine condition on Marshall’s 
Shelby. 

Rejuvenating a loved snake 

 

“I had it for 10 years and battled 
whether we should restore it,” 

Marshall said. “We used to show 

it a lot at local shows before it 
was restored and people would 

say, ‘You have the best car at the 
show,’ but we didn’t win anything 

until it was restored. Now that it 

is restored, we have been 
winning trophies. [2012] was the 

first year we started showing it 
and she’s won first place at every 

show. At one show alone she 

took home four trophies for four 
different classes.” 

Marshall begged Troy Kuyoth of 
Stratford, Wis., to restore her 

G.T. 500, as he has an 
impressive line of Shelby 

restorations to his credit, 

including the restoration of 
Carroll’s personal car. He agreed, 

and according to Marshall, the 
car was a relatively easy 

restoration, and one in which 

most of the original parts could 
be restored rather than replaced. 

 

“We tried to keep everything 

original,” Marshall said. “I would 
say 90 percent of it is the same 

car. We had both original 
bumpers and even the original 

door handles rechromed. Just the 

minor stuff — like 
weatherstripping — we got new. 

Otherwise, the main parts, even 
the bolts that hold the fenders 

on, we redid those original bolts.” 
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The interior received new carpet, 
but otherwise remains largely 

original. “It had a little tear in the 
stitching of the seat, right in the 

seam, and I had that re-sewn, so 

it still has the original interior and 
headliner,” said John Carl, 

Marshall’s significant other. The 
main components of the car also 

appeared to be in good shape. 

Although it looked as though the 
G.T. 500’s nose had been slightly 

smacked in the past, a 1975 
repaint hid very little on the 

Indiana car. Metal replacement 
was limited to a select few places 

common to Mustang bodies. 

 

 

“This car was in such good shape 
— we were so fortunate,” 
Marshall said. “We took it all the 
way down to the bare metal and 
there were some rust spots, a 
couple spots in the floor, in the 
cowl, but really, for the age of the 
car and in Indiana, it was actually 
in really good shape because 
[the original owner] took care of it 
like I do.” 

There were just a few pieces that 
had to be found during the 
restoration, and some were 
surprisingly difficult to obtain. 

“We had trouble finding the 
spring for the trunk — the rod 
that makes the trunk swing up 
and down,” Marshall said. “It’s 
just out of a ’67 Mustang, but 
boy, that was a tough part to 
find.” 

 

After a decade of driving the G.T. 
500, the Shelby is now a trailer 
queen, and that’s OK with 

Marshall, at least while premium 

fuel prices remain high. 

“Instead of being a fun car, it’s a 
beauty car. We had fun with it 

for 10 years. It’s an awesome 

car; it can pass everything but a 
gas station.” 

SUMMARY OF A 

LEGEND: 

JOE AMATO 

 

This story and photos are by amato.com. 

During his two decades as one of 

Top Fuel's most successful 

drivers, Joe Amato wasn't the 
flashiest driver in the pits and he 

was seldom outspoken or 
controversial, but he did have an 

uncanny knack for finding the 
winner's circle. From his early 

days in the Pro Comp class 

through his record five NHRA 
Winston Top Fuel championships, 

the affable and popular 
Pennsylvania businessman 

seemingly won at will. In addition 

to his five Winston titles, Amato's 
résumé includes 52 victories in 

Top Fuel and another five behind 
the wheel of an alcohol-fueled 

dragster. A longtime fan favorite 

due to his easygoing nature and 
willingness to interact with the 

public, Amato competed in 99 
final rounds in Top Fuel and won 

the Budweiser Shootout at 
Pomona a record six times. He 

finished in the top 10 an 

incredible 19 straight years, from 
1982 through his sudden 

retirement at the end of the 2000 
campaign. 

 

 

Amato's success on the dragstrip 

was paralleled by his 

achievements in the boardroom. 
As president of Keystone 
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Automotive Warehouse, he 
became one of the world's 

largest distributors of high-
performance automotive parts 

and accessories and was able to 

parlay that status into a number 
of successful long-term 

sponsorships. As a result, his 
racing efforts were never 

underfinanced. 

 

As were many of the sport's 

stars, Amato was introduced to 
drag racing at an early age. He 

recalled the events that led him 
to his first event: "When I was 

11, my father sold his deli and 

opened an auto parts store. 
Some of the guys who worked 

for my father would race on 
weekends, and they would take 

me with them to the track. I've 

been hooked on racing ever 
since. 

"My first car was a '53 Ford. I 

fiddled with the distributor and 

worked on the carburetor until 
the tach would go to 5,000 rpm, 

a thousand more than when I 
started." 

 

Five years after his father opened 

the auto parts store, Amato was 
faced with a monumental 

decision, one that would shape 
both his life and his career. His 

father was forced to quit working 
after undergoing open-heart 

surgery, and several of his 

employees left the company. At 
just 16, Amato chose to quit 

school to run the family business. 
His father never fully recovered 

and died four years later, leaving 

Amato to manage an expanding 
business that had grown to five 

stores specializing in speed 
accessories. 

 

Despite the heavy workload, 

Amato found time to race, and 

he soon realized that the more 
successful he was in racing, the 

more prosperous his business 
became. He campaigned a series 

of moderately successful Alcohol 
Funny Cars before switching to 

an Alcohol Dragster in 1979 and 

scoring his first NHRA national 
event victory, in Pro Comp at the 

Gatornationals in Florida. He 
scored again at the 1980 Le 

Grandnational-Molson in Canada, 

and in 1981, Amato enjoyed a 
breakthrough season, winning 

three national events. 

Buoyed by his success, Amato 

made the leap to Top Fuel in 
1982. He did not reach a final 

round in his rookie season, but 
he did manage a respectable 

sixth-place finish in the points 
standings. A year later, he won 

three times and challenged Gary 
Beck for the Winston title. 

At the 1984 Gatornationals, 
Amato and longtime crew chief 

Tim Richards debuted a new 
chassis design that featured a 

number of major changes, the 
most obvious of which was a rear 

wing that was mounted higher 

and farther back from previous 
designs. With that car, Amato 

became the first Top Fuel driver 
to eclipse the 260-mph mark. He 

also won three races during the 

season and captured his first 
Winston title. 

 

Amato made the sport's first 280-
mph run in 1987 and won the 

Winston championship again in 
1988, but arguably his most 

successful season was 1990, 

when he won six national events, 
tying the NHRA record for most 

Top Fuel dragster victories in one 
season (since bettered by Gary 

Scelzi). Amato continued his roll 
in 1991 and 1992, compiling 

eight more wins and winning his 

fourth and fifth Winston titles. 

 

Following a winless 1995 

campaign, Amato slipped to 10th 
in the standings, but with new 

crew chief Jimmy Prock, he won 
18 more titles from 1996 through 

2000. In addition, Amato 
continued to make drag racing 
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history. He produced the sport's 
first 4.5-second pass, 4.595, at 

the 1996 Western Auto Nationals 
in Topeka. 

 

Amato never experienced a bad 

crash in his career, but the 
thousands of runs he made 

eventually took their toll on his 
health. He suffered through 

chronic back pain in the latter 

years and decided to call it a 
career following the 2000 season 

after a detached retina began to 
interfere with his vision. Two 

weeks after undergoing laser eye 

surgery to correct the problem, 
Amato was back in the car and 

back in the winner's circle, in 
Denver. 

"I was sitting in the doctor's 
office, and he was telling me that 

I might not drive anymore," 
Amato said in Denver. "And then 

I come back from laser eye 

surgery with holes in my retina 
and win the race. To me, that is 

the comeback of my career. 
Someday, when I sit down and 

write my memoirs, this weekend 
is going to be a special chapter in 

my book." 

Amato's final victory as a driver 

came at the 2000 Keystone 
Nationals at his home track, 

Maple Grove Raceway, and in 

front of a large number of friends 
and fans. He had planned to host 

a Last Blast tour in 2001, but the 
persistent problems with his 

vision forced him out of the 
cockpit for good following the 

season-ending event in Pomona. 

"I had a lot of sleepless nights 

and did a lot of thinking," said 
Amato. "This decision didn't 

come easy, but sometimes you've 
got to do what you've got to do. 

I've had a great career, and I 

have a great life with a beautiful 
wife and a nice son to spend my 

time with. I have to look back 
over the last 20 years of what 

I've done in the sport and judge 

myself by that. I'm proud of the 
consistency over the years with 

different cars and crew chiefs to 
be able to be a top five driver 

most of the time." 

 

Upon his retirement, Amato 

immediately announced plans to 

become a team owner and hired 
rising Federal-Mogul Dragster 

star Darrell Russell as his driver. 
It didn't take long for Amato to 

get his first taste of success as a 
team owner; Russell won the 

2001 NHRA season-opening 

AutoZone Winternationals in 
Pomona — Kevin McKenna 

 

CLASSIC CAR 

SUMMARY: 

1968 Dodge Charger 

R/T Hemi 

 

This story and photos are by 
howstuffworks.com 

Mopar fans still bristle at the 
thought of Steve McQueen's 390 

Mustang besting that black 440 

Charger. At least producers of 
the hit film Bullitt knew what they 

were doing when they cast the 
redesigned Dodge as McQueen's 

foil. The 1968 Dodge Charger 

R/T Hemi was a muscle car with 
star quality. 

Charger's new hidden-headlamp 

grille, curvy body, elegant 

recessed backlight, refined tail, 
and spare use of chrome 

represented a styling high point 
for '60s muscle cars. And in R/T 

form, its performance justified 
equal praise. 

 

For $3,506, the R/T came with 
the 375-bhp 440-cid four-barrel 

Magnum V-8, heavy-duty brakes, 
R/T handling package, and 

F70Xl4 tires. The rear bumblebee 

stripe could be left off, while 
inside, the original Charger's 
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space-age interior gave way to 
less flashy, more functional 

decor. 

The 440 Magnum V-8 was standard on 
Charger R/Ts. Some 475 very serious 
muscle car fans, however, order theirs 

with the 426 Hemi, a $605 option. 

The only engine option was the 
mighty 426 Hemi, at $605. 

Chrysler strengthened it for '68, 
with a slightly longer-duration 

cam, new valve springs, and 

revisions that reduced oik 
consumption. It was still 

underrated at 425 bhp, but as 
Car and Driver marveled, "There 

just isn't more honest 
horsepower available off the 

showroom floor than you get 

from this bright orange monster." 

Charger came with an array of gauges, 
but a tachometer was a $49 option. 

Either engine could be hooked to 
a TorqueFlite automatic with a 
floor lever or a four-speed with a 

Hurst Competition-Plus shifter. 

Automatic was the ticket for 
straight-line acceleration, and 

Hemi cars got a special high-stall-
speed torque converter (3.23:1 

gears were standard). The driver 

could upshift at 6500 rpm, or let 
the TorqueFlite do it at 5500. In 

traffic, the Hemi could be driven 
like a docile small-block yet was 

more than half a second quicker 

and 10 mph faster in the quarter-
mile than a 440 Charger. 

The prominent gas cap on the R/T Hemi 
was a racing-inspired styling touch. The 
bumblebee stripes could be left off if the 

buyer desired. 

The '68 model's new bucket seats 
lacked support, and its flying-
buttress roof pillars reduced rear 

visibility. On R/Ts, handling was a 

nose-heavy chore, and such 
essential items as a tach, power-

front disc brakes, and power 
steering were options. Still, 

Charger sales increased sixfold 
over '67, leaving just one 

question: How would McQueen 

have done against a Hemi? 

 

TOP END DRAGWAYS 
SABIN MN 

 
“WHERE SPEED KNOWS 
NO LIMITS” 
 

 

For a complete schedule: 
topenddragways.com 

 

JAMESTOWN COLLEGE  
This story by Masaki Ova, Editor-in-Chief 

of Jamestown College Student Media 
Center. 

 

The master plan of Jamestown 

College was revealed Nov. 13 to 
the student senate. The master 

plan included a new arena, a new 
football practice area, and off-

campus housing development. 
 

A high priority of the master plan 

is for the construction of a new 
sports arena, said Heck, vice 

president of planning and 
administration at JC. The arena 

would be either attached to the 

Larson Sports Center/YMCA or on 
the east side of the current 

facility.  
 

The arena would house JC’s 

basketball and volleyball squads 
and provide more locker rooms 

and training rooms. Jimmies 
basketball and volleyball will play 

their games in the new arena as 
opposed to the Jamestown Civic 

Center and the Hansen Center.  

 
“We would like to see events on 

campus,” Heck said. “We don’t 
have any control over the Civic 

Center.” 

 
The arena would cost between 

$10 million to $15 million, he 
said.  

 
But before the new sports arena 

can be built, JC will need a new 

football practice field because the 
location of the current practice 

http://www.topenddragways.com/
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field is where the new sports 
arena would be constructed. The 

new football practice field would 
be located south of the Larson 

Sports Center/YMCA.  

 

 
 

A fair amount of dirt work still 

has to be done at the location of 
the new practice football field, 

which would have to be done two 
years prior to the construction of 

the new sports arena. The area 

will need to be smoothed and 
leveled off for the new field. 

 

“You don’t just build a practice 
field overnight and play on it the 

next year when it’s not ready,” 
he said. 

 

Once the Orlady Hall project is 
done, JC will have to look into 

getting the site ready for the 
construction of a football practice 

field. The area south of the 

Larson Center is currently in use 
by Roers Construction and 

Development for a place to park 
their equipment.  

 
Housing for students has become 

a high priority to the JC Board of 

Trustees.  
 

“What’s going to happen on 
housing on campus given the fact 

that the demand for housing 

could grow significantly if some 
of this development happens out 

in Spiritwood,” Heck said. 
 

One possibility for an off-campus 

building would be for the JC-
owned land just west of 12th 

Avenue Northeast, but it would 
be on-campus and would not 

make sense have an off-campus 
apartment for students, Heck 

said.  

 
“It’s really still all in the very 

preliminary stage,” he said. “A lot 
of this will depend on what’s 

happens in Jamestown. 

 
“If the supply of it (off-campus 

housing) increased relative to 
demand, maybe our needs are 

much smaller than if there was a 
huge demand and no supply and 

students who wanted to live off-

campus couldn’t find a place. It 
might change the scale of the 

operation.” 
 

Another high priority item of the 

master plan includes the 

construction of a road that 
connects College Lane to Seventh 

Street Northeast in the summer 
of 2013. Heck said that the 

purpose of connecting the two 

roads is to keep traffic moving 
smoothly and to keep traffic 

away from the heart of the 
campus.  

 

Other items of the master plan 
that will be carried out in the 

near future include: 
* Renovations to Orlady Hall. 

* Renovations to Taber Hall. 
* installing a chairlift this spring 

in the Voorhees Chapel to make 

it handicap accessible.  
 

“It is very much a dynamic plan 
and things change on the go 

sometimes,” Heck said. “What’s 

in here isn’t necessarily what’s 
going to happen even though we 

try to stick to it as close as we 
can to the concepts that were 

developed at least.”  

 

DRIVER BIO: 

#21T Tyler Schrenk 

 
Driver Hometown:  

Ypsilanti, ND 
Racing Class:  

Wissota Midwest Modified.  
Year Racing:  

6. 
Family Members: 

Lisa – Wife & Baby Schrenk. 

Crew Members: 
Jon, Dad, Devin, Jeremy. 
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Sponsors: 
5 Star Express Lube, Advantage 

Electric, Bud Light, Valley Sales 
Co., Buffalo City Diesel, West End 

Hide & Fur, Minot Chrysler 

Center, Kitchen Solvers, 
LaCarreta, Cavendish Farms, 

Meeting Grounds, Galloper 
Chassis. 

 

Racing Bio: 
I started racing in a Bomber in 

2007. I raced a bomber for 2 
years before I moved to a 

Wissota Midwest Modified in 
2009. This will be my 4th year in 

the Midwest Mod. 

 
 

See the finest dirt track racing 
around featuring Wissota Street 

Stocks, Midwest Modifieds, Super 
Stocks, Modifieds & Late Models 

along with Bombers and Hornets. 
Watch 250+ drivers compete, 

enjoy the great food and have 

tons of dirty fun. The best value 
for your entertainment dollar. 

Complete results at 

SpeedNetDirect.com 

The speedway was much 

honored to be named the 
business of the year by the 

Jamestown Chamber of 
Commerce. Thanks to all our 

staff, drivers, fans and sponsors 

for making this special award 
possible. 

 

 

The The JDRA is taking 

December off. That statement 
may seem a bit obvious to most 

since the general population isn't 

thinking about drag racing in 
December. To the members of 

the Jamestown Drag Racing 
Association though, drag racing is 

now a year-round thing (minus 

our mini-break this coming 
month).  

The process for hosting the 

Annual Drag Races in Jamestown 
has always taken a vast amount 

of work from a small group of 
dedicated people, but until the 

last couple years they didn't have 

to start getting too serious until a 
few months before the races in 

July. Things have changed a bit 
in recent times-the JDRA has 

grown in numbers and as of this 

past spring now owns their own 
Timing System! 

If you're still left wondering what 

could possibly occupy our time 
year round-let me fill you in. The 

beginning months of the year are 

when meetings are attended 
both with the Jamestown 

Regional Airport (which allows us 
to take over the taxi ways for 2 

full days of fun in July) and with 

the Tourism Foundation (which 
has so graciously helped fund us 

year after year). After meetings 
are attended and paper work 

started to ensure that we have a 

place to host the races and 
money to advertise we then 

spend time out in the community 
getting sponsorship dollars from 

various businesses and people in 
the Jamestown area. After we 

get those monies raised we print 

up promotional flyers and posters 
and go back out in the 

community to spread the word of 
the upcoming races....before we 

know it July is upon us! 

The JDRA swells in July to almost 

double its membership as people 
come in to help set up for the 2-

day event. Once the races are 
over the the Association again 

drops back down to the core 
group and the work continues as 

we gather the numbers and 

statistics from the races and start 
putting together ideas and 

improvements for the next year. 

If you are interested in joining 
the JDRA or just want to keep up 

with the various activities 
throughout the year, check us 

out on Facebook, on our website: 

jamestowndragracing.com or 
email us at 

info@jamestowndragracing.com. 
We meet every 3rd Thursday @ 

7pm starting in January held at 

the Fire Hall...changes and 
reminders are posted on 

Facebook. 

July 27-28, 2013 here we come!! 

 

http://jamestowndragracing.com/
mailto:info@jamestowndragracing.com
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2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

01/13 Barret-Jackson 
to Car Auction 

01/20 Scottsdale, Arizona 

01/16 Russo & Steele 
to Car Auction 

01/20 Scottsdale, Arizona 

01/18 Silver Auctions 
to Car Auction 

01/19 Fountain Hills, Arizona 

01/15 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

01/17 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

01/25 NDSRA 
  Cabin Fever Car Show 
  Mandan, North Dakota 

01/25 
64th Grand National 
Roadster 

to Car Show 
01/27 Panoma, California 

02/08 53rd World of Wheels 
  Car Show 
  Kansas City, Missouri 

02/12 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

02/21 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

02/22 Counts of the Cobblestone 
02/23 Counts Car Show 
02/24 Rapid City, South Dakota 

03/12 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

02/21 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

04/05 Toppers Car Club 
to Car Show 

04/07 Fargo, North Dakota 

04/13 31st Prime Steel Car Club 
to Car Show 

04/14 Grand Forks, North Dakota 

04/16 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

04/18 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/14 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/16 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/30 Greater Dakota Classics 
to Devils Run Show & Auction 

06/02 Devils Lake, North Dakota 

06/07 Classtiques Car Club 
to Rod Run 

06/08 Bismarck, North Dakota 

06/09 Buggies-N-Blues 
to Car Show & Music Festival 

06/09 Mandan, North Dakota 

06/11 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/20 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/21 Prairie Cruisers Car Club 
  Medora Car Show 
  Medora, North Dakota 

06/21 MSRA 
  Back to the 50's 
  St. Paul, Minnesota 

06/27 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/28 Badlands Drifters 
to Cars in the Park 2013 

06/29 Glendive, Montana 

07/11 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/11 Counts of the Cobblestone 
to Rod Run 

07/14 Rapid City, South Dakota 

07/16 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/18 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/19 Prairie Cruisers Car Club 
  Car Show 
  Dickinson, North Dakota 

07/25 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

0726 Jamestown Drag Racers 
to Airport 1/8 mile Drag Race 

07/28 Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/13 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/17 Crookston Classic Cruisers 
  Car Show 
  Crookston, Minnesota 

09/17 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/21 
James Valley Street 

Machines 
  Don Wilhelm Inc.  
  3rd Annual Car Show 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

10/15 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

11/12 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

12/17 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Awards Banquet 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

 

CLUB SITES 
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