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NEXT MEETING 
APRIL 17th 7:00 AT 
THE QUALITY INN 

JAMESTOWN! 
$20.00 DRAWING 
TO TAKE PLACE. 

 
LOOKING TOWARDS THE 

FUTURE 
 

Written by Skovy 

Boy oh boy, it seems like the last 
issue of the “RUMBLER” came out 
and boom, another one. Hope you all 
like this magazine. 

I’m having a blast seeing all the 
activity among the membership. 

Thanks for all the hard work Tom, 
and thanks for the story Craig. Keep 
up the good work you guys. Big time 

appreciated. 

Almost 200 “RUMBLERS” went out 
last month with either e-mails or 
regular mailings. Sorry if some of you 
were missed. I’ll make sure that 
everybody gets one. 

I’m starting to work on the car show 
that we will have at Don Wilhelm, Inc. 
this fall. This should be a very 
successful car show. Free to the 
public and participants. Hopefully I 
can secure some fun activities for the 
whole family at this event. 

There is something new for the 
organization, and the “RUMBLER”. 
I’ve included 4 pictures of vehicles 
from TV and Movies. It’s called 
“Guess the Car”. Hope you have fun 
solving the puzzle and get closer to 
winning the $20.00 prize. 

Also, James Valley Street Machines 
have adopted the Fort Seward 
Reconstruction Foundation as our 
charity per fact. You will notice their 
newsletter is attached to the 
“RUMBLER”. I’m pleased to say that 
I’m a member and would like to invite 
all of you to participate in a 
worthwhile project. 

Quality Inn has signed on with our 
organization. Welcome aboard. The 
meeting room they set up for us last 
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month was super comfortable and 
they supplied coffee and water. We 
will have a great symbiant 
relationship.  

I went to the last meeting of the 
Jamestown Drag Racing and was 
warmly accepted and treated by all 
members present. It’s uplifting how 
all car people can meld together and 
have fun. 

On Tuesday, April 10, a group of us 
cruised over to Valley City to sit in on 
the Bridge City Cruisers monthly 
meeting. I think it would be cool for 
us to be together since we also strive 
for the same purpose. I’ll have more 
on that meeting in our next 
“RUMBLER” magazine. 

The “RUMBLER” has been going out 
to their organization since I’ve been 
writing it, and now hopefully, their 
group will be involved with stories 
that we can input into the 
“RUMBLER”. 

Our dues are only $25.00. There is a 
drawing for all members each month 
at the meeting. The drawing is for 
$20.00. Each member gets his/her 
name put in a bucket every month 
whether you’re in attendance to the 
meeting or not. If you are at the 
monthly meeting another name card 
will be put in the bucket. At the end 
of the meeting we’ll draw a name. If 
you are in attendance you will 
receive $20.00. 

Also, we are purchasing a David 
Snyder numbered print. 

 

At our Awards Banquet at the end of 
the year, we will also draw for that 
print, along with other prizes. 

The next meeting will be April 17 at 
the Quality Inn 7:00. 

See you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUESS THE CAR 

This month we will play a game. We 
are drawing for $20.00 at the 
meeting (Must be in attendance to 
win the $20.00). You will get extra 
chances for every car you pick that is 
correct. These cars are movie cars 
and you must guess (Year, Make, 
Model, and what show it was in). You 
will get 1 extra chance for every one 

you have right. Good Luck! 

 

1. 
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2. Car on the left. 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

Again, Good Luck! 

 

 

 

MEMBER CORNER 
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF 

THE YENKO KIND 

 

Story by Craig Gaier 

As a college student at NDSU in 
Fargo, North Dakota, I could never 
stay away from the car lots around 
the Fargo Moorhead area. I was 
caught up in the car mystic since 
before I could drive while sitting in 
our driveway in my parents 1957 
Nash Ambassador 

  

I’d be listening to the radio till the 
battery would run down. 

 

My first real non-beater car was a 
1966 Chevrolet Impala Super Sport 
(327V8 Powerglide version) that was 
2 years old when I acquired it with 
24,000 miles on it. I drove that car 
back and forth from Cleveland, North 
Dakota and Fargo, endless trips up 
and down Broadway and 1st Avenue 
in Fargo and a pizza delivery job; it 
didn’t take long to amass 100,000 
extra miles on it. Thank goodness for 
18 cents per gallon gas at the time. 
Pretty soon the Chevy had the blues 
(if you know what I mean). 

My father informed me in the fall of 
1970, after returning to Fargo for the 
fall semester, that I could go car 
hunting for my first “NEW” car, as 
long as it was a carry-over model. 
Then I saw the “THREE CARRY-
OVER” sitting off to the side by 
themselves. They were at Tom 
Muscatel Chevrolet on Main Avenue 
in Fargo. I can still see the Camaro 
like it was yesterday in its bright 
yellow paint with the black “Yenko 
Stinger” stripe. 
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That’s right, a brand new carry-over 
1969 Yenko Camaro sitting beside 2 
carry-over 1969 Yenko Chevelles 
(one in butternut yellow & one in 
lemans blue). I knew what I wanted! 
That’s right the lemans blue Yenko 
Chevelle! 

 

Sorry, having been used to an 
Impala sized car, the Camaro just 
seemed way too small a car to have 
for a year round multi-purpose 
vehicle in North Dakota, but the 
Chevelle would do. 

The first thing I checked was why 
these were still sitting here brand 
new when the new 1971’s had just 
come out and the price? I was told to 
“Take my pick”, they were $3,995.00 
each and it seems like insurance 
rates were a killer on 427V8 450 
Horsepower vehicles and they 
couldn’t sell them, so a dealer in 
Minneapolis or Chicago was coming 
to get them in about a week if they 
didn’t sell them, then I also 
remember something about my 
father saying “You’re going to kill 
yourself by getting anything with 450 
horsepower”. So my Yenko “Close 
Encounter” came to a screeching halt 
and I ended up driving out of Kiefer 
Chevrolet lot in Moorhead with 
another carry-over in the form of a 
new 1970 Chevy Monte Carlo (it did 
have at least a small block 400V8), 
and it was either that or a 1970 
Chevy Camaro 307V8 3 Speed that 
was the ugliest green I’d ever seen. 
The Camaro had heater & keys. No 

Air, no power steering … Certainly 
not a Yenko Supercar. 

 

For a time the Monte Carlo (which 
ended up still being over $1,000.00 
less than the Yenko’s) served me 
well … 

But that’s another story. 

 

FEATURE CAR CLUB 

 

We currently have over 100 
members in a 60-mile radius of 
Valley City, to include Fargo, 
Cooperstown, and Ypsilanti and all 
the way to Plentywood, MT. 
 
We participate in many fundraisers, 
area events, car shows, pot lucks, 
socials, and mystery cruises. If you 
would like to become a member 
please print and fill out the 
membership form listed below and 
mail to Bridge City Cruisers PO Box 
791 Valley City ND 58072. 

 

 
 

SUMMARY OF THE 
LEGEND 

CHIP FOOSE 

 

Wikipedia 

Chip Foose began working on 
automobiles at age seven for his 
father's company, Project Design, in 
Santa Barbara, California. 
Encouraged by Ford and Preston 
Tucker designer Alex Tremulis, 
Foose started to attend the Art 
Center College of Design in 1982, 
however dropped out after two years 
due to financial difficulties. After 
working for four years at ASHA 
Corp., Foose returned to the Art 
Center to complete his education. 
After graduating in 1990, Foose 
worked full-time for Sterenberger 
Design and part-time for Boyd 
Coddington. In 1993, Foose resigned 
from Sterenberger to work for J Mays 
at Ford; however Coddington was 
able to convince Foose to work for 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J_Mays
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him instead. Working for Coddington 
full-time, Foose eventually became 
the president of Coddington's 
company Hot Rods by Boyd. While 
working for Coddington, Foose 
designed many of Coddington's well 
known creations such as the 
Boydster I and II.  

In 1998, with Hot Rods by Boyd 
facing bankruptcy, Foose left his 
position and with his wife Lynne 
started his own automotive and 
product design company called 
Foose Design in Huntington Beach, 
California. Fosse’s departure from 
Boyd's was not an amicable one as 
in a 2006 interview, Foose stated: 
"Boyd has chosen to not have any 
relations with me, since I stopped 
working at his shop." One of the main 
reasons for the bitter relationship 
between Boyd and Chip is claimed to 
be that Chip retained many of the 
talented builders from Boyd 
Coddington, where the departure of 
Mike and Charley was aired on 
"American Hot Rod". 

 

 

Foose gained more exposure in 2003 
as a result of a TLC documentary on 
his design and creation of a modified 
2002 Ford Thunderbird called the 
Speedbird. In 2004, the TLC program 
Overhaulin’ began to air with Foose 
as the star of show. At the 2005 
Specialty Equipment Market 
Association (SEMA) show, a unique 
1969 Foose Designed Camaro 
Convertible was displayed, to be 
produced in a 500 car run by Unique 
Performance of Dallas Texas. Press 
releases following this period 
announced UP would also be 
handling the marketing of Fosse’s 
other custom car lines, including 
Hemisfear, along with the Foose 
2006 Mustang Stallion. Foose also 
designed a paint scheme for 4 times 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Champion Jeff 
Gordon to promote DuPont’s Hot 
Hues paint line. In November 2007, 
Foose officially severed ties to 
Unique Performance following police 
action against UP for alleged illegal 
activities. In 2006, Foose launched a 
line of die CAST replicas of many of 
his famous designs partnering with 
the makers of Johnny Lighting in the 
creation of JL Full Throttle. JL Full 
Throttle produced many of Foose's 
famous, award winning designs like 
Grand Master and Impression. The 
Impression subsequently won the 
prestigious Riddle prize. Also 
replicated were a number of cars 
from Overhaulin’. Announced at the 
(SEMA) show in 2006 was a pact 
between Foose and Ford to produce 
Foose designed Ford vehicles, the 
first of which was shown at the 2007 
New York Auto Show. 

 

 

Foose was retained as design 
consultant to provide architects with 
unique styling elements for the 
exterior and interior of the $275 
million expansion of Detroit’s Motor 
City Casino, anticipated to be 
complete by the end of 2007.  

As of 2010, Foose continues to 
operate Foose Design and provide 
design consultations to the Big Three 
automakers. Overhaulin’ was 
canceled at the end of 2009. 

Foose also finds time to serve as the 
Vice Chairman of the Progenies 
Research Foundation, California 
Chapter. (Foose's youngest sister 
died of Hutchinson-Gilford Progenies 
Syndrome.) Foose has also taken 
place in numerous children's 
charities such as Child help and 
Victory Junction Gang Camp. He 
was also named Grand Marshal of 
SEMA Show N' Shine public car 
show for children's charities. Foose 
also helped start the Ridemakerz 
customizable toy cars business in 
2007. 

Foose and his wife live in Southern 
California with their two children 
Brock and Katie. 

Hemisfear 

In 2007, Foose began limited 
production (50 vehicles in total) of 
the Hemisfear. Also known as the 
Foose Coupe, the Hemisfear was 
designed by Foose in 1990 during 
his time at the Art Center and 
publicly unveiled at the SEMA trade 
show in November 2006. An earlier 
design drawing of the Hemisfear 
served as the inspiration for the 
Plymouth Prowler. The 2007 
Hemisfear was commissioned by a 
new die cast model car company JL 
Full Throttle which had partnered 
with Foose to build both the real 
Hemisfear and scale models of the 
car. 

A Foose Coupe was sold along with 
a design consultation with Foose at 
the Barrett-Jackson car auction in 
Palm Beach, Florida at the end of 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SEMA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
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March 2007. The 1st Foose Coupe 
Supercar was auctioned for 
$340,000; sold to Atlanta vintage car 
dealer and avid car collector Roger 
Burgess. 

 

Member Corner 

1968 Chevelle SS396 
Convertible 

Story by Steven “Skovy” Jaskoviak 

 

I ran this story in a past issue 
(January 2011). I liked the story and 
felt good telling it. Here it is again. 
Hope you enjoy reading it. 

It was the summer of 1989. 

That’s how I’m going to start this 
story. 

My father (Boyd) and I were like Mutt 
and Jeff. We did everything together. 
One of my dad’s passions was 
powerful cars. He instilled that into 
me throughout my life. In the 60’s 
when I was growing up we would 
work on cars together. My hands 
were greasy with motor grease when 
my friends were riding bike and 
playing baseball. In 1969 my dad 
went to the Chevrolet dealer and 
ordered a Suburban with the L78 
solid lifter 396 in it. Holy smoke 
would that Suburban move. He told 
me I couldn’t get my license till I beat 
him with the car he bought me. A 
1961 Ford Falcon with a whopping 

170 super 6 cylinder in it. Hence the 
beginning of my car career. I 
bartered and traded that Falcon for a 
55 Chevy Nomad with a 327 4 speed 
and $10.00. The body of that Nomad 
was lunch but it was a runner! Light 
turned green on Main Street Mandan 
and he went up in smoke and the 55 
squealed a little bit and took off. Had 
him at the next light by a door 
handle. Hence my driving career 
started when I was 16. My first 
speeding ticket was 30 days after 

that. Great memories. 

Anyway, back to the summer of 
1989. 

Up to 1989 my father and me had 
restored and sold probably 12 
Chevelles and Camaros. We made 
some pretty good money on them 
also. We had restored a 66 Impala 
and went to deep on it and lost a ton 
of money. Dad told me “No more for 
me I’m out of that business”. I said ok 
and started looking for a Chevelle 
body for a 454 I had in the garage. 

In talking to friends they told me that 
Bill Skeldum (from Jamestown) was 
moving to Colorado and had a 1969 
Chevelle hardtop body he wanted to 
sell before he went. He was living in 
Bismarck and I called him. When I 
met him I was looking over the 
Chevelle body I noticed in his garage 
there was a car under blankets and 
junk piled up on top of it. I asked him 
about that car and he told me that it 
was a 68 Chevelle SS396 that he 
took apart 10 years prior and was 
going to repaint it. I asked him to 
show it to me and he did. I noticed 
the odometer had 38,000 miles on it 
and he told me it was actual. His 
family bought the car new from the 
Chevy dealership in Jamestown. His 
sister drove it in high school and he 
kept it after she gave it up. The car 
was in pieces but after looking over 
the car I could see it was all there 
and numbers were matching. “How 
much for this one”? I asked. He 
thought for a while and said if I’d take 
both of the Chevelles he would sell 
them for $5000.00 for the pair. 
$2000.00 for the hardtop and 
$3000.00 for the Convertible. His 

words were not even out of his 
mouth and I had my checkbook out. 

 

I went home and said to my dad 
“Would you like to go in on another 
Chevelle project”? He said “NO 
WAY” Told him of my deal and he 
said “We made a great deal didn’t 
we”? It is a funny story that makes 
me smile every time I look at these 
pictures. We totally restored both 
cars. We sold the hardtop when we 

finished and kept the convertible. 

When I lost my dad in the summer of 
2006 I sold the Chevelle because I 

couldn’t drive it without crying. 

 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY: 

1970 Mercury Cyclone 

Spoiler 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest 

Chris Cekosh will probably never get 
to meet the guy who stole his 1970 
Mercury Cyclone Spoiler many years 
ago. 

But if he could, he’d probably want to 
shake the guy’s hand. 
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Actually, the car wasn’t stolen from 
Cekosh, a resident of Stevens Point, 
Wis. It was swiped from the first 
owner, who had put fewer than 
30,000 miles on his big, bold, 
Competition Gold muscle machine 
before it went missing. The cops 
eventually recovered the car, but it 
wasn’t running when it came home. 

And it didn’t run again for many 
years, which Cekosh figures is the 
main reason the Spoiler is still 
around. “When he finally got it back, 
the carburetor and air cleaner were 
missing, which actually turned out to 
be a great thing, because he parked 
it in the yard and never moved it. 
Everything else is original,” Cekosh 
noted. “I don’t know [how long it sat]. 
I didn’t find out … Had it not been 
stolen, somebody might have 
modified it or tubbed out the wheel 
wells. You never know.” 

 

 

The car changed hands two more 
times before Cekosh became its 
fourth owner. He’s certain the second 
and third owners never had the car 
running. 

“The guy told me, ‘Yeah, I had it 
running once, I went down to the end 
of the road with it,’ which I know is a 
bunch of bull because when I took 
the intake manifold off, there was a 
bunch of walnuts and junk in the 

carburetor and that engine was stuck 
tight,” he said. “There was water in 
the transmission from sometime in its 
history. 

 

“I know he didn’t (have it running). 
No way.” 

Cekosh, has gone to great lengths to 
get his rare Mercury looking and 
running good, however. He’s rebuilt 
the 429-cid Cobra Jet engine and 
automatic transmission, put in new 
checked houndstooth upholstery, 
replaced the battered hood and trunk 
lid, chased down a bunch of parts, 
and had the unibody car stripped and 
repainted. These days, he’s getting 
very close to having the car he 
dreamed about. 

“I remember one time years ago, I 
must have been in my teens, and a 
guy says ‘Come over here and look 
at this dashboard.’ The tachometer 
and all the gauges are angled toward 
the driver. It’s just so unique. You 
never see that,” Cekosh recalled. 
“Well, I always kept it in the back of 
my mind that I’d like to have one, but 
I never thought I could afford 
something like this. They are going 
for big dollars now and hard to find 
parts for. You can buy a car like this, 
but to find parts is unreal.” 

 

Cekosh wasn’t actively looking for a 
Spoiler when he stumbled across the 

car on eBay four years ago. He 
already had a “Starsky & Hutch” 
1975 Gran Torino, a 1974 Gran 
Torino Sport “that’s still my baby,” 
and several Ford trucks at home. 
When the eBay bidding failed to 
reach the reserve, though, he 
couldn’t resist contacting the seller, 
and before he knew it, the car was 
his. 

 

A modest total of 1,631 of the 
redesigned Cyclone Spoilers were 
built by Mercury for 1970, and they 
certainly aren’t plentiful these days. 
Cekosh figures his Spoiler is 
probably among the most unique still 
on the road — it was one of only 246 
Spoilers ordered with air 
conditioning, and one of only 60 that 
were Competition Gold with the 
checked interior. “The hidden 
headlights are also a rarity,” he said. 
“To find a car with all three, they are 
probably about 1 out of 15, would be 
my guess.” 
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The 1970 model year brought some 
big changes to the Mercury Cyclone 
lineup. After a two-season stint with a 
more radical fastback roofline, the 
Cyclone hardtops had trunk lines 
about halfway between the old 
notchback hardtop and a true 
fastback. There were three Cyclones 
for 1970: The base model that 
retailed for prices starting at $3,238, 
the Cyclone GT base priced at 
$3,226 and the Spoiler — the hi-po 
version of the GT — which listed for 
$3,759 and up. 

The Spoiler model with the 429-
cid/370-hp V-8 went 0-to-60 in 6.4 
seconds and did the quarter in 14.5 
seconds at 99 mph, making it a 
definite contender in the heavyweight 
division of factory muscle cars. 

Though the same unitized chassis 
was used, the Cyclone wheelbase 
grew by 1 inch to 117 inches and the 
overall length of the car was 
extended by a hefty 6.7 inches. The 
latter alteration was due primarily to 
a protruding nose and fender design. 
Cyclones also got a gun sight-type 
design in the center of their grilles 
that was unlike anything else on the 
scene back in the day. 

The base Cyclone came with the 
429-cid/360-hp version of the Ford 
385 Series big-block V-8. Standard 
equipment included a four-speed 
manual transmission with a floor-
mounted Hurst shifter, a competition 
handling package, exposed 
headlamps, a silver- or black-finished 
lower back panel, loop carpeting, 
G70-14 fiberglass-belted tires and a 
bench seat. Options included the 
370-hp CJ 429 engine, the 375-hp 
Super CJ 429 V-8 and — in 
extremely limited production 
numbers — the Boss 429. 

 

 

 

The Cyclone GT came with a 351-
cid/250-hp “Cleveland” V-8 with a 
two-barrel carburetor. The top-end 
Spoiler had the Ram-Air equipped 
370-hp 429, which was an extra-cost 
option in its Ford Torino Cobra 
cousin. The 375-hp Super Cobra Jet 
was also available as an option. A 
Hurst four-speed with 3.50:1 
Traction-Lok gears was part of the 
package. The Drag Pack option was 
optional. It used solid lifters and other 
go-faster stuff to stretch the 
horsepower output to 375. A Select-
Shift automatic transmission was 
also optional. 

 

 

The hidden headlamps that were 
standard on the GTs were optional 
on the Spoilers. Both cars bucked 
the trend for shaker hoods in favor of 
an integrated hood scoop. The 
Spoilers, fittingly enough, also came 
with a pair of sizeable spoilers — a 
protruding lip under the front bumper 
and a prominent wing on the deck lid. 

Inside are four square instrument 
displays on the passenger side that 
are angled toward the driver. Faux 
wood accents dress things up and 
the center console adds to the 
upscale look with fancy chrome 
inlays and a chrome “T” shifter. 

Cekosh discovered a quirk with his 
car when he had a shop tackle the 
paint and bodywork during the car’s 
restoration. “When it went down the 
line, they painted it the orange, but 
they miss-painted it,” he said. “It was 
actually Competition Orange, but 
then it was repainted Competition 
Gold, which is what it was supposed 
to be. 

“The body guy told me about it. 
When he worked on it, you could see 
the primer, then the original orange 
paint, then the second coat of the 
correct orange over that. 

 

“I had to do some investigating, and 
under the carpeting on the driver’s 
side is a build sheet, and I looked at 
it really good and it has Competition 
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Gold on the build sheet, and the door 
tag, too. So it was supposed to be 
Competition Gold, and they made a 
mistake and had to go back and 
repaint it.” 

Cekosh’s car also had the option 

hidden headlamps, automatic 
transmission, bucket seats and 
console, optional power steering, 
optional tinted glass and an AM 
radio. “It’s not a really big option list, 
but because it’s Mercury, it has 
standard equipment for the stuff that 
would be optional on a Ford,” 
Cekosh said. “Ram Air on a 429 
Cobra Jet was factory, and it came 
with Posi because it has the Cobra 
Jet motor.” 

 

 

Cekosh admits he has faced more 
than few challenges getting his 
Spoiler back in fighting shape. And it 
hasn’t been a cheap proposition. “I 
just rub my neck and write another 
check,” he says with a pained laugh. 
The car’s restoration began with the 
engine and transmission and 
progressed from there. It eventually 
included a new interior, plenty of new 
trim pieces and other hard-to-find 
bits, and lots of networking with other 
Cyclone and Spoiler buffs around the 
country. 

“We didn’t have to really bore the 
motor, but I figured we might as well 
start with a clean slate so we bored it 
.30 over,” Cekosh said. “The guy 
didn’t save my pistons, but I put 

forged flat-top pistons in there, with 
the original heads. It has a 
competition cam with a 224 [degree] 
duration on the intake and exhaust. A 
guy from Oklahoma recommended 
that. It just seems to work out really 
good. 

“The car had had hail damage on the 
roof… Now you can’t tell because the 
guy did such a good job on it. He 
took the headliner out and pounded 
all the little dents out from the inside, 
and you’d never be able to tell.” 

Cekosh has a different carburetor 
that he plans to have rebuilt. “I’ll have 
probably 1,500 bucks just in that by 
the time it’s done,” he said. 

 

Cekosh’s only obvious concession to 
non-originality is the Shelby wheels 
under the car — 15 x 7’s on the front, 
15 x 8’s on the back. “It would have 
had a regular steel wheel with five 
slots around it, 14 inches,” he said. 
“It would normally have a hubcap 
with a trim ring, but those are pretty 
hard to find. But I didn’t like those all 
that much, anyway. I like these 
better. I think it dresses it up.” 

After four years of ownership and 
plenty of investment — both time and 
money — getting his big orange 
Spoiler ready to roll, Cekosh is 
having loads of fun with his Mercury 
at local car shows and short road 
trips. Wherever he goes, he’s pretty 
certain he won’t run into anybody 
else driving the same thing. 

“Yeah, it’s just nice to have 
something nobody else has, you 
know?” he concluded. “You just don’t 
see these.” 

 

NEW CAR NEWS  
 

Retooled Chevy Impala 
aims to shed rental-king 

image 

 
 
NEW YORK -- General Motors today 
unveiled the long-delayed redesign 
of the Chevrolet Impala at the New 
York auto show, hoping to transform 
a rental-fleet stalwart into a 
showroom head turner. 
 
The next-generation Impala, the 10th 
version of the nameplate introduced 
in 1958 is an effort to take the car 
decidedly more upscale and 
accelerate retail demand while 
dialing back fleet sales. The 2014 
Impala will mark the car's first 
redesign in eight years and its first 
platform change since the late 
1990s. 
 
The Impala has soldiered on despite 
being a few years past due for a 
redesign, a victim of deep cost 
cutting during GM's bankruptcy and 
restructuring. Last year's U.S. sales 
of 171,434 far exceeded those of its 
large-sedan competitors but were 
lubricated by fleet sales, which 
accounted for roughly three-quarters 
of its volume. 
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"This is GM staking out their claim for 
this large-car segment with a 
significantly better product," said 
Aaron Bragman, an IHS Automotive 
analyst. "This is not a fleet special. 
You're looking at a higher-priced car, 
a higher-positioned car, a higher-
margin car." 
 

 
 
Early unveiling 
 
Automakers rarely unveil a car a year 
before it goes on sale, for fear of 
pulling the rug out from under the 
current model. But when most of the 
car's buyers are fleet operators, not 
individuals that are less of a risk. 
When the redesigned Impala arrives 
in showrooms roughly a year from 
now, GM executives believe it will 
erase what even they acknowledge 
is the last remaining blemish on 
Chevy's car lineup in terms of quality. 
GM is aiming to take retail market 
share from the Ford Taurus, Nissan 
Maxima, Toyota Avalon and other 
rivals in a large-sedan market that's 
been eroding for years as buyers 
have migrated to SUVs and 
crossovers. 
 
"It has been a bit dormant in the full-
sized category," acknowledged Chris 
Perry, vice president of global 
marketing for Chevrolet. "But this 
entry … I think it is going to re-spark 
some interest in the full-sized sedan." 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Backing off fleets 
 
GM expects the redesigned Impala 
to "play a different role than it has" in 
Chevy's lineup, Perry says. 
Translation: GM expects its fleet 
sales to drop. 
 
That could put a big dent in Impala's 
overall sales volume. IHS Automotive 
expects the Impala's U.S. sales to 
plunge by more than half to 84,138 in 
2014, from an expected 178,209 this 
year. 
 
That's because the price likely will go 
up sharply and fleet sales will fall, 
says Christopher Hopson, IHS's 
manager of North American sales 
forecasts. 
 
Chevrolet's Perry wouldn't provide a 
sales forecast for the 2014 model but 
acknowledged that fleet sales likely 
will decline. He said Impala pricing 
will be in line with key competitors 
such as the Avalon. 
 
The price could climb considerably 
from the current car's sticker of 
$26,585 including shipping. The 
Maxima's sticker price is $32,840 
and the Avalon's $33,995, also 

including shipping. 
 

'All-new' Toyota sedan 
will debut at N.Y. show 

 
Toyota will unveil an "all-new" sedan 
April 1st, 2012 at the New York auto 
show with fastback styling similar to 
the coupe-sedan lines of the 
Volkswagen CC, Audi A7 and 
Mercedes-Benz CLS.  
 

 
 
The sedan likely will replace the full-
sized Avalon, but Toyota has not 
confirmed that.  
 

 
 
Dealers who saw a preview of the 
car last year said Toyota called it the 
Avalon successor that is due this fall.  
One dealer said the sedan 
represents a dramatic styling change 
for the brand.  
 
A teaser sketch of the vehicle 
released last week shows a swept-
back design. In a statement, Toyota 
called the sedan's styling "elegant 
yet athletic."  
 
The Avalon has been Toyota's 
mainstay full-sized sedan since 
November 1994, when it replaced 
the Cressida as the brand's top-line 
vehicle. Sales of the car, now in its 
third generation, have tapered off as 
the segment has slumped.  
 
Last year, the Avalon accounted for 
28,925 U.S. sales -- less than a third 
of the peak of 104,078 reached in 
2000. This year, U.S. sales are up 76 
percent through February.  
 
The sedan is one of 19 new or 
updated U.S. models coming from 
Toyota, Lexus and Scion this year. 
The automaker is trying to rebound 
from two years of declining sales 
because of the unintended-
acceleration recall crisis in 2010 and 
the Japanese earthquake and 
tsunami in 2011. 
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CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY: 

1951 CHEVROLET 3100 

PICKUP 

 

Jim Weitzel will probably never know 
if Jackie Kennedy-Onassis ever took 
a ride in his 1951 Chevrolet pickup. 
But it’s fun to think about. 

The late first lady probably took 
many more rides in limousines than 
she ever took in half-ton pickup 
trucks, but if she ever did ride in such 
a pickup, Weitzel’s Chevy would 
have been a pretty good choice. It’s 
about as nice as they come, even 
after 60 years of living. Weitzel just 
isn’t clear on whether the truck ever 
enjoyed any Camelot moments with 
Jackie on board. 

 

“As far as I know, it was originally 
from Rhode Island and it was 
supposed to have come from the 
Hammersmith Farm — Jackie 
Kennedy’s home farm,” said Weitzel, 
a resident of Elmwood, Ill. “None of 
that is documented, but that’s the 
story I got about the truck.” 

If the truck ever did real duty on the 
Hammersmith Farm — the sprawling 
estate near Newport, R.I., that was 
the site of Jackie and JFK’s wedding 
reception — then it doesn’t appear 
that it was treated like a typical farm 
truck. On the contrary, somebody 

seems to have taken extra-good car 
of the venerable Chevrolet, much to 
Weitzel’s delight and good fortune. 

 

 

“It doesn’t have any evidence that it’s 

been abused by work. I think it was 
just kind of a runabout on the farm,” 
he said. “It’s an original truck. You 
can see, it still has the original spot 
welds on the bed and back of the 
cab. Those are usually smoothed out 
if somebody does body work. I don’t 
think so … those weld spots are the 
way they looked from the factory.” 

Earlier this summer, Weitzel pushed 
the truck through a 400-mile round 
trip to a weekend car show and “I 
enjoyed every mile,” he said. “I drove 
it between 50 and 55 [mph]. I 
wouldn’t drive it any faster than that 
because it wasn’t made for speed, it 
was made for work.” 

Weitzel’s 3100 Series Chevy might 
have been one of the few from that 
model year that largely avoided work. 
It has only 48,000 original miles, and 
had only 45,000 when he found it for 
sale a couple years back. “I was 
looking for one at the time,” he 
recalled. “I wanted a ’50 through ’53. 
I saw this one advertised [in a 
magazine] and I went and looked at it 

and two days later, I went back and 
bought it. It was in pretty good 
shape, but I’ve spent probably 
hundreds of hours cleaning and 
detailing it. 

 

“Mostly, I’ve just been making it look 
nice. When I got it, I had the 
generator overhauled. I had it re-
wired, but I’ve had so little done to it 
that I still consider it original.” 

 

 

Weitzel admits he’s pretty picky 
when it comes to his trucks. He 
owned one 1950 Chevy pickup in the 
past, but it wasn’t quite right and he 
didn’t keep it. The biggest strike 
against it, he said, was it lacked the 
unique corner windows that could be 
ordered with the Chevy pickups at 
the time. “So I sold that one. I wanted 
one with the corner windows,” he 
said. “They had the standard cab and 
custom cab, and from ’47 to ’53, they 
all had the corner windows – the 
custom cabs did. The ’50 I had for 
several years, but it wasn’t exactly 
the way I wanted it.” 

The 3100 was the half-ton, light-duty 
truck of the 1951 Chevrolet lineup. 
Chevy also offered the half-tons as 
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sedan deliveries, Suburbans, canopy 
trucks or as a chassis with just cabs 
or cowls. Farther up the ladder were 
the 3/4-ton 3600-series vehicles, 
3/4–ton Duble-Duti series trucks, 1-
ton medium-duty 3800 series trucks, 
and 1-ton Duble-Duti 3900 vehicles. 
One step down on the ladder was the 
quarter-ton 1500 series trucks. 

The 3100 series trucks rode on 116-
inch wheelbases and were equipped 
with 6 x 16 tires. The trucks 
measured 196.6 inches from tip to tip 
and the pickups weighed in at 3,120 
lbs. They carried a Gross Vehicle 
Weight (GVW) rating of 4,200 lbs — 
or 4,800 lbs if you went with the 
beefier 6.5 x 16 tires. 

The standard engine in the 3100 
series — as well as the 1500, 3600 
and 3800 lines — was the carryover 
216.5-cid inline six-cylinder rated at 
92 hp. 

 

 

The 1951 Chevrolet trucks were the 
fifth model year in the evolution of 
GM’s “Advance-Design” trucks 
following World War II. They arrived 
mid-year in 1947 and were radically 
different from their prewar ancestors. 
The cabs were roomier, the styling 
was less upright and boxy, and the 
trucks received totally new horizontal 
grille arrangements that were much 
different from the prewar look. All in 

all, they were a completely new 
beast. 

 

There were a few changes that were 
easy to spot for 1951 and 
distinguished the 3100 trucks from 
the previous model year. The side 
cowl vents were gone and new 
Ventipane door vent windows were 
added. The brakes were changed to 
the new duo-serve self-energizing 
Bendix type, which was a definite 
step up from the old Huck type. 

 

The grille was unchanged and still 
used five horizontal bars with a broad 
horizontal hood ornament on the 
hose of the hood. The ornament had 
a blue bowtie emblem and vermilion 
Chevy lettering on a chrome 
background. The instrument panel 
had a speedometer, electric fuel 
gauge and ammeter, temperature 
gauge and oil pressure gauge. 
Chrome bumpers were standard on 
single-unit trucks such as the panel 
delivery, but optional on the cab 
models. Corner windows were 
optional and are loved by collectors 
today — including Weitzel. 

Weitzel’s truck wears the signature 
Forester Green. The pickup was 
repainted at some point in its past 
and the wood in the bed was re-
done, too. “What’s amazing about 
the color is that it was the standard 
color for this truck,” he noted. “They 
were all Forester Green, unless you 

wanted a different color. You could 
get another, but it was no extra cost. 

 

“This was the only year where they 
had the vent windows and still had 
the hold-on door handles.” 

The factory options list for Chevy 
trucks was pretty brief, but there 
were a bunch of goodies available as 
dealer add-ons. Things such as a 
Delco radio, turn signals, 
heater/defroster, cigarette lighters, 
foglights, spotlights, seat covers, 
bumper guards, matched horns and 
outside mirrors could all be thrown 
into the deal before you ever took the 
truck off the lot. 

 

Weitzel’s stunning green pickup 
looks almost as good today is it 
probably did new — inside and out. 
He believes he is the fourth owner of 
the truck, and all three previous 
owners must have been gentle in the 
way they treated the ’51. “It’s all 
original inside, except I do believe it’s 
been painted and I don’t think it’s the 
original seat cover,” he said. “I think it 
has been [re-covered] with the same 
kind of material. 

“One option it’s got is the radio, 
which was very rare back in those 
days. People didn’t want to pay for 
them… And it’s got the deluxe cab 
and, of course, the chrome grille, 
hubcaps and bumpers.” 



P a g e  | 13 

 
Weitzel doesn’t believe the inline six 
under the hood has ever been apart, 
and he has no plans to mess around 
with it. Ditto for the three-speed 
manual transmission, this shifts on 
the column. The way the truck runs 
and sounds today, it’s unlikely he’ll 
have it in pieces anytime soon. “As 
long as it runs good, I’m going to 
leave it the way it is,” he said. 

“I like it! That’s what I was looking 
for. I would have bought nothing 
else. I wanted one that was nice, but 
I didn’t want it to be a perfect show 
truck, because I wanted to be able to 
drive it. I didn’t want it so nice that I 

didn’t want to drive it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOP END DRAGWAYS 
“WHERE SPEED KNOWS 
NO LIMITS” SABIN, MN  

For 2012, Division 5 will be 
continuing the Pit Vehicle registration 
program. All pit vehicles will be 
required to register and get a 
serialized sticker which must be 
displayed on the vehicle. This pass is 
good at any Division 5 track. 

MAY 
12th – Tintmasters Street Legal Day 
19th – 20th Bracket Season Opener 
26th – 27th 1st Annual National Open 
 
JUNE 
9th – 10th Bracket Weekend 
16th Tintmasters Street Legal Day 
23rd – 24th Bracket Weekend (Jr. 
Dragster Challenge) 
 
JULY 
4th – 15th Bracket Weekend 
(Featuring the Midwest Wild Bunch) 
28th – 29th Bracket Weekend 
 
AUGUST 
4th Tintmasters Street Legal Day 
11th – 12th Bracket Weekend (King of 
the Track) 
25th – 26th Bracket Weekend (MN 
State Championship) 
 
SEPTEMBER 
8th – 9th Bracket Weekend 
14th – 16th ET Finals in Topeka KS. 
22nd – 23rd Tintmasters Street Legal 
Day 
29th – 30th Bracket Weekend 
(National Dragster Challenge) 
 
OCTOBER 
6th – 7th Bracket Weekend (Season 
Points Championship) 
13th Tintmasters Street Legal Day 
20th – 21st Bracket Weekend (Big 
Money Race Weekend) 

For a complete schedule for 2011: 
www.topenddragways.com 

 

The speedway was much honored to 
be named the business of the year 
by the Jamestown Chamber of 
Commerce. Thanks to all our staff, 
drivers, fans and sponsors for 
making this special award possible. 

The 2012 Car Show is set for outside 
the Buffalo Mall in Jamestown, North 
Dakota Saturday April 21, 2012 from 
1:00pm to 5:00pm. 

 

Check out the latest race cars that 
will be running at the Jamestown 
Speedway. You will be able to see 
Bombers, Hornets, Street Stocks, 
Midwest Modified and Modified Race 
Cars. Who knows, maybe even a 
Late Model might be on display. You 
may even see a Go Kart or two. 
Come join the fun. 

Attention Drivers: Set up will be from 
Noon to 1:00pm. Race cars will need 
to be removed right after the show. 
Please pass it on. 

DATE EVENT 

21-
Apr 

Car Show @ Buffalo 
Mall 1pm to 5pm  

http://www.topenddragways.com/
http://www.jamestownspeedway.com/2012/02/race-car-show/
http://www.jamestownspeedway.com/2012/02/race-car-show/
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28-
Apr 

Test-N- Tune: Pit 
gates open at 2pm 
with practice starting 
at 4pm.   Cost is 
$10.00 per person to 
be in the pits.  Fans 
can watch from the 
grand stands for free, 
but there will not be 
able concessions 
available, except in 
the pit area. 

5-May Season Opener 

12-
May 

Coor's Light Night 

19-
May 

High School 
Graduates Night 

26-
May 

Legend Special 

2-Jun Armed Forces Night 

9-Jun 
NLRA Late Model 
Special 

23-
Jun 

Kids Ride in the Race 
Cars Night 

30-
Jun 

Amsoil Qualifier Night 

7-Jul Fireworks Spectacular 

14-Jul Fair Races 6pm start 

21-Jul 
Nosa Sprint Car 
Special 

28-Jul 
Quad Races - Boy / 
Girl Scout Night 

11-
Aug 

NLRA Late Model 
Tour - Back To School 
Night 

18-
Aug 

Season 
Championship 

1-Sep 
Labor Day Weekend 
MW Mod Special 

2-Sep 
Labor Day Weekend 
Street Stock Special 
 (6PM Start) 

21-
Sep 

41st Annual Stock Car 
Stampede (7PM Start) 

22-
Sep 

41st Annual Stock Car 
Stampede (5PM Start) 

23-
Sep 

Rain Date 

5-Oct 
Complete Rain Date 
for Stampede 

1-Dec 
Awards Banquet @ 
Shady's 

Buffalo City Karting 

2012 Race Schedule 

04/12 – Early Bird Sign Up. 
05/06 – Test & Tune. 
06/03 – 1st Race. 
06/17 – 2nd Race. 
07/01 – 3rd Race. 
07/13 – Dash for Cash. 
07/22 – 5th Race. 
08/05 – 6th Race. 
08/12 – 7th Race. 
 

 

Jamestown Drag Racing 

 

The Jamestown Drag Racing 
Association was founded in 2000 by 
six middle aged drag racing fanatics 
from Jamestown that enjoyed and 
sometimes raced in Fargo, ND at the 
Interstate Dragways, as well as the 
Harvey Airport in Harvey, ND. The 
inaugural race was held in 2001 at 
the Jamestown Regional Airport. 
This year, 2012, will be our 10th 
race. 

Currently the races use the south 
end of runway 04 with the pit area 
around taxiway echo and the 
adjoining field. With some of the 
proceeds of our races we have been 
able to purchase our own public 
address system, runway cleanup 
equipment along with traction aid 
equipment. 

The Association appreciates the 
support from Community 
Businesses, Airport Authority, Buffalo 
City Tourism Foundation and the 

Jamestown Fire Department. The 
Association meets approximately 
every two weeks from March until the 
race. Meetings are held every 
Thursday at 7:00 PM, at the 
Jamestown Fire Department hall. 
Interested individuals are welcome to 
attend and there is currently no 
membership fee at this time. 

 

 The following are the meeting dates 
for the 2012 calendar year. We will 
meet the 3rd Thursday of every 
month. The meetings will be held at 
the Fire hall at 7:00pm, unless 
otherwise noted.  

April 19th  
*May 17th  
*June 21st  
July 5th, 12th  
July 19th & 26th will be held on the 
Airport grounds  
July 28th & 29th - RACE DAYS  
 

James Valley Off Roaders 

 

 The James Valley Off Roaders 
began when a group of racing 
enthusiasts encouraged a friend to 
let them use a field South of 
Jamestown to begin racing each 
other. The result: a well organized 
team of race lovers who dedicate 
their summers to racing all over 
North Dakota. We've worked hard to 
provide a safe, controlled 
environment for anyone looking to 
put their 4x4's to the test without the 
worry of red lights in the rear view 
mirror! 

 

http://www.dakotalegendsracing.com/
http://www.nlra.org/
http://www.nlra.org/
http://www.nosasprints.com/
http://www.nosasprints.com/
http://www.nlra.org/
http://www.nlra.org/
http://www.nlra.org/
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CAR CLUB SITES  

www.bridgecitycruisers.com 

 

Badlands Drifters Car Club 
www.badlandsdrifters.com  

 

Corvettes of Dakota Territory 

www.cdtnd.com 

 

www.buggies-n-blues.org 

 

www.classtiques.com  

Counts of Cobblestone Car Club 
www.countscarclub.com 

 

Dakota Cruisers Car Club 

www.dakotacruiser.com 

Greater Dakota Classics 
www.greaterdakotaclassics.com 

 

Roughrider Chevrolet Association 

 

Minnesota Street Rod Assoc. 
www.msra.com 

http://www.bridgecitycruisers.com/
http://www.badlandsdrifters.com/
http://www.cdtnd.com/
http://www.buggies-n-blues.org/
http://www.classtiques.com/
http://www.countscarclub.com/
http://www.dakotacruiser.com/
http://www.greaterdakotaclassics.com/
http://www.msra.com/
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www.ndsra.com 

 
www.pioneercarclub.com 

Prime Steel Car Club 

www.primesteelcarclub.com 

www.topperscarclub.com 

SWAP SHOP 

 

James Valley Street Machines 
members advertise for free. Ad runs 
until the item is sold. Contact “Skovy” 
701-202-7067. 

The “RUMBLER” magazine is a 
collection of stories from various 
magazines, internet sites, and club 
members. Any opinion express or 
implied is not that of the James River 
Street Machines or any of their 
members, but of those whose name is 
associated with the stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ndsra.com/
http://www.pioneercarclub.com/
http://www.primesteelcarclub.com/
http://www.topperscarclub.com/
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