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NEXT MEETING 
OCTOBER 16TH 6:300 AT 
BRIAN KAMLITZ’s SHOP 

507 5TH AVENUE SE 
JAMESTOWN! 

BIG KAM IS COOKING 
CHEESEBURGERS! 

FREE TO MEMBERS. 

ALSO $20.00 DRAWING 
TO TAKE PLACE.  

 

LOOKING TOWARDS THE 
FUTURE 

 

Written by Skovy 

Wow, another month slammed by and 
now it’s October. What a fantastic Car 
Show we had on the 15

th
 of September 

at Don Wilhelm Inc. There were 68 
registered entrants and 4 non-registered 
entrants. Wonderful increase over the 
52 we had last year. No doubt we’ll have 
another one next year. I could go on 
forever thanking the people that helped 
make this show a success but easier said 
“Thank you to everybody”! There is 
another article in the “RUMBLER” that 
will go over the winners so I won’t dwell 
on that. 
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There has been plenty of talk and 
questions if we want to do the winter 
car show. We’ll discuss that at our next 
meeting. 

JeriLynn Gray won the $20.00 drawing 
at the last meeting, but she elected to 
be in Hawaii instead of our meeting so 
she lost out. Guess I don’t blame her. 

I was surprised to say the least that my 
old 70 442 was picked as a contestant in 
the “Show Stopper” competition and 
even more surprised that I won. Thank 
you again. 

I do have to make mention of the hard 
work by the members again. Special 
notice is to be given to Tom Ravely for 
doing all the announcement and making 
a fantastic video of the show. Go to our 
facebook page and watch it. Brian 
Kamlitz, Craig Gaier, and Brandon 
Johnson did a great job picking out the 
finalist for the “Show Stopper” award. 
They did all the judging. They were only 
supposed to pick out the top 6 cars but 
with what showed up that day they 
swam through 9 of them. Good job. 
Also, I need to thank Rod, Jeff, and the 
whole team at Don Wilhelm, Inc. for all 
the hard work getting prepared for this 
annual event. I would also like to thank 
the Stutsman County Sheriffs Office for 
coming over and showing off some of 
their stuff there also. RealTruck, and CSI 
Cable … thank you for the giveaways. 
And not to be forgotten, all the 
members that went to all the businesses 
to put up posters. AWSOME! 

We should be proud of the 
accomplishments for 2012. Our little 
newsletter has grown faster than we 
could ever imagine. Right now the 
“RUMBLER” gets mailed to 84 people. 
Emailed to 468 people. 115 distributed 
at various distribution points throughout 
the Jamestown area. As of this date the 
total distribution of the “RUMBLER” is 
667. WOW! When we started the club 
we thought we would be at 15 by year 
end. Guess we blew that out of the 
water. Thank you everybody. 

We are coming close to the Christmas 
Party that we are going to have at the 
Quality Inn on Tuesday December 11, 
2012 at 6:00. Come to the meeting 
because we need help setting up the 
auction and figuring what we are going 
to have for dinner and entertainment 
for the night. 

Our dues are only $25.00. There is a 
drawing for all members each month at 
the meeting. The drawing is for $20.00. 
Each member gets his/her name put in a 
bucket every month whether you’re in 
attendance to the meeting or not. If you 
are at the monthly meeting another 
name card will be put in the bucket. At 
the end of the meeting we’ll draw a 
name. If you are in attendance you will 
receive $20.00. 
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CAR SHOW 

THE 2ND ANNUAL DON 
WILHELM INC. & JAMES 

VALLEY STREET 
MACHINES CAR SHOW 

The James Valley Street Machines 
would like to credit Matt Sheppard for 
taking these pictures! 

 

Our Master of Ceremonies Tom Ravely 

 

1970 Plymouth Road Runner owned by 
Mike Gilbertson 

 

1969 Chevrolet Camaro owned by Mark 
Klundt 

 

2012 Chevrolet Camaro 45
th

 Anniversary 
owned by Ross Weber 

 

1970 Oldsmobile 442 W30 Convertible 
owned by Steven “Skovy” Jaskoviak 

 

One of many views of all the cars 

 

1933 Chevrolet Coupe owned by Billie 
McCullough 

 

1956 Chevrolet Corvette owned by Don 
Wihelm Inc. 

 

1928 Altered Race Car owned by Kevin 
Thoele 

 

1972 Chevrolet Street Rod owned by 
Myron VanBruggen 

 

1968 Chevrolet Camaro owned by Steve 
“Skovy” Jaskoviak 

 

1
st

 Place “Peoples Choice” Jeff Klundt 
(1956 Chevy Bel-Air) 

 

2
nd

 Place “Peoples Choice” Aaron Miller 
(1968 Chevy Camaro) 

 

3
rd
 Place “Peoples Choice” Billie 

McCullough (1933 Chevy Coupe) 
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1
st

 Place “Show Stopper” Steve “Skovy” 
Jaskoviak (1970 442 Convertible) 

 

2
nd

 Place “Show Stopper” Myron 
VanBruggen (1972 Chevy Blazer Street 
Rod) 

 

3
rd

 Place “Show Stopper” Dean Klein 
(1966 Chevy Nova) 

COMICAL STORY 

 

Milk and Eggs 
This is a story which is perfectly 
logical to all males. 

A wife asks her husband: "Could you 
please go shopping for me and buy one 
carton of milk, and if they have eggs, get 
6." 

A short time later the husband comes 
back with 6 cartons of milk. 
 
The wife asks him, "Why did you buy 6 
cartons of milk?" 
 
He replied, "They had eggs."  
 
(I'm sure you're going back to read this 
again..... as this is the root of most 
marriage problems!!)   

 BIRTHDAYS FOR THE 
MONTH OF OCTOBER 

 
Ryan Geigle  10/20 
Gloria Moser  10/26 
Mike Gilbertson  10/31 
Adele Olson  10/02 
 

Miss your birthday? Please contact me 
at 701-202-7067 whereas I can update 
your records. 

 

NINA SNEIDER 
Executive Director 

 

 
 

It’s a beautiful fall in Jamestown and 
Stutsman County with crisp air, leaves 
falling and yet another eventful calendar 
of events on tap for the area. Into 
eating? October brings Lutefisk and 
Meatballs, church bazaars and Trick or 
Treats for the children. How about 
attending the “Main Street Key 

Ingredients: America by Food” traveling 
Smithsonian Exhibit at the Medina City 
Auditorium – an educational and fun 
opportunity for everyone. Into music? A 
week of Moroccan music will be 
presented by the Arts Center, plus Brass 
in Blue featuring the US Air Force Band 
and the Jamestown College 
Homecoming Concert and later in the 
month the Reformation Vespers Organ 
Concert might just be what you are 
looking for. Into sports? The Impact 
Fighting Championship will be at the 
Civic in October, plus high school, 
college and other school age sports are 
in full swing. For details on these and 
more events, contact Buffalo City 
Tourism at 251-9145 or visit 
www.tourjamestown.com and check out 
the tourism calendar on-line. The 
Tourism Center and National Buffalo 
Museum are open year-around. Tourism 
hours are 8 am to 5 pm, Monday 
through Friday.  

Nina Sneider, Executive Director, BCTF 

 

 

 

http://www.tourjamestown.com/


P a g e  | 5 

 

 

 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY: 

1968 Pontiac GTO 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old 
Cars Weekly). 

Mike Bruck’s long love affair with his 
1968 Pontiac GTO isn’t one of those 
“love at first sight” stories. Truth be told, 
Bruck didn’t even really want to buy a 
new GTO, and the one he wound up 
getting wasn’t even his first choice 
among some slim pickings on the new 
car lot. 

“I actually had to buy one. I was 
involved in a mishap and was without a 
car, so I had to go buy a new one,” Bruck 
recalled. “It was at the end of the year 
and the ’69s were not out yet, so we 
had to buy what was available on the 
lot. I bought this one off the lot.” 

If he had more cars to pick from, Bruck 
admits he might never have gone home 
with the handsome gold-and-black 
hardtop coupe. And he says he definitely 
wouldn’t have gone home with it if he 
had just $250 more in his pocket. “I was 
GTO shopping or Firebird shopping. It 
was between this one and another 
GTO,” he said. “The other one was a red 
one and it was a Ram Air II and it had 
disc brakes, which was a rare option in 
1968. But it was like $250 more, and 
$250 was a lot of money. A lot of 
money. I paid $3,347 and change for this 
one and took it home right off the lot.” 

The story certainly has a happy ending. 
Bruck’s GTO has never been far from his 
side for the past 43 years, going with 
him as he criss-crossed the country for a 
series of job-related moves. Eventually, 
he took the car all apart and embarked 
on a lengthy restoration that finally 
concluded in the late 1990s. The car is a 
stellar specimen today with hardly a 
flaw to be found anywhere — even in 
the car’s original interior. 

 

Bruck is a Pontiac fanatic who has 
bought and sold plenty of nice collector 
cars in the years since he bought his 
GTO, which partly explains the car’s 
fantastic condition. For the first couple 
years he had it, though, the “Goat” was 
Bruck’s daily driver and weekend 
quarter-mile drag car. “It was just 
normal driving, summers, no winters, 
because I had a second car for winter,” 
he said. “I put about 10 or 12,000 miles 
on it then. The rest have been since 
then. And I used to race it, but after the 
first couple years I just babied it, so to 
speak, and then it sort of sat around for 
many years. That’s why I had to refinish 
it — because we used to just throw 
boxes on top of it.” 

 

 

Bruck bought the car when he lived in 
Ohio and it followed him to Wisconsin, 
then to Florida, then Michigan, then 
back to Deland, Fla., where he now lives 
with his wife, Laura. All the while the car 
was still in good original shape, but 
growing older as the years went by. 

Bruck finally started working on the car 
in the mid 1980s, but he wasn’t in a 
hurry and the restoration turned out to 
be a long one. “I did a body-off on it and 
that was actually started in about 1984-
’85,” he said. “It took me six months to 
get the car apart and ready, and it took 
12 years to put it back together again! 
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“I [restored it] just for preservation. I 
needed to replace all the body mounts, 
and it’s a lot easier to work on the 
suspension and everything when the 
body is off. The frame was all cleaned 
and refinished. I had the frame dipped. 
Ready-Strip is what it used to be called. 
Then we put it back together, rebuilding 
things as need be. The interior is all 
original. The only thing that’s not 
original is the carpet. I still have it, but 
from the years of storage, it gets that 
odor to it and you can’t get rid of it. You 
can’t get rid of that musty smell, so I 
took it out and put a repro in it. The 
paint was refinished in its original color. 
The paint and the vinyl top were 
replaced about seven, eight years ago.” 

 

 

When he was finished with it, Bruck’s 
GTO probably looked every bit as good 
as it did when it rolled it off the lot at 
Lou Meliska Pontiac in Parma, Ohio. The 
car was equipped with the 400-cid, 350-
hp V-8; four-speed M-21 transmission; 
Safe-T-Track rear end; power steering; 
and power brakes. The black Cordoba 
top accented the April Gold paint and 
the car’s Deluxe hubcaps were stored in 
the trunk. These days, when Bruck 
shows the car, he sometimes leaves the 
hubcaps in the same place — opting for 
the blacked-out look that reminds him 
of the way the car looked when he 
bought it. “People ask, ‘Where’s the 
hubcaps?’ I say, ‘They’re in the trunk. 

That’s the way the car came!’” Bruck 
says. 

The GTO was also equipped with a 
console, Soft-Ray tinted windows, a 
push-button AM radio and a rear seat 
speaker. 

 

Pontiac built more than 87,000 of the 
popular GTOs in 1968, the debut year of 
the second-generation Goats and the 
same year that Motor Trend named it its 
“Car of the Year.” Base prices for the 
two 1968 models (there was no longer a 
“post” coupe) were $3,101 for the two-
door hardtop and $3,996 for the 
convertible. Production of these body 
styles was 77,704 and 9,980, 
respectively. Although the Endura 
bumper was the hit of the year, those 
who didn’t like it could get the standard 
1968 Tempest chrome bumper by 
deleting the Endura bumper from their 
GTO. 

 

GTO production figures for the 1968 
model year included 2,841 hardtops and 
432 ragtops with the 400-cid/255-hp 
two-barrel V-8 and automatic; 39,215 
hardtops and 5,091 convertibles with 
the 400-cid/335-hp four-barrel V-8 and 
automatic; 25,371 hardtops and 3,116 
ragtops with the 400-cid/335-hp four-
barrel V-8 and manual transmission; 
3,140 hardtops and 461 ragtops with the 
360-hp 400 HO V-8 and automatic; 
6,197 hardtops and 766 ragtops with the 
360-hp 400 HO V-8 and stick shift; 183 
hardtops and 22 convertibles with the 
Ram Air 400 V-8 and automatic; and 757 
hardtops and 92 ragtops with the Ram 
Air 400 V-8 and a stick shift. 

 

The most obvious change in the 1968 
models was the signature Endura 
rubber-clad front bumper (a GTO 
exclusive). GTO emblems, distinctive tail 
lamps and twin hood scoops were also 
part of the package. A long new hood 
and short deck design highlighted a 
more streamlined-looking Tempest line. 
Two-door models, including all GTOs, 
were on a shorter 112-inch wheelbase 
— three inches shorter than the 
previous generation. As standard 
equipment, GTOs added dual exhaust, a 
three-speed transmission with a Hurst 
shifter, heavy-duty underpinnings, red 
line tires, bucket or notchback bench 
seats, a cigar lighter, carpeting, 
disappearing windshield wipers and a 
400-cid/350-hp V-8. A new Ram Air II 
package became available at midyear 
and offered 366 hp with either a close-
ratio four-speed manual or the three-
speed automatic. 

Bruck is clearly proud of how well he has 
preserved his lovely Goat, but if you 
take a ride with him, it is quickly 
apparently that he doesn’t treat it with 
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kid gloves. He’s just as likely to stomp 
the accelerator now as he was in 1969, 
and he still gets the same kick out of 
listening to his Goat roar. “It’s still a 
rush,” he says. “That second gear — 
anybody who likes Pontiacs loves 
second gear. You hit second gear and 
that thing just leaps!” 

 

The ’68 GTO shares garage space with 
several other cars in Bruck’s Pontiac-
laden garage. He also owns a low-
mileage 1969 Safari station wagon with 
the 389 Tri-Power and a four-speed, a 
1965 Tempest, 1963 Catalina, a Fiero 
and some Cushman scooters. “I drive 
this one the least,” Bruck says of his 
GTO. “I take it to shows, and if they are 
close enough I drive it. If it’s within 100 
miles, I like to drive it.” 

 

 

Bruck says he has been approached 
many times by other Pontiac enthusiasts 
who would like to wrestle the keys and 
title to the GTO away from him. He 
admits he’s come close to parting with it 
a few times, but he’s proud to be the 
car’s only owner. “It was maybe only 
three or four years after I got it that I 
thought, ‘Maybe we should just keep 

this little thing,’” he says. “But there 
were times I almost had to sell it, and 
didn’t. Everybody tries to get it away 
from me — everybody! The problem is, 
who do you sell it to? I’ve kept it all 
these years and do you sell it to 
somebody who’s going to tub it? Is it 
going to go overseas? I probably don’t 
want to be around when it’s gone. I 
don’t want to know when it goes. 

 

“The car is even in my prenup! My wife 
agreed that I always get to keep the 
car.” 

 

COMICAL STORY 

 

CAR KEYS 
 
Several days ago as I left a meeting at a 
hotel; I desperately gave myself a 
personal TSA pat down. I was looking for 
my keys. They were not in my pockets. A 
quick search in the meeting room 
revealed nothing. Suddenly I realized I 
must have left them in the car. 
Frantically, I headed for the parking lot. 
My husband has scolded me many times 
for leaving the keys in the ignition. My 
theory is the ignition is the best place 
not to lose them. His theory is that the 
car will be stolen. As I burst through the 
door, I came to a terrifying conclusion. 
His theory was right. The parking lot was 
empty. I immediately called the police. I 
gave them my location, confessed that I 
had left my keys in the car, and that it 
had been stolen. Then I made the most 
difficult call of all, "Honey," I 
stammered; (I always call him "honey" in 
times like these.) "I left my keys in the 
car and it's been stolen." There was a 
period of silence. I thought the call had 
been dropped, but then I heard his 
voice. "Are you kidding' me", he barked, 
"I dropped you off"!!!!!!! Now it was my 
time to be silent. Embarrassed, I said, 
"Well, come and get me." He retorted, "I 
will, as soon as I convince this cop I 
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didn't steal your car." Yep it's the golden 
years................ 
 

TOP 10 MOST DESIREABLE 

MUSCLE CARS 

 

Story and photos by TopEnz.net 

MOPAR, Mustangs and meaty motors – 
they are all part of this inspiring Top 10 
list of the best classic American muscle 
cars, unlike the 2011 new cars today 
that pose as muscle cars. Sure, some 
cars such as Porsche, Lamborghini and 
Ferrari could be categorized as muscle, 
but those cars were built with a 
different richer clientele in mind. The 
true muscle car was built for the 
everyday American who would spend 
from $500 to a couple grand more in the 
late 60s and early 70s for that one jaw-
dropping feature – more power! 
Through the ages, boys have always 
been attracted to their toys, these toys 
just happened to be bigger, badder and 
with a lot more muscle than their 
standard counterparts.  

10. 1965 Pontiac GTO 

 

Possibly the one to start the American 
muscle car craze, the Goat or 1965 
Pontiac Tempest GTO option featured 
racing car options that remained 
inspirational long after it was out driven 
in speed and power. From 0-60 in 6.1 
seconds was not shabby, but not awe-

inspiring considering the next 10 years 
of muscle cars. Regardless, this muscle 
car has the chops to make this list just 
by starting the phenom that has turned 
car enthusiasts into weekend warriors 
under the hood.  

 

9. 1970 Buick ‘GSX’ Stage 1 

 

A beefy Buick, the Stage 1 ‘GSX’ 
performance package boasted 360 bhp 
though testers said it came in at closer 
to 400 for the bigger valved, better 
headed and hotter camshafted car. This 
supercar did the quarter mile in 13.38 
seconds and came in only two colors – 
Apollo White or Saturn Yellow. 

8. 1969 Ford Mustang ‘Boss 429’ 

 

The ‘Boss 429’ 1969 Ford Mustang was 
the costliest non-Shelby Mustang Ford 
offered at the time. The reason came 
down to the semi-hemi 429 engine that 
Ford wanted to get into NASCAR. While 
the car was not built for its screaming 

starts, it was known for long-haul racing 
capabilities and smooth handling. 

 

7. 1970 Plymouth Hemi-Cuda 

 

The baddest of the 1970 Plymouth 
Barracudas or Hemi Cudas featured a 
425 bhp 426 hemi engine. This muscle 
car boasted a 0-60 mph in 5.6 seconds 
and was known for burning rubber 
without much prompting. A brute on the 
road, the Hemi Cuda was made for 
muscle lovers. The Hemi Cuda came in 
one engine size, 426, while the other 
four engine options for the ‘Cuda did 
not have hemispherical heads. 

6. 1969 Z28 Camaro 

 

Not the most powerful, the 1969 Z28 
Camaro was built for the excitement of 
road racing and loved for its sense of 
style and handling capabilities. Perhaps 

http://www.automobilemag.com/new_cars/index.html
http://www.toptenz.net/top-10-worst-military-leaders-in-history.php
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one of the most stylish muscle cars, this 
Camaro could do a quarter-mile in 14.8 
seconds though only at a speed of a 
little more than 100 mph. Despite that 
obvious lack of raw power, it was noted 
for its great handling with four-disc 
brakes, positraction and power steering. 

 

5. 1966 Shelby Cobra 427 S/C 

 

Thought to have too much power for its 
chassis, the 1966 Shelby Cobra 427 S/C 
featured an impressive 480 bhp. This 
sporty little number looked like a 
European sports car, yet had the muscle 
to prove it was American. Two twin 
turbocharged versions of this super car 
were made – one for Bill Cosby and one 
for Shelby. Cosby sold his because it had 
too much power and the next owner put 
it in a lake; Shelby’s Super Snake was 
sold in 2007 for $5.5 million US. 

4. 1968 L88 Corvette 

 

Boasting a top speed of about 170 mph 
with a special order package, the 1968 
L88 Corvette is thought to be the end-

all, be-all in the Corvette world. The 550 
bhp motor was designed specifically for 
racing and GM didn’t want the L88 on 
the open road due to its power. More 
standard features of everyday cars such 
as air conditioning and a radio weren’t 
even offered to make this powerful car 
less attractive to the common man. 

 

3. 1970 454 Chevelle SS 

 

The 1970 Super Sport package Chevelle 
featuring the LS6 package came in at a 
whopping 454 horse. The option was 
standard for the average car buyer of 
the day making it one of the most 
powerful stock cars anyone could 
purchase. With racing stripes and a 
smooth interior, this muscle monger 
was the average muscle lover’s dream. 

2. 1969 427 COPO Chevelle 

 

A special order by dealers designated 
Central Office Production Order, the 
1969 427 COPO Chevelle had a limited 

run of about 320 cars. This 450 bhp 
muscle car was fitted with a L72 427-cid 
V-8 due to demand from muscle loving 
Chevy dealers. Interestingly enough, 
Chevy didn’t want their mid-sizes at the 
time to have more than 400 cid. But the 
COPO Chevelles were made and 
distributed to some very happy dealers. 

 

1. 1969 ZL1 Camaro 

 

Perhaps one of the rarest of muscle cars, 
the 1969 ZL1 Camaro featured a jaw-
dropping 500 horses under the hood in 
an aluminum V-8 engine. This bad boy 
American beast could go from 0-60 in 
about 5.3 seconds, which was why some 
of the 69 models made found their way 
into drag-racing. Over time, the full 
complement of cars was sold; however, 
the package option was never offered 
again.  

TOP 10 FASTEST MUSCLE 

CARS 

 

http://www.toptenz.net/top-10-car-deaths-in-the-movies.php
http://www.toptenz.net/top-10-best-tv-dads.php
http://www.toptenz.net/top-10-movie-and-tv-cars.php
http://www.toptenz.net/top-10-beautiful-athletes-who-posed-for-playboy.php


P a g e  | 10 

 
Story and photos by Supercars.org 

There is nothing compared to hearing 
the roar of a Muscle Car zooming down 
a straightaway. These American made 
cars are high performance vehicles that 
were introduced as mid-sized two door 
coupes with engines having a lot of 
horsepower during the 1960s. They had 
been designed for “straight-line” speed. 

Classic American muscle cars listed here 
were available from the 1960s through 
the 1970s, these were some of the 
fastest during their time. 

1. 1966 Shelby 427 Cobra – 12.2 
seconds on a quarter mile at 118 mph. 
427 V8 engine with 425 horsepower. In 
2007, a 1966 Shelby Cobra was sold in 
auction for a whopping $5.5 million 
dollars, of course it had an eight 
hundred horsepower engine. 

 
1966 Shelby 427 Cobra Convertible 
Photo by: ffg, Creative Commons 

2. 1966 Corvette 427 – 12.8 seconds 
over a ¼ mile at 112 mph. L72 V8 engine 
with 425 horsepower. Corvettes have 
been driven by men who are well known 
in the racing circuit. Recognizable names 
such as A.J.Foyt, Roger Penske, Dick 
Guldstrand, and Jim Hall just to name a 
few.

  

3. 1969 Plymouth Road Runner – 12.9 
seconds on a quarter mile at 12.9 
seconds. 440-6 engine with 390 

horsepower. Plymouth negotiated with 
Warner Brothers the right to use the 
Road Runner character in naming this 
muscle car. The negotiation included the 
use of the “beep, beep” 
horn.

 

  

4. 1970 Plymouth Hemi Barracuda – 
13.1 seconds on a ¼ mile track at 107 
miles per hour. 426 Hemi engine 
powered with 425hp using a 4 speed 
transmission. The Barracuda 
participated in factory sponsored races, 
one of which was the 1970 Trans-Am 
Series. The ‘Cuda was not successful; 
however, they garnered several pole 
positions during qualifying. 

 
1970 Hemi Cuda 
Photo by: Dominic’s pics, Creative 
Commons 

5. 1970 Chevelle SS454 – 13.12 seconds 
running on a quarter mile at 107 mph. 
454 V8 big block engine with 450hp. 
Chevrolet came up with the Chevelle in 
order to compete with the Ford Fairlane. 

 
1970 Chevy Chevelle 
Photo by: Rex Gray, Creative Commons 

 

 

6. 1969 Camaro – 13.16 seconds in ¼ 
mile stretch at 110 miles per hour. The 
427 ZL1 with 430hp engine was initially 
intended for drag racing purposes. Each 
ZL1 engine took sixteen hours to build in 
a sanitized environment. These engines 
were used for both the Camaro and the 
Corvette. 

 
1969 Camaro 
Photo by: RussBowling, Creative 
Commons 

7. 1968 Chevrolet Corvette. 13.3 
seconds on ¼ mile straightaway at 108 
miles per hour. Engine was a 427 V6 
engine with 435 horsepower using a 
four speed transmission. Corvettes are 
given, or shall we say branded, with 
many names like LT-1, ZR-1, Stingray, ZL-

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ffg/5344597497/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
http://www.flickr.com/photos/dominicspics/3992812067/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
http://www.flickr.com/photos/rexgray/4979450506/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
http://www.flickr.com/photos/robphoto/2933616587/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
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1, and even the Collector Edition 
moniker. 

 
1968 Corvette Stingray 
Photo by: Phillip Pessar, Creative 
Commons 

8. 1970 Plymouth Road Runner. 13.34 
seconds on a quarter mile run at 107.5 
mph. Engine was a Chrysler 426 Hemi, 
425 horsepower. Plymouth had also 
offered options for the color of the 
Roadrunner a customer might want. 
They were designated as “high impact” 
colors with such names as Vitamin-C 
(orange), In-Violet (purple), and Moulin 
Rouge.

  

9. 1970 Buick Grand Sport Stage 1. 
13.38 seconds on a ¼ mile straightaway 
at 105.5 miles per hour. Buick 
introduced the 455 cu in V8 engine with 
360 horsepower. This vehicle caused an 
uproar in the 80s when reports said that 
this GS 455 Stage 1 of 1970 was faster 
than any Hemi car produced by Chrysler. 

 
Rare 1970 Buick GS Stage 1 
Photo by: Rex Gray, Creative Commons 

10. 1968 Chevrolet Corvette. 13.41 
seconds in a ¼ mile at 109.5 miles per 
hour. A 427 cu in, 425 horsepower 

engine used, less horsepower than 
previous model mentioned above. Body 
color of Corvettes varied, ten different 
colors if you wanted to get a Corvette, 
the least produced color was black with 
708 produced and British green with 
4,779 produced. 

 

 

SUMMARY OF THE LEGEND 

“DANDY” DICK LANDY 

Story and photos by MOPAR Muscle 
Magazine. 

 

"Dandy" Dick Landy was a master 
showman and a major pioneer in Super 
Stock, Funny Car, and Pro Stock; who 
was known for his innovative race cars, 
wild wheelstands, and his trademark 
cigars. His nickname "Dandy" came from 
his neat appearance in pressed white 

pants and jacket and long unlit cigar 
clenched between his teeth.  

 

Landy was among the drivers who 
popularized late-model Super Stock cars 
in the 1960s, campaigned the first Funny 
Cars in the middle of that decade, and 
helped establish the popularity of Pro 
Stock when the category was created in 
1970.  

Landy made a name for himself and his 
factory sponsor by combining the 
legendary Hemi with an altered 
wheelbase to create the first "Funny 
Car". The combination of horsepower 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/southbeachcars/2446814654/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
http://www.flickr.com/photos/rexgray/4769022403/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Super_Stock
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Super_Stock
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Funny_Car
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Pro_Stock
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Wheelstands
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Hemi
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Horsepower


P a g e  | 12 

 
and traction led to the banning of his 
vehicles by the NHRA; relegated to the 
exhibition circuit, Landy then introduced 
nitromethane, mechanical fuel injection, 
and supercharging to the equation and 
established the foundation for the 
highest tiers of modern drag racing. 
Landy later returned to the world of 
officially-sanctioned racing to participate 
in the formative days of the Super Stock 
and Pro Stock classes, and remained 
involved with Chrysler for the remainder 
of his long career.  

In 1964 Dick Landy was among the first 
to get one of the few factory built 426 
Hemi cars from the Chrysler 
Corporation. In the fall of 1964, Chrysler 
was building 1965 production cars and 
several special race cars known as the 
“A/FX’s.” Because of the alterations 
Landy had made, (like moving the rear 
axles forward 15 inches and the front 
wheels 10 inches), he and his “Landy’s 
Dodge” were kept out of NHRA 
competition. However, Dick Landy and 
his car quickly became a crowd favorite 
at match races from coast to coast. 
These were at first called “altered 
wheelbase” cars but soon were 
nicknamed, “[[funny car]s” because of 
their odd appearance. Dick Landy’s 1964 
Dodge was out months before the 
factory’s and since he was racing first, it 
could easily have the title of “The First 
Funny Car.” In 1968, Dick Landy earned 
the “Car Craft Magazine All Drag Racing 
Award.” And according to Dick “the ’68 
Charger was a flat out winner!” Dick 
Landy won the AHRA Winternationals 
with a time of 10.49 seconds and a 
speed of 133.25 MPH. 

Dick Landy's drag racing career spans 
four decades and, as a driver and 
spokesperson, his name is synonymous 
with Chrysler and Mopar Performance. 

 

Dandy Dick Landy, with his white pants 
and tennis shoes, trademark cigar, ready 
smile, and blistering fast cars, was a 
crowd favorite in the '60s and '70s. His 
revolutionary design ideas changed the 
face of drag racing forever. 

Landy was one of drag racing's first 
"factory" drivers, wheeling a 413 Max 
Wedge Plymouth to ever faster and 
faster quarter mile runs. In 1964 he 
moved to a 426 Wedge Dodge and, in 
his pursuit of quicker elapsed times and 
faster speeds, began the revolution of 
altered wheelbase funny cars. The most 
famous of these was his 1965 Hemi®-
powered "Landy's Dodge." 

 

The '65 altered-wheelbase Dodge was 
one of 12 (six Plymouths and six Dodges) 
built by Chrysler Corporation for its race 
teams that year. In an effort to put more 
weight on the rear wheels, the front axle 
was moved forward about 15 inches and 
the rear axle about 10 inches. The car 
was soon running in the low nine-
second range at speeds of over 140 
mph. 

 

The unique configuration kept Landy 
and his "Landy's Dodge" out of NHRA 
competition, but the car and its 
flamboyant driver quickly became a 

crowd favorite at match races from 
coast to coast, as Landy moved into his 
long and lucrative match race career. 

In 1967 Chrysler Corporation changed 
the direction of its program and Landy 
began conducting a series of 
Performance Seminars for Dodge 
dealerships across the country. These 
seminars helped form the basis for the 
Direct Connection Parts program, known 
today as Mopar Performance. 

 

Landy continued racing until 1980, 
winning NHRA Pro Stock national 
events, claiming the AHRA world 
championship in both 1973 and 1974, 
and winning match races across the 
country. 

These days, Landy maintains his ties 
with drag racing through Dick Landy 
Industries, a research and development 
company in Northridge, California. DLl 
provides high performance parts for a 
number of manufacturers, including 
DaimlerChrysler and Mopar 
Performance. 

 

http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=NHRA
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Nitromethane
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Mechanical_fuel_injection
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Supercharging
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Drag_racing
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Chrysler
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Hemi
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Chrysler_Corporation
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Chrysler_Corporation
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Altered_wheelbase&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Altered_wheelbase&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Car_Craft_Magazine&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Drag_Racing_Award&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Drag_Racing_Award&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Charger
http://www.moparstyle.com/wiki/index.php?title=Winternationals&action=edit&redlink=1
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CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY: 

1966 Ford Thunderbird 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old 
Cars Weekly). 

Bob Potter has tried to get rid of his 
1966 Ford Thunderbird a few times over 
the years. For some reason, he was 
never all that sentimental about the car, 
and even though he bought it new in the 
fall of 1965 and the car has followed him 
all over the country, he was never 
determined to keep it for good. 

At one point, he couldn’t even get 
$1,000 for the wonderfullly preserved 
“Jet Bird.” Heck, he couldn’t even give it 
away — at least not permanently — to 
his own daughter. 

Sentiments can change, however, and 
these days Bob and his wife Donna are 
having more fun than ever with their 
handsome Ford, and they realize now 
how much they would have regretted 
losing it. “Now, we wouldn’t even 
consider selling it!” Bob laughs. “We like 
the car too much.” 

It’s doubtful there is another 1966 
Thunderbird anywhere that has been 
more well-traveled than the Potters’ car. 
It has lived all around the United States, 
moving with the couple through every 
job change and relocation. “I worked for 
defense contractors for 35 years, so we 
moved a lot,” Bob said. “When we 
moved to the house we’re in now [in 
Deming, N.M.], I think it was our 34th 
move since we’ve been married. But 
somehow or another we’ve kept that 
car all the while.” 

 

After all those moves and 109,000 miles 
on its odometer, the T-Bird remains very 
original. It was repainted its original 
Sapphire Blue a few years back and 
given a new beige Landau top, but 
beyond that it “it’s all just the way Ford 
built it.” The car’s leather interior is 
original and the 390-cid, 275-hp engine 
has never been apart. Potter said he will 
gladly fix whatever goes wrong with the 
car, but he sees no need to ever give the 
lovely ‘Bird a thorough restoration. “No, 
I don’t think so,” he said. “To me, cars 
are meant to be enjoyed. I like to drive 
them. They aren’t meant to be trailer 
queens, and I’m not interested in that. 
We drive this one all the time.” 

 

The Potters had previously owned a 
1962 T-Bird convertible when they 
ordered their blue Landau hardtop new 
from Ford. At the time the couple lived 
in El Paso, Texas, and the closed car with 
air conditioning seemed like the wiser 
choice. “I had gotten sent back to  
Houston and then to El Paso and we 
didn’t have any A/C in that ‘62 
convertible, and El Paso gets warm in 
the summer,” Bob laughed. “So we 
ordered a new one — Sapphire Blue 
Metallic — and my wife didn’t want the 
white with it, she wanted the beige, so 
we got the beige top and the beige 
leather interior.” 

The car was the couple’s primary driver 
for many years, up through most of the 
1970s. “I got loaned to Boeing in ’78 and 
we were still driving it then as our 

primary car in the Seattle area,” Potter 
said. “Then I went to work for a  Dallas 
company, and in Dallas I had a workshop 
because I was always into antique cars 
and we just kind of put it in the back of 
the shop. When I retired in ’90 we 
moved to Almogordo, N.M., and we just 
kept it in the shop over there.” 

Following that “first” retirement, Bob 
turned his part-time business fixing and 
refurbishing old carburetors into a full-
time gig. The Thunderbird was mostly in 
mothballs during those years, and when 
Potter retired for a second time and 
decided to sell his carburetor business, 
he figured it was time to find a new 
owner for the car. “We decided to go 
full-time in our RV and we were roaming 
all over the country,” Potter recalled. 
“We had to get rid of some stuff and I 
had several other cars that I had to get 
rid of, too. I actually offered [the 
Thundebird] to a friend of mine for 
$1,000 and he didn’t want it. Of course, 
he’s kicking himself now!” 

 

 

“Then our daughter [Renee] said she 
would take it and put it into storage, so 
we gave the car to her. She grew up in 
that car. We brought her home from the 
hospital in it.” 
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It should have been no surprise, though, 
that the car that had been with the 
Potters for almost four decades and 
followed him all over the country would 
find its way back into their garage. 
“About two years ago, I told [Renee] on 
the phone that I was thinking of getting 
and old car again, and she said, ‘Dad, 
take the Thunderbird. We’re never going 
to get to it.’ So I got it back!” 

That was actually the second time his 
daughter gave Bob a car back. “In 1982 I 
restored a ’67 Mustang for her, and she 
drove that all through high school and 
college,” he said. “She eventually gave 
that back to me … so I got that, too!” 

 

If you were going to pick a car to get 
permanently attached to in the mid-
1960s, the Thunderbird was certainly a 
good choice. By the time the completely 
redesigned “Jet Birds” came out in 1964, 
the T-Bird was already four generations 
into its life cycle. Gone were the “Bullet 
Birds” of 1961-63, replaced by a car of 
similar dimensions and purpose, but 
with very different body lines and 
sharper angles and creases. The grilles 
were more sharply angled and had an 
eggcrate background behind a large 
Thunderbird emblem. The bumper was a 
wrap-around “blade” design — a first for 
the nameplate. 

In back, new full-width tail lamps were 
introduced that would eventually 
become a T-Bird styling fixture. The 
single back-up light was part of the 
Thunderbird emblem in the middle 
lense. The light assembly was all 

encased in a chrome bumper surround 
that made the T-Birds instantly 
recognizable from behind. 

 

 

The Town Landau model with a vinyl 
roof covering was a new offering for 
1966 and it was by far the most popular 
choice among buyers. More than 35,000 
were built for the year — more than the 
hardtop, town hardtop and convertible 
combined. The Town Landau and 
hardtop Landau, which was also new, 
had no rear quarter glass. Instead, the 
roof “C” pillar was widened and 
stretched all the way to the edge of the 
door windows. 

The 390-cid base V-8 was highly 
regarded and added 15 hp for 1966 to 
bring its output to 315. A new 428-
cid/345-hp Thunderbird Special was also 
available as a $64.77 upgrade. Standard 
equipment included dual exhaust, 

Cruise-O-Matic automatic transmission, 
power front disc brakes, power steering, 
Swing-Away steering column, 
retractable seat belts, padded 
instrument panel and sun visors, electric 
clocks, courtesy lights and AM push-
button radio. A roof console ran 
overhead from front to rear and housed 
warning lights for the seat belts, fuel 
level, emergency flashers and door ajar. 

Base prices for the ’66 ‘Birds ranged 
from $4,395 for the hardtop coupe to 
$4,845 for the convertible, but there 
were plenty of add-on goodies that 
could inflate those prices significantly. 
Popular options included the 428-cid 
power plant, six-way power seats, 
power windows and antenna, limited-
slip differential, cruise control, leather 
seats, air-conditioning, reclining 
passenger seat, AM/FM radio, 8-track 
stereo, whitewall tires, two-tone paint 
and rear fender skirts. 

The Potters’ car came with the fender 
skirts, A/C, reclining passenger seat and 
leather upholstery, which remains in 
splendid condition considering the car’s 
age. The Thunderbird had some minor 
bodywork done when it got a roof and 
paint job. Beyond that, there has been 
little work done to the Ford. 

 

“About a month and a half ago, I saw a 
trailing puddle under it and I thought, 
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‘Oh geez, I’ve got an oil leak,” Bob said. 
“I wound up taking the fuel pump off, 
and it was the original fuel pump. It had 
never been off. It had the original Ford 
clamp on it and everything. I went to 
NAPA and bought a new one for $30… 
We re-did the brakes when we did the 
paint. The old bake lines were kind of 
rusty, so I replaced the brake lines and 
put new cylinders in the rear. 

 

 

“The top was in decent shape, but it was 
starting to flake. There was a little rust 
on the lower part of the front fenders. 
We patched that, and in the back over 
the wheel well, we did a little patching. 
Back in 1981 I bought a pair of rear 
quarter panels from an outfit in 
Michigan. They cost me $300, and I used 
them for the pieces of metal. That was 
all about three years ago.” 

At one point, the Potters had another 
Thunderbird to go with their ’66.  That 
car came and went long ago, but the 
blue and white Town Landau stayed. “At 
one time I thought about selling it 
because we had another Thunderbird, a 
’76,” Bob said. “We were leaving 
Minnesota to move to Seattle, and I 
looked at the ’76 and thought, ‘Gee 
whiz, it’s got more rust than our ’66!’ So 
I sold that and kept the ’66 and drove it 
to Seattle and used it there.” 

 

Above all, Potter says he still likes the 
1966 Thunderbird because it does 
exactly what it was intended to do, even 
46 years later. It is a wonderful driving 
machine with an irresistible combination 
of power, creature comforts, road 
manners and good looks. 

 

“The Lincolns and the Thunderbirds and 
the Cadillacs were all in that heavy class. 
They were all good road cars,” Potter 
noted. “The Thunderbirds from those 
years were really nice-driving cars. And 
they still are.” 

 

 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY: 

1970 Plymouth GTX 

 

Story and photos by Angelo Van Bogart 
(Old Cars Weekly). 

In 1970, ads screamed, “Plymouth 
Makes It,” but not everyone could afford 
to ride with the “Rapid Transit System.” 

“I couldn’t afford [a GTX] as a kid, but I 
wanted one. When I looked at cars, I 
liked Road Runners and GTXes, but the 
insurance was more than the car 
payment for us guys who were under 
25,” said Roger Wilson of Moville, Iowa. 

At a base price of $3,535, the 1970 GTX 
would have cost more than $100 per 
month over three years and been priced 
at more than half the $6,200 average 
wage. That’s a heavy chunk of change 
for any American, let alone a 
horsepower-crazed teen or 20-
something. Many of those young 
Plymouth fans had to grudgingly walk 
past the muscle cars lined up at their 
local dealership to the more wallet-
friendly intermediates upon which 
muscle cars were based, Wilson 
included. 

“I ended up buying my Sport Satellite 
with a 318 in 1970, because it was a lot 
less insurance,” Wilson said. 

Although the Sport Satellite didn’t make 
Wilson a card-carrying member of the 
Rapid Transit System — represented in 
1970 by the Plymouth Duster 340, Road 
Runner, ’Cuda, Fury GT and GTX — the 
Satellite series shared the body and 
chassis with the intermediate-size Road 
Runner and GTX which were based upon 
it. 

 

With a 116-inch wheelbase and a 204-
inch overall length, Plymouth’s 1970 
intermediates were anything but 
intermediate-sized in today’s world. 
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However, when the body was originally 
introduced in 1968, Plymouth’s 
intermediate fit its class well, and thanks 
to a Coke-bottle-shape, it fit 
handsomely. It was the perfect time to 
uncage the bargain-priced Road Runner 
as an intermediate-size muscle car for 
the masses, and bring back the hairy-
yet-plush GTX for an encore 
presentation after its 1967 debut. 

 

When introduced, the flashy GTX was 
the James Bond of the Plymouth line. It 
had the square-jawed looks of the 
Belvedere/Satellite line, but was 
dangerous when confronted, thanks to 
its standard 440-cid V-8 with 375 hp or 
its optional 426-cid Hemi with 425 hp. 
This secret agent of the Plymouth line 
also packed such features as a heavy-
duty three-speed TorqueFlite 
transmission (when equipped with an 
automatic) and heavy-duty brakes, 
suspension and battery. 

The sharp creases of the 
Belvedere/Satellite body were made 
more sharply dressed on the GTX by way 
of rocker panel and wheel opening trim 
plus a “pit stop” gas cap, redline tires, 
dual fiberglass hood scoops, dual sport 
stripes and a blacked-out grille. Inside, 
the GTX was appointed with front 

bucket seats, a console, 150-mph 
speedometer and a woodgrain three-
spoke steering wheel. At $3,178 in base 
hardtop form and $3,418 as a base 
convertible, the GTX was the most 
expensive Plymouth, beating out even 
the VIP two-door hardtop and the Sport 
Furys. Just 12,010 hardtop and 680 
convertible GTX models were built for 
1967. 

 

The high-line muscle car from the entry-
level car maker caught on and GTX 
production rose when the model 
returned on Chrysler Corp.’s new 
intermediate body for 1968. Combined 
GTX sales for the convertible and 
hardtop were nearly 19,000 in 1968, 
followed by a slight decline to 15,602 
versions for the little-changed 1969 GTX 
models. 

When the GTX returned for its fourth 
go-round in 1970, it was only available 
as a two-door hardtop wearing the 
heavily revised 1970 intermediate body. 
Although the basic structure was 
unchanged from 1968 with lineage still 
apparent in the roof, the 1970 Plymouth 
intermediates wore new front and rear 
fenders, each protected by new 
bumpers and dressed with new 
telephone receiver-shaped grilles and 
rear tail lamp panels with arrow-shaped 
tail lamps. The doors were also changed 
and, in the end, the intermediate 1970 
Plymouth Belvedere, Satellite, Road 
Runner and GTX were up to 204 inches 
end to end, a total of 1.3 inches more 
overall length than in 1968 and 1969. 

The basic idea behind the GTX remained 
unchanged for 1970: the GTX was a 
gentleman’s hot rod built to compete 
with such muscle cars as the Pontiac 

GTO and Oldsmobile 4-4-2, while the 
Road Runner combated against the 
Chevelle Super Sports and Torino GTs. 
To give GTX clientele a greater choice of 
power for 1970, Plymouth added the 
440-cid Six Pack engine to the arsenal of 
engine options, which already included 
the 426-cid Hemi; either could be 
ordered in place of the standard Super 
Commando 440-cid four-barrel V-8 good 
for 375 hp. 

 

For owners with a wilder side, Plymouth 
offered the GTX in one of eight Hi-
Impact colors for 1970, and a grocery list 
of the requisite blues, shades of white, 
red, green and black. However, 
Plymouth left off silver from the 
standard GTX pallet from 1969 to 1970. 
That didn’t stop at least one person 
from getting one of the 7,748 GTXes 
built for 1970 painted silver. 

“Silver was only offered in a Fury that 
year, but back then, you could go to the 
dealer and say, ‘You offer it on a Fury’ 
and special order it for a GTX,” Wilson 
said. When a non-standard color such as 
silver was special-ordered for a 
Plymouth model, the factory inserted 
“999” for the paint code on the car’s 
fender tag. 

Those 999 paint codes grab Wilson’s 
attention, especially when they’re 
attached to a 1970 GTX. His affinity for 
the GTX is so strong, he co-founded the 
1970 GTX Registry 20 years ago 
(www.1970gtxregistry.com). Today, the 
registry is an online forum through 
which Wilson helps fellow 1970 GTX 
owners and enthusiasts. Sometimes, 
those enthusiasts also address Wilson’s 
needs, including his desire to learn 
about unusual 1970 GTX models. 

http://www.1970gtxregistry.com/
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“A guy called me concerning decoding 
the fender tag [of a 999 paint code GTX] 
and having it in the registry, and a little 
later it came up on eBay,” he said of the 
EA4 Silver Metallic GTX shown here. 

 

Although the GTX was rough, Wilson’s 
fascination with the car didn’t die. The 
weathered paint showed signs the car 
had panels off a rainbow of different 
1970 Plymouths. The Dana 60 rear end 
installed as standard equipment on 
GTXes was gone, the original 440-cid, 
four-barrel V-8 had been replaced by a 
318-cid V-8 that no longer ran and the 
original 18-spline Hemi four-speed and 
its Pistol-Grip shifter had been replaced 
by a column-shifted automatic. The 
interior also needed a complete 
makeover. And although he had no idea 
what color the GTX was originally 
painted, Wilson forged ahead and made 
a deal with the online seller. That was in 
2004. 

“I realized it was pretty rough, but I 
realized it was the second one that was 
a 999 paint code car that I am aware of,” 
he said. The other 999 paint code 1970 
GTX is a burgundy metallic car. 

“At first, I thought it was Petty Blue, 
because under some emblems, it was 
Petty Blue and that was a 999 paint code 
color in 1970. Then I found Petty Blue 

overspray and realized I had to dig 
deeper. Then we took off some 
mouldings and looked under the seats 
and the package tray and there was 
bright silver,” he said. That Plymouth 
color was only available on Furys in 
1970. 

 

“When we tore the car completely 
apart, we took pics of every part of the 
car that was silver. Somebody had 
painted the engine compartment black 
and it was silver under that. We were 
able to determine it was a silver metallic 
color. But the build sheet and fender tag 
just list 999 as the paint code, so there’s 
no clue as to what color it was unless 
you look the car over really well.” 

While documenting all the signs of the 
original silver color in the GTX before its 
2009 restoration, Wilson and his 
restorer also noted what parts the GTX 
would need to get back on the road. It 
was a long list. 

“When I got the car, it had a yellow 
hood, purple fenders and a blue door, so 
the original pieces were long gone,” 
Wilson said. “The pieces on it weren’t 
that good, so we had to replace every 
panel. The doors, the hood, the fenders, 
the trunk lid that were on it needed 
more work than it was worth.” 

Making the search for body and 
mechanical parts more difficult is the 

uniqueness of 1970 Plymouth 
intermediates. While the 
aforementioned 1968 and ’69 B-body 
Plymouth intermediates are very similar, 
the 1970 B-body was different, and then 
it was succeeded by an all-new body and 
chassis design for 1971. 

“The problem with the 1970 Road 
Runner/GTX is that so much of that stuff 
is one year only, even the radio,” Wilson 
said. Fortunately, the silver car was 
Wilson’s second 1970 Plymouth GTX 
project and he could retrace his tire 
marks in the search for parts. 

“Parts came from swap meets, online 
sales and friends,” he said. “There are 
more and more places reproducing 
parts, for example, including the correct 
bolts for the transmission and engine. 

“I spent in the thousands of dollars from 
Year One, the Paddock and Battleson,” 
Wilson said. “I bought a lot of stuff from 
Roger Gibson [Auto Restorations] 
because their stuff is top notch.” 

 

Wilson noticed that some reproduction 
parts have even been improved since his 
first 1970 GTX was restored. 

“On my earlier restoration, the 
woodgrain dash was a decal, but now 
you can buy the silk screen so it looks 
original.” 

For the quarter panels, Wilson said his 
restorer, Benton Warnke of Total 
Performance in Carroll, Iowa, used 
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reproduction quarter panels from Auto 
Metal Direct (AMD) and found the fit to 
be superior. 

 

Despite the availability of some new 
parts and Wilson’s connections to other 
GTX hobbyists, piecing together the 
correct parts to make the silver GTX 
match its build sheet had its challenges. 

“For the silver GTX, we got a 1970 block, 
transmission and we figure that is as 
close as we can get [to matching 
numbers],” he said. “The carburetor part 
numbers are for a 1970. Rounding up 
that four-barrel, four-seed carburetor 
for a 1970 was really hard.” 

By late 2010, all the pieces to the GTX 
puzzle were found and assembled, and 
the result is as close to the picture of a 
stock GTX as one will find. 

“It had a manual front seat and I put the 
factory six-way driver’s seat base in it,” 
Wilson said. He also had some internal 
tweaks completed to the engine to give 
his “Gittix” more giddy up. 

 

“The 440 motor was bored out so it’s a 
little beefier than the original, but it has 
the original Six Pack rods and damper,” 
he said. 

Since the car was completed, Wilson 
spends a fair amount of time looking out 
the windshield to the road ahead. “We 
try to take it to local cruises within a 50-
mile radius,” he said. “I have a 3-year-
old grandson who is car crazy, so we 
drive to his place and put him in his car 
seat and he’s as happy as can be. 

“I have always enjoyed a four-speed and 
it’s a fun car to drive.” 

Wilson is also keeping an eye on the 
rearview mirror, in hopes of learning 
more about how his GTX came to be 
silver, and if there are others. 

“I think a lot of people don’t realize how 
rare this car is,” he said. “We do have a 
sign that has the fender tag broken 
down. It’s the only one known to be 
painted silver.” 

If there’s another silver GTX with a 999 
paint code, Wilson would love to hear 
about it. He’s also looking for 
information on his GTX’s past. Drop him 
a line at 1970gtxregistry@gmail.com if 
you can add to the story. 

TOP END DRAGWAYS 
SABIN MN 

 
“WHERE SPEED KNOWS 
NO LIMITS” 

 

For 2012, Division 5 will be continuing 
the Pit Vehicle registration program. All 
pit vehicles will be required to register 
and get a serialized sticker which must 
be displayed on the vehicle. This pass is 
good at any Division 5 track. 

 

For a complete schedule for 2012: 
www.topenddragways.com 

DRIVER BIO: 

 

#99 JASON GRIMES 

 
Driver Hometown:  
Jamestown, ND 
Engine Builder:  
Dakota Engine Builders 
Chassis:  
Hughs 
Racing Class:  
Wissota Midwest Modified. 

mailto:1970gtxregistry@gmail.com
http://www.topenddragways.com/
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Driver Website:  
www.flyin99.com. 
Facebook URL:  
www.facebook.com/flyin99. 
Crew Members: 
Vincent. 
Sponsors: 
Country Grain Cooperative, Dakota 
Engine Builders, Hughes Racing Chassis, 
Integra Shocks & Springs, RealTruck.com 
Truck Accessories, Qual Chiropractic, 
McIlonie Farms, Schwind Construction, 
West End Hide, Fur & Metal Company, 
NAPA Auto Parts, Xtreme Graphics, 
O’Brien Enterprises. 
 
Racing Bio: 
100 + Career Wins, 2011 USMTS – 
Rookie of the Year, 2011 USMTS – Great 
Plains Region Points Standings – 4

th
 

Place, 2011 USMTS – Upper Midwet 
Region Points Standing – 12

th
 Place, 

2010 WISSOTA – Dakota State Fair 
Speedway Race of Champions Modified 
winner, 2010 WISSOTA – I-94 Speedway 
– King of the Dirt Championship Winner, 
2010 WISSOTA – Jamestown Speedway 
Stock Car Stampede Modified 
Champion, 2010 WISSOTA – Jamestown 
Speedway Labor Day Special Midwest 
Modified Champion, 2010 WISSOTA – 
Jamestown Speedway Modified Track 
Points Standings – 2rd Place, 2010 
WISSOTA – Jamestown Speedway Stock 
Car Stampede Midwest Modified – 2

nd
 

Place, 2010 WISSOTA – Viking Speedway 
Minnesota Modified Nationals – 3

rd
 

Place, 2010 WISSOTA – Modified 
National Points – 5

th
 Place, 2010 

WISSOTA – Brown County Speedway 
Modified Track Championship – 2

nd
 

Place . 

 
 

See the finest dirt track racing around 
featuring Wissota Street Stocks, 
Midwest Modifieds, Super Stocks, 
Modifieds & Late Models along with 
Bombers and Hornets. Sponsored by 
Stop-N-Go, Dakota Central 
Telecommunications, and Pepsi & Cenex 
Convenience Store. Dirt track racing 
action at its finest. Watch 250+ drivers 
compete, enjoy the great food and have 
tons of dirty fun. The best value for your 
entertainment dollar. 

Congrats to this years 41
st

 Annual 
Stampede Feature Winners! Saturday 
September 22

nd
, 2012 Winners 

 

HORNETS 

Jamie Schlafman (Friday) 

 

Parker Bilden (Saturday) 

 

BOMBERS 

Chad Hausauer 

 

MIDWEST MODS 

Travis Saurer 

 

STREET STOCKS 

Zach Fredericks 
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SUPER STOCKS 

Ross Dixon 

 

MODIFIEDS 

Travis Saurer 

 

LATE MODEL 

Jeremy Keller 

 

Complete results at SpeedNetDirect.com 

The speedway was much honored to be 
named the business of the year by the 
Jamestown Chamber of Commerce. 
Thanks to all our staff, drivers, fans and 
sponsors for making this special award 
possible. 

 

 

The Jamestown Drag Racing Association 
was founded in 2000 by six middle aged 
drag racing fanatics from Jamestown 
that enjoyed and sometimes raced in 
Fargo, ND at the Interstate Dragways, as 
well as the Harvey Airport in Harvey, ND. 
The inaugural race was held in 2001 at 
the Jamestown Regional Airport. This 
year, 2012, will be our 10th race. 

Currently the races use the south end of 
runway 04 with the pit area around 
taxiway echo and the adjoining field. 
With some of the proceeds of our races 
we have been able to purchase our own 
public address system, runway cleanup 
equipment along with traction aid 
equipment. 

The Association appreciates the support 
from Community Businesses, Airport 
Authority, Buffalo City Tourism 
Foundation and the Jamestown Fire 
Department. The Association meets 
approximately every two weeks from 
March until the race. Meetings are held 
every Thursday at 7:00 PM, at the 
Jamestown Fire Department hall. 
Interested individuals are welcome to 
attend and there is currently no 
membership fee at this time. 

 

The James Valley Off Roaders began 
when a group of racing enthusiasts 
encouraged a friend to let them use a 
field South of Jamestown to begin racing 
each other. The result: a well organized 
team of race lovers who dedicate their 
summers to racing all over North 
Dakota. We've worked hard to provide a 
safe, controlled environment for anyone 
looking to put their 4x4's to the test 
without the worry of red lights in the 
rear view mirror! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

10/13/2012 Top End Dragways 
  Tintmasters Street Legal Day 

  Glyndon, MN 

10/16/2012 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00 
  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

10/18/2012 Jamestown Drag Racing 
  Meeting @ Pizza Ranch 7:00 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

10/20/2012 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

10/21/2012 Big Money Race Weekend 
  Glyndon, MN 

11/13/2012 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00 
  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

12/1/2012 Jamestown Speedway 
  Awards Banquet at Shady's 
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  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

12/11/2012 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Awards Banquet 5:30 Social 

  
Hour, Dinner @ 6:30, 
Awards 

  
Presentation & Auction@ 
7:00 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

 

CAR CLUB SITES  

www.bridgecitycruisers.com 

www.topperscarclub.com 

Badlands Drifters Car Club 
www.badlandsdrifters.com 

 

 

 
www.buggies-n-blues.org 

Counts of Cobblestone Car Club 
www.countscarclub.com 

www.dakotacruiser.com 

Corvettes of Dakota Territory 
www.cdtnd.com 

 

 

www.ndsra.com

 
www.pioneercarclub.com

www.primesteelcarclub.com 

www.classtiques.com  

http://www.bridgecitycruisers.com/
http://www.topperscarclub.com/
http://www.badlandsdrifters.com/
http://www.buggies-n-blues.org/
http://www.countscarclub.com/
http://www.dakotacruiser.com/
http://www.cdtnd.com/
http://www.ndsra.com/
http://www.ndsra.com/
http://www.pioneercarclub.com/
http://www.pioneercarclub.com/
http://www.primesteelcarclub.com/
http://www.classtiques.com/
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